
In This Issue 

4 Burma Memoirs and the 
Reality of war 

14 Corporal Freddie Stowers 
An Appointment with 
Eternity on Hill 188 

Winter 2003 
P8 20-03-1 (No. 57) 

Washington. D.C. 

2 News Notes I 3 Chief's Corner 121 Letters to the Editor I 25 Book Reviews 



By Ordtr ofth e Se.:reraryoflhc Am,y' 

ERIC K. SHINSEKl 
Geller.I, United States Army 
Chief nf S'aff 

Official : 

t::1~Dfo-N""l. -) 
Adm;Jlisrrar;v~ A"i".nl In thc 
Se<:rer~ry of the Army 

Chid of M ilirary History 
liri);- Gen.John S. Brown 

l\hmj,";"g Editor 
Ch.,lcs Hendricks, Ph.D. 

The U.S. Army Cemer of Military History IKlhlisl"", A,.",y 
HUll») (pB-20-03-1) for the profe .. ionol ,b"c~~"'lCllt of 
Army hi$ronans. Comspoodeoce shou!d be addressed III 
M.lI.lging Editor. Army HUlory. U.S. Army CClltcr of 
J\'lilirary History, 103 Third A,,,,., ForI Lolcy J. t>.IcN.ir, 
D.C. 20319-5058. or ",m by e-m.il to rhm/4.h""IrUI~ 
hqdn.army.",if. Th<= opiJlion~ ""p~ i" this p<ll~ication 
:m: !hose of the authors, nor the Dcp:ortmcnl ofOcfe"", or 
its constituem elements. A,.",y Hi>lory', "'lIIlelll, .I .. IKII 
ne«ssarily refleer off,cio! Army p""ilioll' an.1 ,~, 110' 

superoede info"""I;'", ;11 lI,her .. ffi,, ;.1 Anlly poblit",t;"", 
Of Army regulations. This l>uiIelin is 'I'I",,,,,-~I for .. ffiL;ol 
dissemin~tjoo of malcrio.l <k.igned to kct:p ;"J;vidu.i, 
within rhe Army knowledgeable of de\",Iq"""nts in Army 
history and thereby enhatKe their prof=ionol <k,,,,k>p-
men!. The Department of the Army .pprO">-ed the u" of 
funds for printing this publiGtion on 7 September 1983. 
I'o<ra~ has b«n paid ~t Washington. D.C. 

2 Army HiltoryWimer 2003 

NEWS NOTES 

Center's Home D edicaled as CoUim Hall 

On 11 ~cember 2002. Brig. Gen. John S. Brown. the 
chief of military history. dedicated Building 35 at pon 
McNair, I).C., which has .. n·ed '$ the Army Cenrer of 
Mili~."y History'. permanent home .in,.., September 19')8, 
.. C .. lli", H .II ill h .. m" uf 'he ,"tc !lrig. Gcn. J"mc. 
Lawh~1 Collill', Jr. (Novemhcr 1917-t>.h y 2002), who 
,",rvcd as chief of mililary l,i,lory fmm 1970 to 19R2. 
Genera! Colli",'. widow. Yol.ndc de M.uthlll Collill,. ,,,,I 
other members of Gener.1 Cnllin,s f"oily Were IIt,II,,'.11 
gues .. at the ceremony. 

Army Bre.ks Ground ror 
J-Ieritag~ and Education Center 

SL1:rcl>ry .. f thc A<llly Thorn" White ,,,d ~c,,",or 

Arlen Spect01 p'csided at . j,'1lllllllllm,.ki,,1:' "cremo"y <HI 1 R 
November 2002 that formilly in itiated the co""",,cli,," IIf a 
new U.s Army Heritage and Educotion Center al Cadis!e 
Ii:trr.lcks. Pcnn!Jlvania. 'Ibe center ",ill provide ne", quar
lcrs f,,, Ihe U.S. Anny Milit"ry Hi , tury Instirule ""d wiU 
hou,", the new Art"y Hcr;I,!:e t>.1"'clllll, 010111:' with '"1'1>0" 
and • ..-]"col;oll.1 "lid ,dllli";,,,:,,;,·c ("";I;t;cs_ '1'1,.. Army 
Ilerit.g. Mu .. um i. d ... igncd 10 colllple111elll I he Nalill".1 
!\Ju .. um of the United St.te. Army planned for rml 
Belvoir. Virginia. The Slllt. of Pcnmy! .... nia provided SIO 
million for the center, and Cumberland County dooated the 
fif'y-. i, .crCII on which it will]x, located. 

JFQ Publishes Es~ay hy General Brown 

-rkfellt1illl: Ihe Hmndmd: A" Hi"'lf;'''! P""p<" .. i,"C,
all .rtide by Brig. Gen. John S. Brown. the chief of mili .. ,)' 
hi"orr, .ppe.red III the Summer 2002 issue of1Q;1II Foru 
Quamrly. The mide mar be found on pa~! 10-16 of that 
i5Suc or 00 ,he "",b a, 1J//p:II'oYWW."tir.miV"ott,;~,Ij,V 

jf7 puh<10531 pdf 

Upcoming Military History Conferences 

The flep.,llIle1" "fHi"",y.' ,\101].';'" SI"'e Uni"er>ily 
;n B •. ltimore. Ma,yland. will 'pon""r ~ conference on Afri
c~o Americ~ns in the Kore~o War. It will be held at the 
un;,,,,,,i!), on 16- 19 April 2003 .nd will fe"",,, pmc1 
.. "" i",,<. reb .. ,.! .",hihi", .t 'h" Llni\"cn;;ty;, new J'lIle. F.. 
Lewi. Art M",",u", .• nd ceremonies honoring Korean \Var 
,'eteran •. Further information and poims of Conlllcr are 
availoblc on the "",b at 611p:llwww.ar ... y.miVrmh-pglrif ...... 
,nrdK OlYai morgn mftlulro>!{. h'm. 
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The Chief's Comer 

T he Cemer of Miliwy History roLkd through the 
filiI quaner of FY03 wilh ample actiy,!), .n all our 
'"~.i''' ~,.,.. uf c,J<k.I.ro,. With 1'ftJ'«1 to o/T,coaJ 

hi"",;",., II", chief hi.IUf;.II. Dr, ]dfroy Cb.lle, led a ,",ew 
p.nel Ihal ( ..... m.blr c .... lu. ,a! Dr. Andn:w Di.,lc'l draft of 
' he >o .. ""d .".1 c<>nduding volume of hi •• tudy of 
""1Il1C""'''r,.,'C''<~r .",1 I"", · intensity-con/hel doctnnc, and 
Dr. lI ir!!e ;, well ""dc. WAy ",aking the revisions the panel 
I'tCQrnme"dcd. I)" C,."h,"1 C"Mm', ,,<>W wi,h 'he Jflim 
!-l istory OAicc, is also makin!: I:'x,,1 I"''!:IU' wi,h Ihe 
revisions n:quin:d for volume one of .nother Iw" ' v"I""'1: 
work on dIe hillory of the Mili .. '}' A .. iot.,...., ell",,,,.,,,!. 
Victn.1m, Mc:mwhilc. Dr. Birtle and Dr. Dlvid Hog:m, 
"'"1><.~'t;""lr. completed 'he upd.t .. and revision, n«<kd 10 
l"qr.uc lweI ]Kcviouily published WOIks. Tbt Snt.ttJltll Map 
of the A""y and 'I'IN Story '!! lIN NOII<I>mmwilmd Off"" 
Cmps. (ur "" ...... lCe and forwarded lhe revioed IO:XI~ 10 

J>n~l"",i"" s.,.vi"", CPS). Work progresoed. u well, wilh lhe 
",,,",,,IU,,!,: I>f Ihe Cemer's comprehensi~ lUI. A",,,;rdN 
M d'/II,] HI/lory, Ihe mOst recem edil;on of which 1ppt"~red 
ill 1989. Fin ~lly, Dr. Richard St.war!. Ihe chief of the 
11,,10"<:$ DLv,s;on. wrole and worked with rs to com p1et~ 

Ihe pubhcallOn of a pamphlet entitled TM UII;ltol Slain 
Army ,n Somo"~.1'I92-J991. This pamphlel wu dimibuled 
an the tenth mni'·em.ry of lhe star! of Opt"tlliOfl Ib.sTou 
1 lot'!!, the relief ~r.ttion in Somalia. 

TIle II~tones DMiion alsocoorinued to ~ suppon 
'0 ,he Army leadership by producing shon papers on Anny 
<2OU2lty rq"lOmng during IDe: Vi~lnam \~, IDe: JiliIOl')' of 
U.S. military justice tnd IDe: 1undlintI of .... my pri~f$ of 
W2t. modern ronungency operations. IDe: slZC and SUC(t;» of 
U.S. omapahOll fOfCft. dIe "deproc=ing" and "dc-comprcw 
mg" of U.S. sokLers afler COfllNI. civil affairs opc:r.ttiont: 
during an omap:llion, and a wriety of Olher topics in suppon 
of pbnning fOr Opt"r::IUon END1.J1IJ.'i(; F"':U.>OM. The~ sNd
ies were well receivW by kc). plan~rs and d«ision makers on 
lhe Army Snff and in the $«",.w,. 

John S. Brown 

".., 0r3I I lislOly Acuvity I>f llle 11"tUlic; ]);.."0' 
"'1~K"tct! II", I ..... ".i'i"" t:nlt Ii .... .., ... (' ... ~..,...I K""" " I~ IlJT1>D 
"""",na! ctJLI"ma'KI "f .he: A,,"y T",in;n" .",1 Doctrine: 
C""nn. ,KI. TI", ...... i,.;'y i100 "'K"l'lclc~1 Ih" IntervM:wo f"r 
o,., .. ~'i, .. , NORI $, EACt.r.-tl", lI.S. AIIIIY ""I"""" ,,, 'h" 
\1111 .",..,k:<. It, nex' ""';'" ;11, will I", w",kill!:" wi,h 'he 
Dill"" uf Ihe Chief or s, . 1T or ,he A.my II> ident;(y . nr.! 
i"lervicw", "'""y key 1"'''''''"0.:1 ". I~"",;hk Will. kn'lWk.I)..'C 
nf Ihe "~;'H'" ''''''''pli,lled hy Ge"","l E,i..: K. Shin",ki 
riming hi. I~"fI"n: in ,h:II "flkr.. '[1,CI1C inte""';"'......" will he ,,~,l l 

unr.kr way ocfore CCOCf"dl 5hin!ll:ki·, fl;tlrenl<!nt ,hi. ""mmcr. 
Will. n:spcct 10 lhe Fidd l'n>j.,..,...,n, a",1 Hisrori",,1 

!W:tv>OeS Dn.....,.,. Dr. Robert K. \'Vnght,}r •• a rustonan who 
wocted at the Cmt ... and ".the Army f~1d hislOl')' ptogrml 

for I..",tty-eight yt:lI"'. II""," ttCClluy as chkf of the Ce",er'. 
l iisloriool R~ BI"1JlCh, relirt-d OIl I <X100ct. As tTWI). 

of you know. Bob w:as OUt ~.dcnl apt"rt on the coIoniil 
period. lhe autlMw of 1M (411I,.ull'..J At",! in ,he Arm}· 
Lineage series • ..oo coauthor of SdJir.--S,ultl"'", '.11M (411-
#;1"';011. II. also se,..-cd as 1 hi~rorian in uniform. fM a 
number of )1:m as commandc.of,he 116tb i'olilitary History 
DeTachment of tb. Virginia Army Notionil Guard. and. he 
provided hisloriC1U c~rage of Amly opt"r>liOIlS in P~nallla. 
Kuwait, ~nd Som.uia. He pl.ns 10 enjo)· his well~uned 
reTirement on the sunny beachei of Florida. Another member 
of The ! iis.orical Resources Branch, John McGl"\Ilh. kft the 
Center in December to join tM $t~ of" lhe ComNt Studiei 
InstiTUte at Fort Lc:a,,,nwonlr..lle will still be wodcing within 
the Army hisiorical program. of course. 

n..: FotCI: SI""'t"", and Un" II ,s.ory Bl"\IlICh coot;n 
ued 10 adJ,,,.. ;""cs ,d:lling 10 A""y 1 .. ~, .. f ... ",.ti(J". TI", 
2.1 An"ored Ca,...]ry " currently rrorgrt"'-';,'II ,..011" of II", 
nexl Stryker br~. Unlike the ~rlier Slryker brIW'dr:s. 
the 2d will ,et.;n. regi"",,,t..! organi""I;o" hut ;,,,,,,,por.,c 
"ew STruCt"res w,thi" ;,. "l"ad",,,s. Conse'!""",ly. ,I "'"'' 
undergo . ,,"IOre ""te".;,·" i",e,."al tr.",fu,,,,,,i,,n lh., w,ll 
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R r.ad tOKc/her, the two accounts prlJVide a comp/rffltnlflry picture of 
what Tolstoy, in ont 0/ his 'Wllr Jloriu, reftrs to as the "man()(!uvres deviud 

by great generals· alld "the realily of war, (he actual killing. ' 

St':Inley L. Falk 



Burma Memoirs and the 
Reality of War 

• 
n J ",ernt ,rudy of soldiers' rerol1e<:!ions of 

upenCI>I:C of -.. Samuel H~-ncs ex
~ pI, •• " tlut thl: '",ility" of this personal tcsti

mony provides a deeper undemanding of 
'whar war 'sli". and how ir/ms" than can he 

found IOkly in "history and its numbo:rs .... 
Otl"" ;1111> Via,,? IUld Q"""tmI Sgft Out H£T<, ,he 

IMmoirs by Willi;un Slim ind Georp,e r.hd),,,,~kl F,...""r, 
aneot to Ihe accu'""r of ,his assemon.' TI,ey Uc>crihc ,hei. 
authOr!' participation in the biner Worl,[ W.,. II .tm~l c Ii" 
Burma, offering msiglm into ,he events they ""1!Cficn,,,,1 
in<! me people they encountered. They arC a fOfIn of 
WbjcCIM history, but unlilw: most hii1n,y, WTincn in the 
thin,I person, they proYide a fn'I!-pen<ln link w;th .he JUSI, 
With • link inugirurion, we c:an ~ ou~I,'CS in the 
.ulhors' placn and ...,~r ,i<;-uiou5ly inlo their tn= TIm 
<haml ""p,:ricrKe enrures U5 • dosu and ITIOfe vivid rda· 
,ioo .. hil' with wI", look pI""" in Burma half a crntury ago 
,h ... ""y ,hird-I"'!'$(ln history or "'PO" could ~r afford. 

W,;", all(I cnlighr.oM by m. d~rent ptrspcaives of Ihe 
h>v .uthon: Slim, m.: army wmmande., roocemed primarily 
wilh ",IK: big pi.ctun:"; Frue., ~ riflcmm in an infonU)' pLIlOOfl, 
runttmcd prirn>rily with stoying:iliYe, There was, fwtbcrmoa, 
~ runoiIlc:r.oblc: di~ in !hrir ages. Slim (l891-l91O) was 
II. """" 50 when the wn with J>JWl btgan; Fraser (1925-), i 
)UI"~ man ,.19 when he enliSled a few year! later, Both, 
howe""" 1 ... 1 tim" to reAm on their cxpcrientt. Slim wro«: IUs 
memoir in 1':155, ... llL~' he ""1 """.Iy 65,:and Frue. ~ 
hi. more 'h~" 35 }""Tll ,ftc. th>1, when he was almost 70. In 
<"MOh l"":' the nk!c. m"n Iookall».ck al his younger sdf and 
rdlectecL jlK~'cd, . nd pt:rh.ps finilly undentood his long-past 
""".:ric""", As F.-:r <I()ta, thoughts Wt he had been too 
o::u:ir...L h"rrial, or prmcrupicd to consider at the 1"'11:, 

ucrum:d "natunlly" to him 1Wf. c:cnrury laler,' 
n,e "",,, .... ,ing pt~~ th~1 Slim and Frase, offer 

= IPfWC'" even in the tid .. they pvc th.ir memolfS, 

By Sta nley l. Falk 

Sli , n'~ D.l'~1 j~/o y;,lo,y. ch"I1Ict<:ri!tic~lIy direct and un"S
~"mi"g-->,,,I origin.Uy published wilhout the exl)!an. tory 
.u]l1i,1c of the ncw p.petb:lck edi tion-is simply I Ie..., 
.",,,,,,ary of the emin: t~ and one-hill" yn' ca"'l""i~" . 
F",iICf" Qwzrurrtl Sal' OKlllrrr reflects a more lil ..... ry h.:tlt. 
It focu!i<."lon a specif", fl.Ied r«O~lion 001 of the """y he 
retaioM: what h. describes al h .. "I"""g ;ml''''''ic,n , , , 
(Of thirst" while $logging lltl"OlS ,h. hOI, dry ""1"nll<.' of 
lIu.",£, central plain, trying ..... inly 00' '0 ."'p'y hil wott. 
bonlt, while one of his f.llow rifl~m<:" k>ud ly ,,--.;;Ied Ihe 
opening linC$ of Kip~ng'l Cu~f,~ lJi~: 

You m~y talk 0' gin and h«r 
When you're QUitllered safe oul I. ... "" 
A,,' yo"',,, ocnt to penny fights an' Ald<:rsOOI II. 
But when it rom .. to sbughler 
You will 0.\" YOU' work on wuer, 
A" }'Milllid, Ihe bloomin' boots of 'im that', gol ii,' 

TI'e W >T in lIunn. wu a long, difflWll. compl"", ."d 
bincr ~1"'~Io.:: ;nlcn...-, ferocious, and COnduCled un,dc, Ihe 
nI<»'l i'''''''''MJO ,n,1 dcbilir.niog conditions.' It ... .s fought by 
"II:" of a v:uicty of D<:<:O, colors, and creeds, all mixed tOS"t1I1:' 
in • poll..-rnb/; milil'>'1 Il"ill, There Wl:re the opflO6ing 
Japo'-.= .. ,,1 Brifuh, "-' be ""re, bu. then: Wl:re also lod'a/l$ 
and Buntl<Sc, WIH' 'JUgh. on boI:h sides, while the nri,,~h 
~ included ""'" tnHn Engu.nd, Scotbnd, and Wales. 
,ubm~'Ked wIthin ,. 111ullicthn;c majority of Indians, NcpalC$(: 
Gurkh .. , lI,d black Afri,o" •. AII(I fighting in Bunn., l\Or

l11a1ly und..-r '..-par>le ""TI",ontl, wen: Chin ..... and Amer;
cani, :UOTl!; ... ilh Bri,i.h, AmtriCllO, Australian . • nd Cln.(!;~" 
ai.",,,n. And all of the...- Wl:rc grouped under an ~nwiddy ond 
co,,("';ns I)"n:m of high command, designed 10 I~ .... re 
c""nicting rutional inl<:1UIS and aspirations. 

Ho,h 'Mia in thi. ot ...... ge, exhausting .... r """'" frut
tD,,,,1 hy lI"rm.', dem.nding geography and eli", . te. The 

Tbis mil] W<JI originally pmrmr'; ~I ~ 1111" I. lIN Mi/i/«'] CIQJSja Srminar al "'nl Mpr. Yirgj~ ia. on 16 O{/o~r 2()()1, 



COUntry w~~ • niglnm"'" of wooded 
moun!>in!. jungled lowland •• hro.td 
dcscn·li~ plain •• and wide rivers fed 
by countkn st"'oms tI",. ~'" •• eep 
duc~ when d ry .00 rushing romnt. 
in the l'I.n. Roads wen: few. poor. and 
ioapsbk of adequately supporting 
m.l.",ry suppl)' .00 movemcnl. Ibil
,,,,,,Is WCfC 1'''.lCt ically ,.01l...:;'tC1I1. A"d 
th" I,.,.AVY I 'I ~ spri llWc"AI ly sUlnme' 
IIWltl"w~l ", • .J~ ."y exte",i", ",ilila'y 
"p"nlions <1,,,,")\ i" <llIl'Ilion """"p
I illll.lly d,"ll,,")(;III1' A fl".1 hu,<I,," (,,' 
IW llh ,i<1"" w.s Ih" wid""p'L-A,1 ill"i 
de""" <I( di"",.." ",~I",i •• 1)1'1",., .~ill 
in("", i"nl . • "d ,he ."Idie •• r"crn.1 
"'"UUrge. d,...,,,,,,.)'. 

