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The Girl I Left Behind Me? 

United States Army Laundresses and the Mexican War 

Ro~rt r . Wenemann, Jr. 

Tbc hour .... ~ sad [ Icf\ W, maid. 
A IInl(rina fan:wcU taking. 

Her slgM IIIId lears my steps dday 'd
[thI,)UI:hl her hell" was breaking; 

In humed words her name [blest'd. 
• breathed the vuws thai bind me, 

And \0 my hean, in aneuish prtss 'd 
The "TI I left behind me. 

S=~I Lover 

OtorinJ: 1M MC1 H:an W.r, the Irish P'l"'t Md 
songwriter Samuel Lover ll>Urcd tile United Slales 
P'JPIIlarizing '1lIe Girl I Left Bchilld Me.~ Ilu~ tb:ll 
would rt:m~n I favoriu. of Amcric;JQ soldiers r .... man)' 
decade$. ' ThrOUllhout \hesummcrof 1846, ballad~n; 
played Ihis 50flg fC)f the wives and sWfftheans lerl 

behind hy AlTlII:rican ciliun-soidiers man:hill& \OW1fd~ 
~ "h.alls of [lie MQfI!Clumu: ' But , lhis palriOlie 

imlie of heart. rending ""paration did noc ",fleet the 
~i,nificant role of the soldiers' wives and other w..,,,,o:n 

woo aceompallied the United Stalcs Rel:ular Army in 
thi s period. 1lIr{}U~t ~ war, laundn!Sses and Clmp 
women perfonntd dome~tic duties within th~ =Ql:' 
nind wucture of the U.S. Arn,y, cookinl:, cleaning, 
and t aring (orboth RCl:ular Amty off'lCefS and m1isc~ 
men campa;l"ing in Me .. ico,' Forgotten by "'05t , 
these women exercised a IlOIcwOl1hy hum:mizing in· 
nllCnce on the An"y units towhic:b they _re aU;JChed. 

A number of hi ~toriaM have vie~ Anny laun

dre!iSCS and camp followers as linle more than prosti. 
tUtes for the rank and file Orthe antebellum Amy. In a 

5100y of prostitution in the American West. Anne 
Hutler aJleg~ that : 

'The multiplicity of terms lused in milit:uy regula. 

tiont between 1802 and 1869) was 001 a millOl' point. 

OverlaPlling tcnninology-''matrons:' ~nurses: "f~· 
male ~Ucnd.ants,~ ~campwomcn," '"followeR of !he 
army." and "laulldreua;"--has $elV~ to keep Hknti 

ficauOll of female Toles confused, and pcnnin~ offi

cials to avoid 8Jly dinet ;K:knowlC(\gemcm of proslitu
I;';'n on mdilAry &roo!>ds.' 

In 8Il0l1 . Outler contended thai "the [Uniu-..l States) 
military cn:ated I de f;K:1O policy in support of prosLi
tution.~ Thit assertion has been conl..:sIN in Sludi..:s of 
Army laundrcssctSCfVing aftcrtbe Ci~il WIlI.' What· 

e~cr the case later in lilt: ni""teenlh century. Butler's 
st:ItemettUi do not reflect !he e .. perienca of ""ollle,n 
retained by regular roo:cs during the Muican War! 

In 110" abse nce o r written re.::ords prodllCcd by 
actual Anny laundrtsSes. schol:llli have been fOfCcd to 
rely upon government doeUl'l'ltnlS, offictfS' diaries. 

and Ieltcrs 10 un<lcr5land these womt:n. These .:cuunt$ 
are diflicuh 10 interpret. GllIdy M~Whincy noted Ilnll 
Army officers CApo:.!Ised "diverse altitudes and lit· 

lions" willt respect to iU.· Accordin& to Edward 

Coffm:m. women mentioned by om~rs were usually 
~trl)ublt$ome" or victims of "unlll'ual difficulties.'" 

While prostitutes were known 10 live near some milt
tary camps. my ~ad,ng ofthesedoeul'l'ltntsleads 10 the 
clearconclu~ion thaI American an"y camp women in 

the alllcbeUum period were not ladies of ill repute, nor 
did tllt:y "juS! fOllk away" M wUested in one stooy of 

laundrts.~ in the fronuer Army.' Like thcircounu:r
IJl!fIS in the eighleenth cenlury. these women rultiflcd 
an impurt:mt function for the Amty lhrouiJIout much 
of the MCJ.ican War! 

The March 1802 ~ACI Fuing lhe M, lillry Pe;JCc 
Est~bli$bment or the United SIQtCS" offici(llly =0£_ 
nizoo lhe U.S. Army' s women retllillel"$." That act 

provido(l lItat rations were I" be issued "to lhe wol'l'ltn 



who m~y be allowed 10 any particular corl's no. e ~ · 

ceclil ng the proportIon of four to ~ compallY" and 10 

nurse.~ arK! matrons cmplo)'w In military l"Io$ptlnls. 

AIIlCle 4Uoflhc GrMro/ Rrgu/u/<'"".1 of 1841 speciroed 
Ihe funClIon of the wOm"n auached 10 Ihe>c I"'''cc 
enabli~hmenl co",p3nie~; "Four women w,1l be al· 
10 ... ·,,11 to each company a~ w~)I",' ..... omen. and Will 
rece,ve ooe rallOO pcr day cach.'· These rrgulalions 

fUflher prov,ded I hal "n,,, price of washln): sold ie,s' 

clot h ,nR, by Ihe momh. or by the piece. wi II be deter

mined by the CQuncil of Admin;st ml;oo .. , . [)c,bts 

duo: I he l...aundrru by sok/iers, for wash, ng, .... 11 til: ~d 
orcollected .n ,he <H."" way as '$ prc>cnbctJ for Ih~ 
,j,m lile SUller, the I.;tun,jn:s~ Imvlllg the preferenco: "'I I 

In COO5eqUcncc. "',0:>' for laundry werr determined by 
rrs"nenlal <>(roccr~, wIth paymenl la~cn (mm lhe sol
die,,' monthly .... age II wa, uIK\cr rhc.~ gUldel.nes Ihat 

tire iUmy of Brevel Brig. Gen. Zac hary T:lylor as
sembled In Texas in Ihe summetof 1845, 

II "difrlCuh 10 dctcnninr;: how nl.llly laundrr»cs 

wOflo!d f<lrthe U.S. Army ASlhc Negular Anny~llhe 
.t~n of ,he Me~ i..:an Warconl311'\Cd foun""n "'1I"nents 
wilh len eOllll"'nie~ in each. as m,,,,y a~ ~(~) women 

may h""" "'''<M 'n lh.s capacily 11 While few peace

lrru" re.::<>rds eX,st Ihat ""'ntlon lallndressc> Of camp 
women. numt:"~" ",ferrroccs IQ lhem "'''y he found In 

* * 

$O ld;crs' writillg) on the Muinn War er~ nl<:'" 
accounlS. in conJunclion wilh wart;me m.hllry orders 

and n::p<lI1.\., ror," a body Qr evidence srrpportmg both 

II.., prderoce:uld po5itiveinn,""lCCof Amenc:ln "",men 
wnh Ihe U.S. Army III MeXICO. 

1lIe iellen ur p,'1. Harna Upton of the TImd IlIfan· 
tty Regiment offcr one of the first """"tIM Il'ferrroc .. ~ 

to camp women in Ihi. pe<oOO. I" 1845, Upton " 'rute 

fmm Fort Juup. Lou,si""". "In my nnl lener I 
shall al", "'nl" hQ .. many WQmt:n lhele I ~ on our 
oon • .any (tMIl' IS fi~e) ~nd how many In lhe <JIhel 
comp:ulIes{aboul lhe .... mC numiler). and I shall wote 
110", many chi ldlen If! can find QUt '", While Upton's 

ne ~llcHer '5 nol kno"" tocx,~t. II appellrs '''''Ilh"", 
.... omen "'l'n: a 1)l1lT of the recognlze<.J or):lln'l.:tllonal 
.'I\II..1u"" of thc nlllCteenth cenlury Amenc:tn mllilary 

This assumption issupp<>r1cd by lheremlllls«nces 

of PVI. Georg.: B:.llenlin" o f Ihe Fir.il Artillery, Whil e 
Ir~"eling by tl""~port prior 10 lhe war. Hallen1,ne nOl~d 
lhat while women wc.., nul ~m m "grral nurnbcr." 

pri"lltC quancn "'cn:: nonetheless arranged for " the 

mamcd people ." 1lIc Scomrmn nulw Ihnl "on lime of 

peace, three m.lrTlcd men of exh compan y are allowed 

{then .... " ·e5 hem!; laond=~. and washIng for the 
~l('rsJ_ tQ bring then famlhes ~Ioo:: wllh .hc:m ... ·hen 
mo"ing Ibllenlll1C explained that pocenual laun-

* 
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dre~~~ applied 1\1 lIoc nptliln. and he fC'warded lhe 
soId.ers· ".fe "110",,,. ·~~rv.ng ~ Accordmglo 

B.llc:nllllC: .• heSC' wOn",n were ,101 pcrmitled 10 3Ccom· 

I"''')' Ihei, hUlballds in.he field." Although 8~lltnlone 
uoo.:nUl'ru the number of laund.esses ~lIowru b)' the 

Anny. he offerco.l one of the earlIeSt i l:l1emenl, feC()1:' 

niling that laumJres!ie.< wen.: soldicf!>' wl~ei. Conlrary 

to h,~ luggemon thaI .l\e.ooe WO<'1e1l SCfvru only In 
pc::.cdlO>e. Ilocr.: IS coostokrable evtoknc:e ,hat rhe 
Ann)' employed laund",,-~scs th ...... j;h much oflhe war 

wllh Mtxico. 
In July 1845 I'resi<knl James K. f'ulk ortlo::o:t.I 

GeM.al Taylor 10 Il,-"""ble a 3.000-man '"Ann)' of 
Obscrvallon'" at Corpus 0I01"j •. T exa •• in anll"p:I1IOII 
of hoM,I,'ic.s wjth Me~ICO . l.Iased on .he rli,,,ic~ alld 

leue" W"lt~1I by many Qf the Ann), ofr, ,,,",,, ... ,110 

JOined Taylor. "ft"""",~ Iha. a slgnirlCant numlle. of 
nmp women OICcon'p .. mied ,his f<>«:c . While the .emu· 

nol~y """d in IheSC' 3CcounUi molY ,,01 he cun~isrent. 
,here .. 1011 1<: evitlo:fIIX Ihal s ... ggesls IhallllCse wumo:n 

"l:re prosll'UI/:"< Ins'cad. 'hey appeOlflo h"'" loved. 
wu.~ed. and iuffe.ed alon8-_I<1<: 'h"" ""Idier·hu>bands 

D< Ihe Unilru S,a'es and MulCo 111O",d lows.d "'M. 
Tflll1SpOnallon orders I<s!led In July 1lt45 ""' ...... 

nzed 55 women 10 accomp><IIY ,he 942 offICers nlld 
cnhSlcd m"n nf Ihe Third and Fou"h l"fu,,,,), ReC" 

nJCnl~loTexas." hm LI. W,lIi~m Hellry oflhe llurd 
lnbnlry obse.ved lhese ""omen from ,he vel)' fI)lJfMnl 

he I~nded 31 C"'PUS Chri$ll . ln July 1843 Henry ""Tott. 

"s.:ven,y·fjve yard~ d .. tan, I'fUllIl"" shQI'C Ihe men hnd 

10 Jump uv~rboard into lhe roo.,ng <u.' SQme old 
veleran camp-women look 10 lhe elenlenl as if lhe~ 

well' born III 11. "'h,le Olhc~. more delicalely·ncrved. 
I""fenw a"" ", '$ oock. ,,,,,I ""},, ,m sho ..... "" AlnlOl'l 

""Itlc:d'~lcly .• ht:oe camp women bepn to CJopenencc 
rhe same d,fflCulhC~ "'h1<:h bcfeiliheir 5(lkl",r.hll$-

1 .. ,,,1, Cap! . ~pllralm Kuby S"",h oflhe Fiflh [nfamry 
wrole. '"[Capo. Ja'~1 Thomp~n I~I hi ~ Icnl> . a 
"",$I senous loss. de",iv;", hIS company of lhe only 

~helle, h., men and women ha'·e. ~o"'pellillg the re>l to 
d!',dc ... ·'rh hi,,, ill".1 crQwdlng aiL'"' 

In lale July. LI Col E, han Allen Hllclocock oflhe 
n",,1 Infanuy 3tn~ed ~1 Corpus Ch"su. The neJll 

mom,ng, he ""p«led h.s reg,men"" "amp. In .Jdd" ,nn 
'0 h,s 1roops. he observed '", wo or ,hI'« f~",i"cs Ii vin!; 
on ~h",c. '"" While I [lIehcock docs 001 .. 31e !hal l he~ 

(amilies we,e IIUlIChed to hiS reg.menl. in hgh, of,he 
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By 0n1e< 01 the ~Wy 01 .... Asrny' 

DeNNIS J . REIMER 
G6roeral. Vroilfld SIJI'.s """Y 
CI>IIlot SIJI" 

01ticIa1' 

fo//}U-J 
JOEL 9 HUOSON ",*,-"._ Asstst"'" 10 dill 
~'J'Y 01 "", Nmy 

Chiqof Militury Hmo,), 
Bri, (kn. Jobn S. B"",,,, 

Mu"" gi"& E,/oror 
Ch.:trles Hendrich. Ph D_ 

A,,,,~ Hi,'u,), (PI\·20-99·I) II puhl,,11Ct1 by 1M 
U.S Ar",y Ccnle , Ilf Molnar~ H",,,, y fn• 'he profes· 
sional developmenl of Ar",y hislonans. Th", 'cpro

ducllon Qf anieles for edUC>l11()llJ.1 PUrpoliC'< is Cn· 

couraged. Com"pondence <hoI,ld be addressed 10 
Managing Ed,lor. A_my Hi"o,),. U.S. A.",y Cenler 
of Mili,ary Hiilory. 103 Third Ave .. ron Lesley 
J. MeNli •• WashinglOll.U.C, 20005-3402.orbye. 
m~11 10 hendrcd @> hqda .army,m,1. Opin,ons eA ' 

p.""",d in Ih,s puhlicalion are Ihose o f lhe a"thor~. 
not lho! Dcpallmenl of !)efell§<: or itl conslIi""n, 
elemellr~. Arm)' H;Jlory's COOlcn,-, do not necessar· 

ily reneel an o ffocial Anny position H.wl dQ not 

iupc:~dc inform3lton III oth/:rQfrocial Anny publi. 
calioos or Army Regulalions. Th .. bullclln Ii ap

pro,-ed for offiCial dis.,.,nUnalion of malerial de· 

~'gncd lO keep indiViduals wi.hin 1M Arm~ knowl· 
edgc:allle of devdopment_< w"hin Anny hlSlory fOf 
I he purpnot: of cnllancmg lhe" prof~ ~slOf1:ll de, 'clop
ment USC' of funds f", pun"n, Ihi' publlCa',on wa< 
appro,·"" by the UepanmcIII of lhe A.my on 7 

Septel11he. 1993. Poslage pa,d ~I Washlllgtoo. D C 



oo-erv~(,onS m3de by Lle'ulenam l-kn'Y WMI Cnplaon 
S",,,h. (he onference .. oovious 

S«-ond LI_ Napoicon D~"a of the Sc""",h Infantry 
menllOlll."tl C'UIII' wOlllen 10 hl~ " 'Ife on a nllmlxr of 

"""."101" Danahnnl Mr... Lmdsay. (he ""feof""" of 
hIS 'oldl er.<. (0 work for him In early $el""",her Dana 
wrote Ih~( "[ ~(la~l . . 17C'~uitdcd Ilhe caplJin I (0 gel 

Mrs. Lind",y IO~ool a,Kl wa.h for boIh for U5-"' O""a 
"""led Ihat 'we agr«d to g,ve Mrs. L e""h ~i~ tloIlatli 
for dOIng boIh 'coo~'nG .,.1 wa,Jtingl-"' uler. Dana 

and thec,tplain invited anOlherofftcerto JOin (he group. 
,,,,d Ihuy G""c ··Mr.<. L. Ihr ee dollars mon: fo, him."" 
[f nOlh,n).: ciK. Dana', com",,,,,I, """Co,, lhe «0 
.",m ... bcnefit' of" orI.,ni for the i\m'y Con,tdcnng 
that ~ p'IVale only made $7 PC' ."unlh. Mr< LllldS:lY's 
S 15 1110111 hly "'~g<:"',", as.&mfocanl ~um bycOlllempor 
nuy 'IUllllrm:k No.- ..... d' I);tna (he oilly office. to hlle a 

womun 10 wort for him. Caplain Ki,by Sm"l1 ",Ole 
Ih~ by h~vinG Mr • . Ke lly. a !.Oldte'·s .. ,fe. -cocl..ing 

.md .... IIIng" (or h,," and fil'5l LI. Natll:tn Rosxll. he 
e'I'.:.:tcd "10 gel on ","h great «onomy -

Kirby Smith also rel:' (ed I". conccm for One of hiS 
cump;lny"s ~amp ..... ulllC" "ho ..... "s pre!\nanl. In 1111d· 

$eple",h", he """~. " 1'.1" KOIh (a camp " '0""''' or my 
comp.:any) W;U ~ic"k J'uuf (hi,,!:' r i?,-e he, m} ',ale' 

room. and by momi,,!: .1", "a.' deli"~red of a liOII . Tht< 
WK' Ihe.«<Of>d bmh On lhe rOl.I1~ ,f,om Cineinn,,"'" 
Corpus Chrt"i] 11IIl "lUlhcr~ ore no ..... holh "ell. and 

dOlllg (h\:tr regula, ..... a.hlll' for.he men '~I 
UcU'C"""1 [l.an~ reacted differently to a ~Imllar 

e~ pe"flence III October 1845. A fteruplainin, ,hat Mr •. 
Llnd.~y·, pregnallC Y reqol..,d ml-dicMI.llenucm. Dana 

me""oo,,d a """ond cam!, ..... ""'.n III 'h~ ><,,,',ce of his 

'q;"''''nl He on..,rved Ih~( "Our OIher wuman. M", 
I)on;t.nce. IHICL. 100 .... nh :Ill ulcer in ,he lIu""l .• Dana 

cntlcaliy Joo,w , hcI;c .... ,,""''' a.. •· ..... oothk)) II;tgs. not 

iii fnr a"yl h'"g."· despne the fact lhal (ht:it ho,;l",,,.-I, 

had ~ach ,;erved wnh h,s rellunenl for ovcr Ii vc YCD"P 
ChiLdren were al,n p,esent ..... nh Ihe Amencan 

A"ny Af,er.he war. Or. John PoIler. ~n An"y sur· 

geon. pulll"hed reports ,nd"'31 .ng the d I (f "'u It c; reum· 
SlOU'ICe~ ,h;ot many of Ihc)c military famlll t'S faced. lie 
""Ole. " 111 8 c,""nn"", lent there "ere Ihree of my 
pal,,,,,, •. a poor "omll'l of ,n., Thmllilfaniry and her 

,won cl'llld",n. 1 .... laue' UII he .. <econd Of Ihlrd teelhln!: 
sumlllC •• "'Ih choler.llnf:mlum.;md ,he l1Iolh .. ; .... Ih 

~h"""c dysentery."' While Dr PoI'c, rKlI...:I !hal all 
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All ""/:'"'''''''W ,I~f}ielin!l "n,~ Greot W~$tun." 
prin/e,f in Me~lcan Trexhenes Ilnd erlICh,,, •. 
IncKienls ;md Surfmn!;) in.he Mex",an War 

(81m"". 1847) 

""rVI ,'~d ar>d .... ere w,,11 again In 1849. ,efe.ence> to the 
Ion of pcrtlla",,"( '1u.r1ers. pregn;uocy. and children 
~ullJ:C'l lhat Rei .. lar Army camp "-omen " .. :rll nlOte 
Ihan Ju,e laundresses. 1'lory Imply lhat 11",><, .... omen 
"ere nOi only ~upple "o.:nting the .. husb.md·) lTIC~g'" 
"'Come hy cooking ~nd cleanlOg for (hc .oldie,,, hUI 

..... ere ~truggllng 10 tmintai n some sure of a do"les~ ic 

env,ronment ..... ieh,n lhe struc(ure of lhe U.S. Army." 

In M=h 1846 Pre.idem Polk ordered Gt:ncr~1 

Taylor arM! hi.' Brmy soonh co the Rio Gr.nde. While 
I~' ,,'omen tmde th~ journey by ~.camer. SOme 
AmericJo laur>d~",s juinc:d Ihe march soolh." h "'M, 
00 Ihi, "~,,ch Ihat lhe most famou~ of ehe Arrerocan 

eamp .. ·omen nude herfi"" 3ppcanlnct. Bylne end of 
the Me~lCan War. Sm"h Horg,nnI5. a laund",~, "",,. 
r~d 10 " .sold,er of (he Seve nih Infanlry. w~s nal,onall y 

..... no ... ned as " fheG.."n We"ern." recognized forOOlh 
her uploilS and he. , ;I:C, a.~ ,Ioe ..... ;1$ ..... ported 10 Wind 
,i~ feet .~II and weigh some ("'0 hundred pounds. 
Kor"glOms' g ..... ateSt claim 10 fame carre dunng lhe 

.tege of FOIl Te~~,. o,'~, lhe COIlrse of seVen ,lay~' 
OOmb>,n!rr.:nl. moM camp women "r"" "d pcrfecl seCU' 
Illy"~ 10 eanhen bombpmof •. Undaunled by lhe Mc" . 

c~n shcllfire. SorG,nlll$ performed her dUlies a. cool 
;ttKlI~"ndre,,"1liI If noohing boe lI",ornmg dnll wnh 



blw c;}f1rMige .• " had UQ;u~, " Although ·'a build 

1"'~!iCd Ihl"O\lSh ller 00"'11:(. a, ... anolller (hrough ller 
l>,c:1Il Iray:' she conlmucd rcudm!: (0 (he $Old,er~, 
deli>'cron:: "offee and n'Cals ro "her" men." Al one: 
POlnl, . ...., ~vcn '·applled. fnr a nJll.lel :tlld 

ammunmon:' amici p~1 "'& :,n a~",ull on t'Ort Te"", by 

M~~ican troops./' She w>lS lalct honored w!lh lhe 
follo""mg Foorth of JUlylOUl: '1'heG",,,( WUlem 
One of Ihe bra,,,,, ""d 1111»1 palroOl'c !>OldieOll al II", 
,,,,&cofFon Uro""n:"'" [)e~pilc Ihe "Grea( Wc~tem'~" 

good r "'Iuloe. 001 all camp worne n roo Id u:k:bnlle af (tr 
Ike .nm al "IC(O<'''> ~lu"S Ike border. A week arrer lhe 
b;,(( le of Resaca de b "~ItIl" in May 1846. L,eUlcnanl 

f>"d'" ob.,.,rvcd the ",KIOW of all ",fanlly ... rgeam '" ho 
hild JUSI been k,lk:tI. ··"IUn,l: w,th a ch,ld In he. anns. 

her face buried in ils "Ieeping form, ~ 11l 1 nc oos,de a 

;roop of dead:-:O 
Afler occupying MalamOIO>i. Mexico. near lhe 

moulh of lhe Rio Grande. Taylor', nrmy m"de prepa
r.lUOn~ 10 maleh 00 ~·Iun(em:y. A general ord", ;"urd 

by his comrNnd on Ma) 1846 direc(ed (hol( all baaa.", 
and laundres!iCs be ~nr back 10 Malamol'O$, lO In 

Aususl LieUlen"nl Dan" wrote from CSI1111rgO, aboul 
100 m,lo \lpn"er fmm Ma(amoros, (h;u "All OUr 

womcn gu back from here a. we cannol ptOvtde fo< 
lhem any longer,'· He e~peC(N Ihal 1"",1 w{)l,hl ",lUm 
(0 New Orlean~. Ahh<JUgb he had ",,,Iocr ,IOirocd tn 
employmg a <okhcr'5 wife. Dan~ cxpr="'" lhe Mhop: 
we wilinol ... e any nflhem ba<:k again so Inng DS we ar.: 
c~mpaign,",: "11 

Ne'lCnhelc:>!. SOtl'C 1;W~aflPil"'nlly lICrom
p;tnied lhe American Army further ,mn northern 
Me~lCo. WIIII~ marching lOward~ MOnl"rmy in early 
September. (he bn&ad.: of now-Capta,n Henry was 

lICCumpanlN b)' fourcamp""omrn "Oneoflhem."lhc 
caplain wrille. "had gone 10 Ihe exp""';c of a Mexkan 
bdy's ~Ide \.addle, certainly one of rhe most CWlOIIS 

'I ..... ;mens of $addlcry r ha"" ",-.:r5een,"" From ltoc..c 
commcnl~ II ,~ Pl»s,blc 10 tnfer IhCAmu;ron n~Honal

ilY of (hese women. for if (hey had been Mcxican- a 

dl<lll"" poo.5.b,I IIY dunng lhe bller lIIagcsof (he """,
.. hy would Henry desenlle ~ uno'lu"Maicon s.addlc·/ 

After T~ylnr c.lIptured Monlerrey in September 
1846.loc.ordered thaI "oil ~. mules. OI'donk.:y., ,n 
pOSsess,on o( l1Ofl-comm,ss,OIIIXI urr;cen. mU$'C'''''', 
priv<l(e~ or IJUIl<lr,,-,scs uf Ihe various "'Cimenrs. shall 
be ~Id. "" ,~herw'sed,s~uf .~, OasN ~lely upon 

, 

Iho. onlc •. 0CIe cannol dclcrm,roc how ""'''y laun, 

dre~se!; rem"ined wllh rhe U.S Army, Du( Ihe q'II:~1 '01' 
mu." he a~kcd: If no laundre<'<Cl< ,.'~'" presenl, why d,d 
Ta)lor 1""lude rloem in (he 0RIer'1 

Women appear 10 ha"e remamed ..-lIh Taylor's 
~"n~' '" I he early month' of 1&47 Capt, J'ra"~I,,, S",ilh 

of llIe hO;I M""SI;,PJI' VoluIII"".-s nuled thaI !<Om" 
""omen ",'ere p",-,,""t beh'nd the lone •. III hnuary 1847 
he .. '''~e f...,m Camargo Ihat I"'U camp wo",e" Cn ,,,ule 
10 join (he" hu>ib;lnds further $OUlh h"'-' pi(ched lhe .. 

lenum (lie: "TUncdmlC vicinuy of h,~.)4 Allhough ~I 
of till: ",;ular forces we", H,.,.,mbhng on a,1d lIe,,, 

TampICO. Mc.;~o. in prepar.u,on for amphIbiOUS land

'"&$;1.1 Ve"""n,,,~ Capcain K,rby S .. "lh ~nd elemenls of 
M numberof regul~' rcgilocnls were encampctl nc~r IIIe 
1'010 A 110 bal(lefield noll" of llIe Rio G"lllde . Won",n 

",'ere ~nr with al l~a'l {)IlI:of lhese regunenb, for in 
e.:uiy 1-cbo-""ry 1847 Knby Sm,th wtole. "CotpOOIl 

Riley of "'Y cnml'''''y 10>1 h,~ young~1 child Ih,~ 

morning. aboul a )'caroid I "'ent 10 h,~ Ie", ocf"", noon 
arid found Ike mot .... r. ar, c.ccll~ol Inrle wonJan loe 
married QI l>Carborn ArscnJI, "11"'1> with her dead 

baby ,n IIer 131'. the leM'S qUlelly dropl"n&or, iI, fa<;c ,' "' 
n.e..., ,1b.,.,rvallon5 s\lue'III'~1 cle .. pllC Taylor" "'
clers. 110"'" laundresses re"",,,,ed III Ihe A,ne,,,;o.n 
,,"m.,. and endu,.~>d dny_u,..by "f~ w,lh Ih~ A,my 
Ihl"O\lghoul a large portion of lhe Ml:u;-~n War. 

When (he campa'!'" in nanllem Mu,coa"d Cali· 
fo",," f"iled (0 end Ihe "':OT. (he Unued Sl~tc' dete.
mll\Cd \0 ··conquer llIe: peatt" by launch".,g a" orrcII

i ive towards MCJrico Cily Comllumdl1ll: General 
W",r,dd SCOIl'S WOlcllY c~lIed for :on an'p hibious 
landing QI VC"",,lUl. wh,ch he IctI in M=h IH47. 
followed by an oV<!rbnd man:h \0 IIIe; nallooal c.apual. 