Sit", aOO Frucr came to Burma 
w.th 'Try d,fTen:m ~1s of exposu'" 10 
miliwy li(c. SI.m's ==- ............ , of a 
ouccomful ~flIor BriTish colon • .J of
(,« r.· l ie had volunteered as a p.i,,:lfe 
In World War l and was soon comnus
.ioned, but he w;\s wounded while 
K"'ing u' the M iddle East . I lis lowe.~ 
middle-daS$ b...-:kground ruled OU I a 
pom".r carter as an offICer in the 
regular IIrili sh A'my. but Ihe Indian 
Army W>.I n:adily open 10 him. The 
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I"dian Army con.isted l"l,,,,ly of In _ 
dian . nd Gurle)" ",Id~ ... with. le.v
ening of Bri,i,h lroops.. .U \cd by Kril
ish off,",,,,. Slim did weU in il. rom 
manding G urkhu on ,he danS"1"QUJ 
nonh~1 f",nlie. and learning ro 
speak both Urdu and Nepali. and by 
1940 he was usigncd fO command an 
Indian infantry brigade in ""lion in 
n"tlhe>l.\1 A(,;':a. Ilowever. he did 
1"""ly ,,' Ih., assignment. w>.. 
w<>unde,l on~e ~g>I;n. and W>.S then sem 
'0 rc""I'Cl":11C in • I10tT job in Ind i •. BUI 
fmU"' .'C cir.:um ito'k:CSledm hi. 00-
.. ini"J.: • ,li"i,i"nol romm.nd in lhe: 
Middle E""I . n",,,, h" diSli"!:"idoed 
hi",oclf iuflkiemly m he dc<:oNlW .nd 
choKn for. II"IOn: importanl and cmJ
Iengin3 :u"gnmcn. in Burma. 

By Ih;. poinl early;n 1942, lhe ride 
of J.p:mc~ conqUC'S' , h.ving easily 
"""'pi inlO e;l5lern Burma, was thn:.t
ening 10 engulflhc en!i", ~OII, driv
ing ~>k, unprtp=d. and poorly led 
Dril;.h fon:C'! ixfon: it. To Slim fcU rhe 
",.k of luding a f'ghling ",In:JI of 
Ih~ shmcn:d unilS, delaying Ihc en 
emy when: pos.ible. but ..,mchow CI
coping illlo Indi. wilh wh" ... ·" f(lt"("C8 

r 

l 
CmnMSI •• 

he could. He lurned _ , ... I".hLe 

~~. during Ihi. ingloriou. TClTClIt, 

whic h he conducttd alremclr wt:1l 
considering lhe c;rrnmstanca. Hut .ho; 

Bri. i.h defe>! Icft lhe Ja~ncsc in fi,n 
control of Burm • • nd Slim ,..;,h Ihe 

m.jor 'a ,k of ""Iming th" ""'''11th, 
mor:t~ • • nd COmb.'1 ",pability "f hi, 
dispiri ted lroops. 

Thi. he did wilh d.I",,,,i,,.,;,,,, 
and doll. 1'CI",;nin):" ."d IIre.lly 
,,"'ngrhening hi, fon:a "KI rttSlab
~shing Ih.;, confodr:ncc ",,1 fighting 
~bn . He .1"" built nccc<nr)' ""l'ply 
linC'!. SlOCkpikd fOod ,,,,I.m,, .. ,,,i •• ,,,,. 
and cn:.1flI • linl-d ... br::t.lth .ml 
medical >,.,ICm. including • mud, 

needed progr ..... for air ............. i"". 
D uring the winler of 1941--43 •• he 

J'P'M~ nKlcly def . .. cd Kri,;,h ciT"". 
ro 1'Ctake rh" ArA.". Bu,m.'. 
~Slemmo ... ,·", sl.1 "'Kiu" .10ng thc 
Ill)' <If &"II"AI. Sli" , w. s n(",,,,,.Jl), in 
romm. nd oj Ih" o",eking Smi.h fOr«: 
bul w.~ ,k"ied O)"".t ,onai COntrol. B)' 
Ihe ,i",,, IIC ".,,, fi".lIy aUoww 10 1m 

t ho '!,,,,, il ".,,, 100 lale, and Slim one<: 

mon: h.d 10 I~""idc "'~r a British 
wid.d .. Aw.il. 

N",,"~ . locIc:is. ,n ,he faU of 1?43 
Slim I ... ...,.,,'" commander of lhe I'our
Itemll Anny. onpons.ble for .he dctm ... 
of """"elll India and the "",apron: n( 
K"n na. A new offcnsilT was pbn",~l 
wid, S,,)wdl"$ Amcri<:~n-,upp""cd 

Chi,,".,;c f<>!"cH allllCking from thr n""h 



and IlnHsh-Jndi:;n un,., dri";ng in.o 
""n.rJJ Built .... ><I \I", Ar.obn. 

Bu •• k japal\CM: ].....t utl"'"T itbs.' 
Awale of tk F,Kl II",-,,,h Anny"t 
bu,ldup and ~",;ing Allied plans, they 
100 Inuit"",,1 ,]",;r fORD .nd <:2I"]Y in 
1",44 launchc:tl ~" .mbitiou, otk...;..., of 
.hei • .,...,.. IV defe.t ,he British. Irs pri
m.ry objc..-ri'""" wu the hilly Imph:>J
Kohim •• re. of Indiis eutem Assam 
proviJltt. Victory the~ might lead to. 
tUrther dri"e imo India and . n uprising 
of Indi"" notion.!i!t forces og;t.inst ,he 
lirin.h. The Jap;tMSe offensive t:..vn 
wi,h • di""rsionJ.ry m",k og;t.inn Four
t""nth Army fottts moving inlO the 
An""n. BOI Slim, h.,ing by now 
1I::,"",d ....... 10 handle }~pmese tactics, 
..,.,ndly dtfmro the enemy and refused 
10 br di.meted from his offensive. 

So, ;nfonned by ULTllA' and other 
in,d]i~~ of Japanesc intentions, 
Slim mWe hi$ own plano to .cop and 
dcst"')" the encn,y. But he misc ... ku
I.,ed the timing of .he Jal>:l.nc"liC ~"-.,,,h 

and only with gfC" dilliC"Uhy n' .... ~,~1 
'0 extricate F"uncc",h Ar",y ""if< 
caught off b'!.nct in t<"w~rd Ix .. i
lions. J Ie then sUcrcf,jOf"lIy fou~hf off 
Japancsc cfforts .0 ,akr l"'l'h.l. h." 
i,,;.i..lly p;tOd i,uufiiciem mcntion 10 

.he a ... " ./tII",,1 KQhima, which he was 
,hcn h.rd poustd ' Q defend. Only his 
clc-~, .if ... p ... io";.,. and hi, ",.wring 
.hil;'1 f<:> . i,]ift ~infOfCemenlS .nod 
supplies g:a." him a critical advantage 
.,.",. .he eMmy. 

Still the J~ plan w,.. an ....... Iy 
ambitious 001', p:xwly eRCQtM and co
ordin.tW, IogjSlic:alJy gras,ly i". d 
equate, and run by commande ... e;,hL"f 
100 bold IX """'Ily "'u,~. Exh",. ,;"", 
hcary casul.lnCi, ~nd 'ul~~y "IK)f'~),"" 
,hWllrted jal>:l.'lCiC 'm]'i,ilM," .",1 ""nl 
the: anacu!l retling bad. in'o "",tr"dl 
Durma.1ea";ng behind .. "' .. "'~lilwncnt. 
and JVe"~t numbcrJ of dca<1 ... .1 dying. 

Slim now held I~>!h the: ;nit;.n", 
1\(Id. ' ignificam adnnf"J.,"C i" InC11.nd 
m.teriel!We1 III~ enemy. He Iud m.de 
f..wcf n1lit.k.,. .10." .he jap>,,"" and 
had been bruer :>J1Ic ... "' .... "TroIIlC ,hem. 
In hit ""'''IOi •. S]im fn:cl)" admits his 
L-r",,,, .".1 g11'l.01 rull c.witlO his subor
d;n,'e, oUl"" ;" ' , arxl lupponing com
,mlldetl. He modestly docs IIO! men
'ion thot hi l ";ClOriel g~ined him bOlh 
• knighthood and widespread fame. 

s., as 19-14 came 10 an end, Slim 
p<lI1UW the ~!re .. ing JapaMSe into 
<:<:",,,,1 Kurma, hoping !Q mp IMm On 
the broad plOIin be,w""n flo,: Chind";n 

/J""oIJ "llIl/m'll, '''fi''' ,. IINIIJ",..ntu "'llfi.n'J~" ~_"" /IN hnd MKl:ing 
IIJ< 1",,,,,,I_ Kol!ll'''' _d. 

.nd lrnw.>ddy lti~rs. BUI lhe Jap>"""" 
had 110 in,en.ion Qfbeing ","ught. Thcy 
pulkd back acIWS tl\( hr.-I hnw:"ldy 
. nd pfcp<llW to ,kfe",1 ;.. ealtern 
banks. n.tn. III • o:c:rilS Qf brilliu>1 
feimi. ,kcq>liot,J. . nd OIl\(r confusing 

"'.,"'''''' .. , Slim forced his w~y across 
d", f"",,< . 1 tcYC:r.u points and Ihre .. -
enL~1 fl", J.p. nese basc .t Mandiliy. 
H.ving .hu l drawn hil enemy's anen
';on, Slim secretly , hifted lOme of hi. 
fim .• ;s !IOuth 10 make ~n easy further 
eros.i"g "",11 dowl1$tre~m , aituM at .h< 
major j.p:tnCSC supply biliC U Mc,ktila. 
Capturing Meiklila would cut off J-I'" 
_ r..n.." fmhor north. and on«: i. 
feU inf<:> Slim's h:utds if would hc.."Ulnc 
wh>! he ealItd tho ·an";]" upon which 
lhe "h.unme. of hi, northern fo...,. 
would crush 1M ~i",,'g o","'y.' 

The plan wo,kM hnlliantly. lly 
April 1945 tile jal>:l..1COC ill Murm. """" 
doomed. "'ltl Slim. wi .h l>YCrwhelming 
for«:. w:u l'ur;"i,,~ .hem a~ssi,'(ly. 
I ii •• ie •• "i"" w,'" hi", rommand Qf 
Alhc~1 I.."d ~"""" in Soolhe.st Asia, 
a ",.",Iate h& held ulUi] lhe war's end . 
II . sul""'I''''''ll y ha:. mc commandanl 
of lhe lm]",,;.1 Ixfen« Colle~ .nd 
then. ,.. fic~1 ",.",hal. chilf of fM 
Impoti:>J CeMro! Staff. Ii i. ("ul "m
c1.ll pool was Ihal of governuo I:'-"cro! 
of Au~tn.lia. l ie d,ro ,n 1",70. 

Now whe~ _ Fr.osc, duri11): aU 
rhi,? WeU, ha\;ng been hom. d ,;,,] of 
• ttntury arler Slim, he did,,', em", ,he 
.....,y I>nti] he enL. .. ro ,,' 1",4-1. Ky 
,.., .. "-5 end, he was in .he 1t"li.n Army 
.. I ~placc"'ell\ in Ni"e s..~"i"", H 
Company, 9th Ihn~lion, n(Jnl~, Re):i
monl. a unit from .he ,hCll-F."I.~i"h 
Lou District coun. «< n{\.VL"' " ,<lflmd 

.nd Cumbe,bnd. A Sco'"''.'' ' Fr. "", 
found himself in an 8- .0 10-"",,, 
!l«lion of Cumbrian hill mono WIK"'" 
mugh :>ttents . nod l.I$C of Ioc:al dial""u 
romr.ncd strongly with hi. " W11 ' ' '''''' 

British spe«h. TI,e ",hol1 ,oIrnred 
FI":IliCf geniall)", ki,~lal him ~.ndy, 
and even g ... dWn~l)" ""'mitred ,hll k 
could brew. bCIIL"T pot of lU Ihan 
.n)"O'lt: cI ,;c. Older .nd mQ~ expori
en~d ,h. " Fr., scr, Ihey c:>Jlw him 
"Jock" (j' .i"'ply "lad: and kepI him 
ooIOfl .. ~,hlc. 

, 
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1\ h.n"li,~, "f NCI",I""" Gurkh., 
:,,~I ,nw.jiltt "f ..... I",li'" B'!uchi IiOldiers 
fn~1I 1t"li •• wL'f;tc,m,lOSt region joined 
,he '/,It 14<,.,b ,,, f,>I'" Ihe 63d Drigodc 
,of II", 171h Divi,;' ",. 11", divi.ion had 

hc:o", "''\'L~dy ch,:w"d ul' in the 1?42 
"'In"". ,1,,-~, n.11U,lt and ~t:ilized but 
hi' lI:ml "KAin 01 ]"'1'11,,1. JXior to being 
"",lico.l ".ore ""m: for the Founeemh 
" .. nr·~ pm" into ttmral Burma. 

S"I'I'I;"d ;n gte'.t pari by air, the 
171h l)ivi,;'", nOoOVUl lilroogil .:cmral 
HII."' •. ttI.d" II", surl',ise: krwe, (roM' 

i~g ,,( Ihe 1 ........... <I<ly to 'I",arhta<! the 
.... 1'10><.: "f Meiklil •. • nd then fought 

"If ""'''1\ J"p.n"",, .Hempt' to retake 
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the town. From r-.l.iklil. it k3pfrogge<l 
with aflQthcr divi$ion driving lIOu,h 
toword R.ngoon. F .. "".nd hi. senio" 
maleS $aW a fili, amount of comh .. 
during this period. but he lefT them 1<, 

go to oiflttr uooid>1C .d'()f~. Duly 
commimoned oiltT w;ois en<!:d • lieu
tel'llOm in the Gordon Hi"ohu, .. k.-n, I", 
finilly n:rumcd w civili ... life in 1947. 

FI1lkT ,hen 1'9,'"". kM,!!: .,..ee, .. " 
rleWSp.lpetm;ln. In lhe m;.1 1'160>. haw
ro-er, he bqpn 'n wr;t<: •• eri.: .. of an .... -
ing .nd Anionic ",,,,,bt .oo..t the flC
tion.tl dur.tctc, " ~h.;hmall: Fl .. hrn.n 
had been ~ mi"'.fT . "Ior ill the I'0p.mr 
mid'ninclecrlth'''crll",y rlm'e! Tom 

lI_u." SrIJMI nit)', ~ ..... 1. hull}; ~ .. d 

b ... ·"" .. l1y "i'fL1~'t~blc yourlg 1>.1I0Il),. 
F .. ",. bruo.'ghl n..I,,,,:.o .. I~k I" life:u; 
an ",hilt .•• df-.Ic!o..~iIKd """",,d,d. W. 
che.I, Ihid". "''''llInitt,. coward. and 
toady. In lhe dev"n FI:l>I""." """d, 
I .... t Iu' .... 'w"'" al~"'"~rnl.· Fl .... rlIlIn 
mon.p '0 !:Ike T"n in .I"" .IM,,,I "'tty 
m.jor milinry even t of ,he m;'l- fI' I .. " 
ninct~mh c~mury. i",luding ,he 
Crimt.n W .. , &poy 1\1",;,,); 

Khanoum. 'he Mgh:m """". CUSIcr'. 
L"" SIlI"d. Iht Opium Wa .... ,00 c'",n 
John Brown', N.id on H:orpris h"TT)". h, 
tach of th$-o Fb.hm:m ~h.1,"es o.bJ,i
cabI)' but alw;ors m .... g<'s """"how 'n 
C,,"'I},'" :.0 I"'n~ fouli.'!!: CYC.""'''' but 
himoclf. Fr.""r", d.epKlion of 
~1.oJ"n."--{tlkl in the fLlS! penon in a 
1""",,10 ICI"io\ .. m.nner. wnh supporting 
1<"'I","e ",{e,e".,.. I" r....J historical 
1"'''''MllIli lio ",,,I ~.u--is cmenain· 
i"g. im:vc",.n. "'''/:,,'''"ry. and high· 
~1~.i lc<l. i, .. I"",1 nothing sOOn of bril· 
li.,,1. 'l1,i. IlmtlJ<Jl\hl)' delightful style 
:II"" ,·h."":lc,i·",, much o{ the highly 
.c • .i:d,lc ",e",,,ir th.t F •• se, would 
"",,,,,,.11), W';I~""""""Cqll that Quartrm/ 
!ial' 0.., Htrr i, ~pl'rol'riatelr I"'",ru
.I<~! wilh 10<''''''''18 ronsKlerations of an 
i"f.mry",a,,·' ""r. 

Now, whal ltd Slim and Fr=r fO 

Wille DtfoJl ,wN Vrltory and QumItrnI 
¥ o..t H~ Slim, for onto ackrw:M-I· 
co!J:a II", fael ella! a:l)' commanding 
gc: .... -nl iI proIllIbJy unsuited fO wri~ a 
-"""pic,c "",III"biasc:d" history of the 
"'~"'I .. i),.,. 1", dire.:led. Bu, the g<'ncr.tl 
,..,. ,ld. ""1" Slim. probably offer "some
Ihil)g "f .... h,e .. I It might descri~ the 
I,,,,h\e,,,,, he encountered. Ihe ",,:1$On$ 
fnr I,i. d«iiions, "wh~, hdptd. ",hOI 
I'irrdtrcd, Ihe luck he had, ond (Iw: 
rni"akn he nude." E$ptri:illr fur Thoto, 
who mighl ble. be in hi. !"",irion, I", 
rTl18ht upbin Mw Iv "ancmJX",llhe lIt 
of command" and otT .... !IOI11C i",I;'"uion 
of what il wu too: 10 be:tr 'he wrighl o( 

w.utimt oomm.:aoo ""I"""ibilitJ' " 
Frastr's I1"IOriv.trioru< ,. ... :n: of an Cfl

tirtly difkn:n, ~",l IT""" complex n.· 
run:. They SI~mrr\L~1 ,,,itiilly (rom his 
cnCOUnltf wilh off\L1~1 hi,tory. whi<ch he 
found 10 be "(kb\lTlw,in-J: dc,'Oid of 
color. sound, . nd ~rr,dl, ."d in"'pablo of 



projecting t~ perspeetiv" of wrn~ 
who had actually laken part in Ihe 
action being described_ He cites ~s an 
example ,he briehmtem<:nt in ,he Bri,
ish offici:tl history that during a mid the 
"[9th Border] Regim<:nl suffeted 141 
osuI,h;':s and losl one of its supporting 
lanks: Fraser's mote vivid memory of 
Ihal r-.id was of a tlUlk th.t -burned for 
hours: m.--.cting the mention of a 1'''lIe 
J.panese lo,~e, while he .nd "",,'e 200 
"Iher Brili,I" G"rll .. , a",1 1",li." 
tnxII'" I.y sw<;>liTl): ill I],,: IIi):I'1 ml.l, 
with no time to Jig in, -,. fcty ,>td,COI 
on" "nrl ).,,,,,n>lt.:. .. the "",dr, ' Incy ITi",1 
to rem,.in "ndi'lC<IVCrc<1 .. whi'p',,,~1 
ron,,,,,,.tion, l'ontintlcd and (\\'O men 
even got into on .egument, until hi, 
pl"t{lQn serge. nt told everyone to 
"f{lQ\:in' ,hut up." M<>nwhile, a t:tnk 
offi~r Ct:tw\<d around :uking if ~ry-
0"" ""'-, okay, ,hus making peqlk even 
mOte jittery, Finally, after what Sttm<d 
an inctedibly long night, the JaplUleS<: 
were di>«n"ted at dawn !<.I Ju,~ de-

pan<d, But Frns-r'. mull fO~ was still 
CUt off in enemy lemloty ond had l<.I 

make il)! way out as best i, cO\lld," 
It was such passing, underwritten 

tefelen~s in official his!<.lry that, like 
ProUSt'S taste of. small pie.:e of a 
madeleine, l<d F"'>er off into long 
>Cillches into his memoty and impelled 
him 10 wrile about Durm. from wlt.1 
he Ci.l1. ".n ordinary I{lQI -..,ldiei. 
poinl or vicw." " 

FrL<cr . ]'" ""pl.i", !I .. t I", wmtc~1 
I" nc>1c ·s(lme """ of memori,l" to 
the "matchICOl' men" with whom he 
o<:"'ed_ Finally he w:mtoo to show the 
dillen:n'", in . nin"lc "hctwccn ',hen' 
:md 'now~ 'nd how today's poli tical 
<'01TCctT>c..-.hhollgh he doesn't call it 
,ha{'-h" 100 1\1 an uninformed, unfair, 
and naiVe understanding of how and 
why the W," in Burma, inde"d any war, 
was foogh" and what the lIl"n who 
Struggl<d through it fdt .nd endur<:d 
as [»" of i~ natur:tl process, r:f1lser still 
felll;nS th~ feelings, I-Ie refers un-

,'!oId'ITt.fro'" IIx firili,h 36th D"""qN pall " iJuJdhiJl ""'1'" a, IIxy mIn 
1"&Y'''''lI' B,,"'ra, Fdtruary 1945, 

>clf-~onscious1y to Ihe enemy a, "Jar.· 
decries tho," who ""1><:<:1 him to a),;,,
nize or feel "guilty." and que'li"n. 
whether critics who weren't there arc ill 
any position to judge him," 

F",>cr and Slim .h. re • eomlll"" 
ability to provide in.;~I,' . ".1 u",ler
'Iandi,,), bey"nd the .,1111'1" ,k .. :rip
lin,,< or IIIa"CIIV"n .nd hanle. that 
for", the l,e .. 1 "r "" many milit:try 
",,,,,,,,i,,, _ They ""~""'t that the.., a.., 
'i):nili"'nt i""",," ond problem, in war 
th .. the reader may !l()t have consid
ered previously or even imagin<d, Basic 
to this quaii!}' is ,It< persuasive cted
ibi li ty of both aecount1; 