III prepam(ion for (II" "",,,,h. $cOl( orderedl""ila(,I)IIS 
on Ihe u(ra,\Cous baggage of (he A me.ican forces and 

;~ rhoughl 10 have prol"buc4 ~amp ,,'ornen from ""_ 

oo"'l"'nyons lhe Amen"an Anny ,mn 1111: MeXICan 
,menor. Rcrcrurn;es (0 laundn::~. howe,'er. do not 

appear In wrmcn ordt:rs 'ssued hy Scotl" 

C~pcajn Robert Andcnon of lhe TIllrd Artillery 
eXI',e,sctllhe d,fficull ,eS wumen faced when lr:lVdlng 

Wilh lhe Army,,, MexICO Anl;cipaung (he amval of a 

numberof' .<Oklicrs' WI\"CS and thcorch,ldren. he ""tole. 
"W",,,,,n ar.:. a. J antic, paled, ~ grcal pa'n (0 (hcIT 

capca"." I" lhe field, So I 'Ille IraMporraurn, 'S alLowed, I"'" if p('tmllled to ItCcompany (he .. lroop<;, lhey moSt 



pureh"-", or .<leal some puu< hot.", Of 1Ij.$ (0 carry (hi:" 
b.:Igg~.M Andc"""III<o obse .... ',ro Ih:1I if more Itw. 

one: chil<.i w~, pre~nl, Ir~,'d "';I) Ort,," i"'l"""blr." 
NO""I I,,"k:~~ •• few laun<.ire>:.cs ~'" known 10 have 

ac.;""'I ... nied ScOIl'S army. III nlld· March Engineer 
Stl. Sam~1 SI= ""roIe (rom Veracruz. "I .. ~w A hule 
gIrl here y~""I",dpy on lhe ~a be""h. 3 .<;(Ild,er" s 

<.i''''ghlc' .... Singular place for suc h a ch,ld - Womell 
he,e 100."" Al 1ea.1 "'''' laundress made il _. fllr •• 
l>erole. on lhe "".cern ,roge of lhe ccnl",1 Meu:an 
pt."e"" According 10 Ll. Iknry JIIJah of lhe POllnh 
Infanlry. Mrs. Oa"':y n;(u;;ed 10 ab.:lndon her h".,1~1nd 

and was prep:m:<l1O (ollow her spouse W ... ·II ordered 
cu ,eturn 10 Veracruz. ··M'~. CI"""y .. wookl ,\01 ,,,. 

Three men wcre ordered (0 aceomil''''y her to lhe 

wagon. Olle uf lhem 'mpvtlc:mly I~id h.~ h~nd on her 
a'''', when 'n an In5lanl he, huge r.5I.OCIlI h,m ,,,",wl;"g 

10llle ground "'ith a very rede yc:'" Th'5d.d ~ deler 
Mrs. O'IIII.'Y. fur LieulenanlIudah 1~ler nmed en h,~ 

JOUrnal. " I forgOi 10 Slale Ihal M •. '. <.:Jancy made hI:. 
appearance OIl ""'role."" 

Durrng lhe ' I"ing and ~ummero( '847. lhe i\men
Call anny advanced low,nd Me, ien <':11 y, follow'''Il" 
~fle~ of p,lche<l !>allies in Augu51 and carly Seplem· 

her.lhe Amenc:ansCll~ured lhe capMal l1""y ncc:up,w 
II unlil lhe mllficallon of lhe Trealy of Gu:w:l"lupe 
Hidalgo llIe (ollo"'i"l: yellr. There ,~ l'llle evidcocc 
regarding ~1Ie wlre"'3hoo~s of U S Atmy laundresses 

dUTIng ~his occupauon . Ho .... cve •. M,j.$.,uIPPI·, 

N"'c/rp, Co""~r reponed in January 1848-wh.le a 
I,u ge pan of.he U.S. A. "'y wal slIll in MeA i<:..-l hal 
"OffICIal <l1.)(;U,,"CIII.' ~llIle Ihal (here an:: al le"-,I 2300 
WQ"",n alillChed 10 1M AmerlCaII Army. cook,"!:, 

w,,,hi"g, lendlllg Ihe sick. ""d loYing !he surviv..,..,.:'" 
Unfonunalely, no ' ''pporllng docUlTltnlal,nr, .. ava,l· 
able. ""'king n hard 10 "'~ .Ire meamng o f Ihi, 

new'!"'I"" artICle. 
II ,5 di fficult 10 ".Icnd 10 U.S, ArlllY bundre~se.s 

lhe Irlealit.1Iion of fem;1k piely . I",my. and submis
<ive""-,,. Icrmcd ''Che coil o(T"", Womanhood.-lhal 

I"'rv;oded women' s magaz.nes in anle""llum Amenca. 
for lower das. ""omen h:w:l limil,:d occess 10 Ihis 
hIe",'"", ." ThaI .5 not 10 5lry Ih311hese 5Iunly mHnary 
wO .... n could not fin<!. ~women ·. splocre" wnhllllhe 

Army [w laled from A"",ric"rr MlClC'ly due 10 Ihl: 
nalure "f 11111,I3ry ~rvlCe. Ihl:~ women slrug,k,d (() 

c .c:.le lhe ... o wn dOflleMIC realm w'lhln lhe co"fines of 
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lhe U.S. ,mlilury Provided for in mllilary regulallOn> 

and g."",,,,lIy well·r«ei\·w by Ihe offICers and ""'" of 
lhe ..,gubr reglmenl,. An"y laundresses formed pan 

uf'he e~lendcd family of Ihe regular so ldier. TIICY (mid 
lhe,rchildren) W<:rI;.rI many way, a pan "f lhe Army 
JUS! as ... ..,.., Iherr hu~s In ImifMm. 

EIr.""helh Jameson has a.gued Ih al fronl",r .... omen 

ha"e Iradlliom,lIy Ur.-cn .<Iereolyped "'10 e"'l:gorre ~ of 
",ood" and "'had ,'O, COII'ilkring Ihal many Amen· 
ca" Hlc ... ·cd lhe Kegular AmI)" as r.11ed wllh "nc' (I-d(). 

"'cll<:' lhe "$Cum of "'lClCly.'" and "c~ndldal<:'< fnr lhe 
S131e! priwn.'" n ~hollJd nOI ,urpri"l: II ~ Ih~1 Ihe pl'~,u· 
dICe!. dinxled loward IIIe prufo:.s.'''lIllIl mJIIla<)' ()I al,. 
1 •• hnYn. """"kl l", e:tlerwkd also 'e> M.klicr.· w, ,·c." 
lIuwcvcr. c hilrnclen~ing Army laundres~, en Ih.~ ... ay 
doc..< the.>e wome n a d;'S(.'rv;ce. 

lfnolh"lgcl,.,. lhe I;ound""' ..... · hun"""",,,/; 'nflu· 
cn<:e was P"l"llvely ",fle<;lcd.n lhe dl$Clplrne. "00f3" 

'Iy. '''". h<alth of Ihe U.s Regular Am,y Although 
uo,~ raised for ,hi: duml,on o( the war "" "ed underlhe 
same rcgulahOllS ""hoch :tpplicd 10 the! "old e).labli_o.

metll:' few laundre:s'>"ll acc:OIl1l"'fllW lhe"" new " nus. 
A "olunlccr ,n " Tcnnc Si>e<\ unil "'rute, "Ihere Were 

noneof Ilres.: women [13und"",,,,,,] •• f;u- U 00' OO",r. 

"alions cAlended. :uno"g II", volunt"r regi...,,," ... • 
Many volunt(c~ "oa<k . pt('lfic noIe ollhe rim lime 
lhey performed such ca mp cho",~ as cookln, mod 

w,.h"'l1_ W,lham II . RlChllnl~, One of Colnoel 

Alexander W. Don,phan '~ Missouri volun""''' wrote: 

I "c,'cr 001 led [clothes) hefore. and [ fele prclly 
much as I did ..,hen I bcll"n 10 r:oot IHuHa<1 II w;u 

perfeclly gn:en ~I lhe boJ~u>c!s. hoi" had 10 be dono: I 

I went 10 "'Mk awkwardly e""ugh. h~ my M:IIhlcd 
ha.MI, 00", WUrIe$'. B", a man can wa,h his clothel 

"hen he IS obl,g..'tl 10 do II, lhe "Pm,ons o r lhe ladic. 
not"llhSland,na·" 

When women were present ;n ~olunlecr",gin"'nl s. 

lhey frcq.""nlly dlsgu,sed lhe .. r",m,",nIlY a.id.<;efVCd 
under quesl,OrIable ci",umsla~s" NUts' /'IQflon,,/ 

RegIS/C' repo!1~ .. l lha. a woman etlli~led in Capl WII · 
ham Walke"~ Compan y orr the Second Rellunenl of 
Ir"lrana Volunla:~ in an dfon 10 join her falller ... he 

h:ld em'graIOO!o Te~;u SUnlo: yea .. e3rlter_ When her 

,.:knlily "'II.< reveale<.i. Ih" w ldlers of he. comp.:my 
noised funds fOf her journey," Zo S Cook recalled lhe 



enll~l""'n' or one ,·<>Iun.ee. ' s ')oun",. 1x0lh..:. ," who 
",t\en d,sco,'erw 10 be a demimonde from ,he cily of 

Mobile wa~ pronll"ly <lisch;tfged." A ~inloJaf '''r~n~e

men. e~.~ be.ween 1..1 AmandusSchnabel and Eli-.a
bcllo C Smi.h, alia!; p, I. K,II Newcome of Comp;1ny I), 

G,lp,,,', Ralllilion ofMI~$Ouro Volllnlcc",. Alle r a bnef 

penod or St.:. viw.Smi'h became prelV'aill. ~nd Schnabel 
cocoura~ M"o<ks.e" H.."...,.,." .~M wasdi'OCOvc'cd 
and ..enl b;1C~ 10 MISSOUri by "'n!,,,, irdm. A m.lllal)' 

coon manlall' icd Schnabel for "Ien"ng, ~lec~inl:. and 
~OOabliallnllllic f '" lib a fcnuole. lho:rcby. dtfrauJ"'JI 
rh~ U",re<l SWlts of Ih~ x",,,;u of a good alUl 
(()H'{wl~nl _'oll/Ia." Sl:hnabel "'a~ discha'",L-d follow
Inl! ,he mal Smilh. ~liu Newccome, la.er wed lhe 

Uniled SlalCS govemnlenl for a land bounly and In 

MI"ch 1854 rcCt",ed 160 ""n~' or land." 
Many ,-ulunltt. camps lacked baSIC sani' alion and 

qooc~ly becamc Im:edmg grounds fOI dY'oCn'ery and 
",her IlJnesse~. MO.'1 cni(~n-soldlers "ert'!, acconling 
to ..,,,e ui»e-rvcr, "young and itlupo:ncllI:ed, neve, 

haVing bee" ~way from 1M counsel.oh kill" falher. or 
affe<:lIonal(, mother .... ' TIle .. lack of dorn.!.>lic skills 

uno.loobtedly comnhulell 10 the volumeers' high non· 
vlOlen, casually rates, A«ortli", 10 offic,al War !)e. 

pan~nl s!A"~tio. 31 2 percent (4,'1 17 oot ur 15.736) 
or tM re~ula .. of Ih" "<>111 ~,tablishmenl" die.1 ~, a 
re~uh uf"<.1,,,,,.,,, and !heuposure~:orwJ han.l>hipsof;on 

:K'I"'C camp,"In, "dependent of ""' ..... '" CQIlnOCIS 

..... ilh 1M cnemy.'· [n e,"" '"". 21 ) percent "r the 
'·olun'c~". (1~.611 ou' of 73,2(1)) oIi~d from "mll~, 
con:um'taOC<"'>. While f\OIt -violen' ea,..",llic:s appear 

higher among Ih.e regul"fS. ""'Mn the molllhly ca~ually 

r~U" i, ~"n"dered-"Ihe "ue ~"'Tlp"roson." ..:cording 
10 A ........ n. Surgeon Roc:h.lfd Coohdge--Hle \"olun
teen' momMy C.L<UI.1ty mle Wa!; 2.13 ",,""'Ill per 
ttlO,,'h. nearly twice Ihe I .2() pen,,,nl suffcn!d by lhe 

relularsor,heokl ~3bhshmeIllP Gnmlcd, lhen! were 
",",rocam d,ffcre .. ",:.~ bet ... ·een n!!,ulars a'MI vulun· 

Ie"", a "''''~( CO"l<:<JUencc or.h"" military experience 
and dl!;CI~hnc However. (he aforemen,ion,;d disparity 

'ot.HICthek~ .elnf...-.-:a lIoc: ~'g",nC3111 donte5loc rule 
plaYL"<1 by k,undn!sscs In the n;gular n!S lment~ , 

It would appear Ihal Ihe n,ncleenth -century 

" OlNn . S "cui' of ,k"'leSIOC'(Y" found ex pn:ssioo ..... uhm 
the U.S. Army during the Me. ican War. Regul". A, my 
laundrc.'-"'-' aowJ camp wOmen ."'~eloped a di"inc' 
n:alm ..... ,Ihm lhe: ... ganiz.~(lonaJ sttOCtun; of.he anle-
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bellum U.S milllat)' . Mal.ng M mih.ary sc.llng ,he" 
home, lhey c. tended lhell mil""""" 'u (he soldier.' In 

Ihe" care. Ahhuu",h Ihere we,c <JIhe. mllerent dlffcr
ences between rq;ulars and volunl<:crs, (he influence 

of these WOmen wal'ccrtainly prom""cm amon.ll.hem. 
FM from being enher p,uslillues or "the girls lefl 
hehu .. I." laundres~J and camp women Wtro: an " .. por
tanl pari of the U.S. Anny du"ng lhe Mexocan Wa, 
CnoklllJ:. w3~hon8. al .. 1 livinJ: ;IIongsidc Ihc" ,uld,t'

husband ... A<my l~undreS5c' l><Uv,dcd 3n ""llOrlU'" 
hurnmltlng Influence for.he: U.S. regul,orwk!.ers" ho 

foughl on Amcnca ' ~ fi,,1 larJ:ely forelg" WIlr 

Robert P. W .. llemonn. Jr. , is" Ph.D. C .. ndIlJaI~ in 
hwory al r,_ItH A.tM Uni"t'-~;Iy 
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women flCcompanyons .he U.S Army duronS the Mc~i
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lhe FrenCh and Ind,an Waf. see Ian K. SI""I~. Belm y
als' FOri Willi"", IIt"ryimd lit" Mu.r.om;r .. (New Yurk , 
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ICCOglllU lhem "' "belongln'" 10 lhe ""'Y, whICh 
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'''Ih Me ... i", (1l!47; ~pnnl o:d • New Yort., 1973). PI' 

1<1-15 
17 1'.",,,-.. J. f.llackwllOd. cd., Til MI.' ... ko ..-lIh -"COI/. 

4uus o{Clffll"ill £ K,rby Smi'h '" lIi~ Wife (Cam' 
bndgc. Man, 1917). p. 17. 
18 W. A. Croffu •. ~d ,Fifty Y"lfrs '" Com/, 1111(/ f 'icld 

/);"ryof MlljOr--Oen" • .,1 EtM" Alltn Hilcir.cO(k (Ne w 

York. 19(9). p 194. 
19. RuIJe,t H. Ferrell. ed. M,mIUTel' II 0",.·/: Thi." 

M"xlclMI War 1m"", uf Li~ull.'''a''' /)unu, /845·/847 
(lA~IngIOl\, Ky .. 199U), P 8-
20. 81.dw,~xl. 'to M,·;t.~o willi .'k~IlI. p. 16 
21 IIHd •• p. 17. 

22. FerrelL MOIII",..,y is OU,S. P 27 I" lhe caleS of 
bulh Mrs Li,.Ny and M",. Durr~,oce. men wuh ""ue· 
spulldi,,& n~mes ha~e been localed in the ](cgl~.ers of 
EnhsHnenlS in the U.S Army. BoIh John Llnd~y, a 

<Oldter who ""'nh~ted 31 Fon P,ke. LotJlsia"~, Of! 1 
Sep'emocr IlI44. and Willi"m Uomncc. who rttn· 
h.,cd ;n lhe Sc~en.h 1"f"ntry al New Orleans on 14 
Janu;py 184~ aflerailnefpenod awayfromlhc Army. 

had SCI "ICC I«ord~ cun)"'C'" wnh tha. of '-,eulcnan! 
0 :",". <:~p!am Kilby Smuh' s ealhCl ",f",,"lIcc 10 ~" I ", . 

](~h call al)OJ be paIred wllh Pn SeNSU.1I Roth. a 

Il!enli."ce from Fon Cr~ ... r()rd. Wiseo",in. "ho sI!:n«d 

'-". "s~m on 30 J~""ary 1845. I" :oil !h~e casc •. the 
",Idlcrs wen: vClemns of ,mlil"')" -",,,,i.-e "bo had 

"" !vcd al least one five· yc:Ir en I 1M me nl See RegiSler of 
Enh<lments In Ihe U,III<:d Smes Army. 179S-1 914, 

Nallonal An:hivcs MoclOCOJlY 111 233. roll. 20-21. 



23. John 1I. Po<tcr. ~Medic~1 and Surgk.;tl Noo:s of 
Campaign~ In lhe War Wllh M""iC"u. during !he Years 

J 845, 1Mb. 11147 and 11148." i\me"cM Jo"rnal of rhr 
Mtd'c(J/ Sc,tltUS 23 (J;ulUa'Y IIIS2): 17-18. 

24 Ni/a' NtmONlI Rt~lSIu. Fifth SeflC~. 20. nu, 24 
( I S Aug 1846): 373; llcnl)'. Ca"'pDiSrI S4CICilc.,I" 53. 

25. The firl't chronicle. "f Rnrl:,nni5' uploits arc 
ru"no! In Mltl' N""otKIl Regislro', Fofth Sci""'. 20. /I() 
24 (1 S Aug 1846): 373. "nd \..eWI $l.. AlIen.f'e"cilli"S" 
ofSunef A/OI'S Ill., Hiu 0,,,,,,/,, (N"w Y orl< . 1848), p. 
22-24.llv.: furrne. _rc:e coot.llns the '1001,," ... ·unl •. 
Mnre Ik:lalled !>/.ooiu mchKk J.P. Elliott. '"The Great 

We."crn. Snwh Rllw"",,". Muthe. I'nd M,stre .. to Ihe 
US Army.H Jour .... 1 of A'hana Hi)lory 30 (Spnng 
1989)' 1- 26. and IInan Sandwich, TIre G"al II'tfIUII: 

/"If~"dary /..adyof'lIr Solu/"'UI(Ell'aso. T c . .. 1991), 
pp 1- 13. See also kl" "'" Holm, Womfrl in 1/1£ MiIi· 

Imy: An Unfin.slu:d R"w>l""0II(Nov3to. Cahf., 1981), 
r> 5. ,,00 B.,C1~ Sowers All and Konnoe nornroseStunc. 

C""'11,,1I""'in!:, A Hislory of Iht Mililory Wif" (Ne w 

Vorl. 1991 ). p. 3 1 
26 Allen. I"'ltcillingl A.I'ml!l'h~ IUo Grandt. 1".14. 
27 , Nilc.' Nmion,,1 Rtl/iSler, Fifth Series. 20, IlO . 24 

(15 Aug 184(,). 373 
28 .... 11~n. f'tne.l/ingl Ai,,,,s IIu: Rw Grand" p. 24. 

29 Fcm:lI. MIm'e"e), II O .. rs, 1', 7~. 
30 P:lr.w~ph 2. Orden; No. 63. Headquarters. Ann~ 

of Occupatioo. Maumoros. 21 May 1846. sy~l~ 

prlntcd in Mr.xltw, W"rCor"sp<>IIdtlla. M'~S"Ke.'J "f 
,lie f',uidttll "flh~ Unir~(1 Stalrl. and rht Corrt$pt"" 
tlrnc-r. Tlrr",.'uh Co",munic(Jl~ ,,,,ho'«n.he Sec .... 
I", Y "f IVII r m,,1 01 hrr Officers of Ow Go ... "nm~n' llpon 

til.· S .. bj<'C1 'if'h~ M~ rlt',m War. I louse cue, Doc. (,0. 
W" COOl, I" ~ss .• 18411. p. j 16. 

31 . I'crr.;,lI. M"nIC"t! IS OUTS. P 107. 
J2. lIcnr~, CUnI/N.ig" Skuchu. p. 164. 
B Onkrs Nu, 146. Hc:1dqulmers. Army ofOccupa 

11011, Camp ""ill MonIC""),, 27 Nov 1846. pflnlcd on 
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14 Josepli E. Chance. cd .. 'I'M Muletln W'" Journal 
ufCaptain ~'",nl:lm Smllh(J:w;kson, MI SS .• 1991). pp 

172- 73. 
15. Blackwood. '(0 Mvico ,..illl &'(1/1. p. 99. 
3(). lnGeOlt" Will,tonSmith and CharlesJutbh . ...n .. 
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cdit"" 'lOIe that "Afterthoe capllm, of Vcr.< Crox. whoen 

Scott eliminated all ~urplus b:lggag" fOf the march 
Inland tn Ihe Cl!~ of Me~ i,o, orde,. balred camp 

''''-~n from lhe lIIarch." While [hoe autl\nr has ilknll. 
rled orders cltmln~!ln& C~cc:loS ooggage, he ha~ ..... 'n 

.... able IIJ lucale any orders ;",Ied by Scott that refel'o 
laund,eMic.'''''- camp " 'Omen eUher in C",,,,,rdl Orders 
and Ci n: u I JfS of t hoe W Dr no: fNln rno:: nt UId He:1dq tUnc'" 
oflhe Allny, 1809-1860, National An;hive. MI~ro. 
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Iie». 
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1'<'" W'" (New V 011;, 191 I), 1'. I 29 
38 Samuel H Stair 10 hiS wlf~, 14 MOl 1847. W K. 
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45. ~ge C. f'"rl>er. Tlrl' Twdl'f MrJII,lu' V"j,m,ur: 
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So/diu in Ihl' CamptJigll$ "f Old ",,,I Nt ... M""",, 
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Allen. "tneil/mg • .... Iong IItt RIO Gro,u/I'. 22; Ann 

Ilrown J~""". Gathering /..a.",,1s in Muico; '/1.e Oi· 
(1)' of an Aml',;"lIn Soldier in rile MI'.xicllII Amf"e"," 
War (l incoln. Mass. 1990), p. J; Allan Pe~kill, ed .. 

V"llInturs: Tile Muie,,,, War JOI".,u.ls "f f'ri"atf 
I/i,:h,,,y} Cou/lt( OM ''''''H~UIII 'I'ho,.,ol Hu,dll)', Com· 
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(4JuI1846)'288. 
49. :z., Cotlt. " MexICan W;u Rcml"i'iCC~." Itla· 
b",,,,, Hi>umcal Quurltrly 19 (1 Q~7), 43H--39. 

50. s"., Thomas L. K:'lne,. ' '(1ill''O'5 Voluflleen. un 

lhe Santa roe Tr;til:' K"""'L< HiJlorical Quarluly 311 
(Spnng 19(4): S-6. Leo P. Oliva. ~Mi.!$Oll" Volun
Itt'" on lhe Sama Fe Tr;lJl. 1847_II!4H:' Ti,,, Troll 
Guid~ I~ (June 1970): J-.4 . 

S 1 A lI~n. I'~ncilli"gs Alou!: Ihi' Rio (h.lIldr. p. 22 
H . RlClwd II. CooIid1.'<!. S',l/ill;",,1 l("f'OrI Ott 1M 

S,dness and MOrlol" y III Ihe It "" Y oj / Itt' Un rI~ Srm ~s 
Comp;l~dfm'" the Hocord$ of the S"'ccon (i~lIem/"s 
Offiu; EmhmrillB a I'triod of SU/Ptll Years. from 
JimUlJry. 1839, 10 JIlItUtlry. 1855, Senalc Exec. One. 
96, 34lh COf1~, lSi ~s.~., 1856. p. 606. 

In Mcmorinnl 

Dr. M ichael C. Ro b imoll 

Micha.:l C. Rollinson. formet h;,'orlan wllh ,he U.S. Army Cor~ of Englll«t~' Lower MIssissippi 
Valley Divi,;Ofl, diwon 29Novcmher 1998 m Vicksoorg. Mi"i",pp,. Hewas 55 A IIativcnfKingman, 
Kan ....... he e3l1led his doctonole from lhe Uni""",;ly ofWyomlDg In 1913. He worked fot!he American 
Public Works A'loOC lalioo In WDslllnglun, D.C., and ChiC3g0. Illi"", .. from 191410 1Q82. lim as 
as>'QCialc edil'" of ,he assoclallun' s b;,;t;nlenmal hlslory uf publi<: works in the UmiW Siale.< and Ihen as 
rc;;c.arch coo.-d,nalot fot lhe ""hlle Wurl.! III$(OOc:al Sudcly. 

In 1982 Or Rubln<,OJi bec~ lhe finl hi.,."-,,,,, oflhe MissiSSippi R,,,,,, CommiSSion and lhe Corps 
of Eng1ll".,,--..· I.m"el M Ississlpp, V~n~y [}'~I !IOfl. In 1994 he was lIppolDled lhe diyi."",· s thld of 
publi\: aff""s. IX. RoblOrotl wrule "Alc","vely on 
milolary. c,vl l enlllllunng. mill en~II'Onll'lC'nlaJ 

hiSlot)'. Inaddilion 10 hIS cOOltioolion IU H'-~/"ry 

of ('uhlir W",.l.- in die Unll~ 51111" .•. /776-1976 
(Chicago. 1\176), lie aUlhurud Wmn fOT II!~ Wtlt; 
The IJ UTtQU af R tt;1(U,III/;llft, 19(11- 1977 (Cbica&o. 

1979). and (junbom~. /~"" WaitT. and Ymdu 

lligrnully: A Hi1IUry of IJGlI~y'l O"m (Aalllfl 

RUU IlC. I'191). 

I)r. Robmson wa •• " in""~allve and creal;"" 
publiC hlsloO;m whoe~e~ 11ed In promoting lhe u,", 

of hmol"l~al a,,"ly.,~ among manug"'" "rod policy 
",,,kers. !'or over Iwcnly y~a". he ptomOlW lhe 

""lIly n(hlS1~ >ltodics in decI510'Hnal;in~ He 
was among lhe fonnders of lhe Public WOI"ks 
lIi,wrienl SocielY In Chicagu. and he used hIS 
PUS" ,nn ~. ~search coon]inalnr of lh;11 oq:an;za-

1100 10 Jhow senH.o< ma""8Crs In lhe publIC 100 
privale sl:<:I<M','he Imponanceor ()tal h"'ory Inlcr· 
v;';ws and h,sloric:d Slwic.<. Hi< many cunllibu· 

lIOnS 10 lhe Army WCIC rccognlled by his ",,1ec1l00 
10 alle",1 III 1997- 98.11e U.S Almy War CoIl~",. 

in Carlisle. Pennsylv:m;~. "" npponuni,y urrercd 
10 only II very selecl glOupof clYllian empluyCt:~ of 
lhe ~p;u1mclll oflhe Army Michud Robinscn 

10 



CMH Issues :l CD-ROM on the United Stlltes Army in World War I 

Ry John Elsbttrg 

ll>e entry o( the 1J001ct! SM~ InlO World W~r I ",,,rked IhlS n~uon 's clllcrsc""e.u a maJOr ",ililary 
powel in .. orld affall'S The AmerICDn F->.pWnionary t'On:e~ (AEF), scnllO Fr;II'11;e In 1917, clearly lipped 

the balarn:e ill f''''ur of lhe AllieS . a,'er 1"'0 Illillioll IroopS were 1r~lIsl'uncd 10 France, of whum 1.39 
",illitJII )Crved 3tthc fronl. Tn ",ark the eightieth :mnivc ..... ry of lhe Alhes' mlll'ary victory ,n 19 1 S, lhe 

U.S, Armyc.:mer oF Mlllt3l)' lils.tory hao "o w im~d a three-di_'" CO·ROM. TIr~ UniMtI S'(1/~J "'",y ;n 
\Vorld W", I. Ih~1 b'int:S lot:~ther all of the Center', publis hed wort on Ihal war. 

TIle he;ort of the Cll is a hul:'!'. ~an:h.lble collecti ..... of rKords. the 18_"0Inlne lj""Nl S'a'u Army 
,n ,I,,. World Wor. 19J7 1919. "'h"'h Ihe Army published In 1948. This work qoickly became a ~ta""n,d 

primaI)' <.OU'OO for anyone studying the Army's challenge~ and e.~riencn In World War I. The CD
ROM alsoupanr:lsllusr.lo<:umenurycollcclion by iocludmg the flve.-volumeOrduo/&mluJ/tht ljnuftl 
SlIJlfS Land I-orcr:s in lilt World 1I'0r. first puhl "I..,.j by IIIe Army fmlll 1931 to 1949. 