5~m', is bas-d on a sh.:lrt n;ttr:ttive 
he WT(It" whik in Bunna, rogether with 
a "skeleton di:uy,- a few documcn~, and 
hi, "",n memory," He doesn't say 
whether or not he consulted the British 
official historians, but his account COn
nins suff",ient delo.il to ,uUesl thai he 
might have, The result;' a very beli.,,
able, str-o.ightforwil!d, remarb hly hon
eSI , "persona] nillr.ti,'(;," .dn,itlL~lIy 

written (m,,\. field UI""""",lci. ",111';
wi,,,, lillli,,,1 view "f c"¥c"I, I~" I"c,,_""
,ng a f"ll ",~I knowledb",.blc "''00111'' uf 
thc entire war i" Hll m .. , ~Iim <i~""ribc. 
, .. """ without boosting, admits doubls 
and mi.tahs with"", s-If-serving ex
C\l"'S, gi"'" full ctedi, !<.I "'he1'$, and 
r:lrely criticizes e~p' by imp~cocion_ 
He ""plain. quite ckMly til" principles 
.nd methods by which It< opernt<d, His 
n'mlcive is well ",rinen, factual but 
never dull. and enli''ened by dr:lma and 
O>X3Sional dry humor, From it emerges 
a picture of a rommander who was 
ronfident, fo~ful. imoginacive, ilisci
p]ined, con<ider:l'" of othe1'$, wiUing to 
tah ri!b, and alway! concemw "bout 
,h" "Oft and rendition of his ,roops_ 

Fra .. r'. Qllartnwl Saft Ollt lIu, is 
en,irely diff"",,,,, It i. nOl a hiStory of 
the llurm. war, nur cven of Ihe h:tll~ 
}'e:tr or SO of Fraser's participation, It is, 
ra,her, the impression;<tic recoUections 
of ~ percepti"" observer and skillful 
writer about his small role in tho ye"' 
culminating hules th.t scaled Ihe ("e 
of Japanese arm, in norma, It is h. sed 
not on record, or document', Ollhou),;h 
Ftaser did ro"sult ,he "ffi,ul hi"o,), 

, 
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TIN R~NfUf Star MdAI, tIt"""'d to 

c.,m",o""",al,h ""dim who fl~thl 
;~ B~.",a and India. 

anti ch~ck hi, manuscript with hi, 
fi'TmCT company romm.nder. It draws 
simply on F",,.,r', mtm(lry, whith he 
freely .<lmits is im~rfe<:t 

Hut hi, memQry was still suff, 
ciently good nearly four decades after 
the o=nts to allow him to write i vivid. 
~a1i!lk, and entirely convincing ac
coont of the dangers. fears, and humor
OUs moments in the d..iIy ~f. of a 
<om!».! soldier. The structure ~",I Wll 

ten! of hi. nlOml.live .,.., dc.rly ,hap,;J 
by Fraser's liter.uy "'''Oie and iliU
indc«l, it read. in many w'Y" like one of 
his J:'!ashman no".!" funny. enlena;n
ing. r ... t-I"'o:ed , yet nonetheless seriou, 
ond completely be~ev:l.ble. Purim may 
carp a1 1he (acl th.1 Fraser ",-cre'les, 
verbatim, long stretches of dialogue that 
he openly admits are obviously n01 a.:
NaL But we (;In accept hi •• u.rtion that 
these man-elou.lycrafled ~rsali()ns. 
with F", .. r'. """eful phonetic rendering 
of th. hOISh Cumbrian aro:nts of hi. 
>cc1;"'nnalt:<. are as I>< ,ay, "entirely 
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faithful in gi.t. subject and style' and 
that this i. tl>< most credible way 10 
I"'rtroy the "tough •• trong. forthright. 
and fte<!Il<ntly aggressive" me" will, 
whom he served." Frosc, himself 
emerges ... younr~ ,,,,,,ire .. ,!die •• i"i 
tiilly somewhat confused .",1 u"W"~r", 
who matures mlo a wise. se.so"c~1 ...::,
c""" ill'N,ly a fcw ,I",,, "M,,,,b,. ,ba"k, 
I" II", n~l~h !!"iti:",,:c of hi, older oom
""I"" "",I hi, own growing awareness 
"",I instine, for sdj~p~rvation. 

The ' COOIJnts by Fraser and Slim 
tbm complem~nt each other beauti
fully. combining to give uS a fuller ye' 
eontn<ting picture of the Burma con
nic,. 'n,crc arc """. i"l" "'."y arc .. 
thaI the twn ,",c",,,i,,, .tld""" fmm 
diffe,enl hut corrd . 'e 1"''''I .... ..,.iv''''. 

The . uhjeet of Ic .. lc"I,il' i. an 
obvious example. Slim dearly enj"yetl 
""erci.ing co",mand. al whaleve.,. level 
he served. 'tarlin!: • • 'pl.l<K'" le. tlcr:. 
fim command and, "' hc IK,i,," ""', 
one thaI pia"". yuu . , d".., t<> your 
men .. you could eve, be. nut. h.llal 
ion, he ,ays. wos hi. firsl "rc.1 com
mand: be,,"use "il is a lI"il with. life 
of its own: wi""" 'lualily "tlel",,,,I. on 
you alone:Then, oo""n.,,di"l: a divi 
.ion wall "good fun: be""u'e "it i. Ihc 
. mille.t fOrmalion Ihot i, a oo"'plctc 
orehe'tH of war and the large't in 
which ""'f)' man an know you." F i
nilly, he loved oo",m.nding an .,my. 
"bec..use the ereotion of it. 'pi.it and 
it, leadership in batde give you Ihe 
greote't unity of emotional and inlel
lectual ""perienee Ihal can befall a 
man: Quile a " alement!" 

Fr, ..,r llad a ~o",cwh., diffcTCrl! 
view. Hi . highe.' and ill ra~1 o .. le ""l'c
.ieoce of command came when he was 
promoted to lanee-oo,po....J, .econd in 
command of hi. section. which he con
,ide.ed ·the worst dogsbody', job in the 
AfIllY,- and he "didn't fancy it." e,pe
ciilly ,i nce he W\I' the youngeSt man in 
the unit. He found his initial experi
enc~ leading the section to be "vel)' 
education;>,!," for he depended almost 
entirely on the wisdom and guidan~ of 
hi. veteron subordinates. Despite the 
"indifference" of the others, Fraser =$ 
di.mared by the respon$ibility he feh 

and "didn'l wciwmc" il. He J;"~",,,d 

mOlc conf,dence ar,c, hi. ,.:un,,! mi.
sion ill c'o"'mand. bill I,e wu 'l ill ""lad 
il wa' OVL .... :" The UJ",,,,.I helwee" 
Sli",. Il,e l'",rc· .. "",.1 .oldicr. ",dmm
ing tl,c chalk"!,,,, ."d " "'lxIIl.ihili.y, 
.",1 Fr, ..,r, 'hc y<,I1"" ,hort-'ermcr, 
filkd wilh ""If-doob •• i. i"stmc,ive . 

Slim', eoncep. of lc~dcf\!hip in 
""I,,,,d mainraining a d"", and tru!ling 
rdation.hip with hi. subordinates, 
borh the senior officers and the troops 
in the f,eld. He dealt with his , taff and 
senior commanders directly, rather 
than through a chief of .,off, "",king 
thei. advice and explaining hi' deci
,ions. H e ddj""wl instructions .0 his 
fidd l"OmmJnders .t their forward 1"'
, i,ion. i", ,,,,<1 of requiring them to 

mrnc h",,~ ", hi. own. He W," • f",
'Iuc"t vi,i.or to frmlliinc '''M'P', of.en 
""king tim . .., or fo'" vi,i", " ,b y .nd 
.ome.im"" ,,,ming 'm<l~r fi",. Hi , so
li"i l.ti"" fi,r 'TOOJ' monic and ",<:If"c 
...... obviou,. Hi. men lTU5!cd him, 
call",l hi", "Undc Kill: . nd nl ..... r 
d""h'ed 'hat he earcd for .hem. 

Slim', f'TC"C"C" """ certa inly, big 
Ixx .. , fill" mor.lic when he ,howed up, 
'Yi'ic:ol1y 1Incxp<:<:tc<!, to t:l1~ to ~"n.cT" 
balt".li,m d"ring the defi:",e "f Mei ~rila. 

He l,x>ka!. ", ... ",Iing to ~"rucr, "like • 
,..,h .... scrulTy priv>le with !",,,,,,raJ', labs..· 
He had 0 "robber-hamn face"
Churchill s:.id he had "0 heU of a face"-

Sh6l1itkr fM"h oj tl;. 
British Foummth A"", 
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a "han! moo,h and bulldog chin"-cv" 
~rybody usa th>! cam"" ch,"'ctcri"l;l" 
tion-a """kish" ~url.:ha h,t"nd, shoTt 
carbine slung ovo:r his shoulder. \ Vocn oc 
"~~ from 'OC !Ius: c"mlinu~s 
Fm!':r, "then: wa~ rIQ non!,:n!,: of'g.uh .. 
"",nd' Of jumping on boJ«,s; oc jU~1 stood 
with his thumb hooked in his carbine 
sling and t:lIkd about how we h:ld 
",ughtjap off-balance and wen: going to 

.""ihil.le hi", inlhe '1"'''; Ihere w" "0 

CJ<1~ 'rhlim' <>T" rin),~n" did""" T"' jn~ '" 
sclf-con.,."io,,~ "'" of b.rr.ck-,,~"n 
.w~h,," h" ..,.u"..llh" J..,. '["..1,.,,1.' 
II ....... casu.! and without hear. .. Yoo 
knew, when he taIkcd of smashing Jap. 
d'li' to him it meant not only arrows on a 
map Wt ckaring bunket$ and going in 
under shell-fin:; tim he hod dtt: h(ad of. 
~n«aI with the heart of. privat<:. 
And aft<:1'Wa1'ds, wil(n it was O\'el" and hc 
spoke ofwha, IUs umy had done, il was 
:.!wa~1 'you', r1Qt (>'Cn 'we', and nev« 
'1'."1 ' 

Slim's good relations with his !':
n;or !t"I,ff and oommandet$ extended as 
well to other commandet$ and ech
elons. E,'Cn in his memoir, wh(n he 
queslions the plans Of decisions of oth
et$, he docs nol cha<g( prople with 
srupidity (lr malicious motives. He 
crit icizes by showing thc we.kness of 
plans or aclions and klling the reader 
rt3ch his (lwn conclusions. He is ~n
c",,,, in hi s p",isc and only rud y 
indie",es displ"",ure dirtetly. 

'I"w" of ,he m(lrt difficult ptrwn
. li,ies wi,h whom he had 10 deal wert 

, , 

Ihe Amcricm General J(I!':ph Stilwell, 
commander of Chinese .nd American 
to""," in north Hurma, and the Hritish 
M.j, Gen. Ord, Wingate, who headed 
the long-ran~ ptnetration group 
known al thc Chindil$. Desp ile 
Slilwell's "erbie perwnality and vitri
oli, tongue, Slim liked and trusted him 
and re.:ognized his leadership abilities. 
The twO didn't always ogree on strot
..gr, bUI Iher gOI on wdl- SIi,n W"~, 
II,c o"ly n,i,i.h <:Olllln.lI,[er IlIIIIe. 

Whlllll II,,: IIi>1l"II"f,,1 Stilwell ""'" will
IIIg I" ><rve , alia I" Jo..., evoll IhuIIgh 
hc ~ !':nior t(l Slim. 

\Vingat<: was an entirely diffi:rtnl 
case. His arrogonce,emo{ional inm,bil
iI)', . nd fan .. ieal zeal for 0 typt of 
operation Ihal Slim considered "",ste

ful ga"e the Fourt«nlh Army com
mand .. little rt.S(Ifl to like him. And 
when Wing.te prvved oblnnJte, Slim 
simply thrtatentd 10 rtlieve him or 
worse, and the Chintl;1 leader backed 
down. Yet Slim 'pprecia{ed Wing;tt<:'s 
dynamism as a leader and regrrned his 
untimely death in . plane crash. 

Fr=r, of CO\lI"SC, had rIQ such deal
ings with !':rnor officC1"S. He saw Slim 
only on«, when he sf'C'ke to the tlOOPS 
at Meiktila. He liked what linle he saw 
of his divisional commander, Maj. Gen. 
D. T. "Punch" Cowan. Bu, i, ""'s with 
Ihe men of Nine Section that he had the 
d<.MC" rel.non<hips, and with one ex
«plion he liked and mp«ted them. 
His n:orran\'( is , ptneml1i ng descrip
tion of how a small group of men hed 

and WClrked together and kept c:.ch 
other alive under the most dangerous 
and trying of circumstances. They 
formed. "bood: explains Fraser, th.t 
was not "quite one of friendship," but 
was based rather on their .cting .. . 
t<:am to sUpp<>rt ead. (lther uncolldi
t;(lnally and On their roalizot"'o of how 
essential th., mutu:'! ... ppon w.s III 
st.)"ing ali,'e.'" 

P",li'~lhrly reveal;,,); i. Fr,,,,r'. at·

,,>11111 of tile ,.,.1 111, phkgm3lie W'dy the 
me" of Nine Section reacted 1(1 thc 
dc.,h "f "lie "f 'h"ir ~"Qmr~dc" Cpl. 
Tich Link: "They expre.sed I}(I glief. 
or anger," writes Fn!':r, "or indeed any 
emotion at all; they betrayed 00 symp
toms of shock or disrurlnnce .... Not 
a WClrd W:ts said .oom Tieh Linle. · But 
Os • group they proceeded to di"ide up 
his milimry dfe<:f$ and equipmenr
nOI his ptrwnal belongings""",:"h man 
substilllting a pie« of his own-ol mess 
kit, ,inc, tea mug, or other ilem-f(lr 
one oftheir dead comrade's that wi!> In 

bener condition. "An outsider," contin
ues Fraser, "might h,,'C thought. mis
takenly, that the scct",n ~ unmoved. 

It was not callousness or 
indiffertn« or lack or teeling .. It 
wi!> just that there was nothing more '0 
be .aid ... a"d wh>l m"lIc",,1 II0W 

~ thc business ill h. "d; d,ose who 
Ii"ed would ge, on with i,:" 

S~m . of couc><:, h"d no ,uch inti 
mate experience. Casu.!lies were all 1111 

pk ... nt f"ct (I( w:lf. 1<> be lilllit",1 .. 
much ... 1~)ssi],lc I~IIIIII'''';'!:lhlc ill ""y 

" 



op"r. ,im •. NUT did I .. ; h,,,,, ,he ... m; 

L-g.Ji'a,i . " rela,io",hip with othen< th>t 
Fr. sc, had wi,h hi. "l~~ion m",cs. Slim 
like.! .",1 ""'l,.",'ul hi, "aff aOO senior 
",""III."de ... , evt;n .. he h id OUt to 
them "".e,ly wi .. , I,e '"""',,! them to 
do and 01, wi .. , l'ASi, he ",,!)C"'ed th~m 
'0 "1""1'A'e. Hi, diru.".ion, were dear. 
F,rs., I,e ."id, ,ktenninc quite di5tinctl)· 
the ,~>jc,~ of any opcr.l1ion. T hen full"", 
,10""" h,r b"ic prineipl<$: 

"(i)Th~ uhim"e inuntion mun be 
an oft~n<i\" onc. 

"(ii) The main idea on which the 
phn lisl b~sed must be simple . 

'(iii) That idea must be held ,,' 
vicw ,hroughout and e""rything d .. " 
(I1u>l ~ivc W"'y to it. 

"(iv) The pl.n m,," ha"",, in it .n 
clelllen' of . "'prisc .· ... 

Slilll ,t"",,,,,1 in.c~ril)". di ""ipline, 
tho impo.t. ,,",: of "N""le, and 'he abso
lute neec>..ity of .ho"H,~h In~i"ic,,1 

preJl'l-,ation. He quickly leam<:.! .he 
wlue of air ""I~'()'t, ";1'",:i.lIy (If airlift. 
Other les • .,n, he ab""rb.:d .00 passed 
on to all w.:re .1. .. 11", j"n,,~<: w" "nci_ 
ther iml'''"drAlolc 'W>1" "nfriendly'- that 
trool'" rookl Ie. ", how to """ it to their 
.dw.n'a!;c, .. "I .h., "Ai;",i\'(; p:rfTOlling 
w .. the "",:<.<,<. ... key 10 j",,~1c fighting.' 
Uni .. wefe 'K,I '''rT<K""hl j"st be""u"" 
Japanese were i" Il,eir "'." il WJ. thc 
J.p'''= II,e",,,,I,,,,. who wcre 'ur
tHumbl. Air '''Prly of isobled units 
ell "lok.! .hem '0 "naek in all di"'ctioos. 
In"c.<I of t'yi,,!; ." hnkllong ronlin,,_ 
ou. lin"s lIf ,kferr,;c, .'"e"'''''' of 'p
I'm,,,,h .ho"ld be ("OVC",d and ~ncmy 
I'enelratioo, dealt with au", ... i,..,ly. 
·I'mks could fight in Mmost any CQUntry 
~xccpt ,wamps and should be oommil
tM in m:tXimum numben: "The mort 
yoo U!ol', the few<:r you 1=." Japanese 
fol"CC"S wert "formidable" when holding 
,he initiali,..,. "confused .. nd e:lSy to kill" 
when "'.., had il. AJ",,"J'l "regain and 
keep the inilia,ive." And SO funh.ll 

F~r, in rum, ...... , not w<:U ~t$td 
in lhe principles of war. "It w., some
,hing new' to him, he nof<"<, this "ani
rud. of regarding • def~ns;".., position 
not as .. pia"" whe", you waiTed to be 
m.eked. hu, .S .. ba!ol' from which roo 
saUiM 00' '0 ~rvt or c~r th~ 
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1Oc.· ... He Mso le3J"ncd som~ mo", im
medi.te combat Ie,son, from his own 
experience. Unwi!ol'ly .'Tempting to 
check out by himself in .. pparendy 
empl)" Japan~!oI' hunker, he "'''' $.1.VM 
from being killw by • looe Japanese 
only by the ludd~n appearanc~ of his 
section mates, who prompdydisp~1ChM 
the ~nemy soldie'. AfTer the excitement 
had subsided, platoon serge-ant H"tton, 
"/. wise, olckr ,..,teran, gil'''' him the word 
in no une~nain tennS. "Niwer- niwer." 
he orderw fiercely, "go in a boonker by 
ycrsd! . Cit ye, ",ueker [ytKIf "'"'e) 
10 cove, you, ," b';l me' YC·TC nnl fooki,,· 
C",y (,x'pc.'"" 

Fr..." aho lc'frl~<l lire i'''purt."e"" 
of keeping his WOlter bonle full and of 
not bunching up: "Keep yer bloody 
disunee , jock!" yelled Sergeant 
Hutton, whose CQnsun, refrain to Ihe 
pbtoon during any SO" of advanc~ w~~ 
"K..,p gin! K""J' spread 00"-" 

Hunon was a ""nny one. hut prob
.bly typical of his rank and po'!ition. 
F~r's description ofhow the sergeant 
volunt..,red him fur. dangerous :IS~ign' 
ment by twisting his words and alleged 
skills to prove that he WOlS "joust the 
m,n" for ,he job i$ " priceless e<ample of 
a lradilional senior non-com", worl: on 
a young victim. You can read it fur bo,h 
I,ugh' and Mification." 

T he men of Nine Section w<:re not 
concerned wi,h ~trategy, rem.ined un 
.wate of Slim·s opera,ionll principles. 
.nd often h.d no id~" or we", ,keplic:t! 
of why they ..... '" underllking cenain 
actions. When 51im s«",tll' movM the 
171h Division, under ~vory possible 
security mtrictio", SO that it CQuld 
make a surprise ,ros~i"g of lhe 
Irllw.ddr, Nine S~C1ion wo"d~rW 

why they could,,·t light fires 2nd had to 
sund con~tant1y on alert when ... ' 
Fraser 1"'1$ it, "there W;tsn·t 2 Jlp within 
miles ." And iu" before Meikti!a, wh." 
it w~s explained thor Ihe 17th Divi,ion 
WlS to be ,he ",nvil" upon which J.p.
IKse forces would be eru,hed hy .hc 
"hamme" of the adv:rn .. ing 5th Divi
sion. Nine Sc,,,i,,,, h. d . difTerc,,1 view. 
The 5th Divi,i"n, nnc mall ""sc,tc-d. 
"w(ln·' be. .he only r,'nkin' ""Hne,."l1lC 
Jap.1ncsc ,hc"",,;lvc .. , I,e w •• sure. 

would CQm. e,"shing down on ,h~m, 
'rying to kin them aU." 