Oher worts on the CD ind" .... 1.<'0,.,,;n6 {"''''ons In '"e "'mule"" E..'p<!t/"lo/llJI) F"'I;~s. an 
mtrodoclocy !!$$IIy by Kenneth E.. HamblJrl.'er thaI prol' ide5 an ~nalytical OVCfvlew of the war;A"",,;cun 
A,""~s olm HaIl14i~It{~ In Ellro,w, a cia!'"" autko<italive. and "",1I_illu'<lr:llcd ~tudy I'ubli,hcd by tile 

Al1Icri~an Battle Monul1lenL~ Commi"ion in I 'J3H Ih.t i~ stili a useful guide '0 tile ballld'ields where IIIe 
AEF fought; and A""yAn in IVorld IVllr I. adiSllnclive and revC31ing SCI of prints by the Army'~ r,~ 

uniformed anms. 
A< K~nncl h Hamburger makes clear in hiS u!.IIy. I he 1I;~tory or tile "Great War" can .<Iilltcach "cry 

Il'lcvantlc~<oos 10 today's mIlitary ~~ and planllC"'. Ah ....... gh the age of lrcnch .. -:ufare is long o""r. 

the dynamiCS or effoctlve planning and dec islOn·nwang h,,"'C not chan.t:ed. The CD'. swceping army of 
d~y-hy-day deta,l In d 1ecll'"wides a labor~tOf)' ill which much of tioc rca lily of one or Amen""' ~ ""'Jor 
.... I"> n:emel'gc', r>OI,h ...... gh h.nds.ght bI .. as il was expeneoc.:d and descnbed al the lime. 

Wil~lfllhe Army, lhe CI)·ROM (<':MH EM 0023) can bt: rcqubitillf"'d by ~ cnl"",and'$ ol.~tatf 

sec:llon' ~ publica"on ;lCcoum !Inkier from the U.S . Ar",y I'ublic;lIion~ l)iMribution Center--Sl Loul~. The 
CD-RO~II~ ava,l~hle for ptJbhc S3le fro", the Go""mmenll'rint ... ,. Office oncler GPO StOCk Nu",ber 
IX)ll-l)29-00342·2 for S211.IXlOniers may bt: dnoclcd by mall \0 the Superintendent ofDor;umem.I, P.O. 
Uo~ l71954. PllIsburgh. PA 1~250-7954, or by phone to 202-512-1800. 

A e l,1I rur rape r!! n n the (';ivi l Wpr I .. th" Burder S tllt es 

The Ucpao-' IOen' of I liS'lory at Fa .. """" Sl"'~ College ha~ ",soed a call rur papers for ~ co"fefeoce on 
'·Sto"ewall JlICkson and the Bonkr Stare. d uring rile C,vil War"' to be held at rhe ~ullegc's Clarhbu rg. 

West Virgi"ia, camplis0fl22-23 Oc.obcr 199\1. Clu,ksburg i, the binhpiaceof1ltomasJ hdson. I-'apel'$ 

pre~d fOl ,he conference may addrns any portIOn of Jackson'~ life and c.lteCr or ~ny a~1 of lhe 
m,lil8ry, politi cal. or MJci~ 1 h,-siory of the Civil War in thc border ~1 "ICS. inc ludmg We~t Virgin ia. 
Proposal. for paperuhouldhescmby 7 Mayro Prof Ken Mtllen-Pcnn, DepannlCnl oflh ~lory. Fainnont 

SI~le College:. 1 20 I Locus! A "eo",,". Fa'noom. WC>I ViTglnl~ 26554 InqolOe~ fIIay be: dIrected tn Prof. 
Mlllen.Pc" " at .J.t)4 · 3(,1-4_~OO 

" 



A New Chief Arrivcs ut the Center of Military Hislury 

Ari,. Gen. John Slo.:m Brown btx. ... nlCch,ef 0( m,lnary h'$Iory In Dt=mber 1'198. t.w:C~lng Brig. (Jell John 

W. (J:Kk) Mounlcaslle whu relired a1lhe end ofOr.:lob:r. Gene",1 Brown c;un,: 10 the Ccnler frum Mon., lklgtum. 
whtre hi: had SI:,ved ~rnce July 1997 as chief "r the Re<ju,re,ncnls and Prog",m, Rrnrn:h of lhe Sup..,,,,,, 

Ileadquartcrs. Allocd !'"owers. Eul"OpC, He bc<;~mc a lIeneral ofrl.:cr in Scptember 1997. 
Brown ,.'as born In Augu.1 1949 r>C3' Nul"tmberg. 

("oermany. where h" father, nl}W n.~"r:dCoI. HOQI;e M. 
Drown. was a yoo'!!: al1,lIcry officer wnh lhe I" InfWl

try Divi.i" ... GencrnlBrownanendcdlhc US MiloID.y 
Academy and graduated cIghtb in thccla. ... of 1971. An 
annorofftcer. hi, fiM m.lilary a<.<rgnrnem was wilb lire 
I" Armon:d Di.;.ion in Gemuny. wlrere he ".,rv~"tl as 

" "IMoon leader. company exr:cUl "'c ollieer, and bri 
g:.de I/!qual opportun ;t y ~Laff offoeer. He a1tended 1110; 
3moor o ffICer adv3I>c;e course al FOf1 Kno~. Kenlucky. 

IIfler wh,ch he ~"'w thel'\: a. lhe S_I (pcoooonci 
offoeer) of lhe 4· Buu~l;"'n. 3'" Armor. an elernen! ur 

the 194· Armuroo Rflg:ade, and as lhe COnl",.nder of 
lhe baualron', Company D. 

Geoe",1 Brown spenl IWU)'1!<'lfS rn Hloommglon. 
Indiana. "s " &radunle .Iudenl ,n h"lory SI r"diDna 
Universily. which aWDrdcd him maSler', an,J tlocloral 

degree~. He lalCr pubhshW lhe product ofh,~doctor.d 
re~arch under lhe rille Droftu Omslon: 7"IrtI IJ8'" 
1'1/"(11'111')' niviJi,,,, in World War 1/ (Uni""flr1y of 
Kentucky !'ress, 1986). Brown ' ~ "~Henlal grandfalher. 

Gf:n~rul 8m"'n 

M~j . c;.,n. John E. Sloan. had commanded th" RII~ D, vi sion in 1942-44. Mnd hi. falher had ilCrvetl in tlrc divt~lon 
"" a forward anillery observer alld .~ lhe S_I and the S--4tsupply offICer) on lhe division'~ wmime artillery ",*aIT 

Geoe",1 Brown 1~"'1:-11I history M lhe U.S. Mlhlary Academy from 198110 1984 
After spenrJing a year al lhe Anny's Com",;",d and Geoeral Siaff Collel,'<:, Gene..,1 Ilrown received a scrres 

of a~,is:nrncllis W,lh d,visional umlS in Gcnllnny . He served ao lhe S-3 (opcrnhons officer) ~lId Ihe cx«ulive 
nffoeer of l/Ie 4- Banalion. 6fJ" Armor, an elemenl uf lhe 3' Infanlry ])ivision: as the e~CC:UI,ve officer or lhe 3' 

H"g;rdc of Ibal divlsio,,; and "",ommandcroflhe2' Ballalion, W Armor.an d"noemofthe 3" Brigade: (Fofward). 
2' ArT11Onl<.i D, .. s,on. The brig3de 100"00 10 Saud, Ambia in January I '.191 and served in Opcm,Orl.I DE:SERT 

SHIEll> and DESERT STORM as lhe Ibird bflgade uf VII Corp~' r" Infanlry Divi,ion . litown'! b;lIIalion and 
lire h • .'O OIher hne banaliun, oflhal brig;rdc JOllied lhe blIlIle for t/le Wadi al-B~I;" . ill ' ''''Iluil wesl uf lhe KUW3r1' 
border. late on 26 February 1991. They rnoved Ihrough lire well-prcparcd obs!.Kk' or lhe Iraq' Atmy '5 12'" 
A"nomd Drv,soon, (\cslroyinl: lhe lanb IIIaI hold been emn:nchc:d across lheir tuule. and cnltted KUw:lil. lirown 

wa< awarded Ihe Leg,,,,, uf Merit and lhe Btonle St~r Med:l1 Tile blIllalior' ' ''I urned 10 Genn:tny in May 1991. 

and Hrown lefl i"he followlllg monlh . 
After aue .... 'n' lire U.S. Na,'.1 War College .II Ne" 'pur1, Rhode Island. Gene",1 Btown scrved fur. year as 

lhe 0-3 (ope"'liOll$ offra:r) of lhe 24- Inf;mlry Divis"", al !'on SICw:tr1. Oc:oog'Ol. He then wenl Iu Fo<t Hood, 
Texas, where he ",rved for f,ve monlhsa> lhedepuly G -3 of III C ........ and for tWO yeanllSrommanderofthe 2' 
Brigade:. I ~ C~ vnlry DIvision. lie tlcployed "',Ih the brigade 10 Kuwail in I99S . He -,",rved in the Pentagon from 
November 1 99S loJuly 1997 a~ the c xcc:ullve offlCC' lu the Army's depulY ,bief of stafffor operdliun~ and plans_ 

' llIe slaff 0( lhe unlet is delrghted lu have Ih,~ Iok,Ued and experienced offoecr;u iU' helm. 

" 



THI~ CHI I'~l"S CORNER 

J ohn Sloa n Hrown 

As lhe newly ass,g~ Ch",f of ~M'lary HislO<)' , I wanled to tell yOli how pleased I .,,' IU be JOinmg 
llo"d)'"",",,, organi,;:uion aM how apprtC'<l.u~e I am of ail lOO hard worklhal has been gomg nn ,n II durinll 

lloe I~SI sc,·cr.,1 r"'mlh s I "m panicularly );.alcfullo lh~ who I'n~~ 1",.11" ~I ","h themSl:lvc s even ['unher 
Ihan usual to covCTlhc Interval het",'cen Brig,.dier Gcner~1 Jack Mounte;utle:' ~ ,x,patlun: .rid my lUTlval. 
n.c 'rUI:)! I"", or an OI'$;3n.utlOlt· s 1l'~'lle~e " ", llbtilly IU compcn ... te ror the abse~e of ~ey pla~'e", 

n.c tJ .S Army Ccnle' ur MIlitary IIIStory lias cenamly ~wn well ,,' fKlng thIs p.ulleular test l 

I am ,'cry pleased DIId ""I,re..",.1 wilh "'hat [have Sl:cn oflhe Slnllegic P[:m 20[0 fo. Ihe Army 
H "Iurk~[ Prugram and Ihe Slrateg,c I'I~n 2() I () for the Celllcr uf MIlitary I h SlOfy. TIle'\£: illiliallvn a~ 

thu"Chl fu[, thorough. ba[a~ed. and dynanllc ItOlall y ,upl'ortthem.:md w< a[[ recognm.: tl"'lthe SOCCc" 

of a plan dep"nd~ on Ih" ) L,II and rncrgy of IlS execullOll The C(H";"plualerfon 10 define a slmlcgy f(H 
fulfilhng OUr responSlbtllhcs Into lhe , ... nty·fiBl century I~ beh,nd u~ .nd ~~. Now the equ.~lIy 

dIfficult lasL of ma",ng 1)la n~ ""I"ally work out m prxuce .. UPOII us. I know that we w,1I all con 1m"" 

Iu pul1lugether In harness Ihrough Ihe cXlrnortlinary CITon5 rcquill'd by our ' ... ·0 SI"'tclllC Plans 2010, 
·nm)OI~t.ool my car«r I have found ~ul"'rv,~iOll work> best ... ~n su~r."I§nr, ",let,." My door is 

open, and I 3111 a<";,,,,~ible. What '5 II'IOR:, I ",II IlUk~ every cITurI to ge, OOt and "~11 M,boord'nalC5. 
",bon:[uUIC headquane.", and p.aralld ",.IT 3V"""'S In lhe" _'n pllICe~ of 00"""'0 Please do rKll 
ml~,nlef[""1 ,,,d, ~ "lnill'>1ry of prescnce" ILl e,<cumvellll,," of rouUI'oC' pI'O(edurc or cu,lr"nary chains uf 
'Qnlll,and. II ,. merely Illy effort 10 figure OUI whalls gOlllg on hy "wa[kmll around" among" Iho:;<l whom 

I ,upe,v'S<' or Sl:rvc , 

Agalll.lct roo ",ilerJle bow pleased I am 10 be cum'"ll aboard as Ch",r of MIlitary History dunng tl1l'<.e 
dynamIC. cb.iI[lcrtginll_nd t~fUll' rcW;lnjln~",1C>o 

Ed ilor 's J nurnll l 

Th,.' " .. .oK; p"""nl. 1 .... 0 inlerc5un[!. and thoug.lll-l'fUvukln,l: anlCle:~ on.he mnc'centh-c:emury U.S 
Army, Itobe" [>, \Venellell"'. Jr .. a graduate sludent al T CAWS A&M Un,,·el$lIy. opcM wrlh "" ;UIIC Ie tbat 
c~plolc, Ihe role and Im[>-ln durr" s the Me~ ,can War of wonlen .... ho lIIere allached In an ofl,c,nl c~ pacity 
10 tJ .S. itell"I." Army unll~. Rebe\:(;t. Ita",",s, a CMH hi.torian. enmnlC!' ,~, Army SIgnal Corp!<' 

Struggle duri"g'hc SI .. ",)!,·Arnrm:;m Warlo provtdc A" ""rit;'an mlJIt;u')' and govern"""ntalle:aders ... IIh 
the ablhty tocommunlCall: ""arly lII,l antaneuu 5ly IIIlth AmerICan tronps that had landed .n e...,,,,y-ru[e<! 
,nwla, lcnil",;,,;,.. Raltle> also cumlf\e) the Signal Cot'JI.' role In Inte[hgence 1l~l hcring 

Itfillcd Army Lt Cui Thomas O. Morgan pre<em< 31, ..... htr vlewpolnl on French ArIllY'~ rebuff of 

Ihe 191 II German aHack on Ven.!ulI, whIch Roben U. Bruce JtIdCt:d "a 10gl~l ica[ feat of ",orlument~1 
propotWM'" on all artICle In the Summer ['.19M Lo,s,tC of Amry IIIHDry. MOf&IIn art:"'" th~1 the bloodb.:olh 
lhe: I 'rc~h <:oou,,::d at Verdun lef. thell n31100 M) war_w<ary as 10 be unprepared 10 mr:et a renewed 

German mlillary Ih.ea! ""'., t .. ·o doten y<:3rs later. n,,~ ;'>Ue cl<»cs WIth fC~ICW' of elj:.ht recently 
puhl"llCd buoh. all bill one of wh,eh focll~ un various ca"'palgn~ and pan,c,pam. '" World War II . 

The CC"lcr uf Mil ilOry [ lt~IOry I~ 1I0W s.:c"",[yens£:onccd m II. new building ~I Fort Le.lcy J McNair. 
,."., rt'\,1nag,ng ednnr ""cleo""", ~[[ commenlS and "'"lIc" )ubmi~~IUIIS, whIch ""'Y be .1ddressed 10 hi'" 
Dt the III,uli"g anoJ .... mal[ addll'sse.< ,,,,en m the box (HI p.:tg<: J. 
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j\'l lmiresting Its Destiny 

The U.S. Army Signal Corps ill the Spanish-Amcri(;lIn War 

By R~be«11 Rll ines 

Tfut: 10110 .. illS 0 melt IS on txp'",dtd ,"#:"';,'" '1,1tt 
IJ<J/,n Iht oUlhor ,tlld {I/ Ihe Colt/"'''ltn 01 Army 
IIUIQrillM htld '" J .. "" I99Xol Helhuda. Marv/(lIt(/. 

Kel ween "S (rUlIon in 1860 ""d I he oUlhre3 l of 
Ihe Warwnh Spain.theSignal Corp<uarched for a 
niche wilhin lheA,,,,y. WhenlheC, v,1 Waropmed ,n 
1861.thc An"y sull commumcaled much a. n al"'3p 
had. usons mourned cOtJrie"'~1M1 "'us,c~1 ~,gnals such 
a, drum beal) m,d h .. gle calls. The fie Id of communi· 

eatiu,," w"s '"'' yet recognized 3S a mil ilary specially. 
Wh, I~ Ihe e lectri( telesr3ph had been used COmmer_ 
cIally for n.eat'y twenly y<:au. ,I had nO[ ~n perfected 
for mi litary pm ,''''''5. 1be w,S" ag flags ,nvenled by 
Maj . Albert I. Mycr. Ihe Army'~ fi.)1 d,er "8nal 
officer. fen ,n,o ~ k i",.1 uf technalag,ealume warp. 
They were )i"'I,le to ,uanipulate and cou ld re 13}' '''''s
>nge< over relatively long distance •. Empluyed by 
bolh s ides during Ihe Ci" il W",. Ihe "' al ~,ng flags" 
""'ped fililhe OOll1ntu""",'ion, lap Ulno) ,acucal teleg
laphy bee~tlle eo,,"oonpl;JCe. liy Ihe lime Ihe Unned 
Stale< went 10 war,n 11198. comn,unll·al, .. n.,,,,,hnul
ngy haddevcloped ~oe ~lcn.i .... , ly Ihultl,e Waf wllh 
Spain became Ihe fir., eunn iel r""11111 by (Our Army, n 
"'h ieh ciecltical cOmnu,",cal ,0nS played a prcdomi· 
nanl role 

Aftenlle C,~,I Warlhc Sig ... 1 C".'" had 5truggled 
fur .urvival. fi nt! on! ~Ivallon in Ihe operallon uf a 
,,~hunal wcalhcroervoce. The \ele~raph had made a 
~y~tem of nallonw,de wealher reporl illS pM."hle. ~nd 
1 he Signal Cut ps bu, It "vcr HJXIII m, le$ o f Ii nts be· 
Iween mili""y [>I)~" Bnd in area5 "'hcr~ cummercial 
roule< ....,re not yel feas'ble_ Signal ""Id,eh Ihu. wOrc 
'wo halo - a, mtlotMY teleg,aphe" and a~ " 'calher 
ut».e ... ·e"'_ln p<""'t~.lhe hranch·. m' I'larycommuni
~"t iun ,10" ,e, look a hack 5eal\O tl5 we;ullcr fune' '0<> •• 

A hhough Ihe Uniled SI,, 'e~ A "" y had been Ihe first in 
Ihe wurld Iu h~ve M "'parale and d,~unel S'gnal CurpJ. 
,I ,oon fell hch 'nd II. European tuUn' erra, I~ i n Ihe 
commutltca, luns .phc." NOl unlil Congren IranS
ferred lhe ","Cathe. ",nIce 10 the Ag"tul,ure IXpaf1-
• nc,,1 or' I X91 d,d lhe Signal Corps once again foc,,' iI,' 

" 

full a"en'lon on mlltlarycummunicaIKln •. 
The last half urthe ."ncteenth eenlury "'as a lime 

uffundamental change for bolh the Uni'ed S,&I<;$ ~nd 
il< A, my. The Indusllialll.e v"luuon hud Iran.formed 
Ihe nation from" landurf", rnS loone ol'factOtlu. In Ihe 
field uf cuu"nun ,cal ,on< alone . momen!!.>u. illn"vs
lion. had occurred ~,nce the C,vll War: Ihe leiepl",ne. 
electric light. and phonOglllph had aU been ,nvented. 
and telcl:llIph linc:$ now .panllCd the conll""nl. Indu'
lfialll. ~nlS like AT&T, Weslinghouse. anti General 
Eleclroc were becoming househuld ""me~. lk~plle the 
rUlmtions impu~~d by Siringent b"dgel~ and shor~

a~, of person""I.lhcSiglllll Corps endeavored 10 l~p 

abrc:.~t of the lalen ,«hnolog.tal de"elopmcnl, 
"ortun~'e l y. t he CUlpS wh gu ,rlcd duro ng 110 IS 

perood byoneofit~ most dynam,c le~der$. ling Gen 
AtI .. lphus W. Greely. Or<'ely ispe.haps bUI knowna_< 
the commander of a~ ,11·f.lcti ex""" ili" " 10 the Arcl 'c 
dUllng Ihe ea rly 1 880~ in wbich mOSI o f h,s men 
per' 5hed The unf""'Unal" OUICome of th. s enlerpri", 
U"C "harlow"" ,ts ~,sntfit an' ~tcomp I tsh tnt: n t..-...l he 
",t h"ro n g of .., ie nil r '" dal~ and a jou me y I 0 11M: forI""", 
PO' nl north r<achetl by ",~n t" that I ,,,,,,. I'ron"'ted to 

bro gadie r gener" I ""d c10 ief ~'gn31 officer I n 1881. 
Grcci y devuled Ill, cOlls,derable energy 10 .enorno ng 
I he bt allch 10 ,IS on, I nary s.gnaling f un"io" , ,n I he 

post w<:allH:-rbu~"u YClI,.,. . 
T u thi~cnd. Greely tnllla,ed effons '0 mode.no;..., 

the Corps' s ,snaling equipment. especially,,, field 
lelesr~ph tllli ns. Th~ ",.called train. were ;><;tu3l1y 
animal·drawn ""'gon, du'gned 10 carry leiciltaph ",. 
"t'''''''''''. Ie lephOllC s. and bane ries. pi", I he no..'Ce.-ary 
au~,hary ,'em~ fur lay,ng lone .••• uch as poles and 
,,', res. ' The Ira; n) had 0"'8,n3 II y ~n desi gllCti tI U,,"& 

Ihe Civ,1 War bul had «,ceoved liul" ~lte""on "nce 
Greely also ch:llnp;"ncd effnll.< 10 re ,ntroduce 

ac ronauuc. ,mu Ihe Army. I)unng the Covll W a'. 110" 
Army 01' the POlomac had briefly u~ed balloon •. bUI 
they had been operat etl by cjv ilian, under m' hlary 
$upcrvi.,on Afler lhe C,vil War. Civilians empl,,)"~-d 
by Ihe S.gnal Corps had .f1Iled b:ollOOl'\ for m.'kon~ 
,,·eat""rob5o:rV3l1Oll. By 11M: 1890s Eu~an nallons . 



particu larl y France. had lake n t he lead In mdnary 
aerOMOIIIC$. Greely prupo.ed that capti ve balloons 
accompany tdcgnlph lf3 in~ 10 .erveas ponable obser
yanon platfOfTTls. S ,gnal orr oc:ers COlI Id Ir.insm il ~ pons 
to the ground Ih rough Wlfe~ In the bal1{)(Jn', anc hor 
cable I nohaHy Ihe Signal Corp ' could afford In I'Uf
cha<e JU~I One balloon. wh,et, il obtained from a "~nch 
company A flcruhltmmg "' ~west acqul~nl<l" ;lIlhe 
World·~Colomb.an I!Kp<.I,lIlOn mCblcago In 1893, 
the Signal CoriiS $CIII Ihe blIlioon fir.;tlo Fort R.ley. 
Kanns. and Ihen 10 I'on Logan, Colonodo. whe"" Ihe 
w~alher conditions were more favorable. Due 10 Ihe 
branch' s ehfon ic scarcity of fund s. howe,'c" only a 
mini""'l amO"," of »QC1i<al upenment.auon " .... pm
.. ble. lsolaled f«lm lhe n:51 of Ihe Army. Ihe Signal 
Corps had noopp<)nonlly 1o develop a clear-cuI doc: 
"inc for I he " ,e of the bi1J1oon '" bailie. 

Whe," thc United Sl3le,declared war on Spa", Oil 
25 Apnl 111\18. the 5'I:"al Corp5 h;uJ a ~ager SSOU 11\ 

", warchol Moreover. I~ ~h cons,~tcdofJu'llen 
officer~ a",J fiflycnlisted men scallered al POSIS acl'O!>S 
Ihe counlry, Nodoubl ChlefSi):nal Offio;erGruly 
wondered hOW he would m~nage 10 figl, l a warwnh 

'''£ h limi led resou«:es. A Ithough Conl:rc~~ had al 
ready lIul horrLo:d I~ cn:~II()f'I of a Volunleer Army (If 
125.UUO ",en. " h"d nol r«'"ided for signal !oOld ,el~ 10 
;lCcomp''''y Ih,s foree . On 26 Ap' ,I Co"gro;S~ appro"ed 
~n add. II(ln of I ~O men 10 Ihe wan. me Slrenglh of Ihe 
Signal Corp •• bUllh i< IIUlllhcl' ,",ould not ~ adequale 
for Ihe demands Ihat ,", ould ~ placed On lhe branCh. 
Therefore. Greely lobbied Congress for a runhcl in_ 
c",."" In per~nneJ.l 

Neat!~ " ilion I h passed before COIIgr.:n e~tab
hshed a Vol unlcer Sign~1 Corps. which u It imolel y 
comp",ed II S officers and aboul 1.000 men A ke y 
prov"lOn of I he k glslal IOn SI I po laled I hall w,,.. h i rds of 
Ihe offICer.' and m,," woold be s ~, lied eleCi '1CIan.' '" 
lelO:Craphc.s The Army rOC, ,,,,cd many of Ihe,s" Ind,
v,duals from pn vale Indu'lr~ S'gn,,1 un ils ,n the Na
Ilona I Guard also proved a sIgn I rIC ant source of 1"""I,m
nd, Afler Ir.lln"'g lhe >olumce .. ill signallechnlq"'" 
~nd mi lilary dnll al W"~h""IOt' Barracks (now I'orl 
Lesley J. MeNHir), D.C .. Ihe Signal COl ps or):anlzed 
Ihe men InlO a 10Iai of ninclecn compantes of Dpl'r ... ~ i· 

maid y four officus and fifly-fi ve ""'n e;teh. Gre<:l~ 
used hiS Keg".,. Almy officel'$u lhe kadcr~hipcad~ 
fOf lhe...: ~w unns.' 

IS 

Upon Ihedeclaratlonof war. rre~iden l William 
McKinley had ordered the chief signal officerto take 
"ontrol of Ihe nalion' J lelegrapb ~y.lem Under Ih 15 
aUlhorlly. Ihe Signal Corps mon limed In'crna,iunal 
Clble , .. m" enlering Ihe (oumry. concent r~t ing on 
Ihose lilies w,lh Icr"';111 In Ncw York Cuy. Ke y We\!. 
,II III T" m pa. 1lIe commere la I compan IC' ce n:;orcd I~ m
~Ive< Ullder 11,,, "'po: r"'SIOn of a ~I~"a l offic". The 
cen, ors prohlbned Ihe "~II~minlon of Informallon 
r.:gardlng military mo,'cmr:nIS and of any mcssages 
bel Wcell Spain and ",eol"" les. exceJll for pcrwnal and 
commerc ial corr.:spundcnce in pIal n lc~ llhal did nOI 
con,,,;n . ..,n,i,ive "'~teri~1. The Corps al ~o prohibi'ed 
,he ("'spa lch of coded me"agcs ,0 fore ign nalions 
UCept for lho~esen' loor from Ihe diplomallC and 
cUII>l,lar n:present31Iye.' of neul.~1 gOYemm~ms.· 

TI,e Sicnal Corps oblamed 3 treal dc~ 1 uf valuable 
Intelligence frOIll ,I, lIIunuurtng of lelegr,lph lraffie II 
wasal.soa lded by a C"banagenl In ,he Havana lele· 
gral,h officr who n:gularly Ir:an, .. ulled ~Iaols ~gard
Ing Sp.:!n .. h aCllvill.:... Thl'OlJgh him lhe Corp~ leam~ 
ofthe am val of Adm;ral ra>cual Cervera' s S Jltlni ,h 
ncelall~harbornl SnnliaCOOOCuNOft 19 May 1898 
The IOC:~lion of thiS (lCCI had been a mailer of ~T10U~ 
concern luAmentan5whnihoughill mlghl anacklhe 
easl coa'i of Ihe II "lied Sla.es Whcn Signa I Corps 
C"I" J~mes Allen ~cc,vcd Ihe ",," ~ while mon,ln. "'11 
Ihe nnu al Key WUI. he relayed u ,mmedialely 10 
Gr«Jy. Tbe"hicf "gnal offl(Crl~n . ..,nllh" informa· 
I 'Oil on tu President Me K ,nley who nOllfied lhe Navy 
Uep.:!rtmcnl. ' The Navy. however. did not lOCI Im~1 
'Iely. bccaU_<;e,1 """Id nOl independenlly ""nfirm Ihe 
ncel·. whereabolll ~. A nOI hcr len days passed heforc 
t~ sen,or A "",rican naval officer llllhe a~a. Commo
dore Winfield 5 5ch ley. beca"", convinced of ,he 
IIceuraty of I he SIgnal Corps' I nformallon ~nd i m
posed ~ "aul blocbde of Sam,allo harbor 10 bonle ur 
Ihe Spa", .• h V"",,,), The Army. "'''''"whlle. dropped 
ih orisonal plan 10 ~1I"ck f '.'ana and ha .. i Iy I'r.:pan:d 
10 mount ~n UpCo.II110n again'l Samlago. 