In fact, this i~ pretty much what 
happ'nM. The Jap.nese m~ck i major 
effort to reuke M6ktila, 2nd Ihe 17'" 
Di,ilion w:t.s eo, off ""d h.d to bc. 
supplied .. nd teinforcM by oi, befote the 
enemy anack W;tS fmally ~"'a~hed. Nine 
Se.:tion was in the thick of it-this is 
whe", Corporal Lillie diM ....... nd FtlIscr 
d=ribc.. vi,·idly hi. moment. of "r~. 
torrOf. elation. ",lief, .nd .m=",on'" at 
wha, I,e ""pcrie"a..,1 in tI,e "",(us.xl, 
d""';-'I''"''er r'ght. /O Slim, in t\lrn. of
fen< " fir..., overall vicw of the entin; 
bank. Read togt:lhcr. the two aITOUnts 
I'h,.iJe a ex""ple",,,,",,,y I'i~'u,e "f 
what Tolstoy, in one of hi. Wolf .tories. 
refers to as the "m:tllOeuvres devised by 
g",.t generals" a"d ·tn. realil)" of w:lr, 
the .. erual killing."""' 

Yet while Slim and Fraser had dif
fe"'nt perspecti,..,s on many subjec .. , 
they were agreM on "' leas, one 'hing: 
thei, d..,p animosity ,oward the JaJXl
nese. They respeCtM lhe abilities of the 
hpanese .. s wldien. their courage and 
ferocity in banle. their ~ki][ in jungle 
.nd nighl comb.t. but they ",ere re
pelled by their bruulity. their torture 
and slaughter of prisoners and inno
cent civilians. and their caUou~ indif
fe .. """ to the CuStOms and restmints 
expected of civilized soldien. Botb, 
al>o, were appailM and di~gustM by 
the wi1Jingnes~ of japlnese 'roops to 
die srupidly and u~le"ly mther th", 
s"rrender or admit defc"" am.l al their 
killing of th~ir own ","OUnded 10 pre
,·en, their fulling into enemy hond,. 

The Jap,nese, wriles Slim. "wcre 
rulhless .nd bold's .n,,: th~ iOOivid".l 
soldi~, "tt", most fonnidabk fightin): 
insect in hisloty." "J'p." not"" Fr.,,,,,., 
"might be • subhuman Cl"Cln,,,, wlw, 
tortured and st''''''! pri""",:", of "".(f to 
de .. h. raped womt,n "' I"i""". amI ... >Cd 
eivilian. for haY''''"' pr.u:li~c. but the,e 
WJ" no hr .. ·er .oldi", in the whol~ his
'ory of w.r." Slill . S~m imp~e. and 
Fr.",r frcely .dmi" hi, ",eal hatted· of 
tI.e j'pane .. , .nd F",ser "'port~ his "joy" 
whon he killM On~ in combl'" This 
"""" not ",cism or "nreasoning preju
dice, Inn <imply ,he undr",,",,,bhle "'-



oct1on of wid i.", tow:trd an .""my woo 
committro alrocious aclS. 

Looking back 00 the war in Bunn:!., 
bolh lhe Founeenth Army commander 
and lhe Nine Seclion WlCe"corporaJ had 
fe2S01' to celehr:ue Iheir Ir"licip"li(~.

Sli", bn":l.u", I", d"., Iy ",ojo}"e~llh" d,,.] -
1.1'1,"'. ":sl"""i!>ilil),, ."d b",~" h" drew 
from lhe camj";gn; Frascr j""l kJf ha"illl~ 
had Ih. ""perience: "Glad J W2S th",,,; J 
wouldn'llu ... e missed il fur a"ylhing:" 

Yel in Ihe final analysis , just how 
imlK"lOnl w.s 110" blo'MI)' thn" .nd 
Imc-h.lf y,,,r .Inlggl" fur Rlln".' It 
W'''. in f.cl. simply. ,ide,how 10 Ihe 
gr<ot war in the l'aeifie. II p1m",d ded
si"" for neith .. sid. and had Jlmoll no 
influence on Ih. outcom. of thaI grea! 
confliCr---C>ther !han perhaps to draw 
off resources lxtl<:r used elsewhere. 

For th. British, the long campaign 
COSt nearly 75.(XlO casualties. Including 
14,000 dead, Inn faikd to regain much 
of their S10kn empire, which they sur
rendered fm.!ly and irretrievably only a 
few )",ars later. By ",capruring Burma. 
Ihey managed to ""O\'er SOme f.ce losl 
", thelf e.rlier unsucces.ful defen", of 
Ihe .,." •. nut il""'" ,eadily ob,,;ous that 
ti,,, m.jurity of tI,,,i, vidori""" forces 
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S. Tho om,i.1 II""," mI l,,,,,, hmory of 
.ho w" in 801m. i, oo""in,d in S. 
Woodbu,n Kj,b~ <l .1.. TI>< 11;', ,ft.;.11 J.
,.. •. 5 ,""I>. (Lo.Jun. 1957-69). Hi>lOfy of 
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_..., Indi.n and Mric.n IfOCIp' ralh(r 

than actual British Tommies. and Ihat 
for mO.t of Ih. fighling Ihey h. d en
joyed. p"'pond.",nce of In'''I~lw"r, 
suppli .. , """pons, "'luipm~nt .• nd .ir 
. ".1 "'Idlig""~c .,,,,,,. 

F", til" A",,,,i,,,,,,., ,\tt: figl"in); in 
Ru"". rcne""IL~t • mi'"" 10,,1''' 'h" ,,:_ 
""pturi ,,!: .r, ,,,,,rl.,,d "'I~lly IlHlI" ,,, 

CI,i". rtligh"uI'IK'fI a ChinL"': ",iii,.,}, 
effort "ro"g enough I" def" •• '" tic 
down m.jor Japanese fi,,,,,,, "'HI p"",i.l" 
lxmlt"" h."", fu, ."",:ks "" J31"" i'self. 
Rul thi, 1'''lx: """ . 1waY" ill"",-,'y •• nd in 
any ",,,nt the final securing of J land 
route to China carne 100 late ro affecl 
anything a rduct.m ChiJng Kai-shek 
might have b«n willing to do. 

For the J.panese. Burm. W2S a 
g""''''y1ltd of lost ~nd foolish hopes. 
H aving overrun ~nd CJ(cecdcd rheir 
original obje(tiv~s there. they dreamed 
neXI of a march on Delhi to crush 
British forces and incite an uprising of 
Indi.n nationalim rhal would destroy 
forever Briti.h hegemony in South 
Asia-and perh.p' jusl p"'sibly lead to 
• link-uJ' wilh the G.r",.". in Pc",ia. 
nut thi, ...... , a costly ."d f"rl"", d" 
In",..., r,,,. whic\, III"y w"", IIcilh", will -

Ji><uv, U.s . A"",. "v< ... ti~,,, i" llUl"''' 
Looi, All,,,. (I.,,,,,, : TIx t...A"r tI~, /94f-l5 
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"", IIJ.1~18~1 (I_1M. l'Im) to 1-1~"'...," 
4M 16< Tit" (Loodon, 19')\1). 
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ing nor .ble to commit the ne.:e .. ~ry 
",oource.-and whir!. ill ."y "vc"t 

would I, . "c M."Vt:,cly c'ippled their de
f"" ... " "):3i"" thc de";,i",, Am~.ican 
<16,'" i" the ,·"n.",1 p"ili, . 

As it W .IS, neMI)' 200,(XlO J .p~nesc 
soldiers pcri'lhc-d n""dlmly in Burm~. 
Like ,he ""uriors in Ba'lho'$ classic 
""i*u. aU ,h., ",m.ined of th~ir dftam$ 
wc'" the ,,,mmer gra ..... hal CO\·trtd 
thei, ),'f"A'"t: •• 

Only .he Indi,n, ,nd Burm= can 
be said to h",.., gainro from Ih. \11M in 
Burma, in that il helped pave the way 
fur their independence rwo )'(:JrS later. 
But this would almost ce<lainly h,,·. 
come regardless of who had triumph<:<! 
in Burma. , 
I Th~Author 
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Ofji,m of tIN J70tb Infantry, 9Jd Di"j;jon, ""'" wm "ward<d tIN 
F"",h Crrur J, Ctln'W, F,,,",,,ry 1919 

U friefl(l, you WfJUid 1101 leli with such high zest 

To childrtm ardmt for jom~ d~spuatl glory, 

The old Li~: Dulce ei dewrnm est 

Pro patria mori. 

From "D ulce Et Decorum Est" 

by W ilfred Owenl 



Corporal Freddie Stowers 
An Appointment with 

Eternity on Hi1l188 

tanding ull the hil:h """"nd ~t of md 
overlooking Ru..,. F.rm, jun 1IOUd> of 
the village of A,de"il in the Ch.am~nt 
region of Vnonn:, roughly hillW:ly ~. 
tween RIte;" ... nd Verdun, ;t Wll. nol 

diffi~ult 10 imagine the h.ule ,h.t """oed b<.low oomc 
eighty years before dOI';"11 the Grea. W ... At the end 
ofS~ptcmbcr 1918. the German, wen: 1001h to gi'-'" up 
n1.l.rgin.ny comfonahlc fighting p<.>fitions wilhin the 
(urn to retrn.1 acrt>$S ol'cn fiddl to the north thaI 
offered imie in the .... y of rov<:r and rnn«Wnrnt. n.. 
Amencam, on the other hand, we'" anxious to <>o;upY 
the h:urily abandoned dugouts to rero\"r what"",,-, 

there was in the way of food, drink, and "'l.uipm"'" leH 
behind. 

As I 00sef\'ed the Kene. the wi"d CUt sm.ight 
through my windproof, polar-flet« jaoht and pourro 
down my neck, (voking a rdlwve .hi", •. I imagine the 
wind. origin~ting from ,now-capped peaks far 10 the 
toUlh in the Alp$, or perhaps from the Nonh Se:a. It is 
jUlit plain r:lW t..re. 

[ had read in my ""ncrable 19J5-vimage &'Iide
book, AmerU:"~ Armj~l ,md B.ftfifr~fds;~ E",~, thlt 
the monument to the 37htlnftntry by which I .[<xxl 
'i, inl<:<:e5Sible by automobik"' That is stiU true. I 
hid I.ft my ",mal car .bout a hili. kilometer bock 
~nd walked down. muddy II'1I.Ck, scnmbling und~r. 
Inrbed wire ~n~ ((I stand h.re by the monument . 
The .ton~ ~lisk ap~an much a. il doe:s in Ih~ 
book, ex«pl the", is a large chunk brolt.:n off Ihe top. 
A 'ign laid. at th~ base by the American Battlefield 
Mo~um.~t5 Commission teu.. me that the monu· 
ment was damaged by ,hellfire in Jun. of 1'140, 

By Taylor V. Beattie 

during World Wu II, 01"" wh~t I h~"" <"OItIe to know 1$ 

the G",at Wu. Ch.ptaT .... ". The r,":c of the monu· 
ment .l>Otes: 

DEDICATED 

TO TI IE M EMOI{Y 

OF MEMHERS OFTH E 

3715T IU.U.S. 
WIIOFF.I .I.AT 

COTE IRR, HUSSY FERME 

ARDEUlL, !\'IONTFAUXElLES 

ANDTRI ~;R.S FERME 

SEPn.".!\1BER 28-OCTOBER 9 

1918 

ERECTED nYTHEIR 

SURVI VING COMI{ADES 

Juot below th.", is ali,t of eight officc: ... killed in 
combat II the placc:. and betw".,n the do.", in-
5Cribed on th. monument. Th. ,id •• of the monu
ment Ii>! th. name!! of the 113 nonrommiuiuncd 
officc:n and private soldie" who a100 died in thot 
fighting. On the lefthand .ide a. you r'ce the 
monument, nineteen 'pa •• , down, filled with chip
ping gold paint, i, the name CORP FRErJD1 E 
STOWERS. This was the name I was looking for, 
the reason thn I was here overlooking B'l$5y Fum 
on this blustery day. 

I was first imroduoed to Corporal SlOW"trs, Of I 
shoukl Py me legacy of FrNdic SIOW"t"', in February 
1994 when I was nationed with my family;n Stuttgllt, 



(; er",.ny_ At ,1,., hc1"", of • !~ KHI 

friend I d''''id(~1 ,,, "1",nd • I"n!:" week 
end wi,h him ""plm;n" lI,e h.ttldidds 
of the Amer;,,,,n F.xpcd;,;on.ry Forc"" 
(kEY) ;n , lte I'.kn",-A 'l:"I(ne .rea of 
Franc..:! Q"r!,,, "'~, 0" ,I .. t carlier 
trip w •• • ' ,ltc Amer;",,,, Cc",clcry on 
,he Mcusc- Arb"-'''''c h.uldicld .t 
H.omagnc. Fran"" .• oout thirty kil",,,c
,"1'$ east of !\rdeui!. I h.d left ,hc 
ecmetery chapel and wa, meandering 
~Iong a row of cros~ "monl( 'hc 
14.426;n .hat ""metery when 'hc 1:1i", 
of unique gold lenering on onC of them 
caught my ele. The name on the cross 
w~s that ofF~die ~t<;JWe"'" <-orr'-"'AI 
;n the 37ht Infantry. 93<1 D;v;s;"n, 
whose ~ecipt of the I\k,hl of H,,"m 
entided him to the gold lettcri"". 
Taken with 'he notion that CorporA1 
StOW<:rs had been. Medal of Hono' 
Winner, I >looped down and sMpped a 
picru~. 

By 19'97. I had been ",,,,ib"'ed In 

the United Sro'es, and one d.y I fi",ml 
myself on mitirory bu,iness wA",le,;"" 
the halls of ,h. Pentagon, '-c'y much 
lost. As asking fur di=t;on. ;. " ,urc 
sign of ", .. kne", in the ",;I;,.,y, I 
ambled along until cv,,,,,,, ,,ll y I found 
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myself ,n the African American Hall of 
I-Ieroe,. Again my eye. ",ere attra~ted 
hy the glint of gold, this time from. 
Med.J of I Ion Or hanging in the middle 
of the di.play Case , The med~l be
longoo to Corporal Freddie Stowe .... 
my acquaintance from the Americ.n 
Cemetcry in Fr:lnce. I 1m terribk at 
reme!Hheri,,!; name., but I remem
hered th., name and what', more, I 
now rc.lizc~1 lhat Freddie Stowers w", 
hh"k,. ,IoLl,,!;I,t lhat had not occurred 
t<> mc. My ch.nce com""t with the 
I:,av" of Freddie Stowers in Fr:lnce and 
no", w;,10 h;, Mc~lal of [ Ionor hanging 
m .. , oJ,scure h.Jlway of the Pen'"gon 
w"-, a revelation . I fcso]ved ar that 
,nome"t to learn more abou, ,hi, m.n 
and I,i. "ory. 

I" the segregatoo Army of 1918, 
'wo -wl"red- division, in the lexkon of 
'he da)' wcre .-..ised for so;rvice i" 
Fr.nce. Freddie Stowe"", unit. the 
]7ht I"fantry, was one of fO<lf n-gi
mcnt. of the provisional 93<1 D;Y;.;on, 
which hod been furmed $Oldy of;"f. o 
try u"i1>. Soon .fter their ,,1T;v-AI ;" 
F .. nce these four regiment", oomlXJM:d 
of African Ameri".n enlisted IX' ''''''' 
ne! but 11rgd)' led by wh;'e ,,(fic~n;, 

1t,,1 heen "-,,;!:,,.d to the FretH;h Arm)'. 
'Il'e rc!,:""",,," served with di,tinction 
w;tI, ,h. French and e.rned man)' 
Frcnd, 1'''''0''. Freddie St",,'ers did 
no' ';"c to know thot he WO<lld be 
.w,,,hl the Med.J of IlonN 1S he 
.""cutnbd to hi. wO<lnds f:r.r from 
home ."d thing. famili.r on • lond)' 
w;nd,w"!,, 1,;11 i" Fr'<lCe on 28 Sep
tenrocr 1<J1H. 

I"deed ,he 1",,,,ess that would ul
t;m.rely le.d t" tl,at award only kg-.n 
'0 unfold •• ,'enty rears loter in 1988 
",I,el( Secretary of the Army John O. 
~b"I,. Jr., initiated an in,-estis:ation 
to determine whcthu there hod OC .. n 
.ny racial barrief$ to Aftiean An,.,,; 
can $Oldie", ,n the .ward of the 1\ Ic,bl 
ofl [onor. [n eotl), 199(1 /lrmy ;m'c,t; 
gotors discovered a Med,l of Honor 
reoommend.tion bc"ring ,h" n:n"e uf 
Corpot\l[ Stowers_ Two o(fiet:'" were 
di.patche<l ro prance 'tl rrA"k d"wn 
the Stowers 510ty. E~t<:"';"e ",search 
revuled 'har four Afr;ca" American 
soldiers h.d been n:co""nended for 
the " '[ed.) of Ho"or during World 
\Vat I. 'Ilrn:c "f ,hese aword ",com
mendOlion, hat! blOC" fully processed 
and hod resnhed ;" the ~\V",d of ,he 
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Dimngui,hed $crvice Cros •. A tOlal 
of '.15 Di!ili,,!;uish~~1 Sc.vi~c C .. >SSc>I 

w~,c p'Cknte<1 !O bl""k .. ,I.I'c", dUT
ing \Vor1o.l \V~. I. F"or rcn ..... un
k ....... n. 51 ....... .,..·, .w:o. .. l..,....,rnmcnd .. -
lion hod ne\'Cr 11«'1 ~d. So 
Sccn:tuy robRh', ",censor. Michael 
Stone. directed ,hat Corporal 
StoweR'S Mtdll of Honor T«ommen
d>lion be ffi()\~d forward through the 
!n'i~w p.-«e'l. Following unanimous 
~pproyaJ by the Stnior Army DecoN.
tion' Boud, the recommendation wa. 
endorw:l by the chairman of the Joint 
Chief, ofSt:>fT, Ceneral Colin Powell. 
.nd S~(ret<lry of Dcf.n~ Richard 
Ch~ncy •• nd forw..rded to tM presi
dent. On .24 Aplil 1991. some scv
cnt)"-thrtt )~iU"1 utu St""'~rs·. death 
;n combat, President Gwrgc H . W. 
Bush in a \Vhlle I I"" .. ce,.mony 
presented Fredd,e S,<Jwcn'. Me<I.1 of 
I iono. to h,. surviving ,i"."" 
Georg")' J\Jme. and l\h ry How;;m.' 

Ba.:k a, the J7ht Monum.n, 
above nuSiy F"~(t". I "Oll."lt my mod
ern map of the .rc •. Something i. 
wrong: thi. i. not Hill 188 •• I had 
assumed. In f""t, it i. nO' ",'lly even .. 
hill bu, .... h.r more of a fin!!", jull;,'11 
00' into tn. valley. BuSS)" Farm is WMn: 
it should be. as is BeUevue Signal 
Kidg<'. I pull out a copy of an old 
opcn.rion.U map of me arc. and ,""",h 
inlently, irritaled now as • fresh blast of 
icy wind sbps Ih. map back in my face 
.nd upowr my hud. Clote IS8 i • .outh 
of where I am lIanding now. My oon
,emporary map of Ih. Argonne pur
ch .. cd .t the Touris! Information 
Center in V.rdun shows the hiU mus 
•• Hill 194. In 1918 it was COte 18S.lf 
I w,Jnt to S« tM terrain as Corporal 
Srow.:tS "" .... it, I n«d ro get ""~r ro 
188. II.ducran, to Lca,~ 1M 3715. nbc
li'k. 1 Ii,,), ..... fOf • few more minuteS. 
On the fact: of tM forgo~n moo .. -
ment, "",II worn and unnoticed by me 
unlil now is an inscrip!ion: -Duke CI 
"""",urn ell pro puria mori'" The regi
lIIen' hod adoptro the~ words as irs 
,"gi,rt~,,"'1 mo'ro, d.spite th. fact tha, 
D,i,i.!> .... Idier-poet Wilfred Owen had 
coJlc-d ,lte l'h rue tht "old Lie- ' 

In e.rly Will Coe"e .... \ J"h" J. 
Pc",hing. <vm",.ndc. Qf tM Ameri
can ~;"'pcdition)fy Fom: •• h.d. prob
lem. Sin« Ihe arrinl of Ihe first U.S. 
''''''.,. in l::uropt, Ih. Brilish and 
Freneh had been clamoring for indi
vidual and unit tcplacements 10 .. rvc 
with their resp«li~ combat diyi.ion •. 
Guided by inilruttio". from Prt:Si · 
dent Woodrow Wilwn. "",..hi ,,); 
.imed to keep the A.E.I'. ",!;crl,cr. 
fighring liS an Americ. n .flny ..... ,h~r 
,han h •• ing i, distribu'ed \"n,,,,,",1 
to Allied for~e~. Pc •• hi,,); held firmly 
to this policy with ,,,,Iy • few exc"Cp
tions. ,h. mOil notable of which were 
Ih. four regiment~ of the 1,"""0"" .. 1 
'.I3d D"·,,,on. wluch f'C'Ju'n:<I"'l'l",rf 
ing dctTlC111t tit>! ,hc U.S. War Or-
1'''' .... n' did nol provide. l'ershing 
"fTc",,1 II..,.., regimen" '0 .n. French 
who, ha\';ng • number of African co
Ion'.1 unit. alre.dy, readily accepted 
Ihe afTer. Three of Iht regiment. of 
Ihe 93,1 Oivision, including the 371>t 
Infontry, ~re ~ssign.d 10 the Fourth 
Fl"Cllch Army. In Ine Seplember 1918 
Ihi ... my I.unched a drive north in 
Champagne .djoctn! and parallel to 
.h. U.S. Fint Anny's attack between 
'h" A'8"nne Fn"" • • nd .he ~.' ''''.., 
Rivu WhLlc the "hla .. k ,Ioo.'ghOOys" 
retained the .. U.S. un'fo.ms, 'h'"}' 
~re issued Fn:tlCh hdmcto, equip-

Ou,. K"ut Ammcun gnrnaJ 

simply put the hlade orphan 

in u hus!tt, Stt it on the 

doonttp oflhe Frtnrh, 

pulltd tht ht ll, und 'WnIt 

awOly. I SOlid this to a Frt nrh 

colontl w ith an ~£nglish 

spoirt n lHn~sjgn on him, 

Olnd he SOlid, ""~Ilomt lutlt 

hlat! baMit ." 