The WaT wllh Sp':11 n was the naliun' s fir<1 m.:IJor 
oversea, co"niel ,inee lhe Mexicll" War. and Cnm" .. ,. 
n;cHllonS pmed 0 A;t:fI ifitanl c hnllcIIse . Among Ihe 
Sll:fllll Corps' In Illnl ""dcnakings wa.' On e"pedil;on to 
CIII ,he .. "de.wate r leiegraph " ahfe$ Ihat co"necled 
Cuba " -,,h Sp:lln. Becllu~ lhe Am,y hltd notable ~hlp~ 
In II, ,nven,ory. one "lid IQ be found W" h Ihe help nf 



WeSlem UII'on aOOI"" Mc~ican TelcgrnphComp;my. 
Greely charlered 3 Norwegi~n Slc~m 5hip. IheAdr"f/. 
,,,,d olll filled" fOf the operall on . The,apmin anJ c rew 
"rfhe I" ,vale ~c~~1 balked all he h~ll1fl.k>IIS naf lire o f 
I he mission bU I e ven lu~1I y "greed 10 <a .1 ,\ furth er 
t"sis 3ro:.e when rhec~I"'nenced table tUller'S h.red 
for ''''',IOb ooded OUI allhe lasl m.nUle. forcill!:Gn:dy 
10 u'e sold ,cu wllh no such trBi"i", The ~fely cOn
cerns lorned 001 10 be warrallied. ~.' II was a dangerou, 
a • .,gnme nl The ",e" wor~ed wllh, n Ihe range Qf 
Span ish _.hore hallcries all he en!rance 10 S~nriago 
harbor, 10 wh,ch Ihe una"""dAlirlllcould not reply . 
MOI"eD"er, lhecable proved diffieuh rognlPf>ledue ro 
III" deep walc r offCuba an d I heeur~l-cu~ered .ea 
bo110m. ~ 'p,'e I he di ffieu 11 ics. A mer ,ean sold 'us 
evemu" ll y 'c vc,e,l olleeallie "" 10'0 plnees. Afler Ihe 
Ar/,,,, w". rC[JC~lcdly e ~ posed 10 shelling, ho" .. ~vcr, ,I, 
eapla,n and erCw refused locunlinlle w .... ~I"g. fore"'g 
lhe abandonmenl ofloo pr0Jl."1:1 Con~quen1ly. a sec 
ond cabic fronl Cutla 10 Sp.l,n rema,ned ,n operali •• ", 
Ihroughoollhc Sanllagocamp:.ig" · 

The neXII".k WaS Ihe c~lahlislln\Cnl of commuOl 
ea l,o l1 ' I>c lwec~ Cuba and Washin~lOn . TheSignal 
Corps r~pa,r~d ~ I'reoch und~rwM!cr cahle. prevIously 
CUI by Ihe U.S Nuy. lhal pm"idedconncc'rons with 
Ihe UnltM SralC$v,s H~III . Wh~n Maj. Gen. Willi am 
It . Shafler and hiS Flflh Arn.y Corps ~n"'cd ofr 
Sanuago On 20 J unc. Ihc Signal el)l!', wa~ ready 10 
upen a cable office ncarGuanl."nlllo. From Ih,s PO'"" 
Shancr eould c"",,",,unicale w"h Ihe War ~partmenl 
wilh ,n II "c m , nule~. After Ihe rfOOpslanded. ,ignal 
sold,ers conslrucled land li~ lOeolllplere lhec,rcu" 
be,,, cen rhe f ron! and Washlllgion. Thrvughnul lhe 
CUII'C_". Genef1ll Shaf,er was never more Ihan I,,"enly 
n"nUleS away from ,he War DcpanrncIII by lelet"'ph.' 

Meanwhile. hock ,n Wash.ngion. Pre<1denl 
Md(," lcy >"' up a w~rroom neX I IO h .. ofrlce in the 
While Hous< (rom ... here hecould emnmun,cal e b) 
Icic):raph 10''''' rro,,1 in C uba In add,IIOIl. lelephone 
lines I,nked Ihe presldenl wllh Ihe War and Nuy 
Departmenls, OIher key offICes in W~.hi n,IOfI. and Ihe 
pun o( embark ," ion HI Tampa. n-.. While Houl'C leleg
"'pher. RC'Ii",nlll 1'. Momgomcry. OpenolM Ihis cOm
""unocallOnS center, kno wn "~Ihe Telegraph and C,· 
pher 6u"",0. fl)l which SCrv":e ht was comm,,.,.ioncd 
Ii";! au C .. pl~'" and Ialer as a lIeUlenanl colo"cI in lhe 
Volumeer S,~nal Corp •. ' 

A Ithuu&h he wo"ld IDle r pra,se Ihe .. ork o( Ihe 
S'gnnl Corp' on Cuba, Gc neral Shaner in; ,,"1 Iy made 
dee",ons Ihal could have", verely Ii n,,(ed Ihe Corps' 

effetl. veness. Of Ihe l1eet.i r 0 ' <igna l ~o ldr c n he " 
repurlM 10 ha ve e~cla"n"d , "1 don' I wanl men wII h 
na&~1 G,,'e me mell"l1h gun,'" And hi, Dcuons 
~mcd lospl:akas loudly a, his word~ "g~msl 'he 
ad Vice uf Maj . Fr8" l G,cene. h 's s'gnal o fficer. an d 
Gene .. 1 Gn:dy. Shnr,erd.d nOI allow Ihe Cor." 10 lak~ 
"II of ,IS eleclricnl cqu, pmcnIIQCub~. Lcf, beh,nd III 
lhe confusio n al TDmp~ were Ihe 'eleg"'ph Irams and 
lhelr v~luabk-cunlem ~ I)e~pne Shafler ' sd.Wain fOf 
nalts. sign~1 off ICCr< ,,~ed lhem dunng IIIe voya!:c 10 
Cuba 10 malll"un commulllcaliO<1I"leI,,'een lhe shl l» of 
,hc convoy Once a,horc. ho,,·,,"er, Ihe nag, provcd 

llseln, roreol1ll1llln'C~llIIg IIIlhe island 's deme J""Il'e 
grow rh . S'nc~ Ihl Span, ~ h had Ihe l>cncfil nfbolh 
Ie Iegr.rph..: and'~ kphon leco"" nun ",allOnS. lhe A men
call' .. oold h~,'c bee" al a greal d,sadvanla~e had not 
Ge"c ral Greely la~cn mailer) .nlO hi, Own hands. 
J:Icfo~ Ihe Adm. had ~'" led un ,I.' cahlt-CUII II,g m,.
s,on, Greely I",d "':IIIe~ure Ih~"1 ~Isocamed eleclr,cal 
c/I";llI1",m, espec.ally ,"5U laled wire . Gree ly· .< fore
SIghl allo wed ShlI fl cr a ,~1 lou rorces l otmplo~ modem 
com mu n iea I,ons dm, n g I he Cu ron cam p.11 gn.· 

For r""I'c~ I purpoJc$. 1 he Signal Corps es!abl,~hed 
lclephnnc hnes For long-disl~ncc comm~IHcalion. It 
used Ihe Ieleg raph Th~nks 10 Ihe in<u lnled Wire pro
v,ded by Ihe ch,ef s;Snnl o!Ticer, IheSl h nes CQU Id be 
,un . lo"S lhe ground or ~Iop bllshes_ This was fort unale 
heeau"", Ihe iSland's vegcla1l0n yielded few poles on 
which 10 Slnng wire n", ,nsuialinn also pr(llecled lhe 
w,re from the grnolh31 flll da,'y _ Wllhou, ,he lool~ and 

e'lu 'pmem lefl behind ,n T amp.1. hnwever . Ihe slgnal
""en ~had bUllheir 11""" .• and One p:"rofplier"w 
""."llllIe h nco. Ever re$ouredul, I hey i "'I""v ",cd a~ 
'ICecssary . A machele borrowed (ro", Ihe Cuhan •. for 
example. pro,-"d ""pc<:,ally u""ful for h:IC~ong Ihrough 
undcrbrm.h .'" 

General Shafle r hod a llo ... ·,,<1 Ihe S'gnal COrp.IO 
bflnl! a oolloon Iu C"In. and II would play ~ 'peel"" .. -
la., bu. COnlroveu,al, role ,n Iheen,,,"'! eombal. I)ue 
10 Ihe hurned nalure uf Ihe war p"'pamIlOM, Ihe new 
balloons. Iwo of I hem from Prance. Ihall he SiS"" 
Corp' had ordered wnll il. w~ • • ""e fund~ were nOI 
rudy III lime IU3(:(:Ump3ny Ihe p,flh Corp51o Cub~ . 

In~lc;sd.l"" Sign.1 Corps look a homemado: . ,Ik sphere 



that had been completed in the winler of 1896-97 by 
SiEna] Corps Sgt. Ivy Ral dwinllnd his wife. ~Ided by 
two other signal sergtanli. A b<l1i00fl detachment o f 
Iwenty· tlute men. commanded by Maj . Jos~p h E. 
M~xfield, a Re,ulM Anny Sill-nal Corps ofricer. ac' 
companied Shafter' s npcditiortll")' ro~e. " 

Once ashore, the balloon would he ideal for per· 
farming ucoonaissanc::e Ixcause it could rise abo\'e the 
islHnd' l dense foliage . However. ;1 was neuly a week 
before General S baflcr ca lled for the balloon to be 
unloaded from ilS tran,pon on 27 June. Unfortunately. 
iIIe prolonged $lay in the sweltmnl hold had dam1eed 
tbecnvelope.11S \'amishedsides had $luck logelherand 
had begun 10 rot. The dctilChmcnl pcrfunned m.ll:ethlft 
repairs to renoorit useable. In addition 10 IheballQOn' s 
poorcondilion. Shanerhad demed Mufield' s request 
10 IInlo~ Ihe gas eeTl(';l'ltor. Cooseq ~ ntl y, the detach· 
men! had wdepend on ils limited supplyof bouled 
lIydrogen. enou,h fur juS! one complete innation. " 

Mufie ld and twoothersi,nalmen made ~evertl 
ascents on 30 June. dllring which Ihey nOled terrain 
featurc~ and observed t he Spam~h neci in Santiago 
h~rbor. In order to li,IIlen Ihe balloon's load , the 
lele,rapla cable was not laken aboard. The occupanl$ 
communicated with the ground by shouting or drop
ping I\'lC5.5.&gcs lied to pebbles. Wilen the battle opened 
the ne~1 morni ng. S hane,- s en,in(erofficer. Lt. Cnl. 
Georj;e McC. Dt:rby. accompanied Maxfield aJof\. The 
baJloon Wa!; initia lly nisW about a qllane-rof. Htil( to 
Ihe rnroflhe American command posl al EI 1'01.0. 
~rby. however. wi$hed 10 mov~ il closer to tile from . 
Although Major Mufidd objected, he obeyed his 
supo:riurofrtcer. tJ 

Mufield'sconeernl: soon pro,·edjustified. The 
balloon noati ng ov( rhead mlrted the positiolt uf the 
American lroops III1d was an e~~ellentluget for Spa'l
i~1I anillery and rifles. M any men bccamecas~tie$ 'u 
I result, particularly Ihe soldiers of the I ~ and 10'" 
Cavalry who were locat eO b<:low the balloon "Iune the 
COltl.\~ted lrail 10 the front. This location. allllccrOllS
ing of Las G uamaS Creek, became known as Dlood y 
Ford or Hel l'sCorner," A bad situation became worse 
wilen the ,ulde ropes bcca~ entugled io the b",~h . 

maldnS it impossible to mo\'e the balloon It Ill. Now 
an even betterurl.\et.lhe balloon was fent beyond 
repair by Spanish hulle ts and shrapnel. As "hjor 
Greene would dryly ~rve in hi$TqIOft. ~h Islhe fi~ 
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time a balloon has taken upobserve~ on the sk irmi~h 
line ,lid will prob:lbly be the III-Stl il1W!'."" 

Stephen Crane, lhe famou~Civ il War nO"dis\' 
covered the warin Cubafof theNc.., York WlJrldand 
witnessed the drBmnt it: event' of I July. He de!cribcd 
Ihe b.lloon as"'. fat, wavuing, yellow th,nl:' thai 
-was le3dinglhe advlIICClike some ncwronccption of 
war-loci."' Ct:lne vividly recounted the balloon ' i de
mise: "The front had bum out with a roar like a 
Ilru~hfire. TIle balluon Wa!; dying. dyin, a I,\i,antic and 
publ ic dealh befort: theeycsohwo annies. It quivc~d. 
sank, faded Intolhet TeeS amid tho: nurryof I. balllct"'t 
was suddenly and tremendously like ISlorm. ",. 

First LI. John J, Pershing. the re,imentaJ quanu
maSler of the 10'" Cavalry, recalled that his troops 
received "a veritable hail of shot and lihcll.~ Accurding 
to him, no one in Ihe I ine knew the balloon', purpose, 
and tile only intelligence furniShed by ils occupant. 
w .... "thllilhe Spaniards ..... ere firing upon us- infonna· 
lion wllich at: tIIat particlllartirne wasenlirely lupcrflu
ou,.~" 

Derby and M ax. field esc aped u 11 hurt. hut ont of t h~ 
signal $oldieTti in tile ;round p:u1y was shot in the foot. 
Despite the casual.ici it cau~o:d and Pershin,' s ne,l
liveU5CSSment noIwllhiilaodinl, tbe aerial ~nai$' 
sance WI5 not a lotal failure. Wllile alofl. De rby and 
Maxfield observed .he Spanish ~n(renchment$ 011 San 
I uan Hi ll and fO\lnd Ihem III be hc.vilyddenikd, They 
passed Ih is infonnalion 10 the cnmmandinilleneral 
with a UCOl\lll1endlll ion 10 rcopt: n ani Ilel")' fire upon th( 
posi tiun , More significlUlti y. Derby discovered a pre · 
vioUJly Un knOWII trail through the Jungle Ihat hcl~d 
speed tho: deploymenl of troops toward Sanjuan Hill ," 

Durin, Ihe battle C"oencral S h afte-r was side Ii ned by 
the lmpieal hell and his ample girth. alld he dtd not 
dirc(l lhe ac tion from Ihe front as he had pl,"ned. 
Rettt.ininll;u the mllincorps htadquartcrs. be relied on 
mounled messengers 10 brin, him reports and carty 
orders. He Wall in teleplaooecontlltt. however, with the 
advancecommand post al El Pozo. '· 

Both sides foughl couraeeously on I July andeacll 
took heavy 10$$(', but the day endt:'d witll the Ameri
cans in l'O"cssion oflhe heights . found Santiago. 
Shafter, believingln aUICkon Ihe fortification'! around 
Santiago would be cosily, beean .siege ofille elty and 
threalened adevaSlaiing bombMdmcnl if the Spani1h 
fora'S there did IIQI su~ndcr. When Admiral CtfVen's 



n~~1 made a de>pt:r~tc alt<!nlpt 10esc~pe from SantIago 
haIOOr .... , J July, il was Ik~troye<l by the AlIleriClln 

bk>ckaoJlIIl squadron in B or;om;ltic runnin, fiShL After 
tcdiou~ negotIations, the Span .... garri.oo fill:l.lly sur
~ndered on 11 July, """ the Amencam tnllmpharMly 

nllscd the Sta~ and Stripes o~er the cilY. 
W,th Ihc end of the fighl;ng in Cuba. troop~ under 

Maj. Gen. Nelwn A. Mile... the COIllIll':lIldmS gene"'] 

of the U.S Anny, invaded l>ueno Rico, Spa"'·HlI.her 
ma]1)\" c:oIotly III the Cant!bfm. To fumlsh rom"",_ 
nl<aloon~. now·CoIonel Allen and si~ ~Ignal tompa

nie~ IICcompamed Mil"' fUlces. Unlike In Cuba, the 

SpaOl,h did not mount a 01"'''"0''' defcn!>e of this 
tern..,.)'. After Miles Caplllred Ponce, the" """110 
Rico'~ latgnt city. on 2g July. lhe SIgnal Carpi look 

chargeof lheeity', telegraph OffICe. "'hich bc<;amr.lOO 

Army' s commUOIc;\uons center on the i~],,"d . Refo", 
abandoning thiS office, the Sp",,,~h hnd de,uoyed 

nearly all II~ "'IUII""'''11. To make n funcnooal. lhe 
Si,,,,,1 Corps. \hon 0( s~ pans, h3d 10 improvlsc 
f",,,, the m:lIenals avaIlable. 0.... ofrlCCr, for e~ample, 

constructed" Idepho"" ~wllchboard from ;\ br.I" 
sUJ:ar "e llie, which worted surpri,inl:ly wdl.'" lIy 
rn;d_Augu~1 lhe Amencanl hnd ovcrmn most of lhe 

SOIIlhem tl;,lf of lhe isl""" Ind ' Iood potsed 10 iJd,';mce 
10 its caPIUtl cily, S3n Juan. 

Mcallwhilc, the Army launched a third t.pctlitinn 
halfway ;uoond lhe world 10 Ihe PhilipplOe Islands. 
neal'ly len thousand miles lrom Washington . This 

undena.l:ing pn:scntoo the SIgnal COI"JIO' w"h an un
preccdcmcd communIC:u.IQnS ehal).,nl:c 1lIe .. tllllp

pi"". had x lually bttn the. silt nf the firSI fighting 0( 

lhe war wiK'n. on I May. Com",odor~ George Dewey 
had decish'cly dcrCaled lhe Sp;ln;sh in K naval h:m!c m 
Manila Kay. Hut the offICial "'pori orth;~ achievement 

did ~ rexh Washinglon fOl" si~ day~ becauS4' [le",ey 
had CUt Man;la' s cahlc to Hong Koog aftel the SI''::lIIish 

aUlhor;lics had refused his req~ to Il<,e 'I . T"e~fore. 
<li'p"IChc~ to the outside world had 10 lravd to Il ong 
Kong by ship befnre he,ng transmitted by Iclcgmpl>. 

FOOlllllllcly for the. Unile<! S",IU. Gn:at IIma,n did not 
enrOle<: IU pohcy prohibilin~ beHig~~nt n:lloons from 

sendm! telegram~ rel:~"ling operalions throuGh Rril_ 

i£h pon •. " 
To follow up his naval vi<;lory, I}cwt:y req~IW 

lhalground troops be lent IOOCCUPY Manila Maj. Gen. 
Wesley Mcrrillcommanded t~upcdiloonllrY f~s. 

Jome. Aile ... ciT"" 191Q 
(Signal Co...,.. photogf(lpb) 

"hl~h eventually bee'"IK: known as Ihe EiJ:hlh Army 
Corp • . Unlike Shafter, Memn u ked Ihat ~ignaJ .wI· 

diers. especially those who 00II1<1 5f)elIk Spanish. IIC
a)lnl'l"Y h,s 1l'OOpS. 'The ~""guard of Menin 's fon:e 
-"'Ukd from San F~i,;eo on 2S May and di""mb.lrked 
soulh of Manila on 30 June. havinl: .topped along Ihe 

way In occupy Guam. n.e signal Iroops arnved at (hi: 
eodo( July asdid General Memn h;~lf. Thuignal

men Immediately began worklOg to Connco;;1 the supply 
0011(. 001 Cavite by telegnph wilh the advance t~ 
enlrenched before Manila . 
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Uecausc of the diffICul1Y of communical; ng wilh 

the. Ph ilippi""!;, lhe Banle of MKOIla was fought on L 3 
Auguu.. tlte day after n:pre,<;cntaIlV(5 of the United 

Slates ;md Spain hall signed in W:uhinglon a peace 
prot"" .... 1 """igned to Slop 100 fighling. Word of lho: 
,,&rcemcm did n~ reach Manila, however. ,",Iil Ie. 

August. During the bailie. signal""," non 1e1~gl3jlh 
" 'ileS ~Iong the bexh :as the Amencm lroop:l ..d. 
.anced. Tbey communic~ted wllh lhe N~vy u~,ng 
wigwag flags, whICh lhey also used to d,<eCt naval 

gunfire ngainu the Spani,h positions. J[oPl'lt:,~ly 

outgunned. t.bnila's Spanish defenders offc,.".] only 
limited opp<.I'J'ilion and fortn.1lLy ~um:ndcred lhe fol
Iowi"a: day . With the. fall of t.bnila, tbe work of si,,,al 



unIt. hegan m C~f1~t as the~ faced 1M !:15k of e..tat>. 
l~mg commu",ca.ioo~ ,,"'Ithin and bo:twun the 15-

hullJ~ uftile archIpelago. K~ thccnd of August lhe~ had 
ICI1:IIIoo thc cable from M~nila 10 HOllg Kong" 

The VIC.Of)' m wh~t U.S. Amb;as5:idor 10 Great 

DrllJJn John Ha~ called .• ~ ~pkndid lillie wal" came •• 
~ rclauvely ~m:lneo5t fortlle Unl1cd SI81"'.,n blood and 
Irca,orc . Of tm: approxim:otely 1.500 SIgnal soldlcr$ 

who parllClp.lIl,d '" the War wirh SpaIn. only one: 
offICer and none of .he cnl"led men ... ~re killw In 
OC1l011 Like the ren of the Army, rhe Signal Corps 

~1I'"fc,cd a majority of its CJSII'llries from ~,,(:h discaKs 
as nul:1na, lyphold. and yellow fever.A total ofl ... ·cnly. 

lwomembersofillt: SlgMl CIIflI" soccumbed .o IIIMS'. 

Chief SIgnal OffICer Greely "".ised his men for tilhng 
""c"",,, the gu:ltdhou5e norlhc IIo<;p,I.1 "In his ... ·ortIs. 
'·Balile. may be f ..... &ill and epldem.c. ~pn:»d. but 
speedy communlCatio" . nl\l~1 ne'~nhele •• be ",:lIn
Iknled "lJ 

l.lc'p,Ie.he war uuccc.ssful ConclUSIon, lhe hc~lth 

and d,et of the troop" """~"'" lhe wbJCCI of consodcr
mille M:ntliny "The "cmbalmtd be.r sc".Id,,1 is perlraps 

,lie be.t _know II c . :lmple, Prc$,dent" Ie Kin k:y "ppointed 
a com mISSIOn ch~,n:d by re!lred Maj. Gcn Gn':lIville 

~I Dodge 10 '""uti""c the conduct of the Will . AI· 
Ih.lllgh ,'''' SIgnal COfp.l hoo heen "rilielled in Ihe prc~~ 
for us handhng of the balloon. I~ commisSIon coo
~luc.Ied that "the work occom"li~hed by I~ SIgnal 
t:OIp' W1l> of !;real aid \0 the- .. my on lhe rleld.· ... 1l>e 

unfonun~lc c~l'cricnce wnh Ihe ballool1 <lid nl)[ d'$

couragc I~ Signal COfI'" fronl conlinUlng ," ... (11 ~ in 
x" .. "alllic. A few ye;us laIC. , lhe Signal Corps pur
cha~d f.<MII the Wrighl broIhe-n; the A.my's tim 
;lilpl:,"c ...... h,ch became Ihc forerunner of roday ' ~ Air 

FOIcc. 
The Unncd S,ales' VIClory In lilt: WI" ,,·ilh Sp, .. n 

c:lt:lpuhe<:llhe MtlOII mlO wo<ld power Slatus. Acc .... d· 

Inc 10 thclcrm$ of Ihe peace ,re"y ,igMd in Decemllcr 
1898, the U"ilcd StaleS OI«jUtred the i~lands of Puoc:no 

Rico and Gum S""in fu"~r agreed .n American 
ocCUI"" ion of Cuba and Ille UI1'",~atlOn of lhe PhIl ip

pl1lC' hy lhe Untied Stales. I-'<>r lhe Sign~1 Corps. tllesc 
neW le!Tnone, "",ani a J;rc~lly upotndcd "",1m of 
=pn.",bilil)· 

Moreo,cI. ",lIitary C01llIllunic,,'iOIl~ had fin~lIy 

""hic'ed lhe , 'aIU.' a'KI rec~nnlOO fnr " 'hieh lhe 
SIgnal Corl'S had long bun rMiying In lilt: fUlurn, 
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commandtng officcn: would ~ repeat Shafter', miil_ 

lak~ . Commun1eations would hencefonh be ,ncludod 
a. pari o f the combined arm. team. Th,. 

arrange"'" n! hecM"'" in SI il Ulional ,zed wil h I hc """n i ng 
of the SIgnal School al Fon l.nvenwonh in 190:5. one 
of the so-called ~a"enwOllh Schools whe-re Army 

officen: rc"";"cd adv;mced I""n;ng. Lookin)! back 
over Ihe evenlS (If II", past 01lC hundred yenr~. the W;y 
with 5p;otn can be vir:,.-",:d 001 only :15 the ,b"'n of 
A",,,,,,,a, "mlury bul alS<! as lhe: ~IS oflhe mod

em IMOI",:nion age. 

Rd'eu a HaineJ U a /rUtonan In the O'S"IIIraIlOllO./ 

HistOry 8rtmdo "I 1M C~m(r of M ill/a')' Hmor)" and 
Ihe '1Ul/wr ol~tllng Ihe M~~:sll!:c Througb: A Brall,'h 
H .... OIy of lhe U.S. "'my SI!;lIal Corps (Crnter uf 
If,f,/i",ry History. 1996). 

NOTES 

Huward A_ GtddingS.EJP/()<rlofrM SiSIU'/ Corps In 

rh,- Wur wilh Spoin ( KaoSllS Cily. Mo .. I'XX). p. Sb. 

prov~ a good de!o(:riplion of ~ telegraph train ",,,", ilil 

conlen!.~ . 

2. Gcnet':ll O/lk.", 29. 29 Apr IH9S, and 30. 30 Ap' 
1898, HeadqUlulcI", of Ihe Anny. p,ullc,lln Gene ... 1 

Ordu.' "ml Ci,,~/ors. lldju/(mlr.m~ml 'IObia, 1H911 
(Wa~hlngton,I).C. 1899): Ltr,s.o,nGe:OfJ:el. Shoup to 

Bri!; ~n Adotphll~ W Greely, JO Apr 1898, Box 28, 
Adolphus W. Grcel~ P~pers_ Manuscripl DiVISion. 

l.lbrary of Congrelis: t\nn~1l1 H" IN,rls of Ih~ War Ik.. 
parrm~m. 1898, 2 yoh. (Was.lunston. 0 C. 189S). t 
(pl . I)' 876. (\'1K annual n:pon~ are ~r<=af!cr c;'ed as 
ARWI), follow"d by lhe yea, ) 

3 ARWO.1898. I (pi 1):919- 26;ARWO.1899. 1 (pi 

2) 7s()"~ I Sign~l un, .. wcrcorl?"'U(j on lhe N3~ion:ol 
Guard befon: they were eSI:lbh,hcd within Ihe Regulal 

Army. Se,·c.~1 .. ales , llQUbly Ne .... Yur~ . New JeNoey. 
and Conneclicut. furnirJoc:d personnel 10 lhe Volunt«r 

Signal Corps 

4, AKWD. 1898. I (pt. I): 8"1-9~, 966-6R; Giddlll);s. 
explOitl of lilt: Si$n(1/ Corps, Pl"· 114-16. 
~. u.ptain Allen Wa.<lhe foonh IfI()!;lscnior offICer m 

lhe S,glI., Corps In May 1898 lIe bccall"" • colonel In 
Ihe Volunteer Signal COll)~ III July 189S. Gcncrdl 

G.cely's t...:llerbool. t 7 l\.lay 11197 10 30Jan 1899. B,), 

60. Adolphu. W. Greely Plol""rs. Lloo.ry ....rCongu~~. 



,0nlJIn! cupi"" uf 1I.:$$Il81!~ lhe chief $ignaJ officer 

senl IU Mc Kinley 110 .. 1 coollained Ihe mformauon re
c«ivcd from Allen. Although Allen !Ie,'fr revealed lhe 
Kicmlly Of !he ~gcnl. G J It. O'Took, n,~ Spwlislt 

Wa,: An A_ncan £pk_I!J98(New Yorl, 1984). pp 
207- 15. idl:nl,rocd IIII' Cub;m mformam as Domingo 

Vill",'~ "lc . Sec also RpI, Col Ja,nes Alien h! the chief 
~ignal offiur. I &p 1898, in ARWD, II!9H. I (pI. I): 

946-49. and Giddin&$, Ex/".",. oflM SigltQ/ Corp,. p 

" . 
6 A R WI). 111')11. I (p!. I): 946-48: Henry MltCFarland. 
"TI,e S'Snal COrp!i oflheArmy in lhe War:' Amp,iean 
M."'lloIy He"iew 01 R~,'i~w$ 19 (Fehru~ry I ~\I'J): 186, 
rcprullcd ill Paull . Sche'JI$. cd .. "" /"'''1 S'lJnrJ Cum· 
municalWtls.2 "015. (New Yor k. l,)lIII1. I: n.p. 

7. Rtport ollhl! Commis."Gn Appoimtd by Ihl! frl!si· 

tlmt '" Im''''I'lJaU! Ihl! Calld"ct 01 th~ Wn, ffrl""lmI'nt 
in Iii" War ",illl Spain. Sen,Ile Doc . 221 •. ~(~h Con g .• J Sl 

seu .• 1900, 8 vul, , 6' 2936: Giddmgs. &p1(JIls of Ihl! 

S,g"nl Corp. , I'P, 23-36. 
8 Robert T Loonm, ''1"he White House:: Telepllooe 

and C ns , $ Manage"'" nt ," Un, I ~,I Slales N", 'a/ /tIS IIIIIIe 

("ocutl'''IIS 9~ (Dcce mher 1'I(9): 63- 7 3: Fr~"cis B, 
He,I"lItn, HW()rica/ Rt/('Slt' "",/ Diem"",,), ()J II,~ 

Untied StaltJ A""ylrom 1789/Q 1'10.1. 2 vols (W;ash· 
mglon. 19(3). 1. 719 
9. Davill L. Wt)<)ds, A HiS/ary afT aClica/ Conrmunicu. 
li,m T"('!miques (Orlando, FIa, 19(5). p. 91. comam

ing lloe quotation: ARWD. 1898. I (pl. I ), 8K4--85; 
MacFarl3nd. "S 'gnal 0Jrp$ ,n the War:' p. J 87 .Shafter 
1;U(r IC~lifocd th~1 he h:od b«n "admir.abl y·· """'ed by 
lhe Sig,,:ol Coo-p •. Sec Cam""ssion '0 IltwS"8ul.-1M 
Wur, 7: 3204. 
10 RpI, M:.j G W. S. Slc.ens to the ch, ef . ,C""I 

officer, 24 AuS 11198. ,n ARWD, 1898. I (p! I ) 95'i-

57. G,dd,ngs.l:.xplo'IJ of Ihr S'8",,1 e",pi.. pp 12-73 
I I. Russell J. P",klll""'. ~Pol nics. I',,~nts, and PI:mes' 
Milolary Aeronauhcs in lhe Uniled Slales, 1863- 1907:' 

Ph D. d, ss .. !Juke Uni\'er~'ly. 1%3. pp. 1IS-81! and 
113-2~ . ~ S.gna! Corp! rece ived $2 1.000 for ex· 
penses 10 include ..... '" l>:llIoons" ,n an appropn~IN)l1 
bill (nacled "" 4 May. Sec ~ncr.'ll Onkrs 37. 7 ~hy 
1898. IIc~dqual'lcrs of Ihe A'",y, 1'1'. 1- 2. 
12. l ohn R. C unC<), "Thc HollO<)" al Hell' s Cornc .," 

Mlillary).jJUI,t7 (faJlI94 3): 191. 
13. Ibod •• pp. 191- 94; 1"~I~i"so", " PoI,1I0, f'~\(nIS, 

and I'lane~," pp. 132-39. 

14 Cuneo, ,.,~ lIalloon al Ue ll's CO"""," pp, t 8<)-

95, 8' yes t!le locatio n a5 lhe forti uf ' he S"" Juan Itwcr, 
but Graham A. Co>mas, "Sa" Juan H, II a nd EI Caney, 

I 2 July 1898," ill Charles 10. Hclkr and Wilham A 
SI"ffl . cds., Amtrrca'J FirJI 8alllu. 1776-/%' 
(Lawrtoce. Kans. 1986), p 133, ,ndlCale.<; 11>:11 n W3$ 
Ihe nc"rby croning of La. Gunm", Cruk. a lribuillry 
uf tile Sa" luan . 
IS . Rp!, LI Col Frank G..,.."" 10 the MlJulam gtneral, 

Fifth Anny Corps. 15 AUI: 1898. in AItWD, 1898, 1 
(PI, J): 954 G=nc: received lhe rank of "culenant 
eu luncl in Ihe VolunteerSIgnaiCorp5uu21 July 111')8, 
16 "n", P,;ce of lhe Harness," in Slephen Cr.o"c, 
II-'ou,idr In ,h,. Rill'" 11-' .. , Sw,i.-s (I11tX1, ~pnn' cd . 
Frccpon, N.Y .• 1972). pp. J2-J3 
17, t>onald Smythe. GIU',n//a II-'""w,. n.~ &,/.1' 14~ 
01 Jo~nJ. f'as~lng(New YOlk .. 1'173). p.~J,conlain~ 

II", r.~ qUOtation; John J. Pershing. "The Ca'''l'''i&n of 
Santiago,"' in Her$(~1 V. C.uhin e_ a1.. fJnJu f"irr 

.. 'I,h Iht Tent~ U.S. Co,..,I" (1899. Il:pIlOi ed .. J'II .wUi. 
Culo., 1993), p 206, comams I~ $«ond quUlal,oo. 

18 Or, ballooo,"SillSanuago,scc ARWD, 18':18. I (p'. 

I ). 8~1!-91 and~, ~,,,I 1 (pi , 2). 342-43; CUI\CO, 

'1110:: B"lIoofl ~I He lr ~ Coo-ncr:' pp. I S9-95, G~ldi"8~, 
£IpIOtl. uilM Sil1lUli CorpJ. pp. 47-65 
I'J Heller and Sloff' ,Amertca'J r;'~1 Rulll"s. pp. 1 JI.I-

3L 
20, ARWD, 1898. I (pt , I); 119S-97 and 946---53, and 
1899, 1 (pl . 2): 7HI!-'J7 . 
21. On Dewey 's ( UU;ng of lhe cabk, .~ Uavod F 

T rn~k, 1-"" Wart"tlh Spain in I[J9S(J'IIew Yorl;. 1981). 
pp. lOS. 369. S~ I; G,atr.amA. Cosma5,AnAmr.l'flIT 
limpif?' Th£ fJ~il~d Slares Army in 'ht Spanis/.-Ama, · 
,',,11 W", ( 1971. 2" ~ .. Shipper"I"",. 1'3.. 1994), P 
111. I. an MU)K:Mnt . £mpmt;bylklau/,: Th~ Sp<mlllt · 
Amtm;un War and l/it Do ... ~ 0/ ,ht Am.-,ican C~"I"ry 
(Ncw York, 1998). p. 556: IaITlCll A. "-",111, Jr .. .. A"",ri· 

can Imperiali lm : TIle 'WOD.I Chapcer' \II Almo~1 AllY 
Book:' Amni~w, 1/l1/O,ica/ R~vle ... 83 (June 1978 ): 

"''-'''. 
n. ARwD. 1898. I (p! . I): 877_78 and 908-00, 
Ca~,""s. A,my flIT f:mpirr, pp. 237-43; M,,.,eanl. 

limp'" by lklaull. p. 582. When Ihe prOfocol was 
..gn~ ,n Wash'nglon ,,14,:\0 p.m. on 12 Augu,I, il "'R, 

already 5 30 >.'" On 13 Augusl on "·Iunil;. 
23 Accn,dinSloU.S Army. AdjuI8ntGenerarsO(· 
fiee. S,..,ulfca/ Exhr/", QI.~lr"nglh olVoIuII,ee, "',,, . 



uS CQI/ed "",, .~«n"U OurinR rhr W". ",j,/o Sp"'''; 
with '-"sus f',,'" All C"UUA (Washington, D.C., 
1 J;<)<) ), pp 2- 3, t 28 officets and I ,329 en liS led men 
SC'f"ed in Ihl! Volunleer S ,gro~1 <':Of(hd".in, 1898- 99. 
Tht-se SlaIL51L~' arc a~a,t~bl., ,',a Ih., ,mernel Oil Ihe 
W~r with Sp:rin page o flhe BOob and Documents 
5« lIon o f Ihl! ecnle< of Mi lu~ry Hi,'lory·. " 'el> site, 
hllp:llwww.a.my .... illemh-P&. The Regula, Arm y 
S' l:n.1 Corps had Waffiec," H"d men, some of who", 

we,e ~lsocomm,s"oru."'l1~ Volu nteer S ,&"al Corps 
office" ,SccOrlkrsno. LI, Signa lOffice , Warlkpal1-
""'nt , 13&p 1898,inARWD, 1898, I (pI. I) '}~J-85, 
wilh,~ qUOIallun, 00 pp, 911,hnd 984, ~SpecllvcJy, 
24, C",","usioo 'f) Im~sri~~"e Ihe WQr, I: 202, coo· 
laon~ ,he 'luQlallon: MU.'w:aoo, Emp'" by Deft."II. pp 
63 1-47 . I'anin~. "PoII'ICS, I'alents, ~od PI"",s," pp. 
143-~3, dISCU1Se~ lhe negative pres.~ aCC"\lnl~ aboul 
,he t>;, II oon. 

lA! ttcrs to the Editur - ----------

Edllor: 
My co-au,hor. Thun13S D. Alk-n, a .. ,J I appreci;ue 

lhe fine reView of C.,Jr-N"",., Oo"'''f,,/1 by ConnKI 
ern .... , which "ppeared on Ihe Sur"",,,. 1997 ,SSue of 
A,my l/isl",.,. 

Ho""""", we ""',e ""nfused by h,s sUlemcllllh.1. 
,,'e efred ,n "claiming Ih~1 lhe Ei i\hlh A'r f-Or(:e ,",oulll 
/Ia~~ deployed from Europe wilh R-29s." In f..ct, I~ 
Eighlh Air Force had ahndy begun '0 deploy from 
F .. mope: .... hen ,he Jap3ne5e ,urr~ndered. To quote Gen
en,1 Jan""" II. Doollllle' .• I CouM Ne"u lie 5" I.udy 
iI.,o:mn, "By early May, Hap IAmold l'~ pI8'" for me 
had cI~~,,~'1:d. I "'as 10 SIlly on $S oommander of lhe 81h 
1,\" Fml'cj <lnu 'he mh.,ion "r my comm:md wM 
ICfJcplo)"me01,ol~ P,,,,if,,, "Ip 4311),'1 wenllO s"al1le 
10 1Ui l ""'Ih employee) or l~ RQci"g Comp;lJly and g~~ 

a good foul UII~ B-29 Superfon'e~, Ihe 8111 would he 
ny,ng. . Ilhe" n~w un 10 KlIIkn~ Air Base:, on 
Ol;"oa .... " . when: "e o fHc,ally eslablillted the pt"',,"ce 
of ,he Hlh Air Force. , . ." (p. 444) 

"Of the lilh', u"i " ;.chcduled 10 he on place by 
""g~ I~. IWO bomb groupS had begun 10 arn,.., on 
"ugu,' 7"hc day after.he r,~ A·bomb drop. How_ 
e"H, accord , nl: 10 Ihe plan, we ""ere nol scheduled 10 he 
.'1 full ~n:ngl h unlll February 1946:' (p. 4~J) Althou~h 
he hiMl 3 ,rruJl force of R- 29s 3,'31Iable 10 'In~c Jap;tll 
p"OO· lO Ihe cap lwlauon, ])ooloilic <.Iecloned 10 d"I"'ICh 
litem on VIeW o f lhe .>Inking power avai lable from lhe 
T""CII.ieth Aor~, howe...,r, some of Doolittle>s P_ 
51 Muslang fighlers were ,n com"", o~er bpan ,,'h,l e 
c><:<!f1inglhoSC' H- 29s 

Wil" fl'Spl'CtlO ,,1L;r.1 Cmne refers 10;L' an ~3 .... k-

1I 

ward" fOOl""'e .Iy le. I wooid noIe Ihallhe ]lI.Ibh.< h<:r 
prcfc.,."d none: II .. ~s 3 compmmi~ Hod. like mosl 
c""'pt..,m~5. few all: ""PI'Y WIlh I~ a rr1l"]lCmcnt. 

Ho .... e'-.:'. lhe book does ha ve 2S pagC$ 01 rKlIe~ anti Hn 
8-plIl:( b,blrogrnl'hY~ll1 ,n sm~lIlypc 

&111"'-

Norman Pol",,,, 

Alcxandna, \''' I:i "," 

J :am gbd Mr. POOn.:.- "-.00: hi~ letw, 00c.0.1!I: it 
~""""1S a mi~lr:atJ;nl: inlpll:~'o" lhal tolIld rome "ul 
of my "-"·IeW. He Ij; nghI abou !he I:JS/lIb Air r'Oltt'~ 
deployment of B-29s W Ok'M ....... My eon-mt~w " ;IS 

des,gned w lolIre ' '<>lie wilh "" ""'n!inJ; on P.1ge 142 
thai. implied 10 ,ne ~"" tho. B 29s ......., conuog frorn 
Etn-rpe. ,,-hen in f3C1. lI1L< ".,'" ~ In go Ihrough 

:r thorough rc1lII",in,", n:oJg.lIH711lKlIl. mid ref'lIIng '" 
the Unrtro Stales In ~ those ~ ~ ...... "'~, thai. I~ 
na cbr from my wordin:- In my ~ to be brief I 
may h.1ve ,..".;r"-"'ll some eLmty. and I iIJlOIOs'lI: for 
Ihal 

011 his fOOlnOle~, I appreciale ,he difficuluC$ he 
may howe had compro""~lng willi hl~ pubh~hcr. I 
prefer a ",orc ac.:ulemic ~lyle uf ~u",bered enl rie~, but 
lhe ,yJtem:JdOjllcd forlhe book is adc'lU3tC and u!;lblc 

LI. Col. Comoo C .. ~ne 
l)epllnmenl o f H I~'Of)' 

U.S. Mil1ll1l)l Acadrmy 



New C i\IH Publications 

TheCcnlcr "f M, lilary H1Sl0ry h,,~ ;,>u~tI r",,, new books . II compklL~llhe pubhcallon of iI, IIl"rlm~rk 
<cr;~. The Un,led Slales Anny In Wor-kl W~r II. wnh lhe appe""lIlceorrlt .. M" dlcal Dtp..,1mnll. M~Ji'al 
&,,,j"It:;n ,It It: W/l"'.~ains' J"I"UI, by Mllty Ellen Condon· lbll;rod Alben Ii Co..:drcy TIlls bool; I,CMH 
Pub 1()'-24 (dUl hJ ~ .. d U).24· 1 (paper). TIle dOlh edmon rn.1y be o;mkn,d ffOm lhe Government I>,.,nhn~ 

Off...,e unUc' , tncl numher 008·029-(X}11$ol) for- S31.OO. 
n", Ce"le , abo published Com/x,1 O/'I"I'Uli(>l1S; rakmxl/,I' OJJlt:I1S"'~' Ckl~r l%tl III ()cmbN /967. 

by George l . M;r;:G~rrigk •• ~ol","" In 11.1 scne, Ofl 11K: U.S Anny 1ft Viclnam. nIl> I~ lhe fir.;1 volume 

10 aPl"'nr orlhe four In Ihi, ""1C5 Ihal ",",II fOCUH,n U.S Army COmOOl opera"" .... II .. 1I~led as CM H Pub 
\II 4 (cloth) and 91-4·1 (p"pc'r) 1lIe doth e"ill"" "'''y he onkred fro'" t~ Go.'ernmem Pri,,1 inll Of! Ice 
",lder .. lad numher 008-029·( MI339·2 for $44 ,00, 

Twa boob ha~e "1'!Ieared In the Ccnler". Anny lIneage Serie; M'm~U"N und F,"po"'l'r' l1w 
£."Q/uItOll of D.vi_';, ..... ",rtf s.-pomle 8"N'H/I'$hy John 0 Wilson d.<cu>>cs lhe h;'IOf)' orllle. .... cnucal 
m~neuver Ofl!3n,ulIon. i" the: U.s. Arm) Th" i. CM H Pub W-- 14 (clQl h) aoo 6(). 14_1 (p;I~.).11Io: ck~h 

ed'llon may oc pu'~h~,,-... I f ..... S3/! ,00 from lhe o<,,'cn"'ltnt Printing Offic~ u"dcr ~tock numocr 0I~lll'(129-

003«>6. 
l10c ne .... Army l"""'&~ ScflC. volume M./tUtr)" Iml'lI'8.,nc~ COllt~in, ~ hi.IOI) of 11M: Annf. 

intelhgencc·galht:r;nl: err",I' by John Pauic~ Fin",,&~n rond a COmp1t:. .... " or lhe "neag" aoo hon<>o-. of 
t~ bnrnch'$ bri gades and banah ...... pn:pUrctl by l(orn3na D~ny.h . Color IlIum .. tion~ " f 'he ""it .. ' her.lldlc 
llem. are al!iO inclu<kd. TI,i, "CMH Pub 60- 13 (clulh) ~nd 6().13 · 1 (p:.p.:'). n,e ~Ioth edllion ",ay hoe 

ordered from the Guvenrmc:m I'nntmg Off_ under .IOC~ numbc. OO8-029'(10332.~ fO<" $39 00 
1lIe Cenle. is IIQW alo;o ofl~nng 10 Army .,., .... "1 hoIdel'J boxed 1<''' oflhe pamphlet. on lhe Army's 

Wurld Waf II campalgnslhal Itl~ ...... d inCOlllmCmor.lllOlloflhe: filiir:lh~",~~ryofWorld W1lt 11 . 1110: 

,I 'pcao;e edmon of World W",. II COlllnltmorallve p""'phle" 0" the war 3,Ilai"" lap"" ,,<:J', IH Pl.tb 12-4 I • 

11\(0 compa"''''' cdiliorl on the war ag3m't Ger",any '. CMH l>ub 12·42. 

UpcominJ: Cnnfercnccs 

The Counc,l on A."..rica·s M,luary Pas! (.·Af,W) ,,-.11 hold lIS )Jd annual ,,,,Iilary hl $IOf)' conference on and 

around Omaha. Neb'mka. on.~ May 1999. The """rerence WIll empha)"e "eslern frontier ""htary hlstOf}' 
Funher mf".mallon nllly be obtained by w nl ' ng Ihe counCIl "I I' O . Ro~ I I ~ I. Fon Myer. V ,,&mla 222 I I. or hy 

call1''i ," 'lCCrelary. Col I-Icrbo.:n M. Han. USMC (Ret ). ,01 71>3·912,(; I Z4 
"l'he )4" ~nual Sicna College multHliKlplin~.y 'ympo$'um on Woo 1<1 War II ""ill be held at the ,oLkge Ofl 

:l-4 JIlM 1999 Ma,l",! the 51Xlltlh annivcrMry of the SlOIM of Ihat war. lhe confe",,,,,,, ,.,. 11 focus 011 lhe ,...,nl< 

of I Q 19. I"quirlu may headdn:):;c...J to Prof. Thom"~ 0 Kelly .l.>epa"ment Qm .. t",)'. SI~n~ College. ~ 1 ~ loudon 
R" .. d. loudonVIlle. New YOlk 1221 I: tekphooc' 5 18· 7M3·2~ 12: e"ma;1: leger.dzle"'·k@5iena ,~"tI" . 

The Society roo Mihtaf)' H 1StOf)' IJ _~;n, p<oposal! fot papenorcomplete panel. for $CM.IOfIS II ""II.poo'.....
al lhe Nnnhem Grt:at PlainS HI.lory Coofert:nce 10 be held at Sl. Cloud Stale Uni"",-,'Iy. St. Cloud. Mmoe!.Ola. 
nn 6--'1 O<:loiler 1999 ,,00 "' tile Oh,o Valley Hi ~lOfy Conference that WIll ~ held 31 Ten~sc:e Te(.'hnologlcal 
Ufllvcrs!!y at Cooke", lie. Tennessee. on 21--2.1 OCloher 1999 l'mpo,al ~ Ihould be !'Cnl 10 I'rof. Malcolm MUIr. 
Jr . n..,l'anmcm of I1I5tor)' and Ph'l~y. Au,un Pay Stale Unl\'crsl1y. CI,uhville. TenM-1''''''' 37044. no la'cr 

tharl I Apnl 1999. 
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THE LEGACY OF VEROUN 

lIy Thomlls 1>. l\Iorl(,m 

Th~ jollo""'fI ("IIcI" p,." ... d~I" wry dtJJu£~1 

l,e"·I..,,-'i,·~ "" ,h~ I"!II/~ of Va,/un from ,h(ll roo 
lam,,/ In Ihft .. "'rl~ b~ RoIHn 1J. IJ,IIC." ... 10,,10 lip' 

~",~d ,~ 11t~ laSI iH"" "I Army Ilosloty. Tlte fjJi'''T 

On nl' pa.<"" P"~' 
(They dial! 001 pa" .~.) 

Qc,ner~1 Henri ('i,a;n. 26 February 1916' 

1bo 00111" for Verdun from 21 Fchnoary 10 20 
o.cember 19 1 (, marhd one of Iil<' 10nge~1 and bl<.JDdi · 

c>1 n"hlary c3mp'l.Ign~ ,n F ... rupean hislDf)'. FoI Ie" 
lernhle mor,'h ~, al 3 COSI "f ", .. " S(JO.OOO F~nch and 

400,(X)() Gcro"~n ca,u"lties.' France bon:: Ih" brunI of 
SlIm.., oflhe moSI se. ere fighlinJ: 00 lhe We.tern Fronl 
Verdon blxame France'~ Iongo.:!ol and most cosIly 

Sll"\lggle of Ihe wal_ FI~nce defen(led """,If 3lla,nsl Ihe 

mighl of lhe German Arm), and. on Ik cnd. Cermany 
fdl VICtIm 10 lhe W3. of allnllOO Ihl " had inflicled 

upon 11M: F~nch. Fm""" ~venlually won a ""tilary 
"Clory al Verrlu" Ilo ... ·cvcl. Ih" c~ h""'''on from lhe 
"ffon involved on achocv.ng Ihal VOClory .. 'oold Ic~~e ~ 
bmcr leJ:>OCY for France Ihal wouldl",,' " 'ell NYond lhe 
end of Ihe wo, '" 1918 and would .ww Ihe seeds of 
F.Dncc',dc.fc31 in 1940. 

'Ibo Ge'man Chief of sl.rr. General En.h von 

Fal ~enhayn • .<elecled the French = 10.- al Verdun on 
Ihe Wc>lem From as lhe ,ile of . he greol bailie. He had 

con~,ncallhc ka.'S':r 11\:11 G",a' B.i.a.n wu lhe "'31 
enemy bul Ihal, wi,IIool France. lhe Hllllsh cuuld nOl 
@-o ,I 1.10ne. Since France w~s almosl eXhJU,IOO by 

1916. lhe obj«' was 10 "bl=.l while" lhe fore"" or 
France by llIal 'n~ Iha, nallon co.-n",il every m.:an 
Avuil~blc 10 defend .Iacrer! French soil in ~ s",~i<.l,,1 

b;lulc of lIurilion Ihal would dri\'e France 011. of . he 

w-.r °lbon lhe Bnl Ish. lacking 0 SI,OO!: aUy ... 'ould be 
f"reed 10 ~lIC for peace. 

Verdun was se!ecled httausc II was localoo In a 

,.:IIl(n. l.rouodinJ: ,nlO lbe Germ.1" hnes and h~ @-real 
hl,wrlc "gn1f1cJnce ro, Frdrw;e, After Ihe loss of 

AI~e-I.".-r."ne III the Fra .. "o-Pn'""I.:IIl War of I 870, 
Verdun h.:ld b«ome a key basllon for Ihcdefen'S<: oflhe 
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IIc~"land of France. It wncoosldered the )lllICw,"y 10 

Pari_,. Since 1870. the Meu,"" R.vellhal flowed Ihruui:!' 
Verdun hOO rcplac:cd.he Rh,ne as .he >-l ,ooj:eSl nall,ral 

romer 10 d,recl IIW~~io.>n from GermallY PeXC'lI!Tle 

German mil nary stodies had Ihomughly ~naly~ed a 

"';Iil~ry maneu"er "pi,,>! Verdun a. a WlIy 10 bruk 
Ihrough .he Meo'S<: R..-er OO,ricr and on." lhe flal 

pla .ns Ic ..... ,"G 10 P~IS. Funhel, German IIllcliisencc 
knew Ihal after 110< fUllure of lhe BcIG.~n fonresse5 of 

Lii:~ and Namur on 1914. lhe Ffench fons In IlIe 
Vcrdu" >CClor had been ~Irirpcd of anltiery for uSC In 

OIhel ICCIO", Now, the once fOl1"idablc Verdun fori' 
.. ..,rr hghtly manned wilh k5$ .han fin"''' ' e ' !"OOpS 

From ~ 1Oj:t5l1CS <1andl'oinl. Verdun wa< only lwelve 
"" Ies frolll ~ German fa, Ima,lnelwork Ihal cou ld case 
Gcrrn;u) re""Pflly Only a 5«ondary road and ra,1101'II! 

10 B;u--ie-Duc 10 Ihe 5OO1h linked Vern,," pr«anou,ly 

10 lhe nC':I"''' Ffench ,,~'upply ba'S':.) 
TIll: F",rw;h sall(nl al Verdun SUlled 1he Ge.mans 

becaur.e 'hey pl3/1ncd 10 ,mock QfI a ~mall fronl and 

suc~ lhe French ,mo a mcal g"nd~r. The {jcnr~"'s 
bcliu~'d tha I .hey could d" Ih,~ "'"h 30 ~"(;O<1omy of 

force and erron Ihal ,",ould mmlmiu lhe, .. l~ and 
allow lhem 10 '00,1 roll he b:1I11 ~ by call, nl: off I he ~IIIIC ~ 

when il ."iled til<'11 purposa:s. ThaI " 'ay II", Genn:I" 
po5ll1on~ .n lhe n:>-l of France a"d Belgll,m would n'" 
be J:~ally affeacd. and lhe Qc,rman HiSh Comm;l.nd 
cou l,' seck a decls ,,,," elscwhc", in Ihe .. 'c>1 "fler 

France h:lliloccn deplcled.' 
In>!e.:ld of .. -ag'"!:. limited orren" .... , ho"'C"CI, 

lhe Germlln, fell VIC/1m '0 thell 0" n plan, The" " "li,,1 
5ucces~ agll,nsl w.:aJ.: french defense~ around V~rdun 

led the Qc,rman HIGh Comm:ond In commi1 11100«: 

trn,'Il' lhe", . They "',dened I he from "f1hc au""k and 
began ~cki"~ a ckc isive vlClmy inS/cad of senl "'II f ..... 
hmiled pms. A, lhe French hurriedly reinforced lhe 

Verdon sect."., French Slrenglh became)O greal Ihal 
.he G..",":,n5 could nm break off Ihe orf",,~ivc for fear 

Ihal sure"'" Frrnch force~ would .um lhe IBblc!. 00 
.hem and achieve a d«isi\'e bn;:al lhrough ,mo Ger· 
ma,,_held lerrllOry. The banle of all"non Ihal Gcr

II13/1y SOU&l" ended lakm8 ~1">05I as many r"""nan 
1'vc:l3' French. 110c Germ.:ans fonally had tocall "f"he 



a\l:K"h to pur<UOi' lhe war c,,"whe ..... bul IlOl bcr",e 
""",,,ce bolstered ils ",,,ro le hy holdmg Verd"n and 

recapluring key I ~rrnlll nearby 
In the ye~fl' lhal followed . VeRlu" became en

.lmAW m lbe Fre""h IIOC'llOI)' as a mw""lc . II "'as 
France's Bailie of Knta;n. symbol;~lIlll the defen~ of 
the: nation, though pem3pS Imbued wilh anevengrealcr 

~mullOflal fOfee . The greal heroofVeRl\ln wasGc:ncral 
( larer Marshal} lleu.i PII'lh pe ~laln Bonl In 1~56. he 

wa., a S8·year-o ld coloo<:1 lleanng rellI'CulCnI III 1914. 
The war, his """,,,,and at Verdun ,n 1" 16. and h .. 