MOlj. A,.,hu,. Liftlt, 

369th [nfant,.y 

me"', ... ,ions, and .... e~pons. and rhey 
WQUld rely on thest the entire .ime 
,hey strved with the F reneh. Tn. "'g;
menlS ~re also rcorg>l",ze<1 'n ","COni 
with French ma""i"l: , .. hler.' 

Fn.~Mie S'L.IWI:rs. 'M grmdson of a 
olnc. waf born ;n Sandy Springs. 
A,,,krw,, COtlnty, Sooth C~rolin:t, in 
J."" lty 18%.' His draft regimarion 
( ... 1 lim him as. fl nn I. borer, Negro. 
'~ll , ~!.;nder, no disabiliry, with depen
.Ie'" wife. Hi. ,ign'fUre on the line 
mltke<f ",ignature or ma"," is $lilted. 
produced wi th an unsteady h.nd.' I 
felt ~ twinge of f.tmiliariry gl:mcing ~t 
his signaru~. Th. scrawled FrrJJi. 
Sf",",", is much like tM childlike .ig
nant", of Alvin C. York. the crxk .ho. 
from Ttnncutt. Like F"mklie Sf<IWO"I. 
Alvin York was • d .... f'co.: wi ,h li .. le 
formal eduat;""., h.ili"l: f .. ,,,, modesl 
ongins. 

Stowe .. wa. dn(",d Ind repomd 
for du,y ",," 0",01"" (')17. He was 
al,ill,,",1 tn Cn",p.",y C. 371$. Infan
!fr .• 1 C.ttLl' J."k",'n. Sourh Carolina. 
I Ie .h"wed I'm",i~ u • soldier .nd 
",ithin '''''' month, w:u promoled 10 

In;\'".'". fin' el'A." The regim.nt 
,"",J~d for Fr.nce in April 1918. 
Freddi~ Srowel"5 wa. 22 yea ... old .",1 
would not liVl: to <'Cld:rnte ."other 
binhday or '0 gc h.. h",,,e or hi, 
&milyagain. 

---,--
II", quile a walk up Cir'e 18S. 1 

find a fOlLd, or .... , h~r I ,],n mock, 
leading norThcall up Ihe hill h.lfway 
bel;WCen 'he villoge_ of Gr. "c"il . nd 
Fontaine-en-Dormois ."u'], " f 
Ardeuil. After reviewing uni, hi"""e. 
and operational m.ps of the day. I 
believe that this i. the approxim. te 
line of march th., Fredd,e S'<n...c1S 
.nd hi, company look .. they a!locka! 
the Gennm positions here on 28 Sq, 
~mber 1918." n." "'K,IL' no' h .. "" 
been cas,. for 'hem. for .Ithough I"m 
walking unencurn'",,,,rt by military 
gear. I"m winded by tllC Ii ..... I reach 
the lummi1. It i,. lung, gradual climb 
of "' lebl two kilomel~I"$, and I"m 
walking i",,, • ",~.dy wind. From the 
tOP of Il ill II!R ;. i~ .pp.rent th~t this 

" 



i, the domir..ring position, or in mili
t~ry j"W''' ,he "key ternin: in .he 
."'~. In O(her words, Whoc\'tf pos_ 
..,.onl rhis piett of ",.1 estale h.d .he 
.bi~ry 10 conlrol the surrounding ler
.... in Ihrough ,he us.. of his wupon 
1)'Slems, W ith good visibility the 
holder of C61e 188 muld s..e inlo his 
opponent'. line. for ",any miies, My 
ope .... ' ional m.p" .how ",C where 
German trench line. once u •• ,eJ. To' 
d.y the cntin: I,ill ;. f""'hly pl ....... ..t 
with 110 jign or Ire""h.,. '" shell 'n
•• 1"$. l1",.c "e, howe...,r, all ",ordlllate 
n"",I",. of .hell fr.rgmco,. Iyilll': oil 
atH"" 0".1 "'Ule .h. " • few 
un~lI"plod.J artilkry round •. ThC$' 
81·~.r-old duds were unemhed dur· 
ing. re~nl plowing and Ihrown off To 
Tnc side of .h. , .... c .. by an irriTatro 
f.ar"""r. Gi\'\:n the number of du<1$ .nd 
'M p"'pondentl« of shdl rngmtnt$-, 
I cOn<:h,de Ih., an .wful 10, of hot 
Sled flew uound he", in SepTember 
1'118. 

St.nding on C6te 188. [ try TO 
conju", the evenl1 of the baltic in 
1918. I I is dO\lbtful tha t 28 September 
1918 opellCd p:utiruJ.arly well for Cpt. 
Fn:ddit Slowers and Ihe men of 
Company C. 1st Battalion, J7111 In
fanuy. They had b«n w:&1 .. injlO for 
thn:e d.,.. wilh lillie or no oppo''''· 
niry for "'51 amid .he din of .rtillery 
ba''''gCI. If Freddie S,~rs wu mn
cerned that morning as he prep.",d TO 
alla,k a hill defended by a determined 
and experienced German force, he s.., 
.,ide I". fc ... and tended 10 the n«ds 
.. f the ..,Id,e •• in hi. "'Iuad. Corpo",1 
S">WCI> W"~. a """"omm155Joned of
f"", •. ~ It."",,~r. and as such plac:fi1 his 
me" fim. I imagine him moving 
." .... ng them joking, whISpering worth 
uf encouOlf;cment. chocking equip· 
"'''tit . • ,,,1 ensuring that ~very m~n 
...... reo,[y 1o do hi. duty on CI'>Ie 188. 

I .:an ~n~ each m.n condUCTing 
.n if11~ .. nal .ehcorsal of hi, actions on<:e 
..... k ... ~1 I .. Ollacl<. You we", more Ii~ly 
10 .",vi..., if you ""'" good al $l:l«ting 
a .,.)\t\."L~1 .nd conr:eoled route in The 
",.yhcm. \V,tlr "'"'" luck and S"ik 
yo" c,,,,I'[ ",ake i. to .he enemy t",nch 
lille. If Ihe enemy h.d not bugged out, 

18 "'"'" H"loty Winl .... 2003 

Medal ofHonorcikltion for 
Cpl. Fredtlk Slown-s'2 

Corpor~l Freddic Stowers, 1872491. dislingui,httl himself by 
exceptional heroism on 28 Stptcmbcr 1918 while serving a8 a SCjuarl 
leader in Company C, 371s1 Infantry Regiment, 93rl Division. Il is 
company w.s the lead company rluring an attack on H ill 188. 
Champagne Marne Sector, F!"ance, durinjlO World War I. A few 
minutes .fter the ~tt~ck ocgan, the enemy ceased firing and began 
climbing ul' onto the pat:lJ'Cls of I he t renches, holding up their arms 
as if wishing to surrender. The enemy'S actions nuscd thc American 
forces to cea$C fire .nd TO come out i"to the open. As Ihe (nmpeany 
started forwartl and wl,en within aboul 100 melen; nf the m:rrch line, 
the enemy jumped back into their trenches and greeted Corporal 
Stowers' company with ;nlerloc.king bands of machine gun fire and 
mOrtar fi ", causing well o\'er lifty percent casualties. Faced wilh 
incredible enemy resistance, Corponu Stowers look charge, sctTing 
such ~ CQur~gt:OU$ CJtample of personal hru"Cry and leadership th~t he 
in~pired hi. men to fnllow him in the .nack.. With extnwrdinuy 
heroism and ~omplete disregard of person:.tl danger under dCVlIstOling 
fire, he cnwlctl forwanllc:ading his SCju~d toward an enemy ma~hine 
gun nesl, which WllS (ausing heavy casualties to his company. Mter 
fierce figh ting, the machine gun posilion wa~ destroyed and the 
enemy soldien were killed. D isplaying great cou .... ge and inrrepidiry 
Corporal Stowers rontinued to rre~s the attack against a determined 
enemy. \Vhile cl"OwlinjlO forward and urging hi~ Illen to conTInue Ihe 
attack on a Kcoud trench line, he Wll5 gr:wely wounded by machine 
gun fire . Although Corporal S.owers was mortally woundl-d, he 
pressed forward, urging on rhe memocrs of Ius squad, unlil he died. 
Inspired by the Iteroism and display of bnvery of Corporal Stowers, 
his company conunued the anack against incredible odds, contribuI
ing 10 the capmrc of H ill 188 and causing heavy enemy c~sualties. 
Corporal Stowers' conspicuous gaHa"I ry, CJ<lfaordinary hetoism, and 
supreme dC\'''Iioll to Itis mell were well above and beyond the call of 
duty, follow the finest !l1i1dirions of milil;lr)' SCMCt', and rd1C<:1 Ihe 
utmost credi t on him and the Unilcd Sl~IClI Army . 

thaI'. w!JC", tM n::aI b,mk would ,tart. 

YO\I had one shot wiTh your F ... neh
is.ued. r.11 8S6 Lebel boh-action rifle. 
In a crowded trench )'Ou would nut 

h .. " lime to work .he bolt '" r-yde 
another round into )"OUr rille, .. , Y'''' 
would us.. )oor boYUflC' on • dcler-
mined enemy. I rw:ill ... adin): "",roe 
whe", ,hat bayonet ... ",,,,.1. C"auoed 
.oo...t 3 pef'ttnt of ,he C"atlUolI,a du.ing 
the Grea. W~r. That', 100 I",,,,,,nl for 
,hose p~trying, ,Iuhing, 0",1 II"usting 
in ,h~ narrow t..,,,eh whell eighl«n 

inch" of cold $lCd gel! p'"hetl 
through. f=. nt<Ck, or chc.t. ~:..,h 
man would menl.lly .d,u..., the 
llruggle becau,," e. ch W"JIltcd tn be on 
the right side or rhe h~J""c' when it 
was P",hed home. 

With sh.ill ",nco lhe oflkel"l' 
whistles .ipuled .he _ult at 0645 . 
and ,he """n of Company C 1un:1>rd 
fotw.",1 in II", altolck.. 1l>e going wu 
I"UIlgh: , .,e.dy Ihough somrrwhot 
.hielded uphill dimb ajlOain" a hill of 
machine II"" "nd mO.W f,re. r,len in 



/I1.~~"'ml I. ,"'.J? 1.'1 fnJ4nl,] 

I."" AnkMU. /· .... n" 

from .,><.1 lJchi,,<.l Ix.-g." ,., r~ll. y.:f 
Corponl SlOWtf"ll<ept hi. men moving 
uphiU into Ihe leelh of the light. 
Abruptly. 1M Ii~ from the German 
trrnd.e~ 10 Ihe right ~osed. and the: 
Germ~n1 O"IIwled up onto the pat'lIpcts 

of the" 1~1I(Che1, hand. '" the oir :rnd 
yelling ·Ka~rad: meoning thot they 
wished 10 iur~nder. 

The ienie of ",be{ felt hy the 
men of Company C mu,t hove he""" 
overwhdming. Cautiou.ly the 
Americans m~d for ...... r<.l to roun.1 
up the German prioone .. lI.nd per
h~p$ g",b .ome good 50Uvenirs or 
exln rotion,. Some mu.t have 
Ihought thn if they could hold this 
hill and repulse 1lIIy imminent coun
te"'lI~ck, there migh t ju.t be time ror 
some food and resi. The AmuiciI'" 
.. ,,'" out In the opcn now. ]00 meters 
f.om the Germ.ns 5totnding on the 
[l, npcIS, when .nother .hrill whIStle 
"''''I<hl, thil time from wllhin the 
Germm linel. 

'n'e hc"',.,forc-." .... n
dcring Gerrruons re. cttd to 
th" \>m.lclorm;noo sign:ol by 
jtom",n!: b>ck down behind 
t\",;r machirw: 8"RS .0 de
live, murderous fi~ into the 
ranla of the a~ 
Arm>rirtnl, Thi. wo. the 
dirtiest of mart,a1 tricks
feigning ... rrender. lmmedi
iltely the neorby Americ:o.n' 
took SO Iltre..,t C" .. ,u~hi",. 

Fif"lt J.'.James G. R~ ",,~y,. 
1,10'0<", Ic;ulcr whn h.d .1-
ready I ...... ~l wtK,,,,kd, h. d 
had hi~ 1ll,,11 COlllimle fi. ing 
dunng ,he p"t.ti"" .nm;n· 
00, ., .... " Iii. l>l~' .. nll h",1 
been ",", ... nl: .,.,."Iy .... . 
chi.oc ~n fir" {reMn f.rther 
down II", Cell"." Ii"". He 
'00 wu 'M)w .....,., halrn!, 
. 'M\ hi. rbtoon ,ook CO\"r 
in ~n ~b~ndorw:d ,~nch . 

A, Company C found 
inelf pinned down di~ct ly 
in front of ' he German mll 

chine 8"n., Companies D 
~nd D a,tacked on either 

.i'!e • • ,,1 "'"n." .... .! 10 ootl1>nk .he 
C.,m. nl who h. d h .. hed ,he advance 
uf CU"'I"'"y C . The AmeriC1lns 
l.und .. :d ,hei, final"" ackon Hill 188 
"' ",idd.y, md their en{~lding f,~ led 
many of 'he Germ ..... to run norlh 
to,,"ud Bus~y Fum, affording acel 
len' ,argets to Ihe A1IItric:o.n •. 11,0'" 
who stood ,he .. ]i;round we", di, 
patched with the h. ),,,"et. A, l\h j. 
Joseph II. I'.te, c<""'n~,,,lcr " f the I" 
tlaul lion, 371~1 In r .. ".y, .tte"cd, 
-The ron . 1 I,h. "" ,,( thil anault wa, 
""t"'n,ely ].:,uc,om" ill oor men could 
1Iul be """ ..... ;''''<1 from wre.king .heir 
VCtlI:"."CC "I~MI the ,,".my who had 
10 ih. " .... ful1y cntrdl'J"'d thei, com
... de. e~tlic' ,h., "'",ning:" 

DU l i,,~ tl .... f,~hl fo, li ill ]88, 
Coml'""y C c. I""",d one of Ihe four 
o. ""'''' ",.chine 8"ns ,hal 00-
"ru<.1cd their batl1lion's advance. 
Corpan.1 Slowers led his s.quad'. at
tack. on Ihi . gun, n Uying Ihe ,"en ., 
they c",wled .long the grn L",,1 ", . 
word it, lnd they even tu.lly killed o. 
dro"e of1" ,he Germ.n ",Idie" who 
had m. nned it. The rc •• e. ti ng G er
m.ns rea~semhlc;l in • ,,,,",h linc to 

9Jd f)i,';,;'" #I/'/'''' "I~~ In Ibt Purl of 1I.&.fflt ~/IOn ,lNir ,""urn fro'" Joiu.,,,. 
F,hrunrylYIY 

" 

t 

l , 



,he re", .nd Corpo,,1 Stowe'll apin 
led hi' "I""] ~, i, I"e.",d 'he a":I<"k. 
A, ],e "Ival,,:cd ,ow .. d Ihe "ec~lnrl 

're"d" ("'IHotai Stowe," irA' hi" 
),;r.vc!y wo,,"ded ],y ",""hi lie g"" 
fire. Pml,li<; lay .. ill (,ot " "",,,,,,111, 
, lid 'hen, mnning on .d.-.;n,line. 
shook off ,he pain and ront;nu,d '0 
l .. d ,he charg<' . Ev.:ntually, h, ~nt 
down again . thi s time exhausted from 
his wounds. Ul1ering words of en
couragement , he urged his men to 
press formord without him. Their 
collective blood ml' up, . nd the men 
of Freddie Stowe,,', banal;oo contin
ued the mack i"'pirod by hi, leader
ship a nd b .... very in Ihe face of ovet
whelming fi""power. And SO they 
p,..,s""d on .nd ch",cd ,..,trc. ting 
Germans offeote (88. Flushed f!"(lm 
cover, the Cermans fough, in de,
p"r:t.I;On, ""m~ dropping their weap
ons .nd shout ing "K.merad: this 
time in c.ndor. A numbrr ofCum,n 
,oldiers lighting on 'hat op"n plain 
north of COR 188 died Of ,he cnd of 
a b.yonu moun<ed on a Fr",.h 
Lcbrl rifle carried by a soldier of ,he 
371S!, reaping ,h crop ,own with 
their e.rl ier "Kamcrad" ru,e . 

Somewhe,.., back on (ote 18S, 
Cpl. Fn:ddie Stowe,", died in the oom
p""y of wldiers he in'pin;d in t],e 
midst of 3 gre" I~", that would not be 
rtoogni~M for another ""v.:nty-threc 

NOTI:S 
I. 0""" ,...,.. ,I", L..o,i" ...... .J, fr",n 

II"""",. 0Jn. llw\: 3. o.Jo:- 2 (On Vi" ... ):I".,y 
an bt: ,,.n,L.,w., 'It i, ,,,,,,,, .. xl 1"" ... bJ< 
'u die r", ... ",', '''''''''y." 

2 A"",;' .. A.min ~nJ R."bFooIJ< ,. liM_ 
"'/" (W."';ng''''', II.C., IVJK), r- ."11\ t. 

J . I 1m in<i<ht<d,~ ,",. ('..<>I . RCHUki &w_ 
m.n, wt.o in r'" Mo' .... <>f ,hi, rnp ",.need in 
m<. ,n ino,"" ,n" .... ,n ,r>d ""1"<1 tOr ,he 
"""'". .. of ,,,. A",,";".n F.xp«li'ion"Y FotC<I 
ofl~IS. 

4. C ... S"",,,,,,,,y. n.d. It99I1, ",bj...·', 
Mo:d.l ~f fWnox, C"'~ FrnIili< $,owo,> 
(Do<c.""d). W",41 \¥., l. lib of ,,,. Mih, .. y 
AWlOru. S,..,,,h, T",.J ,\,,,,y p",,,,,,,,,,,, Com· 
m'''''' AJ...nd,;', V • . 

S. M", .... C.p! 1::" .. ", &-om"""",, tOr ""n' 
... ny WI"'''''''"'''''' 371>, 'nf.n,'Y,« . 1., 2 0.< 
1918. I"in''''] in C,""", D. tI,.,...-o<><~ Nq;r> 
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ye.,",. Hi. f.mily, in p.rticubr hi, wife 
1'"",1 ar,,1 )"0''''1: d'''l:hler Mirltli~ Lee 
Swwcr., IIn'ware of hi. brAvery, 
",ou"",,1 hi, ,le",h and ,hen li ke "" 
"''''y widow:. .r,, ! "'phan, of ,he Cn;a' 
W". ""wcd on wi,h ' hcir liv,,,. 

l.)e,kbound "' Fort Leavenworth, 
Kan$a~, in 2002, my mind often "rays 
10 the quielM trenches and poppy
strewn battlefields oflhe Gn:at War. I 
think of the 371$1 obrlisk . standing 
alone on the 'idge, broken but un
bowed, sentinel-like, maintaining si
lent w.tch ove, haHo~d ground 
where, on 18 September 1918, 29 
soldiers of the 371 .. wc,.., killed and 
170, including 10 ofliee,", WeTe 
wwnded. Th= of the wounded, in
cI"d ing two lie,,'cnan", b'er d ie,1 of 
their WOllnd,. '· I c,,,,.i.Jer the ;",cTip
tion "I)ulee C! decorum c", pro pa l,i. 
mori.- W hether it i, ;n (:,("\ swee' '0 
die for one', country can only re,lIy I .. , 
known by soldiers like Fn.~ldie 

~towers and \Vilfred Owen." I ""OW 

thi', that of all the .ct, of heroism 
known .nd unknown achieved by Ihe 
soldiers of the A. E. I<:, one ch,,"c'eri._ 
,ic d;"in~:ui,hed ,h""c of 'hc hh,·k 
doughboy. Although Ihe Afri""Tl 
American ""'J:!,'leri nli . ,u ly "ove, 
t],en;" fOT " '"""""y ,ha' he I""cd, he 
retu'ned to a w""try ,hal d id "0' 
necessarily love him b'ck. 