~",ice ~~ commander-m·chief of rhe I- .... och Army III 
19 17- 1 S. I»apelle<! h'''' ,n!Q h.Ming PfO"'Hlence a< Ihe 
g .... 3t ... v;..,.- "f FllIfICe.' 

Verdun was wle ly B F,e""h c~mp,"gn and VlC_ 

I"')' . I'tlDln·s COOCelll for h" !.Oldicr~ """hed ,n a 
rotation .ySh:m for the III"" "",mnllle.:! to Combal 
HIC' (:. Hec;wse oflhe "',,&th of tbe cam .... 'g" aod the 

larg.e nu",bers of "nil, C'lIIl11l1 ned. mo~t uf 'he French 
Army had .... ,,;.:d through Verdun hy ,Ioe urn. II wa, 
,,"" •. Maj. Alben Lebron , Pv,. Reno! COl)" and Cap! 

Ch~rlu de Gaulle. all fulU .... p .... sidenbofFr~""e, ~nd 

mo,1 of I"" pr"fes~.onal !'rench orr.ecr~ who would 
auai" h'Sh fl1tI~ by World W • • II , had pel"SOn:ll "-"pcn_ 

e"ee In Ihe " m,rocle" of Vcrdun. Becau:\C lhe G.:"n~" 
Arm y wa~ in a .illlilar ~"ua"on, ~lJCh umccrs a~ lIe'n~ 
Gta!c. illn ~nd Ench von Ma,,,""". arehnects 0( ,he 

Sl"""'sful blllzkneg ,,(fen~, ye ag3m51. France '" 1940, 
would al:;o .... "'..,"'\)0.:, Vcrdun and vow n~ver 10 fl'pe~1 

,I.' 
11>e bloodhalh of Verdun would undcnmne the 

c lIll""':.~m for !he W",cffo"1 ,,,I'rance, In 19 16 French 
~uthor Mar<: Boo>o>oo, who would \)0.: killed in FI~" 

on 1918 . .. ·.OIe. ··What kind ora n.allon w,1l lhey make 

uf ,,~ 10lnorrow, !ho:sc c. h~'ISlcd Cre31Uf(:' c "'l'lIcd of 
hlood, emptied ur ,hOUghl, ~rushcd by "Iperhum~n 

faugueT" 
Frnnoe and G~;u Brita in had gone 10 war ,n 1914 

... " a surge of patriot ic e lnotlon th31 had few p.arallcls in 

modem hi5l.0f}' In Great Bnt:"n, n"" tWi Hardy ap
pealed to a ~n~ of homeland "nd Kudyam K'pllng 

dcrc,,,lcd the righteous"" .. of emp're . In Fmn"e, the 
people w.n: "ill Ulovod by the poe' ,), of VOCtor II"!:,, 

Cc c,c/ u t "{II .. : u;:~/ 

(n ,is heaven .s our bJ"" .ky) 
Ce chilmp es/1IOlre retr,,! 
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(Thb r",1d is our land') 

CI'II~ 1.0",,,,,,, rf ""II" AI"ac" 
c ·ellaNm, .. ' 
(llIis Loo ralne and Ih, . AJ"""" 
arC our<!), 

It t5 no worKk::' thaI FTallCeadopl"d ~ field uniform 
of IIori!tJft btl''' (,ky blue) for ;IS ~Id,ers as opposed 10 

the f~ldgr"" (fie ld !:r~y) or the Germans Aftc, all , 

Frana: · s w:u ",ms "'prcscmed Iho:\C 10flY I houEhls of 

Hngo. R,ddlng Fm"eh!'Or1 ohbe inv ......... had becn Ibc 

pome mOIlval,,,,' '''ICe !he days ur Robcsp'.rfl'. It "·M' 
n~ unlil latcr in Ihe war thaI ,,,d, fX"'Ui 3$ Ch,,,lc' 
Yiklrx ,n "Rd,cr· ",mit: about lhe ",.,Iilics or t .... nch 

"arfan: ,nsp'n..'d try Nilles such as Verdun: 

In OUr place 

Frc.\h troops have """ Ie 
SCOI up Ihe hne 
As bail (or ,"",Ih 
fok1 fae. 10 fae. · 

Verdun W,,' " &, C~! I~S! bec~u>e il WQ~ purely a 
!-rench a(f~ir Ry 1916 (he: happy .... amors of 19 14, 

fi!l~ w;lh ,II", (~p,m ) and ~ro" (lut~), h3d becon-.o lhe 

pml",' (h." y ones) of VellJun . They would he umnor-

13.1oU'(! ~51he ''''':;''115 J" II' tu"rre (war Veler3.n5) who, 
along wilh 1\.1ain, hoo saved F."na:. The:y II3d . 1pcn. 

eocr.d "'Ulelhlng al mu. , ",ys"~al. and lhe war had 
h' .... ed their youlh. After General Nh'elle replacw 

I'tI3.tn as army commander ~t Ve"lun, he 3doploo 
i'tlain's ,k:claflouon of "0 .. "I< I"'Jl~ pas" a. "/I . . .. ~ 

I"'HUoni fNJl," bul hy IMn the poilus had become 
~ynlnl e"""sh 10 3ns"~r. ~ And ' ''''Iher silall we ow 

Tho: hco!-known Amen""n poem oflhe war. Alan 
Seeger·, " I I lave a Re ndezvous wilh [)r:alh: ' ,s al so 

hlun,ly",,,lhI IC II ",nccted a b la li"" Ihal m:my ""I. 
d,eB di>played. See!:er wrote . 

I have ~ n:ndc~VOU5 Wilh Dealh 
at "",roe disputed ba<ri<:OOe. 

I , hall n()l fa,llhal "'m"'1.vous. " 

It .s apprupri31e 10 tompare Seeger ",11> (he 
French poclS because he w;os killed In Frdoce III 1916 

fishl in! " ,.111 the French Fore,gn u';"',. "The lIarvlUd-



Th~ on"",.,.' In Ihe Frettclr NalioNll C~m"'''y 
ar Vrrd"tt ( Pholo coulltsy ofthc author) 

educated product of a pros~f()U$ New Yurk ("Illily. 

Seege. was living in Paris w~n the war ~gan. Like 
manyoftbe lim,,11 ~Id;"r.poc:". he.,nli,ted usoon as 
,he "''lOr ~atled . ROIlWlIK: and rdlelliou.., be 101'&"" fur 
gloty aJld found it in death. lie was posthulllously 

awarded the French em; .. "~ C"'lrrr and tile MM(Jj//~ 
Mili/a; .... Ilis p4Xtry lacked ~ny 1....,le<lSl: of salire or 

,rony. II W'~~ blunt and ref\c(ted the ~ta,k <CIIlily of 
lre",,11 w~.h." lhal Verdun c~me to symbol,zc.1I n.., 
Irony 15 thaI Sttger's title was plntp!l'-d~ as ~l llaw: 

a Rcnde~vou s wilh De~trn y" Drill ,,~'tl3' the motto and 
songoflloc 10 1,1 Airborne Divislonthat won f~",e Moo 
glory at Normandy ami B~~Ul:neduring World War I L 
"De~,ny" was a more appropr,ale moIivation for 

A,ner~M "."klieothan "death" the .=:ond li,,1I.: around. 
By tile end of 1916. Ih" French home fronl wa~ oot 

immun., 10 the horron of Ve,dun , Hardly a French 

hou",lIold wtlh military-aile m:ll<t:s was tlnaff"'-100. By 
lhe " ... ·5 end, 21 pc=nl ofF",,,,,h men between the 
agesof eighleen and twenty-seven bad been 10M. " 1lIc 

dealhs of '<) many 'n~p'red 8 haIred of the enemy Ih., 
PtlJvoked an ,rralional di:s,,'" for a 100al. aveng'"g 

vICIOf)' . Summoning up ,m;),ges of Soan of Arc repel 
Itng the Invader. F",nch propag;mda deplClCd lhe na

tional symbol Manallnc. wl1ol;e face and figure wcre 
on nlOfluments and money. and lhe Coq Golliois 
(Fr~nch /OO$tcr) vanqul$hing Ihe hated German eagle. 
~H pgtriot;c scenes were 3 f3/' cry fro,n lho: grim 

re"lity of the Verdun trenches. ret:un reflected tlll~ hy 
recalling his angulslI at the ~,tht or 50ldkrs passing h,~ 

hc""'qu~ners aI Verdun when he wrut,, ; 

My heart lurched as I 5jtW 00. yoong men of I_Illy 

gOIng into the furnace of Verdun. and reflected Ihal 
lhey would p;!SS tooqulCkly. wilh the lightness ofthel, 

age. f"'In cnlhusi"sm in therr firJ;t engagement to the 

wca"ne~s cau!;C<.l by suffe ring ... how !\Ilttdc,,~d I was 
wilen they came hack . who:n [~pOkc tOthem, they 
could lil:an:dy answer." 

De.lpne the cy"iI;i~m of the poilu.. and lhe ,,-ide· 

'pn:ad mutinies ex~ricncoo by tho: French t\mlY otl 

1917. Verdun. in the VICW of tile Fn:nch m,lnary. 
bccal~ a great VICtOr)' . In"earl of llIe anli .... 3/' litera

ture. tile French military remembered the 'hiring onkr 
rtlaln i .. ucd 00 10 Apri, 1916. Wnh tile "'uali",, 
a,oond Verdun 31 II!; .... OlSt. he recall"" Joan of t\rc. 
!oaylng "CourulJ..-on Its (111m!" (Coomge-We shall 

""""' t~m!)" 1lt1ll phrtiC and '"They shall nO! pa.~" 
became lhe watchwords for the der"nders of France. 
But il fcillo W;n~ton Olll",hill in 1115 hIStory o f W.,.-ld 

War I. TIr, Wor/J Cd"i.,'. 10 view Verdun a\ a hallie 
Wilhoul win"" ••. wh/:n he wrote; "V;~IO'y was to be 
booShl so dear "-~ 10 be indiuinguishahlc from de
feal.~"lalcr, the Ve.dun gCIlCr.lltoo would he casti

galed by no"cllS! Je~n Dul .. " ... ,n TM ra.;j .1{I"" 
MIIN".' lhe ~Mcn ofF,fty" who '" 1940 tnulally be

,rayed Frnncc by Iheir lack of vnnlily against IliI1e •. " 
The legacy ofVcf(1"" wwld be a general ion Ihal in 

19)9 and 1940 lacked the !ill"'" ~rong r,ber of the 
pDll",,· on 1914 and J 916. Included on Ih31 legacy"..., .... 

all the yow'S men wOO did nO! s.u"",~e World war I. 
~ "hollow ),carJ;" of manpower ~honagc ,h., fol

Ir.w\!d Ihe W3/' dep,,"ed Europe of b.>d!y needed mili· 
\at)' men and junior k:ldtuh,p. n.os.: wldien wbodtd 
....... ,~ lI'ere ~tnchmesbitlerand dl~ill,,~ioncd . They 

"'ere often unready 10 COpe wilh the dfltlMlio: ehanges 



lhai FrJllltt alld Europe enc:ountercd In the p<.l).lW8' 
year<_ TIle ~amage and devaslaltOlt "f Ihe Great War 

provcted a billn <klermi~ al io" 10 ~n~ule peac~ at :lily 
COSI Fr~nce Iri~-d 10 ~ufe it,o;c:lf behilld lhe '"Creat 

Wall of Frn'ICe"-1he Maginot Lme 
Wh,le France 10'3.'1100 Ouon;nalN m,lttllf)' !IO"~ron 

the European conlinenl for ",,~ral yean after the war. 
ItS severe .wITeri"g durmg thaI conflICt made France'~ 
m,"laIY poh~y defensive. The 1:n:1I1 losses Fmllte 
e.p<:rrenced UI Verdun and elsewherc ",ade Frmlte 

pas" "e and fearful and iI, m, litnrylcaders 100 willtng 

10 hold onlU ool"'ocicd doctftI>CS of ("OII"~nu" (<<>n' 
I1n"",,< front) a ,Id bulaill .. cottdull .. (1nC'1 hod int I ball Ie) 
Ihal had warted wt:1I al Verd"" 

I'm""" I"M il~ ,;clf-<:onfidence on World War I The 
~o,,,,el't of nollie sacrifice Ih,ll hoo do,ninatcd Ihe 

Iner.:uure. speeches. sc'1llo",. and Joumaltsm of the 
early yca~of tl><: war had by tiS end bee" eruokd hy 100 
~wr"II<;altly 01 brutalny and tn:l>. dealh mfl,elcd by
modem Wt3por!$. In 1936-38. a, H,tler s Germany 
rem,hlamed lhe Rhmeland and earved upCa'Cho)lo. 

""kin.loo leaders of France WCre nUl w,1I till: tonsk the" 
pc<tple to mak" the sacrifi~e J l:atll even when war 
came in 1939. II", French people could noI o:ndurc 

another war of 311 111100. France fen;utd Greal SIIlain 
lOItered on lhe bnnk of deful. befon: lhe peal m,l,ury 

capacily of lhe Soviel Unton ftOO lhe Untied Slates 
llJted the bltlancc Kg~""1 H,ller. The Frenchman of 

1939 ... "s nnl U~ he had been in 19 14 . Therealily of wItt . 
<0 gmph,cally \kpictcd and ",,,,,,,,,I><:red. had caused 

the generals. politician •. a'''! C'I,zcn~ of France 10 
falter 

Tod:ly. Verdun offers (he bwn ,,, .. I forecasll"," 

even afler a W;>r i, over. t""re IS ,'" AMur.lnce of pc3Ce 

and slabili ly . 'The I~!;""y of Verdun and Ille Great W"r 
"'~\ World Wnt' II. 

liellred A.rm, U. Col. Tho""', 1>. Morgan is" firt 
suplN'n ano.l,SI ,.-ilh L'8icon RDA.. <Jji,..,.fo,,,·h.ch h" 
supporr. Ih .. nullie C:omma"d T'lIlnln1: Progrum .. I 

ffm /..ra,..,,, .. 'OITh. Kruuos_ A MililaryA Cudtmygrodu
(I/t who un'~d "';11t Ih~.so' Spuia/ Fore ... Croup uml 
t/" 10 I~ Ai,,,,,,,,,, f)ivision it! Vic",o",. Colon~/ M",· 
gu" luss u masla's deS'u in hi,w,y /mm P"cijir 
Lulh~ro" Uni'·cr.il" "nd luss w,illt" (I "Umbtr 0/ 
arltel ... fo, ArrtlY H ,<to<)' . 
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Book Reviews ------------

Book Re.it .. 
b ) 'ru...,,,u J. Gough 

Wllrhog5: , \ U;"i/"? II/ Wa, Pro fill jn A"'trj~a 

by Sluar1 D. Urandcs 
Un l" cn;;1 y l'ressofKenlutky. 1'J')7 ,371 pp •• $34,'5. 

w"m.-'r.J C ,..;\ book .. lIh <och D lillebeanYlhmg 
OIber Ihan ~n anl iwar 11'3C1. a d,~lrIbe a\:alll.1 "mel 

chant> of dealh""! empl"'l ,cally . ye5. SlI.l3rl 1\1" ,IlIc..! ' 

"'''c''p,n!: acCOUnt of W;u1l1lo.: I"ofile-erinjl.- lhe III '" i, 
a "obrlqUCI for World Wat I er. sl'c""lalors-me~ 

hl \:h above overhe~tc .. 1 "'lIck r~k ing. Thoughtfully ,,00 
with nllance. Ilr:lIldes ~xpl~ Americ:ms' o;enluri~. 
old 311empt to halance Ihe lT Cberuhed economIC fltt 

do", and the" di!>3PPfovnl of wc"lIh acquu'w Ihl"OIIl:h 
W~I. 

Br:md.:§ ct.>""n In deLllllhe itcvolutlOl1 . lhe CIVIl 

War. and the 1"0 ","o.ld "·ars. bul rrovide~ onl y D 

broad-bru ~h IrealmC"1 of llle: Cold War cr~ wilh no 
(II...:".,.;.", {If lbe K.....:an. Vielnam. or Gulf Wan. He 

sho .... s ho .... nv,:an. of profil...,,,n!: 811d o f turb"'g II 

ch:lngcd Ovel !UTle. Whlle ex",nIO""I" pricing ~nd 
dcgrt><led lluahty pel'Sl~led, I'lulI<I..; •. pr;v3t...,,,ng. I""," 

,n$ "uh the: enemy. and boumy Jump"'il declined ot 
(h).app"~ In lhe tw,,"lielh ce ntury. Advaoc"eS In 

l~hooloJlY. mean",hlJc , bro"glillo lhe fore ,,~""" of 
p.llem roy~I""",. >luck mar1;el speculation. and gam~ III 
e~c'(:UI' ''C I","orne. M<JO.Ic.) of government n'Gulation
(ede,,,1 ",come and ex~e.'s pfOfils l;o;CS. renegOli"lc-d 

pncmg. and prnsc:c:ution fot fraud III war comraclS-
,,1' ..... and lhe fede",1 b', .. IVcmment hpllndcd accord· 

"'gly. 
Bus .... "",,,,.:n. Onulode~ re:m"" ,b us. do not have: a 

monopoly on greed. Other ~iIlUns, "'dudinG mll;t;uy 
offlc l"ls. ha.e wmellme~ tak en ad vantage of warlime 

opponUnlllC$ toma~e unethical and ilkg~1 ga",~. U.S 
Nn~y ..... ,!ors In the Red R,v~r campaIgn. rOf instance. 
fOUIIII<: ly ~tcllCllw UnlonlSIS' COI lo n bale! "C.S.A." 

and. under e.,.1 ing pOhty, gained half of II\( '·contra· 
1>:0 ....... fot thelTl5e lvC$. Yet In h l~ Iypl<:ally me;uu.."j 

a~h. R .. ndes pef)u:t~"'ely argues IhJt tll'l(lfi ans 
haw exaggerale..:1 Civil War corrtlpt ion, Large war 

proti .. owc-d "'55 10 "eMlity than 10 lremendous ec ..... 
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nomIC dl~loc"tion. pr«ipl(~te Il1oOb.lillOllon. ~rude pro

curement practICeS. a' .... an unexpectedly long War. 
bchcwitlG Ihroughoull!\c book Ihe common academic 
b,as againsl bu)I!leSS. he prc....:nt. ""at ConlractCO" 
ri'Sks. problems, and p.:rtnottc OCL. of t:CneI"OSIIY along 

""ith their profits. 

Br.mdes '«T"'CS 10 bJl;mce the !oOII",limes J~un. 

diced opinion' of eontcmpol1lf1es and F'ro!:reSSIve h,~· 
lorlan, with a common· ",,,SIl realillltlon th,,( go,'em· 

mem. e.l llt;(;ially Imhl~l)'. u"lho.itie.- 3t war tel .... 10 
value IIiTIC Over CQ~I~ffecllvc"",,,,,. MakIng fresh """ 

of po>I' Wood W:.d OOIl!:""slonal heannS".hccoume" 
the afgu",,,nl "d.anced agaIn" cost·plus COlltrllCl) in 
1917 ( antonm"m conSlfUClI/)Il loy poinllng OUt Ihallho: 
addi""",,1 time ~ullcd to : .. ;h·cntse For bid, " 'ould 
have harlllfnily delayed trool' 1III.>bIh~allon . 

I n 3 entre<: live: to symp.ll het ic :occoums of thc wun.: 
in lhe 1930s of the Scn;tte', Spec.al Cornnlllice 

Im·""hga. ing the Muniti ons Indu,lry. cha ired hy 
{icrdld P. Nye. ij",,,d,,. not~s Ih31 the cornnuttee 

~nE~g..-.J In dc=ioguery a ..... somell~ MlJIPr<:$SCd 
""'iOc:rt(e that did ~ 5uppon til<: n,msy " me n:ha"l ~ of 
d",,,h""lIlolOfy. More"v~r. he dcbu"b Ihe con""",c<:, 

fostered Icg.: ..... lhal Iltere: """ a gn-al shIft In lhe 
d"triootton of .. ~alth that favored the nch du""1: 
W",I<I War i. 

WhIle n:cogn I II n g the ,,·odc.Icprc:ad e v~~"'" of pnce . 
• enl.:md r:luon controls durong W01k! War II. Jlr.m.b 
~S""'SC$ the governnlClIl" con'pretlClI>I" e anl,pmr" 
teenng I'",!:r:lm as an Impe.fcct >tKces~ Inn~li"" WJ> 
ICS'llh:m In p~~IOUS wars. We. I', .. d a lar,l;cr pan nflhc 

bill . and II\( ful .... a m" mall y progr~".-e (ax ~lmcll1rc 
produc<:d a le"Chng of ~har,,-, of wea lth 

Cons'gned ill the Cold Wa< to an uofam,h", reli· 

a lICe on 3 hug~, permanent, profil·..eeking delc" "" 

indo~"y. Ameri~an., I\",,,dcs declarc •. ""\!luck OUI at 

lhe- e~po:tl..i,·e shield tllat provided dublou~ -.ccUnly 

whik: ~roding I A,rll.."II:an 1 exceptiooall sm.·· Y CI by the 

""", 11 con fronted Ihe "mlhlary,"ldoSlflal coml'lc~ :' 

the socl<: ly had prOgre_~ 10 the point lhat 11 could 
~keep profiteering subwlntilolly in chee k •. Although 

Ihi, ~"OIlC lu slon .... ill not go unch~lk.ngcd. II IS ""sed on 

a type of coo l· headed. ",ncc ll "e schollU"shlp Ih at " all 
100 r:lre 10 the study ofhusiness and " 'ar 



Urandes d""" nol ~Iways ~uc"essfully 'y"'he~,?.c 
lhe inrUf"'~lion ,n his di,"C1'5e SOOl\.'<:S, aoo h, s unbmll · 
ia, n~ .. "h lhe de",I. of """",f,e IspeciS o f h,s sub~(" 
oe~>l5'OIlally 5Url":oo. ..... For uample. lhe COl1;n:~S"~1n 
whochain:d Ihe SeJec, COmmilluon E'llCnd"ures on 
,J", War Uepanmenr a(rerWOfld War I was WiliiamJ. 
(i .. ~hiUll. not lhe ninclccnlh-ccn(ui')' dK"ary ~rOfT"t:, 
andct3Clerepony." S~lve"erGQham. Su( )OUCh lapse..< 
de(r.IC1 hille from Ihe soundne~, uf B'"nde, ' well · 

cUl"idc,~"d conclU<lOI1S in a sl ..... y 'hl" i~ paollcularJy 
val,mhle (onl\ose whose ca""",s engage rlK'm In civil· 
nllhl;UY ~Ialloo,. 

/),. 'I"ncm:c J . 0("'1111 , "h;'f'flh~ Ccma's IIwo,,,",.!! 
~uPPOrT 8rrmch. /!U, pub/i5hcd uvt'ral "rTil'i~ •• on 
A'my·bus..".. .... ,'e/(l,ions. 

II .... ~ He,'jew 
by Mason Schtrtor 

Im,,,,i,,,. Halklmlt Tilt Gtmwn ClJntlHtigll ill Iht 
Hu/klms. Spring I'HI 
by C~'l!e E, IIIwu 
2d ed ., Sun! Strcel !'ress. 1997, 164 pp., 5 1\1.\15. 

I-orlil publi,hell by Ihe Cenler of Military lIi,*ory 
fon y.fjvc ycal'> ago. George l!I;!U ' , Irrs<: b", COrtljlfe' 
hemivc accoum of Ille Ge,_n Hal~an camp;lIgn re
nl;lln~ \IIndy. Silll't: Blau, 'Ilen an employ« '" the 
Center's Forei!;" Sl(ldi"s Hr:1r>Ch. origlllally cO"'I)lI<."<I 
hi~ ac~""". from ~rman source,;, {"'<IS""" lIuI4ms.' 
cunll~ .he camp;uJ:IIlaJJ.",ly f.om lhe AXIS p.;Hnl of 
"OCW NOI'IeIlleless. i.sbroad pK:IYfl: melllCks tile pohl,· 
cal bad'gn;>Und.IOS'-~lfC~. ar.d leswns "'arn"tt ,n each 

ca'''p"'gn pha.~ . 
Hla" se,s (lie $Cene ea.-cfulLy. In 1\141 Hille, 

bad.:Sloppe<! hi~ 1)1a .. "ed Kuss,an campaign b~ <ceu.
Ing (Ilt: B;,lkan~ tie faced sul»lanllHI Hrill.h Inlel"\'en" 

",," "' Greece. lie tI,~.ru,'ed Y,,!;Mlavla af.~r Serb,an 
all fOKe offl«lS de,,,,,,,,d f>rIIlCC P~ul"\ (,iemlLy re
gilM In Hcl~node III March 1\141 W"h h', Kusslan 
'"V.,,''''' ''''''''nenl. lIiller ..... "k! lea,'c I10Ihlng 10 
chancc. ln Ap,,1 194 I German;u-1I1Qf'NI forc~. ~I()fn>ed 
In',, b<~h Gre«e and YUl:o,bvon. They fact<;! ill· 
'''!'"flPCd enemy (orce;; d;'I"'~ o,'(r large atl:~s. 

In YugmlavllI.he Germans. ",lying on 11le" supe-

"orlly In an"" .. ""d InohllOly 10 oVercollle h;".y pl~n 
om;. qUICkly nvcrpo"'ered SI runJ:-()Ul aod III . pn:p;ored 
c..,myfo • .:es. Within ....... lv"d.1)" ' heGennanscru,hcd 
lhe diVided Yu;""lav A.",y. In Gn:ecc ,Ilt: .... ''''um
bered a,ld o"'nlaneuven:d Brn"h ~o"ld only figh, a 
,k: laymg ocllon. Thoogh Ihe (ired,s rough. wdl.lI...-y 

could 1101 Ion; 1'1:10"1 llle lK'av.ly armon."d ('"rman 
(Ottes Helped hy all wpenon.y. lhe German' "'pea'
edly Ol"p,><:ed Ihelr foes. S y Ihe cod of Apn 11hey had 
pu,h",llhc Hru,sh our of Greecc 

The ~rmans then 'nv¥led C~.e, wi""" they 
fac;cd ""ense Allied fe<ISlano;c There 100 German 
allborne a!lack agalll" lOUgh , dug·in rorce~ almosl 
collapsed. Ilowever, (h" H"(I,. h did nOl c~pl",' the 
~rmans' ini(ial cnnfuslon welJ enough 10 jlfevall. A, 
Bbu point .. OUI, ~rman ('(101...,1 o f lhe .,r ultimately 
'IUmped Bn.ish ~"",".-01 nf tile ~a, Nonelhel<!$." '''''pi 
(Xr""," irnp,nn<:lllons made (he Cn:I:tn oper.II'on 
~'-"t ly ,,,1<1 ulllln~tcly count~"l'mduclive. 

o.:caslOfIal .ac.ic~1 mlS.akes :aside. tI", ,>cnnan 
""",.c,), or IoJlollCaJ problems imp'es,",s lhe ",:de. 

Facing bad roads ;uid weathe., I .... GermJII$ pJ:lCW 
""I'l'ly dumps near the en,,,); and Yugo~l.w "onle" 
a,ld u§cd ",uni, i"", c<:ooomlCally. 'flIt-oy ~I-o ~pecded 
movemen.s by ebk<lfymll all map mil hnes accord
jng 10 capacity. 

/lW(lS;on 811{t""", ~hcd.loghIOll.1le n:cC'" hn:akup 
ofYugosJavi~. Ac<:ordinll 'o JlJa", S~rb-C,oal !ens,om 
in I'M I rcdllCr:O 11K' cones""',,-'U of lhe Y ugo>lav 
Anny ... hich officiall y numbered one m.lIlIM'I al full 
mObilization. WI",,, ,he Gcnnan~ Invaded. Ille Croars 
oft~n w"uld II{)( fight and SOmel;n"" even allockcd 
Sc,h untls. Un"i!ICly, (he BeJgrade high oo,,,rnaod 
Ifred 10 hoIde,·e.y frontier po,nl. ThcGenn"" homb",g 
o( IklgnooJo: , ",eanwhlle. dealilhe Y ugcr.;JaV$ a "de"3~ 
Iming blow Itha' i vir1""I1~ demoyed all ""'~,,~ of 
cnm mUnicallOl1 bt;1..-""n the Yugoslav hi!>h command 
and lhe fOfCCl; ,n llle field." 30d "rcndered Impc.ssibleM 

ooordm:mon and control o( f",ld opera'ioo~. writeS 

Hlau. 
A, Blat,' 'lICcounl impli., •. ,h" Y ugnslav andGn:c k 

ca "'11:11 gn. paralleled 1 he]a I'Jnc:se III v as 1011 of ~ 1 al ay a . 
In ~h COIKS IheAlliesove.esllm:lIed n~.uf1ll obslacle. 
like mou,,13,o. and Junglc\ [)c,.1"le diffICult lerr."". 
Ihe AX I' forces p""."e.cd and n:pea.~lIly "urpnsed 
lhell opponc"t~. In Greece and Yugcr.;lav.a Ocr""''' 
nlOO"''''" d.v,s.ons mo ... :tI .... quICkly Illey 1""-'" obp:· 



roves bef .. re Ihei. opponem$ knew wl\;ll was 1\n1~)CII' 
In; They u~ lant.:s on lerra,n (<>n~idcrod imp:u$.1t>1e 

for Afrr>O<, "The Jap;tn<:$C rc~aled 11105 ~ffonn~ro<;e ill 
rhc r.bla~~n ju"ale, 

HI>lOl1:ms l\av~ Ioogdel\aled whclhcr the Yugoslav 
~nd Greek campaignsdela)~ Opcrimoo HARPAROSSA 

long en""gh for thol Ru ssran wimer 10 hall tho.: Gcr. 
rna..,. In UIJu '~ vr~w. the 8 Jlkan in",~slon ,Ia lled 

BA/I;8AROSSA by a po5l'bl)' rIce,si,'", Iht« weeks. To 
Andre .... bp;in!11. lbe camp;r'an pmlpooWlbe Russl;ln 
,,, vir"',,, r,,'ecruci~1 wee ks. wh,le German panllrooper 
and rrOOjl carTle, lo:;sc.s in Crele weakened the Ger,,,",, 

thru~ 1O"-arcJ M~ow.lohn Keo:a::m, however, argue!' 

th~llho.: R'ISMan wealherdecr<kd RAR I1ANOSSl\' 'Jump ' 
off dalo-----G",many coulll nOI move ul1111 the "nd or 

'1''''''1: Ooodmll ,n "",-<lern Eurupe, The quc:.IIUIl or lhc 
Halk~" ""mp;t,gns' uilimale "ratea'" imp;or:l rcm:uns 

""". To h,~ er,,>ln, (ienrge Blau cover~ Ihe 194 I R" l~ ~n 

caml~lIgn "".m by po,m. AI 1,1llCI> hi~ ltCCOUnt Sttrm; 

overly ~hcrnallC Jnd medanlCal: nne lungs for more 

nre III kll the onkrly proK. 0"" could also use ~ of 

lbe All ,ed pcr<;[lCclivc in his book. Nonclbcle"" in''{I' 
-'''''' /kIlh"u! adnur:1hly <k><:.ibe5,hc-I:w I-llC<:CS>ful 

(ire.man blttzkneg-befort: " ARBAROS$A foundered 
IIIlho "no,"" .. r M(»CQw. 

MaJOl' Sclraf!/'" lraj" lNen a hlS/olian lIN 1M Military 

T '''!fir MOIUJ~I","I",1t e"'''''''IM,1 sIMCt 19WJ. H" 1u,los 
a ma.'-''''·'' d'/lru In hiSlar) lro". AmUicUl' U~i.l"r. 

III} a,1d is cu,umty a Ph.D. (wuJid6u Ih,,, 

lluok KH iew 

I/J Ea rl f. Zkmke 

Slumbli"l: C.,1,,1fUS; The Ned Army " II 1M £ ,·t (>1 
lVurld lVar 
by O~,-id M . Gl:ln ll 

Unh·trsily I·.~ (lr K~nSIlS. 1'J9l1. 392 1'1' .• $)9.9!. 

Unlll:r (110: pseudonym Viclor Suvomv. a SOV;"I 

defcclor. VIad"",. Raun. '" ba ~~ 10 have been a 
Junoor milit;uy ,nlelligcncc offICer. j1Obli,hcd ICE· 
/JH.£AKF.R: WhaSmrred lhe Sew",! World War'!(l.o!,. 

don. I~) . In il . 00 "rev~aJ~" Iha! Ju~f Si;lhn. In 
funlle. hi~ own 1'1:111 for wurld conq~. had used 

Adolf I h!ler as h,~ ~,ccbre;okcr"' in 1939-4() A ,o;<;<lud. 
Df!n. ·M (M <.»e<>w. 1994). gave ~pcc,rlCl>- Of! I II Augu~1 
1939 Stabn decided IU SIan lho: world W~, on I Scplcrn· 
be. and on the .<alllC day began a s«rci ,nobi lr,-"I,,>n 

ag:unSI Germany thai w;as 10 he compleled by I Sep
l~mt>er 1941. \...rI,C' . :.ccordrng to SUVOfOV, Slalin KI 

M·Day. Ihe d3y fOO Sov",,' a!13Ck wa~ to 1\('1:10. fur 6 
July 1941 t>ec~u>e hy tbc" '·'00 mobilizatlO., w""ld 
h.we rt:lIChcd ~uch col£KS:Il I'mpOfhl."'~ Ihat II could 00 

loo.ge .. lrav~ bttn cOrlCe~l"d Hnler', la~t and only 

chance wa< '0 sa'·~ himself by a prcvcnll"e ~trike." 
(iltn··M, p. 2411) 

!kong ",bally undocumcnled:mll suppon~ solely 

by SUVOIQv', claim to hav,ns hlld acceSS '0 I~ mo" 
seCrel Sov,et .rchivo:s.ICE8REAKER (0",111 f"w ",~d· 

~ ... on Englandorlbc U.,iu:d Stalesand lkn ·.M . Iodale. 

no I'uh"~r fIX an Eng"~h .rnnsl:uron. In Germany. 

howe.cr. where World War I I .~ nOI ~ """"I~r subJeCI. 
t>och :lCh,ev~ h"'Hoelle. 5lalU~ even Ihou,h lheorcon 
tcnl~ were disllnclly ~1"'P"'om. The pre,·cnl,y!: w~r 

t""',~ ~ been promoted ",German nghl ,w '"g h!e ... -

IUle evc. since Hi~ Ic. fir.! formulaled II In h'-' add":,, 

101M n"''''n on 221.,,,,, 1941 : Ind Joach,m 110ffm~nn 
had ,,,en il ~ loCholarly-personal not orrl(:ial~_ 

dorwment In Volu,"" 4 of 1M German Rmw,ks"chr"! 
Ow J).,"'.'<I'h, R ~;d, ,mel d.-r Z .. -,,,, W .. 1'4d~1I (S IUUS~' I. 
1983) Consequenlly. SUVOfOY' s !ubstantoyc !:onmOO· 

liOn ,,'a~ m.n,mal; bul. by .,.",verring "h~' had I"OCt:n a 
diKlaln",r nf Ie;al respons,b,hl y for ,ho.: "nark on Ille 
SIlviel Union imo a blankel release from virhmlly a ll 

..-:.fgu,ll. heeMabl'shed h,~lfM~Ihi: fOl"C'most spole.;. 
ITWI of W3r rcv"iunism in Germany_ 

Smmblmg c.."ol".,~w~ and Suvorov's hoob ~ha.., a 

n1(:faphorical··coIM""·· derived from SovIllI .<lali,'ics 

..,1e3~ on the 1980:1 , hal coofir .... d ,t... Red Army'~ 
~wa.OO,ldup 10 h~'·e bttn farlarg~rlhan ~viou.ly 

.d",illed. In all OIbcr re'~I~. CQloncl l}a""j Gl:tnr~ 's 

work ,s an ant,dO\~ 10 ·· Ke',un·, conlem,ou< ~"d e 'pl ... 
l've II'IC'K<. ~ (I' 5) Ilellas uodertal en IQ ",fule Suvom,· 

and h .. advOC31e5 ,n Gcrm'fllY and RU<~II' by""am,n' 
tng Ihe head and feel of Ihe colossu~. The pole",ic, a", 

coofilled 10 Ihe Inlroductoon. n", lexl rbereafl'" " " 

S1 ",ighlf OI'\\'w. doc" .... " led a.<SC~$" o<;nl of Sovoer war 
readi"cs~ in I~ summer of 1941. 

Chapler Om: ~Iabh she.~ Ihe human dinlCns;on: 
5.3 milhon "",n "'obilized by 22 June I 94 I . .,f whom 

2.9 millioo were ( .... pl~ In lhe ~em mlln ... y 



di~lncIS. Since II><: German IIlVaSlon fon:c had 3.05 

IIIil linn lrOOf!s. II><: mUIJlly dcplo}e<J fOJret! W"~ not all 
that cnIO<!'aI. but IIIe Red Army b:..J surr OCOC'II re.<Crvc. 
to rcpl3Cc 4.3 mill;o" Ios.~ III IIIe fim monlh, ofwa, 

and ~ull 11II"c IU m.lhon troops deplO)'l.-'\l 01 • .1 1 !)C. 

cc "~"'r 1'14 I. As Colonel (j1;1Ilt'l po",I' {JI,1. llIe Ios5es. 
wh,ch amoomcd 10 pr"el icully Ihe whole 22 June 194 I 

cadre >l.rcnglh of IIIC army. can ~ laken as oor of the 

n~ ~iJ:ni rlCanl cons,,\ernu ons reIJIt\'e 10 'oVa, n:adl' 

~s 

hi the !.eCOnd to (out'lh chapl~"', Colonel (jbml 

dq"ch a high command cn~hcd In Ilionumental 
problems A poillical l"'rgc, of whIch tile Red Army 
W1< the: chief larget. was m lhe ~s 01 <weepm!! 
aWolY MMly all com",,,,,d .. .,. and chlcfs of staff abo"" 

the tcg""""talle",,1. At the $;Imc In .. .: the "" .. "d forces 
were be.ng more IhJn d .... ,bl<:d. In lu ... 1941. in the 
regn1lfnt 10 mililary <li,trict (army group) r~nge, h~l f uf 

lhe romm:",defS had Ie » lhan siA """"I,,' eAl"'flcn<:e 
alllle" u~.groed Ie,·c!. Hitler' ~ partroefSh.p With J;tpan 
m tile Rome-Berlin· T ol yo AA.S I1llted tIM: PfO'I""CI of 
a tv.'Q-(,,,nt w"'. Tlor: Red Army's unvppo",d n",reh 
inln 1>(JI~nd in Seplcmber 1939 had beell" fia<co, lis 

all3Clon bnl;md tWo monlh. 1"lcl a c3lall1lly. 
On lhe basi, of SovOCI readmess and after·,...1; ..... 

repo<lS. Ch~ple", Fi ve \0 bghl =55 m deplh IhI: 
rombat .eadmess (and dr"",live",,-") of IIIe "by lUll< 
194 I , accOfdlllg I .. ",cry Ine~Surement . . IM!,:e", anti 

moSllvmpl". fighllng force tn the wo.ld." (p. 259) In 
StU" .. Colonel G lantz finds t~ Red Am.y 10 ba,'c 
possessed more than ;tdeqUIIle ~III'" hut bardl y a clue to 

llIel' effecttve ~mplO)'ment "'Ihe lind of ... .v It faced 
II ha<l nOl nSJ;, milaled the le nons of lhi.: Gclu~'n Cam· 

1""g" 5 III Poland.lhe low Counl.ic.. ... a"d rrance, It ha<l 
multll'k-d'Jl:ll n(JmerlC~I.llpcrtorily to lanks. ~lfcrdfl , 

and a"illc,y. but lhe conlfnands at ~II k,,'Cb " 'ere not 

~hunled In nlOb. le warfare. n.c ~or force h:ld mon: 
"ucruf{ than pilots; a'mlll'Cd u"it' were OI,ltfmed with a 

bewllokrin" variety uf tnnh. radiOli were r~re ilems_ In 
the hllhl o f the c Aperience in Poland and l'i"land. tbe 
,nfra."lUClurc·S ~bil.t y 10 ~uSlain <>per:lllonS on a rna .... 
s.ve scale wlOS in utlt:rdoubt. 

SlumMillN c.:OIOSfUS IS and probahly Will be for 
",me lune Ihe most comprchcn,"ve a'SCSln\Cnt of Ihe 
Ked Army ' , wal read;' .. ~s In JUI\C 1941 11 .lhows 
Siahn to It.a~e been 100 beset by military &fl(leOCH::S 10 

ha"" cnntemplated COj,\inccnng a world " ..... If facts 

30 

c~n rerute Suvorov, il h", <lone thai, nt leall on Ihls SIde. 

of Ihe occ~n: hllwcve •. I", and IllS diKiples ' fur'" of 
revi,,,,nism dcl " '(!l; 11< ,uppel" 1t'$S (rom lhi.: IUiloflcal 

"xo.-.:l lhan from lhe cu"""t c,rclllll.ll:lllCeS o f Ger. 
lI\;l/ly and Ru" .... The tail Russ.an Il'OOpslcft Q,nn;".y 

1M Srptembcr 1''')4. and--()(ll) Ihmh not coill<Kkn· 
wily_on the subl'equent few ItlOmh., lAm '·M ancJ 

three similar wllrks by German hi.llorians appealed tn 

Germany. llIci. SlOb ..,.,1Il III IndlCatC sub>l~nllHI 

public senllment for revlSIOI'I of the tnOft' lhan h~lf· 

cenlury-old SOViet ponl1lY31 or itself ~s IIIe ..... holly 

innoc"nl anrlllll'(J'flCcllng '·'cti", of aggress.on. On 
lite othcr hand. mal"stn,am 01';"'00 tn Germany allll In 
RlIs,i~ """-< nlUCh lhe 5iUTIC ··e>.p .... ~;ve .. f!O'~nual In 

thell CCntl1ll llleSCS as Colonel C,IQOI1. ~ bt.n h3, Ihu, 

f", not mana!:",1 m <!c'-clop an effeclivc TCl't1OOS¢ 

Unfm tunatcl y. lhoe rdevant liler~11I1\': II aitnosl enl Irdy 
tn lJermanOT Ru~swn Thcreaderc~n lind J50l1Ic .... hat 

dsted but still uscful !'amphng of,he Van .... " JIOSmOllS 
In Hemel WegM', e<L F""" Pn,C't' /() lVar: G~rmon)', 

.<;'''';~I Runia and 1M World, 1939·1941 (Providen .. :e. 

It! .. 1m). a sY"'I'""iuIII ,ponsored JOintly by Ihe 
Dunlk.wehr' . Mil illlry H I!lOry Research 1"",iUle and 

lhe SUyiet Mlhlary HI510<)' InSlilul e. 

/)" Earl F. hemie ,ms" It;$/(#lall !111M Offire of 11t~ 
CIt,rloIMtli."ry H,srorylrom 1955 I" 1967 ""dlrom 
Ih~" IIIlIil his 'ellr~"'mlln 1993" I'rI)l~Jsor 01 hlslo,,>' 
11/ lire Un; .... 's.ry 1)1 G''''g;''. H~ is Ihe "II//tor 01 
Suhngrnd To Re,lIn: 1M German Defeal I" n.. l::a.\t 
ICMH. I968JandTho: U.s Army ", thcOccup;luonof 
('",,,,,,ny,l944 19.16 (CMH,1975}, 

Hunk Ke.'lew 

by Jam ... W. Willia ms 

I;'" , ie I'ylt's W"r: Amerj"I1 '~ 1:)e"'itnesl 10 \\'",Id 
W", If 
by J~"'cs Tobin 
.\12 pp_ doth . The Ftft P""",. 1\197. $24.50 
paprr, Uni.~ rsity Press of KII~ IIJ'.IIl $ 16.'S, 

Read James Tub,,,. F.mi" I'yle', IV"r, for ente. · 
13In",enl. ",flection. and Inspi"'ti,," . TOOtn IS a "'1'1: 
C'Ol1Ihl n31 tOn---.J 5uct:es~f III joom:d ist who holds. I'll I). 

tn hmO<)'. Tobin brought lIocloC.' weams IOj;Clher 10 lell 



~ "'''''p<:lIinJ; pe""'lnal-in!eres! story lhalpmvide. 'n_ 
SIght. '"to 1110:: ""lure uf dutumenlln,l co.mbat. a. wo::l1 

;IS mlO lhe pollllcal and <:£OnUfTlK: dynamics nf the 
ncw~, T ooln e~amlne$ the ""r!.Onal 'lualities Ihatesub. 

lishcd Pyle' s unique approach In cO"c"n~ t~ world 
.... ar. made h"" ,,:ck it. and kepi hIm al U unlil il CO>l hi. 

hfe. Wh:u comc~ thm .. ", the acc:oum IS a sen~ of a 
manof small phySIcal ~1"'urc.llrclOl clTlOlional sensul" · 
'Iy. lind "alive shyness who. n:~pondllll: l\l la,!;e per

SOfIal alKll"ofc:ssiunal demands. becanle a"d t'CIIllIins 

a nallonal he,o I" !clhng a compelhnll prrfoOOa'1<Iory. 
Tooln r3J!o('S InlleS Ihal.hould makelhlsbooI.: manda

lOry readin!; for any who Inlend H) [lOIClicr. lhe an of 

hl'lorY-l,nrlicularly caplunng and convcyin!; mHi 
lary uper:t.lIon •. 

Emie Pyle w;u a fugll"'" h" whule hfe Ihs f,rst 
flIght w:t.' flOm Ihc flallands of !\ITilI celll",1 hKlian;a 

and the .uffocallng hfc.'lyle he as,oclaled with il. Too 
ye).",!: 10 ,"cl illlu World War I. Pyle's first es.:ape w.L, 

10 Indiana Uor ,..".s.'y. There he threw h,mself inlO lhe 

~Iudt:nl newspape' ThaI wort ~ ncoucs Iha. 
carrit(l hIm eyer r"nllC' frum Ihe ploce. he feared. 

allhoo!;h his succc.<.s C~"IC lar~ely from belt'S able IU 

'peak .0 peuple w~ hv~ cen.ered In iUCh plxcs 
I')Ilc was abu a fugl.ll\·e from I lroobled oome, H" 

"',fe sufl'~ chnmic <kpn:SSI()f'l:u>d dunking Em.e' s 
VIS't~ hOllle were Icrnbly strained, co,,~utTH:d ~s .h~y 
wt:1'l' In fUlIle effo,,~.o ~pring h.s w,fe oul of <bpon
d..-ncy and akoboh~n F.mie·5 relum 10 the Il..,j n:

he"ed them !.>uth uf thaI str:t.tn wll hool resulvlrIg lhe 
facllha.lhey really " ... ,Id nUl51and hvi ng h.>gclher. 

A~ a )OUmah~l. Em", foond Ihal he could wi.h 

\CIr11et:(foo mix well Wllh people Kecult.valeda·poor 

de'-II' >lyk Ih". gaIned hlmdetall 300 e'pl:.n"llOO!rom 
lhoSC' he mel. TI",. tt1lnsla.~d 1010 w, lIin~ Ihal "realed 
a SCn'>e of .rIIense. per~",al C\lnne<:l100 wilh hIS read_ 

eB. Fmally Pyk W," a fugnive frum uklage. He IiaW 
~arty how .he: ,,,,w.paper b\ls,ItOe$,S 1"'~lo:d thuse who 

grew uk! and IO!>! lhe e .. cr~y nf you.h. Ul~ Go:uQ;e 
Pallon. Pyle ned IntO war and il\ 1",,-,,,d5. preferring 
'hem 10 lhe na.u ... 1 Occay of peOleer,,1 li(e. Fur I')'le. 

1I,:,,<plll: lhe slCkenlll!; fcar be felt under (,tl', death IrI 

coo\ba, W-d' ~ &Ifl 

Tob,n', Irc~lmcnl of Pyle a. war corresflOn'~'1I! 
nd,irc,scssome COre ' ''tICS of lhe h,,,lou e,,1 prufess,on. 

One 's Ihe ""lance between ca~"ring what Ille lib
",rver xtually ~ and co.wering .. hal'S accefllabk: 
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lu those who WIll llli:vi.~bly filter whale vcr lhe "b

server ~ .. s lIuwn. Erme avoided .",j1hic desc:"~lOns 

of lhe ca ... aJ:c and tc'trof' he 5aW ~ " '110 cnUCIZI: 

h,m f~ Ill'll cove"n~ lhe harsher. nlOr'C trophic aspects 
of war fai I to ~r:t.'I) 'he ba,ic dynamICS of doc""lCn.,,

"on A h'stonan ",tll ocver c<>osls,emly cap.un: wh.,l 
lholic ,n ch.lrg(: :we unw.lhng to liCe ~boul Ihenuc-I,· ... 
The I>omcly fli rt: of Pyle's wnt)Og w~s ""allo h,S 

~~eliS. The nlundallClcl him avo,d Ihe ccns,,"s knife 

Pylc's dispalches were gcner.tlly SU InnOCUOUS t""llhe 
one lime he wrute ~Ihing Ih~1 inviled censoo;h,p. it 

flew. probably the censan; ""w .he byline and par;.'iCd il 
without reading. More imparlanlly. Py le's ~Onlmon

pl1lCe slyle ga,'~ hi' wr;lin& an allegoricall",wcr (h3( 

."."...-.:ndc:d grnpillc delail or ,tJ:lltglC !rca.nlC'" 
Pyle', focu~ on lhe mundane and indmdual Ie. 

n:adcl'l! feel peJ!.Onally c:onn«ied. He focused on ev 

cryd~y lives caught "I' in ~re". eVents Iha. were by 

lhem....,lv"" 100 nbslrx.to be arlicu13led m an ell"""""

aUy l.lu~fying way Th,s focus .~~ i5led his re:tdeJ$tu 

cooncel ""h Jo.'ed ~s f:Lr away ~nd a. ri~k m 1""""
grand evenK AtllCrican£ VIewed E",ie as a persMal 

~u"dU.' belween Ic ... k:r~ a. hume and indivi.tual SC'r_ 

~icc members where"" •• hey " ·ere. A 'ign of 'u. 
<lJcccn " 'as the per-;,.<Icn( dclu~ of n",,1 Ernie re 

"el~N from people IICruS~ An"",cu IIlqumng If he I.ad 
SC'cn SO",",one or a~k,,'& llt~1 he convey a 1l1C,.,;.jIl:e. Nu 

murt gmj1h'" or ""alyllCal apPfoach could have fOl&l=d 
"""h a bond. 

Pyle W;lS a man nf a"d for his unieS. 'The 5I) le and 
cunlenl of his writing perfectl y ,lIi.cd his uwn nnl""" 
,he. !o('ns ,b,lnie. or hi~ readership. ~JKllhe need~ mtlle 

go\,.:mmem low'lain the wareffon Ernie Pyle WlI..'a 
p.atnOf .. 'hen lhe nallon na:ded patnOl.<. Pyle d.dn·1 

deal w,,1t de •• h in Ihe horrifyi nl;. ago", >,ing imlJlnl hoI 

in lhe comcu vf a SOlllhmg. "oble aftermalh Tl IC 

hooll)u of w3f be.:anr.: cnnubltng. as III hI, famou. 

OIeCO"III uf lhe h.1ndling of Cap<:. It enry T Wa,kow 's 
budy In Italy. ThroogOOuI I')'j.c', wnting r:t.n lhe 111rc:Jd 

i>F "''I' forgmg bonds \If brulherly lo~e a"lOng .ho,," 
c()fkicl1ule\l \() the awful oosiner;.' of kIlling ~nd dying 

Pyle' , " 'nllng and lhe w.despread foIJo"".ng h" 

\I'Jlung ge""l1<loo rrta.ed an 'n~"luable dy"""'1C He 
fed Ille despera.e de>lre oflhoi;C al hume to have buth 
II1form;n,uo and al'Sur.uoce. The .... ,,!oe uf know.ng 

w"hou. real infurmauon and 3ssuranccdt~lle uncer_ 
Illin.y served pcn.on~1 and ,n5lilu110031 Interests a. all 



level> . One res,,11 was al le3:\1 a panlal In""'ph of 
,k;lOocrllCY OveT deSpoiLSm, ;1\ C""lm,1 10 Ihe resuh~ 

accompanying far more compicte cover:1gt laler ;n 
Vielnam 

I" life and e'~n In dealh Pyle ""'" and rem::UIlS a 
n3"0fI~llrnsu~. Allile lime Ile hcliled the nalLon meet 
.,",vere cMllenges. [n bolh relrospecl and prospect Ihe 

d,lemmas he foced COI,fronl ,n varyong <kgree!J any 
historian 01" juum3h~. f>erhaps the 11"10>1 I([[onl: epi

wde w.~ II bnef collaborauon belween Pyle and ,he 

p[~yw"8hl Anhur M,lIer \Ifl • Hollywood movoe. 
Miller fell driven to inve.t "vC I1I~ wllh o"ernrching 

sLgn,rIC3r1(e . Pyle =.>Icd imposing elernen" Ihal ,he 
.nomenlS unerty lacked . 1locM: arc "'ernal horns of 
IhI: h,sIQn;m's dik-mrna. l'rlc '\true!;: 3 rolance Ihal 

served many well We COI,1d ull w,sh lodoa~ ""n as Ile 
did 

Dr )Onl<'J W Williw!U is rlre ArlllY a.itlrWtr bmrrclr 

ItUlmiun und a "apia", .n lire U S. HlJI",1 H"u,.~. lie 

H:rvnl iN ,·"",bu. rolrs '" V'~r""m and O{Hr(lflOti 
lJt.·SERT STORM and 10'111" lri1lOt;u" "'IIh rhe Imple· 
m~""'ri{/rr F"r{'~ (WON) In /Josni(J. lit r«',,;"61 hi, 
PIr.n. in hisrory from Induma Un;'·",&;ly. 

Dook Ru i",,,· 
hy Sl .. nl ~y L. ~'B lk 

M(J,Io"h",', Jun!:l .. w,.,.: 1'11 .. 19# N .. ", C"in"a 
C"Mpai,,, 
by SI~ph~n R. Taaffe 

Un iversity I'r~" "r K~nsll~, 1 'JY8, 312 pp., 5)5,00. 

n.e huge .sland of NtwGuuw:a ,n I 944 wa~ nOi the 

"'" of 1,lace yoo or I would choose In 1.0 10 for " 
hnl~lay . HOI, humid. 'n.eo.."1 and d''''3~ 'nfe~led. " 
comallled enough Inoc~Ic.<.. jungles. rugGed mOun_ 

tains. deep ,wamp~. and coral·!QCk".J 1Jc.'lChes 10 d ,s

~01'''''gc even lhe lought:Sl ."ilrl"'y unitS Jup~ly 
Ir.:llned and hardened 10 endu~ such difficulhe.,. lk 

len~ or I hOO>'ll,,<1< of SI ubborn. <kltrm i ned. and aggres 
,;V\: Jilp>lnese t llXlpS defending New Gu,nea ~rely 
compounded the I""ohl~m for lhe invading Amcrican~. 
who miGhl well have preferred focin, IhI: enemy to 

""v.ng In deal with the "klllcnlJL 
Gtnet:l.l Douglas MacAnhur"s campa;", ,n con_ 

quer New GUlilea wa. furthe, punelumed by h,s fighltu 
gain Wa,hingl"n' ~ r«oS" III on of Ihe ~Irdlcgi~ i''']ln, 
la~ of h;~ oper;lllonS. hi, ~lru&l:1c.<; with IhI: Navy 
n ver SCMCe resource... and, ahnV(: all, h,s all bul fanati . 

cal delermin,,';"". 10 relum 10 the Pluloppincs at IhI: 
earliest possible moment To ..chi",·c lhe lauer obJ«
I i,·c he l",,,ued a brtUianl. aggn:nlve. and unrelen"ng 
eampa,sn on wh,ch. however. henflen IgnOred intelli· 

gence, look un~,,,,ry ri.ll:s. "",. I;tined needle .. ly 

heavy c;uuallics. and Ired 10 his $Operi"", 
Slephen T.oaffe·s bfllti;ml ~ript.on and aIlaly"s 

" f MacAnhur·s New Guinea campa ,sn. a volume in 
Ille impress"·,, MOLlem Wa, !'>tud,e~ series edlled hy 
1"IIw<k>n: Wil ..... for lhe University I'I"'-'.<of KanS3S. 0' 
one OflhebeSI booIo:.s 00 W",ld War lJ on lhe p..c,rw;: Ih~, 
I ha'·e read In a long hme "Thnmughly resc=hed and 

welt "'J:"nil"d "nd Wflnen, il is an 'maJ:in""~e. fIC" 
cCI~,,·e. and cmical. bul th""'''Shly balanced. IIp· 
pr:US31 of a rela,,~;:Iy .1eJ;lo>cled campaIgn ,n tile h'iil n· 
l'>Oj;JlIpt.y o.f lhe .. ·ar. 