~I .,-,....,,;. ,,,, 'fuM Wa" 'I INI S"'y-f,h< 
)71" I./i'"'ry (\\ ''''''_''''t, MoW., 1'128), p. 23~. 

6. Art",,, E. 1I.",.,,,.r>d Root,,< Henri. 
TIN Uok"","," .'ioIJ;'", ilfnt.~-ilO<iI"U4. T'"'fJ 
;. 'fuM W~rI (N<w Y<>rk, t9%) po 111. 

7. Hoywood. Nq;r> Q",Wt T-r. PI'- n-
3-4;Johnj. PcnIU"I;lo MJ~ '" ,IN It-:..kI 
11!1r.2 vob. (N,-w Y..,.k. (9)1). IJ7-38, 291. 2: '17. 

S. It i, beli"w ,I .. , ... ",,,1 of ,h. 
S,_,r; f. ,,,ili., uf AnJ .. "", C"un'y, SoU'" 
C.w~n •. h,,·< '"'" "";"g< '0 .J,.o<'" 
'I .. , Coun'y, G<o,!:", ."d fO. ,I.v< own" 
'h,,,, n .. ,,,d F .. ",i, C.in . S'O""<I>. I" ..... 
" .. "Ot ""h judy S,,,,,",,,. 5iddow-.y. 19 ~I·" 
2(m. 

~. R'!l'" .. tion C.ni ''''- 71. F,-,,&J" 
S""""ts, microfilm,.,. 1,852.493 . .-",nay' 'i._ 
'0<)' L,br>:y, 5.1< L..ok.: Ci'~. Utah, '''I')" r"'"" 
vi<kd to .u,,,,"" by j..Jy S"--<f> S;Mow'y. 

The Fir .. Wnrld \ V.r trllly ",h
"",I in ' he 'url",le,,1 (w~"tielh Cell 
""y. A,. l:e"C" 'i,,", ,],e A.E.E vel 
er.ns e"durcd the Cre.1 o"prc .. io", 
r" ... ",I."d IIurlured Ihose whom Tom 
Brobw h. called the "greatest gen
c"li" .. ,- ."d-k .. "wi,,~ li,,!l .. nd the 
horror; of W • .----,;cll' th<:;r ""I< and 
daughters b,,\: for 'he 'c'<'o"'! . ",1 
d .. i,i"" round of ,he cen"It).', I:rC>I 
blood argument. The Gn;" W.r ""',. 
rendezvous with glory and dest;ny to 

men like Sgt. Alvin York and G~ncr.1 

Pershing. Hut for an American hero 
like Cpl. Freddie S'owers, i, w., an 
appointment with eternity on Hill 
1 88. 

TheAuthor 

I, •. Col. T. yl<>r V. lkalti<:, • R'guJ .. 
Ar,ny .yeci..J fo",., officer, ".<Ms 
in .he Dc!","",,"n' ru)"';n, .nd Mul
tin .. ion'! Opcr.tiu", uf ,h. Com
mand and G .... ral StruT CoU~ "' 
1'0" r ... " ",nworth, K.nsu. He h .. 
.... ·cd ill Operation, JO'NT E,,
'W.AV{)R in B""IIi. and ASSURm R._ 
~1'0'''. in Liben. .nd in ... igu
men" in 1'>0."' •• Germ.ny. Turkty. 
.nd h.ly. H •. MId • • oochclor', de 
g= ill cultun.! ."tiuopology from 
tho Un'vttsllY of Debw.", . Hi,.r
.ide "In Sc.rch o[York.: 1\1.". My,h 
& Legend" 'ppt.",d ,n ,he S"m
mo..-I'all 2000 i"ue of Army HiJ'.? 
(No. 50). 

10. IV. j. ~1'JQii""",. BI",~ &/Jy" i. 
W ... /.t W..,. I .. An,h,o., P;,~., ~"" (h." 
e",.,;,,- f50"lb Carol;." (5<:,,..,., S.C., I'I'H). 

11. H,ywuuol. N?;" C-"" '1 __ ,., 

1'1'·'61-+0 
1l. 1I .. "."""n' ru ,,,. Army C<n<t:il Or 

&" ""- I I, 11 ~ !.y I?'.II. 
13. IhHJ., f'I'. 104 b9, wi,h ,he ~uol«l 

wotd. on I' lo~. 
14. The ooIoJion kilk<! ."d wwn<i<" " .. 

b.«u .nd ,r.. """"''' .,f til< """,,,ttv """",k.i 
011"-...... "'" ,1"",...,11n ;h"l.. f'I'. 272 7', IN,.,. 

11. Wi,f",t 0,,"" O<n~d ... <>,~.in in 
,,,. 'I,i" .h M. n<:bc.«r R~imt:n" ll .... ., 
,itl«! ,n ",lion <>II 4 Novcn'l;.:, 1918 ,.";1<
ttp"f: '" ksJ hi. men ocr<»> ,I", S.",hn- C.n..!. 
Sot Wilfr<d 0 ..... ". c.Jk<,nI I\;,.",..t . C. o..y 
L<Wi, (New Yu.k. 1%5), p . • 



Letters to the Editor 

n.lbt Etli/Dr. 
I would like to briefly Wlirm 

Chula R. Anderson's ~w of my 
wur\<, TIN &>111_ if Ap 8M, Viti""'" 
(,1""'J lIisl~, Spring-Summer 2002, 
pp. 39-40). We both agree 1M-I l ~ukr 
....,king an overview of the hallie 
should search elsewhere. My book, 
h~~r. is a monograph and as sucl. 
contains considerably more th""" hricf 
5\lmmary of the ilCIion. 1rnlc:c:d. "'y 
goai-whid. I hel;., ... " I hoYt: O«QITI

plilh~ 10 pn:sc:n. II", bank: in 
dct~illnd by 50 doing =1 K'VI:ral of 
,he mimkcs and mis~m:ptioM that 
ourTOOnd II still. 

Although I\Q one, kist of:r.!l my· 
~lf, l'an Ix immune 10 c.ilidsm, I do 

Managing Edimr 
Army l lislory 
U.S. Army Cemer ofMili!~ry Hi .. ",y 
103 Thin! Ave, 
FOil Lo1c1 J. McNair, D.C. 203 19-5058 

...- sc:nd ~n c-m~i l .o 

"harl"".hcndri(~qda.army.m il 

lake "",,,epl ion I<l th., ,,'·c .. ~11 fUr>< lind 
substance of Ihe ",view, CL"Tlainly I 
.houkI be taken to tl. k fo< faulty ow 

incomplete resHrch, Ibwol ">w~' OT 

misrepresentation of eVide .. ce, hut I 
couJd 001 Ii .. d ~h • ..,.u"" in Ihe 
~;ew [0 ),"'''C''''C ouch ~ h".hnCSll of 
tone. Nor ,~, 1 ',,'fCC th.llhcre i,"much 
In 'I",,,,i ,,,, in ' I\x'uki presentation 
and inte'I',,,,, . i,,n ." I\;I on ormiC$ fight 
n 'hey h.ve '",iMd. and to describe 
I~ bank witllOUt p~nling the 
hclligen:nf!;' domiM, ' .... ;II;n3. ~nd Of-

gan;,..,tioou! kM:kWt>u, .... ",,,uld not be 
in keeping with the lIook" IK''1'""''' My 
research did ;nd",k """ICf<KlS occond
ory sources, as one Wfluld ""1""" ;n .ny 
monogn.ph, but origll,al m"""!,,,, t .... f-

Ii(, reporu by !I'e po.rti'ipantl, and 
<>Iher rontempor.ory documents 'OnSl;
rure .he m.jority of the book'i o:vi
<.kntt. As to ,~ work's ;nttrpmauon~, 

if my rorocloslons 1uI'l: b«n -aU known 
for dttades," then the ;nterp<ct.tino,. 
leading 10 those cornnl<lnly ~c""I',,,,1 
",,,dusions mm! not be'luc,[i"" . hle. 

In sho rt. [ . [and by my bclids that 
the work ""hie.c. i l> l'UlI" '!IC of dct:lil
ing and ex"l.in;ng the ... usa and re
>ult. uf ,hi. of'" ,,-mi ... .,p~ntt<! 
bank •• '" ,ha' ;, ,,, __ ,. tnU("h mon: 
rdev.n.ce and merit than Ihe ,~-vicw 

~-~ 

David]\1. Tocuk 
Harker Heights, Texli 

In Memoriam:James F. Schnabel 
Lt, Col. J-.mes F. Schnabel, whu _"",1:os an Anny 

histori.n from 1~4~ unullm rc\;reme", fmln .he Amt)" 
in 1964, died on 18 IHccmher 2002 al the agc "f 84. Hc 
enlisted in the Army in 1942 and "' .. commi .. i"t1cd.,. 
lield mil1ery offICer in Jan~al)' 19~J. Afler WUTld W., 
ll. he served as a war crimes ;1l\"l$tigalor in Geoll.ny. 
He wlS assignt<! to Ihe M,ll1ary Ili<lo.y SU.". KIIl of 
~neral H eadquarters. Far Easl Cumm:>.nd, in Tok,... in 
1949 an.d wotkd io thai npaory unl,) u.., last "K,,,,h. 
of l~ Ko=n Wu. H e nme 10 Ihe Office of the Chief 
of M'['tv)· H istory in May 19SJ. In 1956 he wt."1" 10 
Por;, "' thirl" hi!Torian for Supreme I lead'lu~,[co-;, 
Alli"d I'owcrs, Europe. He ~rurned to OCM H ;n 

1%0. Mler his reti~menl from lhe Am,)", he ",,,tk,,d (or 
twenty y~ars as a stl.ffhillorian In the Off"'e of ,h" Join, 
Chid'. of Staff. 

Colonel Schn.bd wu the author of Po/i,y ,md 
I)jmljon: TIN Fiw Y,ar (CMH, 1~72), :I. volume in 
the feries United SI:l.les Army in the K"fe • ., \Var. He 
a[w "'fOre Volume I . t'US-I'N7, :>."'[ n",,,,hortd 
\'ol"me 3, TIN K~rtt." iVa" of 11"/,,,), ttftbt Jaint Chj~/! 
4f Sraff T/x jeinl Chit/! 4f Stuff ,,,"i NlltiafJI,I IMry. 
Mich.el G[n'er. Inc .. lirsl pub[,.hed 111"5<: vulumes 
without indexes io 1~79: the Office of Joinl HiJlory 
;>llIed indexed editions of them in 1996 .nd 1998, 
rCill<:ctiveJ)". 

" 
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The s."-;"'y of Milil~'y H i"ury ... iIlIM,ld ito sc",-~"ie'" 
~rtrtual " ...... ~i,,1: a' tI", \Jni .... :ni'y "fTc",,,,"",,,, ., Knoxyille 
00 1-4 M.y 200.1. The: 11",,11< uf ,he ,,>cc,i,,~ will he d", 
""Jr,.,y .".1 _,e'y durin!; pcTiuds uf Jo"ocs,;" ,,,~i>. 
Infoon.noo "00,,, rq:;.,enng for ,he: mee,ing is • .,.,labk., 
INIp;/AlJw"u"'h-htf·~{t),y: 

n.c C ..... ocil On A,,,.,.ica·~ r.ltli'a,y r,lSt w,ll hold i,~ 

,hillY •• :, ..... ,,'h .n,,1l.11l1ili,.ry hi." ... v """(CIC''''' 0" 7-11 
Moy 2003 i" S,. J.oui •• Mi.......,ri. The <,~,(ercl"" will 
hi):hligh' P'I"'''' on A'my ""plor.'ion of ,he A",e,il"" 
Wes., begioning wi,h ,h~ Vwi. and Clark c:lC1 ... -di.ion. 
Furrhu inform~.io" about lh~ confe~"c, may bc obTained 
a, bllp:lIwww.(u",pjQmp.Qrgl2()()J962()(An!trm«.hlm. 

AUSlral ian Army Publishes Vietnam \ VaT 
Confere nce I'roceedings 

The AnllY 11'5'ury Unil of ,he Austrah,,, lxI''''''''''''' 
of Defence, C"nbe:rra, has published TIN AIUI,.!;,,,. A,,,,, 
tlnd fIN Vitfn"", 11&" 1962-1'172: TIN:JQ02 Chiif 0/ A,,,,,; 
Mdil"? 11111_'1 Olt/firm't, (di~d by 1'I:."r Denni$ and 
J"tf~y G~y. The book cOnt:lins twenty esup by ronfc,· 
enee par,i,ipa"'s, including I"'pers by Cen.er hi"orian 
Dale Andrade; former Center historian Edward D~.; and 
Roger Spiller, George C. M.rsh.1l Professor of I\l ili, .. y 
[Iinory., ,he U.S. Army Command and G~ner.tl S,.ff 
College, The volume "'~y be: purehilscd for AUDS20, ~ 
price ,hal ,ndo.u!el th~ cost of mailing, frol1l ,hc Army 
History UOII. C I'4-2~3I, IXpmme", of IXfene~. 

CanbeTra, ACT 2600. AUSlr.tlia. 

N ew C en ler ofl\1 i1itllry H isto ry I'ubl iatt ions 

n", c."" ... of !\1ili,uy Hi.lory h .. i ... ",,1 In "l'd.,CtI 
,,,,,,i,,,, or i .. cn HOM sc. c"lilk.~1 U"iuJ Slate> A'm, ""J 
I'" KQfflI" II: ... 'l1,i, 'hn:c-di.k SCI "', ... "It ......... in ,Iigi •• ! 
fot'" fo'" ""1m,,,," of .he .. :ri,,,, UnilL~1 S,.,"" A,n.y in tI'e 
Korean War, five ""-'''ogr"l'h. n;1.,inf: ,,, 'hc K",c"n \V.r, 
tw<l pictorial m,die' of Korea ;n \<)50- 53, ",,01 the f,ve 
rommemor;rti, .... brochu~, .nd fi'" commemo,",ive IWIS.e," 

ilSu~d for the fiftielh annivc",.ty of the wu. Anny l~oI,'i,·.· 
lion a«()OJ'" holders may order thi. Cll-HOI-. 1 ""I f,,,,,, ,I", 
Army l'ublica.;Ot\1 Distribution Cen,er-St, I"",i ... I-.lelll 
bers of the public may pun:ha.r: tm. CU-HOI-. 1 SCI (n, .... he 
~rrunocnt ['fin.;ng Off>ce for S24 "ndCT unle. ",,,,,Itc. 
OOS---{)29..oo36S- I. 

Th~ C(nr~. ha, al"" i ... ",,1 • 111 I>af.'" I"""'phk. by 
Riehml W. Slewan enl;I",,1 7-". U ... lnJ Sf"ln A,,,,, '" 
So"",I;II, 1991- 1094. 1 k SIl:WU' ... ,.""d in O,,(:ralloo CON· 
llSUE HoPE in Somali •. This 1'"loliCl,i,," i, ,,110 a"Aibbk 10 
Army publication aCCOllnt hol,le", fnnll ,he Army l>Ub~ca· 
,ions Diwibution Cen'er-Sl. 1. .. "i •. It win he • .,.iI"ble for 
pun:h.sc from ,he (jovc.nmcn, l',i" ,i"l1 orr" ..... b", neith~r 
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its order nllmbe:r ..or it1 price h.d bttn de,ermined by the 
time this issue of Arm] HjJ/or, ~III 10 p~ ... 

U lltcr Publi~he§ A nnual A r",y IliJ;t o rical Program 
and Oi r~c[ory 

The Army Ccnfer ,,( Mili,~ry !-Ii .. ",)' lou issued the 
Ann, Hi"""",, ~"" Fix'" \"" 10m. This docume", 
rq>OIt$ the:t<.'tiVitics of the C:nwf .,M! ",1 ... -. Ann)' e""nellls 
with lunstantial hisrori",! P"W''''.; Ii,,, w",-b 1~,'~;,h .. ~I, in 
progn:ss. and projecrro; and P":~"t; Army M ",,-,un Sys,em 
It:n istia. Th" Cenrcr i. oJ", publi51,int: ." Army HiUOT,aJ 
Dirnlo'1. 2f.IW. liSling the names, bu,i""" addcc"",", "nd 
OIhe, contact information about Army hisrori.n,.nd 011", .. 
:ossoci.ted with Anny historical work. It is inticip>ted tha, 
,he "eW dJrectOfy win appc-;It prior ro ,he publitation of Ihi. 
Winre. 200J m..c of Arm, iii"..,. The." l'ubl ..... 'io". are 
be:ing di5lriburro widely within ,I", An"y hiw>f'ical commu
ni~ st:lffen who dcal wi.h Army hi.,,,.;""1 ... orIr. mo.,. ""IlI6I 
additional ropic:IlTor .. H. C"dy I"hillips by phooe at 202-685-
26240< by e'rutil at f'/tjU"fl'E.9 '/u "NIfJ'",J. 

M~j", AQ"'~ """ KIl .... lJgr. AIi_";l/lln 

Army Histori:ln ~ Mobi l i~.cd To Serv~ 
in the Middle u st 

Army Rcsen--.: L •. C"I. Th,~na. M. Ryan, 90th ~ 
Command hi"orian, h~, heen mob,]'ud 10 scn>: ..... Third 
Army hi",ori,n in Kuwait. In d"" ca~it)' he ~1, 
Army R~ r.h j. Jolm AatWn, who w.s mobili=' 1<,,
Ih01 f'O"ition ill M.y 2002. When no, in uniform./bfSCn i. 
dir«IOf or .hI: AirlM.me and S,l«iai Operation. I-. I ll"-~nn in 
F,)""",,illc, N.C. l ie is sl ated 10 conlin"" ~n):'.f:i",~ m 



historical duties for Third Army until M ay 2003. During 
il.hjor Aarsen·s absence, Dr. John Duw.!l has been scrving 
as imerim director of the Airborne and Special Opention. 
Museum. 

Military H istory Offices Issue Vietnam 'Va. and 
Korean \Va, Publicalions 

The Omce of Joint History h .. published a book by 
Wi!!.,,1 J. Webb, Thr Join! Chiif' of Slaff and Ihr Wi" il! 
Vinnam. 1969-1970. Thi, 3S0-page ,,,,lume may be pur
chased from the Govemment PrinTing O ffice for $46 under 
wder number OOS-OOO-OO752-7. 

The i\brine Corps H istory and Museums Division has 
issued a 132-page. softCO':er bookiet b,- r~lired Marine Brig. 
Gen. Edwin H. Simmons. Froz.rn Ch<isin: u.s. Mari" .. allhr 
Charlgiil! 1U~rwi., in il$ Marines in rhe Korean War 
Commemorative Series. Thi. publication m.y be purch .. ",d 

from the Government Priming Off,ce for 117 "rule, u"ln 
number 00&-055-00229-0. 

SllCcial Forccg Ag"""iatiu" Is, ue, 
C uldenJubilee History 

The Sp«ial ['"orees Association ha, i,med a 344-1'>'),:", 
mag. zine-format history. Sperial Forw: TIN Fi", Fijiy Y"",.: 
Tlx Uniltd Statts Army Special Forw. 1952-2002. n,,, pu1,li
cation includes contributions by CMI I I Iistorie. Di,i.in" 
chief Richard Stewart. John F. Kennedy Sl'tti.J W" f>.re 
Center and School histori an Kenneth Finl.,-,;()n, Ii",uer 
U.S. Army Special OpeN.tions Command histori." Joseph 
It Fischer. and Ihe staff of the U.S. Army John F. K"'l1It~ly 
Sp«ial \Varfare Museum. It IIl ' J he p"rcha,oo for S25 by 
sending. chock . nd the order fur", !~"'t"d at btl/,:II 
www.ifahq.o.gI50Ih..;y<<< • .-orJ .. ..fo.m.hlm to the address 
.hown 01' the form. 

Smithsonian Mounts Military Academy Bicentennial Exhibit 
To ,,,,kbrAt<; the bicentennial of The Uni~ State, 

Mili,"ry Academy, the Smirhsonian InstiTUtion's Na
tiun.l Mo""um uf American H i,tory in Washington, 
O.C., in Cktobrr 2002 opened an a!ensive special 
uhibit, "West I'oint in the Makingof Am~rica, 1802-
1918."Th. exhibit will remain on view on rhe third 
floor of the museum until January 2004. P.qnrcd with 
"'PP'''' from the U.S. Army Cenrer of Mili,ary J-h s
tmy .",1 .he Army Historical FoundaTion, the exhibit 
f"""i;<:S.m .he livell of ""me fumous and some less well 
known W"'" P"iru 1. ...... .1".1<;8 ,,·ho helped shape the 
Uniled Slates as it Itn:w fr",,, . new nati,," to a world 
powe, belween IS02 and 1918. 

The ""hi bit .Iso include, cnj.,raging ani";ri.,. for 
younger vi,itors, ogC"S 5 .nd al~lve-.he opportunity 
10 unpack a cadet footlocker in the H.",l,-on Hi , 
lOry Room (second 1100') and to explore in Ih. 
I lands-on Science Center (Iirst floo') the Trunk of 
Gou,·erneur K. Warren. CL.., of 1850, whu ,·o11eered 
".rur:aJ history 'p"cimens rur the Smj thsoni.n during 
hi, exploration of the " u.rhem Cn:.t Plain. in the 
1850.. A brochure ' '''''''npar'ying .he exhibit unfolds 
to depict a dn"ble-p"ge ill".",,,iun, ·C3det Life at 
W~SI POint." that first app"arttl in Harp"; Wu~ry on 
4 July 1868. Vi,ito,.., seeking. mon: sulmamive 
sou,-enir m.y purch.,e • 160 paj.,'" ,'Omp.nion book, 
Wm Poinl in Ihr Making 0/ Ammr~, for S24.95. An 
idditional .h'pping ch.rge of 16.95 fOT domestic 
Fedex deliv~ry applies to telephone ur<letS, which 
may be placed by c.lling 202-343-104S. The 
Smithsonian has also cn:ared .n """,,\lent web,;te, 

W~!:ir POIl'\.'T 
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~ttrllwww.«m~ri(<< .. hulory.n.rJrV"Wt!.ljH>inf.rh.t c.p
tu"" virtually every aspect of the exhibit. 
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""Iuin: ruunli"",,,,,, Wilh rhe: Co::n lcr, II lanwhik, in Alaflta 
rhe: 172<1 Infanlry Krig:odc is pn:p.1ring for it< com~rsion 
inlO a SlJ)hT brigade. In oonjuncrion with rhe r-.lili!UJ' 
Aw:trd. S""nch of the TOI;tI Army P.nonnel Command, OUr 
fortt 5(rucrun: histori~ns alT~nged for rh~ i$Suance of a 

memgr .. n' worldwide regmling ,he de'ermin~,ion o( 
clmp~ign cn:di' fur unill ,h~t h~..., K,,~d or art serving in 
Koeovo, While 'he l\m,y hn!lO! re' :utnounct<;l ~n offici;tl 
campaign ""lilt CO'>~ring romNt opt",cion~ in Afghanist:ln, 
actions ilrt ptnding ~arding unil de«trarions and service 
medlis for individuals woo ha..., puticipated in the gIohU 
war on terrorism. In Olher MW Ikvelopmems, the ht 
Information Oper~tion. Command w,u act;""'led on 16 
October 111 ton BelVOIr. II i. the lim unit 10 be org:i'''1.ed 
under the "ew 53 ' .. ri"" (.f ,.hles u( org-~ni,.:.t tion . "d 
equipmen', 

T he Website Operations AClivity has continued posting 
mareri;tl, 10 CMH Online, induding additional vollimei 

from lhe Vielnam Smdie5 monograph series. Pl:uts caJJ for 
the emin: series 10 1M: availabk thruugh lhor --.:bsile during 
lhe enly monm. of 2003. During lho: pasr qUlftCT lilt: 
CMH wd>!.it" oonrinuro 10 aperi"""" incKHing numIM:n 
<.>f vi.i~ The Centds Digiti~.tion Commllttt oond\lCled 
i, •• "",,~l n:view uf ,he C M H p.iUTiry ),,, of collcni(ll'II I<) 

he dig; ' ;7.cd, but it dClcrmiru:d .hat no ch. ngcs I" ,h. 
",,,kings w"n: ne{"($Sal)'. Contr:tcwn al CMH .re ne.ring 
l"I.I",plction of Ihe project I<) digitize the Ihinl gn>Up .,.. 
docum.nt< it has I1Ckled, a set of mat~rials which i. really 
lhoe combi""lion of Ihrtt ooUecriono: W .. Oepmme", and 
Oo:p.tnmml "f Ih~ Army general <>rd~B, cim.rlan, and 
bulletins. When lhis worIr i. do .... , the oontt''';to!"s will rum 
'heir mention 10 ,he Centdl coIkcrion oflabk-l of organi
urion and equip"",nl. 

Th. Field and lntemalion;tl S",nch continued 10 ad
dress (,old hislOI)' issues in supp<>n of Opt,",;onl Nosu,: 
EAcLE :utd ESDURING Fltu.i:toM. Th~ br.nch coordinl!cd 
wilh other headquarters dementi and .....,r:al major Army 

command, I" provick hillorocal support to lhe-oe "P"",,,ons 
and facilitated lilt: mob,hUllon of l/utt lust<>fo.ans fOf Ihe 
.",Iiwy h;'lory grotJp 1oCf~,ng wilh Third AImy III KUWlltl. 

W, ... kJnS in.he hr.on"h.lI", 30511. Milil .. y I li .. ory Oelor.:h
""'lit mn.in ... ,.! '0 '''I'I~'''' rhe 0,..1 hi"'lf)' "".1 d,>CUtt"'OII 
<:<.Ik~~io" cffilTIJ """"'NL~I wilt, OI'Cr. ri'H' NOfU.f. f.M;t.F.. 

I" . dditio". the hr. "d, mtt,lttct~d ~ ec.tif.c:r.rion "i,il ro Ihe 
1" lil ;t.ryTr.ffi~ I. I:I". r:c",e,,' Con""."d a"d ~u",inu~t 10 

he i"wlve..! with Europe," hillory office. ,n the M,htary 
H i,tury Working Croul)' 

TIle 11]""""", Oi"i.i"". while "''' ,ying "n wuh 1M 
....... Ii,'" bu,incA of ""1""1,,",, "'''''W''''''''' rco""",,,on, and 
.xniflC3cion, made further greal strides fUW;lnl or.bhsh,rtg 
Ih. Nat;"na! M usnrm "f lhe Unilc-d S'~'c.. A,,,,y 
(NMUSA). In a ckl:tiled m:,,,,,,.i,,,,,,,,,",,, ,ti"i.i .. " .t:l1T 
members eumined milit:ll)' mUKums 'hro"gh'"'' the 
Unite" K; "r:<]"''' . ,,,] ".me h. ck wi,h :I , ,,b":I.tli. 1 b<>dy o( 
","""i,l. ,,, ""1'1"'" ,,," dc>il~n pme".. he.e. A study on 
rrL~:an.y II1US'''II1\ ... ffing J ... 'eli has be<:n completed, and 
(nll1. ,h~, .,,,dy I lm:ti",irr~ry urgon,zalion;tl prof.!e has be<:n 
de.~1opo.d ,.. weU. Indeed. lhe progress J>fO'~d suffici~ndy 
JlfOtni.ing thaI tilt: AIroy'1i vice chief "f staff wre<ted ,~ 
a.lOthe,. S2.'> miU"", ,nlO ,he NMUSA account I" $USI",n 
Ihe n".mentum wilh resp«1 10 sile surwys. funher p!~n· 
ning, and work"" rolI«lions and (onsen';llion. 

Proouction Services did yeoman work in 'upp<>rr of Ih. 
I [iltOries Divi.;"n as deseriIM:d above and;tls() sUSl~incd its 
inventory by ""pub~.h;"g !Oun«n of OIlr mosl p<>pul .. 
hooks .nd n"'nogralt/u. Iti iniliali.·. 10 get Cr-.U·I publica
riot .. inlO CD ron,jn<>« 10 roll. with ran rc.iew$ f<.>r our 
........ ><1 (Pacifoc ampaigns) World War Il CD-ROM puhli
oolio" ""d our up<b'ed Korean W .. CD-ROM. This is: in 
.Jd.rtiOn I" the O"'I«n tr.wuion;tl print proje.:t< sliU und .... 
.....~y. 

, think we c:r.n aU agn:t thaI FYO) promises to be a busy 
("'~'J:trli~ul.rly if i,. lim qu~rrer i. any measure. Pl •• se 
keep up your own great work in supp<>rr of the Army history 
prOSTlm. TIunks. 

U.s. Army C._I_ M ___ lleopnIs 

"'I'1>ry ~~ AI __ .. ,11M, of"" Jt.r, In",.,., 
_ ... jI<tJI_ '-uIattjl.J by (kr",.w ."" Jla/'8W 
pi,""'" of""" III Fffl Drwru. M~<II< 
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1be U.S. AnnyCIIlpWn Musrum marked ito ""'1",,,;nK 
II ton Jacboo, Soud! Carolina, "" 27 September 2002 wilh 
a nbbon-cuning ten-monr krytwtCII by Army Chief u( 
Chap!..,R. Maj. Gen. Goay1ord T. Gunh"" The mu"""", h~d 
cI~ al Fort Morunouth, New Je""'Y, in 1995 01"" to A,my 
realignment. Other speak.en tI tit" CCl"em<my '""'" Cluplain 
(Col) Harold Roller, C'OIIUl"OUId..nl <.>f.he Ch"lobin SdKtOl al 
Fort Jackson, and Dire<tor .,. Anny M .......... JIIdson E. 
Iknnom. Located al 10100 I.",: R.:.ad, FOrt Jacbon. the 
m..,......, is open fium IlOO 10 1630, Tuesday through 
Thu,,,by, and by "I,X""" .... nt. FW"ther info.rm.rion about 
th. museum is available on tlte --.:b al http:// 
www.u.llma._y .... iV ... usnmv. ...... J/ ..... i/lpagt. hl",l. 



I 
Wa' Poi",: A Riuntmni,,1 flisw7 
T heoJ"", J. ended 
Un;,..,.,.;'Y ... n:>. "f Kan_""., 2002, 

370 " 1'" S .l4.'1S 

1Rc mOre: thing< d,an!:", 11", 111""' 
th~y OIay the ~l"'C . TI,;, m;~ht I.e the 
unomcill mOtl" "f WelI' Pt.>iru and the 
,,,,,L.:Tlyi"JI: thai. of Throdon: 
Cr.tCb:r~ b,,,,,mcnni.l history. The: 
,'roduel of twenty yean of re5I::arrh, 
C r:oekcl". book will b. the slandud 
history fi" the nr.xl geller.llion. (k<,ply 
" .. "et! in • "'"k .my of primary 
.... ,~ '1".]iry :oll too ran: in hi" ... 
" "" of d", Aca<kmy-;tnd bo»S1ing 
f<>rty-ti l'c I'"),''''' of cmJnUlet, i. is by tar 
.he moo, &<:hol",ly acroum, d'e most 
<VTnprchcnliYC:, and, in I foeid of 
m)~~rs and pokmia, the ,nos. 
1,.,.,,=:1. 

Cr. d,cI', " •• ntivt; Olll, from the 

RL"Yt~uti"" ' " 'he I""""'" He SfnJCtU~ 
,he nam.;"" around the renUm! of W 
Wl'l.-rilltcndc," •• "";,h • "'" of rommon 
,he""", ill carlo ch.pter. '''""CI,lum .nd 
",;";011. 1I'''''''''''lCC, ". del .tld instm<
,or life, facilitic> CtH",imCli .. ", .",1 dioci

,>I""" bJc:,- ,b'd"I'''''''''' ."d honor. 
The atlcnUO" g"''''' to ~"2<"h ""ne,. hy 
chapter. dependin!1 0" the dc,!:"-,, "f 
clunge Ihat ocrur~ dUli"l: the l'e,;'~1 
in question. Crochl provida ""t':noil'\: 
:lUenl>Ol, to the ~ic. ....,.,.1, ~nd 
phy'SicaI OO'elopn"'nt of c,u\c .. ; he "'
port, more ,ntemunc"tly (~, ",ilit~ry 

tfll.imnll ~"d "ffK1::' l''''fo..;. ..... 1 c\, ..... d 
0p", .. nt. and uodcctl thac Ihcma ofttn 
tttm 10 fad.!: f .... '" .ighl in hi. n1 ...... &.". 
Th. wdl d""l'l'oint ",.n)· Army ",.d
ers. bur II '. a ,,:ltu,~1 l',,~hK:r "f 
Crackel's foc\I$ on ~mio. wl,;";h is 
in tum a prodUCI of h .. ""'-kj.,""UI,,1 ~,,,I 
associlt;"'" as an inmuctO<, acao:k.,nic, 
and Acad.my insider dos.c to '''' ''y of 

Book Reviews 

1~ who shapro \ v",. Poinl" dc:",1op
"""nl during the pa<l qumcr-ttntuty. 
Tni. oo.:kgroo.rnd g:r.'" Crackel "nri
""kd acrt:JS 10 Anckmy d«;""" mak
'''. Hi • • ppro~ch docs h:\ve dr~wbacks. 
........ ""'r: Cracker •• mnlion 10 tb .. 
And«ny'. miuion--whi<;:b he cbrly 
bel~ without oplicidy .ming .. 
mucb. to be the development of mental 
discipline--i. u • ....uy focused a"" ,,,,1 
curricuhr debota II"" ".tll .... lly in ... ~'" 
acadc:mic cd"""I"'" ..... her ,h.n ",ili",'1 
training. While Cr.d<cl ",.k", • pcr
~".,;,,: hi.tmi,.,.1 tc . .... ,h'l COlllion i, 
good. rc-. d..."" fro'" hack ...... "'nd. other 
than b,. " 'Ill ,,,lie ,hat hi. WQ<\< hu • 
d.§{ioct. lhollgh 1I,,, .. lly ;,nplicit rat ..... 

than ""..-t. l'ersl'''''tivt:: i, i. in effect • 
hi.tory fn:.n the i"'''''--..''''M:r:llly opti
.ni.ti<: :d,,~n rhe .. ll .... -css Qf ordcrnl 
I''''b~ .... lItioosly promulg:r.m:I, bul 
doubtful .boo •• itt ~ff«ts of rapid Of 

10.. .. , thoroughly "on.idc.-cd ohong<:. 
Many ,)f C, .~kel·. ;1I1~rp"'I .. ion. 

will be f:lmiliar '0 .""k",. of rhe 
Academy fmm hi. ~.,.rlK:, book II"" 
1'0,,,1: A" /flu"",I.,} Hut"? (New y"n., 
19'91). These ~~ ".".lIy ",ell info .. n",1 
.nd b.J.n«d. Yet rhe inre'I",,, . ,i,,,, f", 
which C racb:1 i. bc::it kI",..." .nK"'); 

scholars. th.r Tho",." Jeff""" .. , 
founded Ih~ Ac.demy U :I w:II)' '0 
produce Republican omcel~ [01 :I 

largely F~dc:,..jisl army. is ]C'Ji wdl."I'
ported fhan one might ap«" Admi, 
ling Ibat rhe .-erotd. "at" 'lui'~ fr.og
mconry: (p. 51) Crackel cit .. ""Iy 
three Individu.J. to suI'1'0<1 hi. ,·iew 
th~t Jefferson soughl 10 af'f"'inr !I.e 
publicans .. ~krs •• "d ""Iy on< of 
lhese at:11l.lly 111e'K\c..1 .11" A .... demy. 
Crackel'. ~'r.u",c,,'. rhar rhe politici.n 
Jefferson n'I"rilly .... ur.hr • "":'''0 to 
refotm Ihe A,my i .. 0 .. 1e, '" "'ake il • 
",liable inst"' ....... t of I',,!dir Ie"':;"",;s 
eminently IogICll and alUM'" ""n-~i"]r 
COrreCt as far as ir r,..-...... BII' Cr.ckd 

uks p:aiM 10 P"'" his inte'p,etation 
ahoM: :ill Olittrs, dismissing argu
mcn..-xh eqllally well wpported by 
cvidenC<""-lh'l J~ffcrson K)Ught • na
, ion.1 uni,,,rsi1); or at !tout" school for 
cogi~n or "nillcrymt'n, Some ",hol
an , sllch .. WiUi.:om B. Skelton in An 
Amm(on Projn"M if 1'1''11' (L.wren"". 
Kan> .. 1992), h"'e ,,,.0.1 the cvio.lc",,,, 
100 ,estrictivt:ly hy • ."iJ:ning Ihe """t 
limited ",ori,..,......,.im,,]), .lw: m:.'ion 
of .n a"ilkry rchool 10 J~ff~rson; 
mhe .. , .uch . , Grow S. P11'pn in n 
'I", I',,;nt: TIN Uniud St.lW Milito'Y 
Aud,,,,y, 1802-19{)2 (Westport. 
CHrlll., I'J'JJ). which F" ilS length 
.IId d, .. -r:til ",m,in, :an ..ssemial wOork 
""'pi ,c iro ""fQf\Un~t( bck of fooI
,"""".I,.vc luggnl~d 100 great t conti
nuity wilh the school for anillensts 
oo'eloped by Henry Burbcck "I W""I 
I'o;nl in 1800-1801. C .... d,,:1 ern hy 
d'.mi"ing bo,h 'ppro:Khe, out "f 
h. ",I; in.iced. h. b>r"\y mcntions 
Ihnh",:k and ,100:, not n'kr at all 10 
~I'I_ ....- Skelton, ~ilher in his nolts 
til hihli'».""I,hy. gl.ring-and surpris
ill),"'-'"l1i.,;"" •. Hc~. unforrunald),. 
Cracker. W<Jfk .It ... " .he polel11ic .. n
dc:ncy of nlurlt II<'hoi'l"lhip on ,he 
Ac:odcmy. Surely, gi,'CTI rhe deanh of 
hard (,·ide","" """I.in;,,)( Jdr~rwn·. 
",,,li,·($. thcre i, "Kiln Ii" mulr'rl. 
int(rp"'t.tion~ iIK"''L~l. rile .bility 10 
identify a ... r».'<: of <-:augl f~ " ... aII), 
~tr"ngth~Il' ~n .<j.,~Jmen' . (\Vh'f<'YCr 
Jefferson', ",,,,i,..,.. I """Id "rgue that 
rhe ultim.re ,i)("i/k"",,<: of th~ uri)' 
An.demy I"", nut in J~fferson's inn'nl. 
o •• nyunc dse·s. bul in the proc ....... by 
whi~h i • • rntdly dc:''eloped off"' ..... a,,,1 
Ihe o"lcomel il achieved.) 

C •• c~c1 dox, "'rognize tlut 
Jcffc,""" KlUgh. to make offlCCfli of 
1t'l,llbli .... m, II« Republicans of off", · 
C"', " m.Wer of pani."n .ppointment 
rim wuuld ptrsi!1 throughour the 
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ninctcc::nth cc::ntury, though hc ",lqr,tc, 
thi, fund.mcntal di.tin~";on to. f""t~ 
nute. In the deb.re. u'''"r Ih" ~",ly 
Acad~my, Crackd il rightly laudatory 
of Sylvanu~ Th.~r and critical of 
Jonathan Williams and Alden Par
tridge; he al~ gives impommt crtdit (a 
trtnd he began in his 1991 book) to 
Joseph Swift. Perhaps most significant 
for interprttations of the early Acad
emy, Crackel observes that civil eng;
n~ring was ~c, the initial focu~ of the 
Thayer curriculum OInd mat Thayer 
indeed resisted its introduction. 

C .... ckd provide •• uperh di"u. 
. ions of "detlif" ."d thc ",,,,struction 
of facili ties during the nineteenth Cen
Nry. His usually strong mention to 
curricular change dips, however, as he 
provides only twO pages on the five
~ar program of the 18505, and his 
treatment orWest Point and the Civil 
War is, like mOSt accounts of that 
~riod, mher brief. Here, as wim his 
acrount of .he seC<'5sion cri~i5, one 
wishes that Crackel had had the rime 
or P'ge' to di'play hi, eruditiun to fuU 
effect by expluring what mul! have 
~n an intensely interesting time fur 
the cade," and fur officer ptnfeslional 
development. In particular, Cuc):.,1 
no,", that n"rly a quarter of cadets 
vo,"d fur Abraham Lincoln in a itr:J.w 

billot in 1860. This is a substantially 
larger proportion than me usual ac
COllntS of politically conservative cadets 
would suggeSt, and it deserves ~me 
elaboration. It is consistent with the 
fact that Army offICers, mostly West 
Pointers, left the Union for .he Con
federacy at 01 mIlCh lower me than did 
civilian off,cials, both elec~ and llP
pointed, from the South, or than 
southern-born medical students, the 
olher occup"tional grou.ps for which 
we h.ve rompanoble dalll, and wim the 
fact Ihat Academy yaduat .. left tht 
Anny at a .... te lower than that of 
officu. appointed directly from civil 
life wimout West Point socialization. 