T ""ITe·s covtragc IS romprellensm':; ~mlle);y. 10-
s"t'c~. tactics, .. -eapoos. health. m(')rale. personal ,"c.~. 
"'talhe, and t~ ".a",. Ihe enemy. and a variely of nther 
s iroll but intereSling aspectS of his SlIhJCCI. H,s n3rr~

Ii,·" oS illustrated .... nh useful npera,;ooal maps{surpm
,ngly. howev(r. withoul scales}. T:IOOffe·s docu ..... ma· 

I.on 's thorough. irw;ho<!i"1\ pubhshed SOUIl'U. I"'QOfI:II 
p;'l"'r~ of I'K.lrcip>lnI5. and 'mj)Qnam Jal'anc~ m~lefl · 

"I,. 
Taaff( is especially ~~illful on p<)f1r.1Ylng lhe com· 

plu"'e .. of MacAnhur"s perso"~IIlY li'o<! leado'~h'p 
~Iylc. Wh, le he pay, mbulc I" It..:: genernl"s rronire\l 
nbihlle.l, he does nl.>l hc.sil ht~ 10 _"" ( ,u his many f:mll< 

and "'eaknes~. T""ffclllso pomlioull hal Ma • .:Anhur'$ 
$UC:c..~~ in New Gume~ was ··oue I" Ioii !.elf -<:onfidtnl 

ability 10 rerognru' and take "'Vllnlage of thl: Amc" · 
can m' I'rary·sa....eb." ,..1nch laltfon ,n Knrealcd h,m 
'·10 behave as if hr ~<.e!ised slm, lar ",Ivanlages O<'er 

thee"",,,,,,n;" Chmcsc. which hed,d nOI.·· MacA"I"" . 
.n OIher word •. ··pla)'~-d lhe game the: "', .. " w~y no 
It\3uer how slfoog or weak his hltnd waC (p. 237) In 

New Guinea, Ih'$ worked. In Korea. It PfO'-eo 10;> be 

clo<astrous. 

Dr Srmdey L FIlI* ',",IS chi,.! hiSllIr/(Jn o! Ihr. U.S. 
Air fo rce (In,1 ,Io;,.! o! 1101' Soulhrusl A,·w Hronch 
.. r rhr Celli,.,,,! MII""T)' IlIsroT)' HI" ;~ lire o.urhnrof 



Batun: The Marchor[)cathrNt'w York. l'Ml),,"d 
.'k""nl)· Days toSingaflOre(N~ .. , Yo,k, 1975). 

nook H.ni~w 
II)' lJoogi>.s E, ~ash 

m,lU'f Amt""tf O/Je ll., jw.: Tilt Gtrman Vi~ ... of 
',,~ R"III~ "ftllt Bulg~ 

edited hy I>~ "ny S.I'lirker 

StllCkpo~ Kooks, 1997,264 PPM $ ).$.'5. 

This book will appelll especially to World War II 
h''10nlll'' inl(re~ed In the Hallie of the BlIlge. Al a 

trine whe" worl:s based on seco"d~ry MlUl'tes are 

btconllng llIerea''''gly pruval~nt. It IS refre.\h"'g to 
Utlln' to p ... ma,y 5OI.II'tC material. "' ritten sIIonly afler 

lhe WM. by me" who plJyed key role!' '" whal w:as 10 ~ 

lhe largest land ooulc C,·cr futJ!;hl between lhe U.S. 

Army and H iller·s Wth'mtJclll. 
In th.~ wOIk. Mr. P:uker. aliI"'" of Bollie qJ III~ 

8"If:t (PtuIJlklphi a. 1(91) and To Won I~ WiMer Sky; 
Ai, W", ow:r III .. Ar"~""" .•. 1944-45 (Conshohoc ken. 

!'cn .... . 1994). hu co.wenlendy compiled na''''tl~C> 
wronen u .. der lhe a\l~pl(e. of lhe Army's europe"n 
ThealerofOpc'"I ;O"" Hi "aroeal Secuon i>cl ween 1945 
and ] 949. UlIlItrColoncl S. L A. Manhall. thIUC<""'" 
,,""35 tasked w" h inlervlew"'g Kare, of ea~ured Ger
mUn offic~r5 and compl l"'lllheir accounlS nf opera

hOI" ag>oill'l the Allie,. 
One of the haliles 11131 gencrah:d the hi!;MM le"cl 

ilf "lIc"," In Ih .s progra", was the Banle of Ih~ Buill'" 
knnwII by I he Germans a< (>ill;r.olion Wachl ",m Rh",," 
( WatCh on lhe Rhine) Due 10 liS SOI.e. complullY. and 
fcme.ty. il ' I3I'Kls 0111 as",,,, of lhe most dIfficult b.~nJe.r 

e'·er 100ghl. :lI\d won. b~ lhe U.S. Arm~ and .... <>rIhy of 
conunued slUdy by military profeu'ORals 3nd histO/l. 
a ils Toward thl \ end. Pa.~er hu assemhled lhe nam· 

",'C,' ofth= Germ:lI1 ~nny comm:mlkrs and four slaff 
office ... who playw key roles ttl lhe pbnnlllg and 
e>.cnruon of lhe offen'lve. 

1lJcs~ ilCCOllnt~. by SS-Obemg'ul'ptl1fuh~' 

$c:pp l}letrieh (Si xth P,tnzcr Mmy): Dietrich·s chief of 
,taff. G,,~t¥lllnwjf}r Fritz Kr3mer; Genu",1 d~, 

/'''n~~''mppt'' Hauo V"" Manteuffcl (Fi nil Panzcr 
Arm~): (l,manl du /'UI1 ~ UlrupPt" J:; ric h 
Kmndenburger (Sc, ,,"I It A nny): Gt,u,ul/tltllf/QrscheJU 

33 

WilMlm Keitel (Chief of Staff, Ob",ltomm(H[do du 
Wehrmachl. or OKW); Gmrralo/J<'''' Alfn:d Jodi 

(Chief of Opera"""'. OKW): and (;'n~rol dr' 
'''fan'tri~ Gunlher Blumentn", ha,'", lam tn SWI"aJC 31 

lhe U.S Nauonal Archi".,.. stnce lhe e.KI of lhe wM. 

They wen: used in ellrly orr tcial ~ounls of tl'" ban Ie. 

bul tn louie ~""'" 
MOSt of Ihe.~ IICCOUntS have 1101 bun readIly 

Mvailable to the ge"eml public before in th"ir enuuly. 

alld Palker admlrahly "lO..ms In th.s regard Much 
lIke Slack pule Books' sImIlar efrons coverlllg German 

operllllons in RU$$,a-n,~ ""vii of War (]9'14) nlld 
FiXhl<ng in H~II (1995). both ediled by Pete, G. 
Tsuuras- Parker allow, lhe German. 10 speak for 

Iloem"""·ts. with hnleedil i"l:. lhus lea' log Ihe ollGlnal 
navOf and mdividual idiosyocl""lc.ll of nch offlCcr fur 
lhe ~r to d.«o,,,,r CommenlS by thell AmeocM> 

,"I~tviewe~ whICh BflfIC',n;d in the OIlglnal al-c()UIIIS 

ha'·e ~Iso been Ilft intact. n\ll~. Ihe ruder Cels a" 
un~aml5hed VICW 1"10 lhe lhotrghL~ and re<CollecllOlls 

oflhcx men ~lIof1ly aflcr lhe \<1M· send , ~nd. In lbec:t~ 

of Jodi Mn<J Keitel .• honly bt:fore thell exec ulion for 

war "line... 
Each c h;.~"," is pre f xed hy 3 bnd blogr:.phy of I he 

officer whose "'Ie,vkw follnws. emphaSIZIng Ihe pr<.>
fe .. io,,~1 lic"elupmenl ... hoeh led up to hi, rule In 

W11chl 11m Rh.!",. follov .. ed by h'$II<."COIInl To caffY 001 

Iheir lask. the AmerICan Interv.ewe •• Generally fol_ 
lowed B 't"ndard framewor~ 1ft appl'OOlCh,ng their sub· 
JCCIt. aS~ln, whelher exh army n:onducted II. ~lIock 

diffe",nlly and "'hy. how well prcl"'n.'d they felt II",,, 
formall"ns were, and how c:OI.'hJudged 1he e":m","" for 
SllC~U. Not surprISIngly. each army commander re
sp<HKled dlfferem ly 

FO! c , .mpic. DIetrich·, ~lIad. "hlch was 10 be Ihe 

offe nSIve·, "",in effon. wa~ «ondUCled w"h a leni!1hy 
prepar,1I01y !>a,nCe. whic h hoth Mameuffcl and 
H"',Kicnburger e.<e:he",~-d because lhey ("II 11 would 

nU llify II", advantage of ''''p, isc and wa,le !!Caree 

aniliery :>nll"unilion. WhIle tlKo latter's armle< '"'''' 
able to make qUICk inilial gal M "ga,n!>1 unprepared 
Ame'iean lroop •• l)ielrieh·. divls,on.l had 10 fight hald 

~fOfe lbey wen: firtally able 10 break thmugh.lostng 
Pf"'C;OIIS lime ill lhe process. Annoher umarkablc fca
lure of the banle ~,<>"',""nled on "'''''" 'edly ,,·as Ihe 
nearly total lack o f cooperation ~t"~cn Ih" anocklng 
~rmic$, whIch coold malnlam ",.Iy poOr rad,owmmu· 



mcalior,~ ",,(ier d,ffocuh we']lhe, H'od lerra,n eontli· 

tion~ 

D,emeh, wlto:> forst co",,,,anded l'Inler' s S5 buoJy· 
guard. ~'Q"IC$ ""ro~ a. nn honest l1I~n. yel "lie who tHid 

cle~,ly beell prOrnQled b.:yond h,~ lOlo,I'ly. Hi, :oo:counl 
,Ulm"~les h,S averslQO IU dcla,l, "nee he w;u u(tCII 

unable to "'''Ie",I .. " specifIC e~nlS, Thi., fai ling, com 
,""moo or, oJ"ron8 lhe w.lr by OIher l" l:h.rankonll. Ger· 
",,,n offocers. uplains why O KW "'ppro"ed ~nd;"1: 
I( rSmer. a compele nl \:croeral,slaff 1r:1Hle<1 orr-ICC'. r rom 

the Amw IU Ihe \V"JJ~"'SS 10 serve as Diclrieh 's c h,~f 
of SI,lff. In oo"'pa"~ 10 his comnllHtdcr. I( r.lmer 
( .... ·u"'. cle.lrly on de'a,ts and sp:<:ifocs and fleshes 0111 
O,elnch ', ace",,"1 Wh,1e ~ learns "tile IIC'" from 

D,. I,;e". the ,caderd~s gam amu~i"!l '''''Sllls ,nto his 
JlCr<onalny, as when he i,od,snamly complaln~ to I", 
,nlerv\Cwer th,.1 Amencan fighler bomb .. ;", . .. hieh 

hafllss..~l h .. Marf e.lr. "don ' t disl in!:ui,h het'" <'Cn xcn· 
eml' and an yone else" 

While ekmcflts of M~nleuffel' . IIC<.VI,,'t of lhe 

Fift l> p.~n'<Cr Army's opel"3ll"'" .... ,,' ~n u5t'd ebe· 
... hc;re, that of Br~ndctlb"'ge,. w~ anny protcetc,l 

IIIl: offenSIve's "u lncrabk; left ftan~, I ~ the. n",,1 d<,. ... 

talted and in~ll:hlrul. A general·>laff lruinoo nHlliary 
hiSlur,an. 1ir:lOdenbutger ~ ..-rlllcn an oc(oum tl!;tt 

could .tand as a model of bitll II: analy~IS. Il luSlrJllnl: Ills 

masterful gr~.p uf opemtlOIlal concept'. IlICt lCa l on· 
"ghl . and , abo, .. all, a sense o( n:allly on v.suahz,ng 

whal he hehevw was ~lIa,"ablc;1l conlrasllO Iittier's 

g"lndiose schcme In:ol c"vi~loned ma~hmg on Ani wcrl' 
and splitting II", Angla-Amencan coohl ;on. 

Jodi and Kenel's narr;ltives highlithllhe Wle '" of 
CVcnt~ from OK W'S pe"I)t..'C!;'·" and Il'fleet an HlnM"t 
surreal p<:rcCpl iOll of the condillons ;'llh" fronl and Ihe 

capab,lil ies 11OfM\~ by , ... units ,nvol ,·ed. " 'h",h In 

no way re.oembled ,heir aclual f,th"llg potenlial By 

11m POInt of lhe "'"'. divIS,ons. even ehle 5S ''''''-'. "ell' 
he,ng filled w;l h half.tmincd recruil .•• uilors. and 
a.nTlctl_ MOSI ,mporunlly ,Ihey l-.,ked the eltpt:fH!n",;d 

mld·grade offICers Knd oon-comml5$ioned umrer<!IO 

nece.sary for Ihc efficlenl OperutlonS of ""y a, my. 
Wink .o;ec;lIl1ngly large ,,,,d " 'ell equipped. thto 

Ihree armll:5c"",,",n for Opemllon Wnt"luum R/u,u,had 

1.lIle In commu" w,lh the :umie~ t/):,I had <lormed 
Ihruugh the :;arne fore,1 ill May 19~U. The fact Ihm 
Hiller and OK W did no! fully Sr:tsp Ihto f""tlhal the 

lV .. hrmoclu. by I)ea;mber 1944. no lungcr funtlloned 

:w 

effecli~cty bl Ihe unil level wa. to have an :ldverw 

impacl as the offensi ... un(olded. Th .. tTIOIkes fI all the 
more; am3Z,ng thalthto C.e, mJns adwanccd a. r". 3' they ,,' 

n..: IJOOl. '~rounded out hy Rlumenlntl 'S a»",.,· 
"lCnl of whal he fell would h~'e been aclu;olly reqUIred 

loac; hie"c Hil lcr' 5 goals. Not s.urpr'''''gly, lliumenlriU. 
another offICer of lhe Cern,a" General Staff. bdic"~'( 1 

H,tler's offen .ive stood ~Iulely no eh~.1CC of s~ · 

cess. unk" lhe plan was simplified and allocaled mon: 
(ombitl puwc •• p"mcularly in Ihe nlJ l11her of pan te , 

d,,·i.io,,§. whIch he; relt " '(,,, inack:'luale. 

Wh,Le lhe book i, ,1'0" on m.:aps and in """eral 
InSlane"" fa, b 10 prowode cOl1t .... l- a shoncOOl lng cUl11-
puuo"led by the poor Ir.;nslalinn o( eert ~ln tenn' and 
phr:t5es u..rd in Ihe ori,lnal reportS-P., l e, ove .... 11 
lias "",,'CCC<kd admllabJy on making awallable the 

thought!; and molleetion~ o ( lhe Ilnlllt of the Butge' s 
~ey Ge,man le~IIe,". Th •• ,s a useful w<),k. By placing 

pnm:,,)" Source m.:atenal inlo 11K: hattd. of hiSlorians 

,,110 can then Il'.lt;h their own concluslQOS aboul one of 
hlMOI"y'S gre,!lC~1 "anle." I'M~er has performed ~ ..rr· 

"ce which will h'lJlCfully be Imitatoo by Olhe,S. 

U C"L DoUSUlS £. N,,)h ... lire deputy v·j offiu, '" 
Heurlq"arr~rJ. VCU'I"', '" Heidcllx:rJ/. Or,ma"y.lI .. 
arrrde "'The FOfgOl ten Soldier: Yn"'m •• .'rJ " tJPp<'arrd 
In 'he S~mme, 1997 in," "I A'my HlloIOI"y 

Book Jh!wic,,' 

b~' Kalhryn SM nkk 

the Vit;'IJ"": liin nh ,,"'u ",,,ll1is Hays .. The M~" nf 
lI'aritt War 11 
by Slepbfn £. A",b~ 
Sinton & Sch ll~ tcr. 1998, J% 1'1' .. $28.00. 

Slephen E. Ambrose 15 the wd l·btU,,'n hlslonan 
and author of m.:any worb. In hIS new bool. The 

VIr"', ... F-iu"IIowtr and Hi., Ha)'J. n,~ Mn, ofWmld 
Wur II. lie co~e"" lhe la'i year of the European The," cr 
olOpcrat""'. from D-o..y al NOflnandy 10 V·E o...y A 
I'CI(.looght c~pen on Wor ld W.lr II. Ambrosccornp,led 
h, ~ siory dmw;"8 from tleven of hi, pre vIous work- 10 

c..,alc Ihi.' ..:count of how Ihe baliles wetee> ""r,c' leed 

by members of "a""'L' undS .. hlch j;C,..,-.:<llhere 



Much of 100 m~len31 IS gleancd frolll his Cill:t'n 
SoId,trs and ei.,',nlw .. ·t, llIc lallcr won. is known a, 

""" of lhe g.ealesl wmh 011 ho,,' General DWlghl 0 
Eiscnhuw(r fought the war. Ambrose include.' 

ok<cnp"<)oll~ of individual oonle, nllil aCIS of courage 
and wffe"ng from his "'orl.l'tROS~1 Hrid8~. where hi! 
",Ial<:tl how a okl3Ch,nenl of British aViation troops 
~,Otmed nc .. "'~n IkfcnS<' fotCc:s and paved lhe way fOf 
In.;, A lhed Invalion n, Nonllandy From Ikl,ui rtI8m/h· 
tr$ Ambrose draw' ,he story of the U.S. nnc comp'''" y 
In the S06"' Parachute Infantry Regiment whICh foughl 

from Ut~h Keach on6Junc 1944.,hrough lhe Banleof 
(he [Iulge. (I) Hiller'. uWn " i!agle's Nc,(" in Germany 

allhe end of hi, war. 

An,bl'O>1C' discusSt's Ei""nhowcr' s prep3rnllOll and 
pian"",! for D-o...y, 0,"""" HClICh, f'oln!Wu· Hcoo:. 

IIIe Hrlllsh and Canadian Bc3Chcs. the ""dgerows. 
break()(J'3nd por<uil. IhcGcnnan border. Me!>, A""hcn. 
Ihe H urcgen fores,. 1lK= H~nle orthe. Bulge. Rhmela'kl. 

(j\'crrunn"'g Gc:rID3ny. and tile GI. P"vates ,,,,,at of 
,""i, admlr.mOll for Gene",1 Eisenho"'er and the" 
0" g"'31 ,,,'n..:on,,nISSloned oflice,." who Were quall
rled jumper.. n.ey II.lk about tile changing command
~-.s of the,r units. and how lhey were Inlncd. SoldICQ 
Iell SlOl"lnaboutcverylhlng from movIng barbed wire 

10 "apJ'lffll'''''''nc'' sopphes. 
Amh«»e tell s a humun ~(ory thaI bnng.lhe l"'.ItlO 

lhe ", ... lcr'~ pn:~nl. One vign<:Ue relates \O :IIl Allleri
C:lll soldier "ho d",,,, a SW'of Ilavid ~nd ""The Bron~, 
New yOft. .. on lhe back of hi . field jxl el, "" " I hi ler 
woolll k"ow "'ho he wa •. " We. b.rn nboul II,"cl~>('I\

year·old 1" '1. Ho,,,ld B:lumganen. CO"'l"'ny B. 11(1" 
Inr",~ry. "howas wounded r,,·., t""e$&Omaha Rcoot.:h. 
but survin:d to bKome a physici ..... Baumgartc:n wa.\ 

proud to dcdi~"le a monumem In 100 2~ Infanlry 
Div"ion In V,ervine. Fr~nre, on 17 Seplember 1988, 

An""" kolll.nics and troop,; boIh proved \0 he !>tiP<'
nor \0 those "flheGerman Anny '" 1945, A captured 
Gcrrmn officer IS q\K>loo ~yinJ;_ "we had nevcl !ll.'en 
how ~ !leh man ma~e~ w"r herore ," The U.S. Ar",y in 
Europe (ocu'iCd ils rOOUICeS On wlI,"in, the baule on 
lhe ground In foxholC.!. II> "II " 'eather. and in lhe .ir on 
the clear ,lay.l. 

Ambrose ' I","h 10 us III Ihe ~O,Ct!.Ij of lIIany um""g 
veterQII" ill Ihis work , He ",fers 10 ""erviews and 

memoir< of Ov~r 1400 vCI~ ... ns. u~ing oral hiSiOfies 
C( .. ",,,,'Cd In both govcmmem and provatc:arch,Ve5. h, 
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this boo!. a hrol.d n,nge of soldIer. frolll fj,'c ~Iar 

b",,,,,rals 10 pnvalc' rd.'1:) lhe SIOf)' oflhe 13>1 )'(:01' of 

WOIki War II_ "'hen AII.oo IroupS pushed thc('te.m .... 
llllrd Reich oul of France Qnd dC.>troyed the NU'.I 

regime on roe",,"ny. Ambrose hop"$ lhat n:ader~" HI 
see in lhese e''enl~ 100 triomph of dc,lktcr.tCy over 
totalnar.atlosm 

K",h1'Y" ShMU~ is u hiw(J1'io" (It lIeadquurl".,. US 
Ar ... y M<llui,,1 Co", ... ", .. !. She '0"111 /I hill"';"" 1II 

A,lmB"''' NotiOllol C"nN!luy"un! /989- 19'17 

800k RHit'" 
by "tir B. Ste rling 

Sisr,r/,D<>d "I Sf'iu: Tilt W"m~" "I Ih~ OSS 
I.>y Elizabeth .... I\Icl III<»h 

NavQII II~t itu tc l'l'ff$. 1':I'Jlt. 2114 III' .. $29.95. 

TheOffKeofthc:Cooodin.,toro(lnformJI"'It (COI). 
wh ic h Inler evoh'ed 1010 Ihe omcc "f Stralegic Scr
"IceS (OSS). was ~ k:bocndary and highly cOll'rovtr~,al 

inle II i~nce agency ""hICh made maJ'Ol' WIll" but lOfl ~ (0 
,heAllicdwardfonhctwecn 194 1 and 1 94.~. A .,.,rmd

crllblc """,ber of boob h,,-e Ioco.:n pubhshe<l O'"r 1100., 
yC~I ~ conceming Ihis Ht:"nCY- 3IKC.'lor of 1m. CIA
and il.\ direclor. Maj . Ge" WIlham " WIld 8ill" 
Donn.'.n. a charismatic corf'O'1'le attorney ,,1\0 had 
e.ame<l tile Medal ur 1I000or as ~n ",fantl)' baltah"" 

cun""nlldtr dOling \Vorlrl War L This, however. " the 
fiDI book 10 focu~ on the four Ihws.,nd wumen " 'ho 
tnade up neilfly 20 P<'n:enl of the ()SS' s 2 I ,642 Wolr_ 
tillle OjI(,,,tl\·es. 

Snme of these wOlllen .ct vet! III Anny (WAC) 
Uniforms, othe", w,th (he Navy, A m:l.lOnly " 'en: 
clYllians wonang in four of lhe KVen OSS br~nche..s
Resea,eh and Analys's (R&A). m;odc up of the uId 
cor: S«ret I lltelh~ence (51): {;ou",,,r In( elhscnc" 
{X-21: lInd Morale Ope",t ions (MO) The la" or (heSt' 

bf:lnc hI!s '" '" priman Iy co",,;crn«lwi til d "i n r onr~Itron 
Very fcw " '<::>men were lllvo1vcv in the ,,·or~ of thl! 
oIhc:r IhIN hmllcoo--.5peclal Openlllons (SO). lhe 
Operallons G roup (00 I. and the M~t i,;me Unit (MU), 
e3Ch of which undertOOk vanouS forms of ... boIaS<' 

llIc llUlhor. ""nelf a vetcr~n of OSS "Ofk in 
Rurm:l and Chin~ who laler se"eel with (lie C lt\. hH.\ 



!>a~ her book l'n in'crvicw~ with 12t1 OSS and CIA 
VetHan~ and with variw) I\i~tl'"ans arid Other ~hol

ars . Many of (he wa,hllle opera(,ves Cl'ntlnue [0 be 

relatively 3tlOflyll1OUli, h~ving. in Donovan') word~ 
·')PC'" .hen war years bt:h,rId de.:.b 300 films case. In 
Wa,hlnSll'n. in.·,slblc flprOil ",inK.' of an orllJntZiU ion 

",hleh 1000000hed every Ihealer l'f lhe W;If·· (p. II) 
Rill lhere .. ·ere OIMrs who achicwd a l1IeaSu~ of 

OOIonely, u>cludinl: Cte<:h.born I~w school gs;>du:ue 

Baro;ml I...:o" ... ·c,'-. a "lUlhltnllllOl.l WAC pt;va(c. 300 

lalcr a calKam. "·00 won the Brona St:II hy arranging 

(I ", ) IIrrc'Kk:r l'f 600 CzechS" hu had t~n fl'rced to 
"''''c Ihto Germans. Ocher well. known women OSS 
""'"Ib.,,~ ",elude Julia McWIlliams. woo " ·OIled for a 
lu"c .... , lhe developmcnl of a ,ha,l repellent for 

do .. Md airmen "",) 1" ,,,, b«ame TV cook J uh" Child. 
and A hnc Gri ffI th. a young colleg~ gmduale and fasll. 

Ion ,oodel from Pearl River. New Yu' k. whomarned a 
Sp':ln15h nobleman fullnwlng wafllme OSS .servICC in 
Sp:"n As the well -kno .. ·" aulhor Aline. Cl)I.ln'css of 
Romaoolles, shto has publi,hcd scvcr;IIIICCOUntS about 

ller somcllmes harruw ;rtg wanime expenences. Min
ne.soIa.\Io1I1 Amy Eh zabeth Thorpe. a Fn=IICh'.'f"'ak. 
illS graduate l'f tile Sorbonne. fiISl OOcallV: tile .. ell

known agent "CynlhiaM 

.. h, k: in tile Ilnllsll ~rv""". 

Among her many accomphshments. ·"Cy"lhla- m.:ln· 

~gcd to purlom mu.cb · tIeI.:<led "'c"" code.< from a ~fe 
on the VI, by f rench embassy III Wa.<hlngton wilh Ihe 
aid nr her Fn=n"h Im·er. whom ~1Ie laler ma'lieU 
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Mel nlo.<h mal;e~ II dear l!>at I hesc a,Kl OIher womcn. 
"mil! of whl'm had ~ucce"lful Jln::war C3r«rs. gave 

out.'olanding .service .. ·hile completmg dangerou~ 1111" 
~1UIl5 in v.;uil)l.l) pan . orthe 151 • . Many had lived and 

been nluc;~.cd ~broacl. NOla few made pcnonal1iXn 

r ... -.;..s III OI~r 10 ~~. and I...,i , pc!">Onal loVe! "ere 
of1en IUtnulluUll~. $""", women soughl a "h,,,,g~ of 

pace from Ih':lrhuloorum peXCII""" pun",i", bul n!.loy 

. tqlJled forward OUt of a ~1")fl1S ilcs"" tn SC~ (he" 
Cl)I.lnl!),. ~bny uf lhe" prewar m:am&ie~ did not ~ur· 

V"l' ,'''' co"nlCl (>Iller operallv"" met lheir futu~ 

5pousc.s durillS (he .. ar. Many mo-lhcrA vnlum~nng 

for servICe abrood ... nh lhe OSS ... ere obliged Il' I" .. ,.: 
young ch,ld",,, bchmd In the care of ",he .. ~od laIC' 

had ","<'asi"" 10 Il'grct this decisoun A """,be. l'f ,""m 
c:urted hlgb mlhlary or ciVIl;"" de<:Of1Itions fur '),.,If 

w;>Mime work, nntl some conlinue<.i in gnvernn>enl 
scn;e<; wil h the <.:JA or olhe. fcd~r~ 1 agencies aftu ,be 
war. 

t.kl nl<»h'~ f .... ·paced ... ·ell -,,·ri.ten book "a Il'oad 

able lIoo worlhy contnbution to the gTOwing body of 

oss hlcratull', and I recommend II highly. 

Dr. K~;r S,,,,/inl/ un"Cdfor fif"'~o y",. T$ u.· Ih~ U.S 
Ar"'yordNlnu branch hi~wrUnr.. He is nO'" rite Co", · 
bjow .... ,.,.,~ Sup/NNr Commat1d hIS/anon 01 Fml 1..«. 
Va. H,s pape'.m lhe "-OTt of Am~"("<l" g.'''gllipJ'n~ 

III "" 'mrli",~ oss Ilppe,,",1 in nil.: u .s . Army and 

World W31I1: s..-1c..:ICll l>ap"r~ (.·MII. 1m) 