Cnckd·. title for his chapter on the 
I",tiod 1866--1902 is the besl demon-
51N.1iOll of hi. appr<».ch ro the 
Academy'. history. "Basking in me 
Glory" .uggests, as Cnckd empha.i=, 

26 Army HktoryWinter 1003 

"'" uncerhinty, i ""I~'ion. or rni,yllc!l$ 
cunscrv .. ism, but a ",.",med, ,11",

oughly coml<k,..d appt03ell 10 change 
that k.pt me Acad~my'5 mil.sion- the 
education of mentilly, monUy, and 
militarily di .. iplined officers, capable of 
adapting ro OIny mission-front and 
C<'nler. The Academy thus 'II5tained a 
focus that civilian inslirulions lost as 
Ihey abdiCllted to their students respon
sibility for curricular dirtction by intro
ducing electi~, a choice the Acad~my, 
Army, and nation could nOI afford. 
C .... ckel'l chapter on the ~riod 1903-
1931 ",info,"",s this emphasis on the 
v:Juc uf incre",enl:Jism, focusing 
heavily 0<1 curriculum and con'truclion. 
His jllClgmem of Douglas MacArthur 
and most omer ",..formist" su~rin,"n
dents is ultimately negative. H is assess
ment of su~rintendenrs MaxwcU Tay
lor and G:uri~n Davidson in the ch.p
ler extending to 1960 il. mueh more 
posjrive, due to ,heir efforts 01 ronse",,,, 
building. The.t CMrt'''' focus on cut"

riculu deba"" .nd guvernance .lmuIll 
to the ad"sion of ""dc. life, .h"ugh 
th~re is more he", th.n elsewhere un 
cadet military training. Crackel', .c
COlIn! of the 1951 cheating "",ndal ;" 
rath", brief, but he provides " superb 
analysis or the eVQlution of the honur 
code, including the ideal of 
nonrokntion, for which he <kmon
StroleS a long chain of ante«dents. H i, 
accounts of the 1976 scandal, the intro
duction of W'()fIICn and the ",intmdu~
.ion of racial and emnic minoriti .. , the 
tumull of the 1970., ""d the ,..form 
efforts after 1976 are equaUy ""cellent. 
Cnckd's accounTS of lhe intmduc1iml 
of civilian profeswrs, c.dellife ,'nce the 
19605, and the ",form, th.t produced 
the Cadet Lu der Dcvdorment Systcm 
duting the 1990\< are :uso good, but h" 
provide. little disrussion of effort, at 
of!iC<'r professional devdopmcn ••• nd he 
is much less aggressive 3bout pnwiding 
londusions on th.,.. ,,~,;'" than on 
those of cuniculum and gm.-ern.ance. 

Crackel begin, Well Poi", by ob
serving th.t "the history of the United 
Stare, Military Academy (USMA) is 
mo,.. th,n thc .tory of a military "hool 
on thc Hudson River. In net, the 

Ao"lerny's hi<lory i, " relkcti"n of thc 
n~.ion it .crve" for \Ve", I'oinl h .. 
mirrored the hm3dcr rn",'eme,," of 
Am~ric"n society. To unde", .. nd W"". 
!'oint is to bener und~rsl:lnd the COlln
Iry its grnduat~s = sworn tu protect 
and dtfend: (p. I) Cr.ck.lthus em
phasizes that rhe introduction of 
women and minorities to \Vest I'oint 
was hindered not only by "",i$l:In<"1: 
within ,he Academy but .1.0 by .11<: 
conservatism of Amer;can society. On 
the other hand, hOllility in the Ac.d~ 
emy ro Ihe appointm~nt of women 
surtly went well beyond .hat fdt by 
oociety as • whole, as demonstr: ... d b}" 
perv.sive cade, resistana to .he m"Cr
whelming manda.~ from C"ngress. 
H."" as in hi. disru5Sion. of ,li'eil'l;" •. 
huing, honor scandal~. and ."Ier .. ion. 
Crackel', evidenc"" '''g):c>h Ihe devel
opment of p<:mieio", ,,: ... let .ubcul
ru,.." ,ubvcnive of thc Ac.dcmy·s di.
ciplinary mi .. ion , Yct hCTe", elsewhere 
(O!, for examplc, with thc 1\102 Cen
rennial). Cr. "kc1·, insider ",,"pecti,"C 
"him.tely wurks to limit hi. allemion 
to Wc,t Point .. an American instiru
tiu'" H e effectively "'Iahli,hel social, 
politi~.l, .nd ~"Ultur..:l rontext and cap.~ 
bly tr. ccS the It:Jance of change and 
continuity within the Academy, but tOO 
rarely docs he .. ""ne an m"Crtly ana~ 
Iytlnl .",nce to m.kc the connectio", 
betwe<:n them ""pli';t. In raimess, the 
pressures of time ."d eo.t .. t limit> to 
wh.t 1,e rould do, but one wishes that 
he h.d h. d .. ,other hundred pages to 
perfect thi8 al",.dy out.tanding book. 

Forth.ight and critical, ~t u1ti
",ately and correctly celebra.ory of the 
Academy'. sucC<'ss , Crackel consis
tently lends his voice to .hole, e.pe
cially among the depanment he.d. 
who essentially con~tilU," the Aca
demic Board, thai h."" cautioned 
again" prtClpitate, ill-conside",d 
change Or the diminution ofm.nd.ml, 
especially any th .. would d",w e. det 
attention further from thei. co'" aca
demic duties. llrough ,hc n"""tive is 
struCtured around the fenu.e. of the 
5u~rin,"nden,", the "" .. ""ctive is 
definitely .h.t of the Academic Board. 
Yet pi'" fa "Hmgt works two ...... Y". 



w;o,nmg ("o""<;"",,i,'<:O 'h>t 'hr.<e h .. 
a1wa)'$ !xen ~han~, and Crn(kel'~ 
book may ..,rve advocate, of both con
tinuity . nd ",fot"m. Mt.r aII.th. Acod
emy h", muddl. d through " " y . uc
~ssfully, despit. both intense conser
vatism and occasional radical innova
tion. Incked , th. d ash of innovation 
and conservation has surely !xn.fited 
the Academy, ... it d"". any institution. 
Ww P"inl: A Bi"nlrnni~1 Hutcry i • • 
WOIk for ill ' Ndents of West Point and 
American military education to pon
ckr~ it i, !xing .... d in the West Point 
I li" ory Department·, American mili
t.ry h istnry ooul"Se for inoo1lling t""ti 
cal orr.",l"S , and it . hould be re. d by all 
collcemct.l with ,hc AL":ulc",y" f"Il",:. 

Dr. Samuel W~I,on i, an ""ufanf !""fi'
'"' 0/ hi,tory at Iht Mi!ilary Arad~my. 
fl.'ht/'( ht tta{h~! a ((JUrst M Cif,i/ War 
Am~ric4. 1I~ is tht ~ulMr of Iht ~r:iOll 0/ 
tht A(Qd~my's pictorial birmttnnial his
tory d~~/ing wilh tht yrars to 1865 ~nd 
h,., lwo ~,",ay, forlhcoming M Ih~ ~arly 

A(ild~",y. His bcc~ On Iht Army ;;Jfiitf 
corps in Iht h-rdtrlands 0/ 1M ~4rly R~ 
p"h'ic (17/iJ-J846) wi/! '" p"Nish~d l>y 
lho Univmily Pm, of Kan11U i n 2(}()4; 

Ix u also wor*ing on bcot< on Winfidd 
Smt and on /ht S.minol, WaN. 

JAm lIN Guard 
A Hislory if"tht Army /I.""iona' 
Guard, 1636-2000 

By Michael D. Doubler 
O ffice o£the Director, 

Army Nat ional G uard, 
20lH, 460 pp. , $48.50 

Rel';ew by Roger D . Cunningham 

Dr. Michael D. Do"bler, a reti,,:d 
rolonel whu icn·ct.l in both the Regular 
Army and the Natio"al Guard, prc 
IIC nt3 • w"l1 -I<Tincn hi. tory of 
America'. citizen-soldi"", in 1 Am fht 
G= rd. Hi, wo rk is the li"'l compre
hen . i,·c ~tL"()Un' of 'he G""d ,ince 
Jnhn K. ~hhon·i Hutory of fM Mililia 
and 1M N~tionaf G"",d (New York, 
1983) app .. ,..d twenty ye. ", "{,"',. 

Ikginning wi,h ,he. rngani'..1tion of 
the ftnl militia ~ts in Massachu
~tts in 1636, units of citiun-so\dien 
ruc=fu1Iy okfeoded their communities 
during the colonial period. Both militia 
and Continental Army units feought in 
t1lO$t of the battles of the. American 
Revolution. After iOOcpcooe"o:: w:lO $C

cured, OIlS nation·, fourxfinll f. then; de
c;dcd 10 provide for thc rur:nffi(~l dcfeniIC 
by relying primarily on a 'trong n.ry and 
a Large militia. in Old .. to OI'Oid the 
exl'"""', and threat, of a larJ,'" ,t,.,-,din" 
anny. En .... ioning a liK'Cc that muld 
se"" both .t~tc .nd re..lc.-.J ),'''''':1"llrnent., 
the Constitutiun aLlthori·,.",! Congr= 
"To I"",,;.le for L'2lling 1i",1. 'he Militi. 
to execute ,he I..:iIW of the Union, II'P
f""& Insurn:ction, and "","I In...,..io",,: 
(i\rrick I, Sccion 8)·The l'vlilitia Acr of 
1792 ~ all frtt, abk-bodied whi~ 

males !xtw.en the ages of 18 and 45 ro 
enroll in the militia and pf<l>'.'idc their 
own weapons and equipment. The law 
also authorized the =tioo of state adju
tantS general to supet"Visc the administra
tion and D1lining of the militia and to 

issue periodic ~portS. 
As time Went by, ho\o. .. "er, few 

stateS enforced this militia legislation. 
By the Mcx;",n ' 'In, th<; n.tion found 
itself with an enrolled militia that ex
isted only on paper, ,upplement.d by, 
few volunt<: .. militia comp.niCl! th,t 
freely offe",d th. ir time and .. rvice. 
The' e unito !xc.mc 'he b .. i, for some 
of the voluntur "'gimmt3 that fought 
in the Ci,i! WHo The 69th New York, 
formed in 185 I, w;o, a vital,·omponcnt 
uf the A,my of the Po'om.,.:. f.med 
Iri,h I:higadc, while th e W .. hingron 
Anillcry of Ncw Orlc. no, formct.l in 
18.18, hecame o,,~ "f the he" ~n;ncrr 
"ni" in 'he CO!.redcr~'c 1hmy. 

During ,he 187lh then: w., a n:-
6"<g~"TlCt: of intC<CSt in d'e "'ilitia, . nd 
patriutic "'cn began to reorganize vol
unteer oompani •• aero .. the e""ntry. 
St .... ",fer",d to th . .. units as the 
org:miud militi. or National Guard, 
and by 1888 they totaled mo", ,han 
100,000 men. Labor di'pule! ",~ultro 
in the Guard·, playing a "highly visibk 
role in otrikcb",aking" (p. 118), bur 
...,m. eompaniCl! ""'''' litd. mo", than 

social dubs, whose mcm!xts purchased 
gaudy dress uniforms and concentrated 
on p"'paring for competiti", drills and 
appearing in ceremonies inOiead of 
training for campaign. in the field. The 
poor rcadinc., Ii,r active !<ervi"" of 
many N~tion.l G".rd uni,. during Ihe 
Sp.nish-American WH led to the M i
liti a A~~ of 1'XJ3 (Dick Aet), which 
gn:a'ly "<engrhened f.d. ral ov .... ighl 
while imp",,;ng thc o<g.niud militia'. 
arm •. equipment, and funding. 

Whcn the United St:tt. s . ntertd 
Wml.l War I, the citizen-w ldie" who 
manned th<: n~y "",ated National 
G uard di,;";ons we", much !xner pre
pared to ligh'. Eighte. n of lhese divi
oio", d.ployed to Frnncc wirh the 
American Expeditionary Forces, and 
Guardsmen earned a solid reputalion 
in combat. The author point~ to th. 
black 369th l nfantry, formerly the 15th 
New York, which fought under F",nch 
command, as "the National Guard 
regiment with arguably the hc", Com 

bat reco,d in the W:l.r." (p. 178) During 
its 191 days in combat, longer tlun a" y 
other American "'!Iiment, the "Hcll 
Fighters" from Harlem ne,·cr lo»t a 
trench line or a prisoner to enemy 
.ction. Nine,een Notional Guard dili 
,ions "'"" proudly served in bo,h the 
European (ninc) and Pneific (ten) the
at . ... during World WH 11. The hnl')" 
c",ualti.s that the 29th Infantry Divi
sion (Virginia, J\.1:tr}"lond, and the Dis
trict of Columbia) IUffi:red. from its 0-
Do), landing on OMAHA Beach until 
the end of the fighting in Europe 
caused its '·cte",,,, to maintain ,hat 
the", """'" actuallr 'hree di,i.ions dur
ing the w;or-one ot the front. one in 
h"'pit.ts, and one in ""meteri • •. 

Afte' .he w"T, the ,,,,ation of the 
Ai, For"" o. a "'p,nte .ervi", l. d to 
the National Guord·, .plitting into the 
Anny and Air National Guards. ·Ihc 
peac. time draft pl"O\ided the bulk of 
the Ko",an Wall manpower and "'
duced the Ann)"'. rd ianee On rho Na
tional Guard as a combat re .. n"C . 0,,1)· 
twO of its divi.ion. "'"Cte .elected to 
.. tVe in Korca. with rwo mo,.. de
plO)-ed '0 Germanr. Smal.ler numbers 
ofGw.rdsmcn later .. ,,"Cd in Vietn. ", 
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How rhe National Guard Gor Irs Name 
In 1\l24-2S ,he 1\brqui. de 

La{ayelle, who had ""rved u • 
)""lhfnl rna;or 1I"'rw:nl in lhe Con
li""nl':111 Army doring 1m RcvoIo
lionary W .. , ~,ittd Ih( Uniled 
SHttS. Ont of 1m many militia 
onit! Ihal tumM 001 to honor 
t .fayen" wa, N(W Vork City's 2d 
Ihl'Ulion, 11110 Regiment of Anil
kry (perpetuated today by Head
'Ioamn and Iteadquuttrs Com
pany, 107110 S ... ppon Groop, N~w 
York Narional G .... rd), and Ihal 
"n" un.",,,,1 ;",clf .he "Uattalion 
nf Na.oonal Cn ... I" to honor hi, 
ool11ma.,,1 ,,{ ,h. (;m~ N"tio""le de 

• ",.1 "".i"lllh~ I\:",i. " CIIIrW ... '1'0-
d~y •• 10. N'li"".1 Cu.rd ;, ." 11Ilcgr.1 
porI o{,he Tot.1 Force, and its unils.n: 
regul.rly d"l'k»,,-~1 .s I,",t ,,{ ;nlern. 
,io".1 hum.";larian and I"""",ka:p;"g 
"'i"""t;"ni in I,,,,,,,,," "'''ging frum 01", 
Sinai ,,,,,,,,", 10 th.: 11,.1"",1£. 

Dr. 1 ><",hl,,". ".rr.""" i. nol ";'h
'KIf ~ f .. _ ",i,,~kQ a'KI "rn; .. i",,~. n", 
Ik):"la, A .. "y .. kbl .;" hl""k rt:I~' 
men .. in 18M. (p. liD) and .hey were 
.... d"ced ." f.K.T .mly when C"ngn.. ... 
nit ,he Am.y', """./:,1. 11."-",, yC"1'S 
I.tcr. The ",,,,,,b.,,,, "f Ihe Me.i", ... 
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f'llris during Ihe French Rn'I,Ilu
rion. lIefo", uiling back to F~e<:, 
Lafayt"ne "nconnl.""" the bamlion 
in N(W Vork City on BaslilI~ Day 
in 1825. II. left his carriag. and 
walked down ,h. line of troops, 
Shaking .~h office,! hand. 

Iu liol. p"~SiCd, other SIOIc mili 
lia orgo"i"~'io!l' 1<Wp.ed .h. Ii,!. 
"Nalioool Guard: In 1861 Con
necl;cut bttam. ,h. fo .... , slale to 
adopt" for all liS milll;a units. fi)" 
the Span'ih-Amencan \'hr, mo>l 
11o," had fo~ mit. Congress 
applied the name rurionwide in the 
NatiomJ u.,fen~ fu:t of 1916. 

p""i.i"" Expeditio" n""CT ".pl •• I.ed 
:u:n". 11", Ri" G,,,nde" (1" 15\1) from 
landlocked Columbus. New Mexico. 10 

I"''''''': Poncho VIII~. and C011ne<:"C\It 
al.., I...,...;.ktl .. "nil of blrl C ... ro.
""',, ,0 tl", \l3d Divi,1OO during \Vorkl 
\\';,r I. {I~ 17Y) Th~ author·'.........,'W is 
als .. heavily ,ke .. ed toward .... p"""nt. 
O"e 'lua".r of the book ~" Ihe 
.1 .. K' perit..! {rutn 1'170 to 2000. with 
a .. <'">I>«i;olly detailed disc""ion of lhe 
Cu.n!", parTicipation in Oper;nions 
Dt-::S~lrr SJII~JJj ~nd Dt:S~"'1 S..-QII.". In 
ract , ,he thiny- two pages devoted to 

lhe Pc"i'n G"lf \lhr-"the f.rst and 
o<,ly W"~r in Amc • ..:-an hlSlory foughl 
""Ilho'l! Natioo.l Cw.rd ground ma
'\(."U,'CT ul1i,," (I). 384)--al1l1oOS1 ~ual 
the f,.uy I'"/."'" DUllblcr usa." ,I;,;ru" 
the: Cuard· ..... rvin: in bo.h .... "'),:1 ,.-.,.. 
Ntvl:nhdcll, lhe a .. !hor gcncnll)"OOe. 
a ni« job of pointing oul bolh ,he 
smoglhs :ond ,he "",:olmessts of 'hf 
Nation.l G .. ard .s il evol,'W from a 
slricdy locol <kfcn~ fol'<:c 10 an inSlru
ment of global for« projection. 

Two C<.>$mclic dlOllgt1 to I Am lIN 
G",ml would ha,~ Ixttcr linked the 
IWUti~ 10 lhe milil:ll)' heri~e Ihal 
Guardsmen fO proudly e<:khral(." in rllC:ir 
,,"i,,' li"e"ge ."d hurlUO. Whik .hee 
book doct n;pnxI ......... m:my imnaring 
hi.roric I"""'" .nd prin~ i", linil by· 
out .houkl 11ti<> h:. ...... ",Itcn gn:atcr ..d • 
..,.nl,l-."" uf lhe N.rion~l G ... nI~ crn:l· 
Ic:nl 1-1 "';1"11" I·~;"ring...-ria_ pm,IIl<"",1 
by 0.,,,,,, ill Arr .... ri ... ~ .. f,,,,,", mili .. ry 
;n"S!r~I"O; Ihe&<: I'n" .. ""piC! Gu."I," 
.... ,,' i" I"'""" •• ,,1 ,,,or, rr",~h lih .1 .. : 
U.S. A""y in Acti"" .... ri"" In.hli.h~,1 hy 
!I,e Center "f l"lilltar)" Hi'tn,y_ Ollly 
Ii"" "r tI,,,,,,, ",int. Wen.: 11 ... 1. ill "" the 
1 ... >1<'. <1",1 j""kc •. T"~n: al,,, .h" .... ld 
loa", h.:en • ,s..1';':li,,". c;II ... .,- '1'n:".d 
,hm''!:IlI'''' Ihe: .""t Of rut1c<:lro ;n an 
.1' ....... 1;". of 110" di,';"'~, 1,1<1 bng:>d<: 
",lith", rio>! C,,,,nls'r>L" It: .. "" ,,'Om 

pn ... lIy itt ",""hot. n ..... u,h",- 1'''''''' 
nu. tI,., tI .... 21111, I"f ... ,ry Divis;"',', 

"l"m;,hi,,): .... su.lIQ" in En",,,, d .. ri .. ~ 
\V'Kkt Wo, II " ........ 1 if> ''C.L ..... ''. tu 

.... fer t" ,h" ,,-~I keY'I,,,lC patd, h"n()()ng 

.llCi,- I't.'''''yl .... ,,,i. ori);i'" as -.be 
hh~ly InM·kcl." (I" 206) Re.ders of thi, 
h"nk ~ho.,ld!ICC Ihot p.T~h . 

JI."1.rr V. Cu,,"'''tlMm it" mj~d Arm, 
1;""1"'11111 (~Qlld. lIt Mt,.,. hil militllry 
(lI,rrr III II ",ilitllr, poIirt ~,rt,. lind in 
lhis (ilparl/, wwd fM thrn JNIl ill il 

bra",. lIlhriur H Na/ionlll Gua'" lInd 
~rw ."ill in Trx"lud lAtiilialUl HI 
IIIIn" un.wI "I "fo~i!" aTIII ofJirtr in 
J>.Wn"n. Em', "nJ NI,.u. H, ..... tIN 
u.s. Dtfr"" AItIJth/ ;It K"thmand" in 
1991-92. Ilit ".tir/, "$hdl-i"ltlN [tim 
Fi!/: TIN M txir"" I'u"i/;"" Exp.J,IJ(;1I 
of 1919" "P""''''' ;n tIN Wittler 2001 
i//lit of Army H i"",y (No. 54). 



I 
Mobil" J865: Ltut Stand tif/Ix 
Cllnfdmuy 
By ~ Michael O 'Brien 
~r, 2001, 270 pp_, $26. ' S 

I'!e~ by Rogrr D. Cunningham 

In the .pring of 18/'5. Fe,lcml 
oommandcl'$ <on<lucte<! two dc,cHlh· 
hour carllp"'I;"< "'1,"';"" .hei. C""fed
"nUc f()t$ in Al.b.na--Rvt. "hj. C~n. 
ja,,"" H. Wil .. m'. ""prun: of Selma 
and ~bj. em. Edw;om K. S. Canby's 
attack 0" Mobil<:. Roth 01""'"'';0<11 
wen: 'Iuite ",,,,,,,,,,Ii.i, hilt thcy ""'n: 
completely 'lVCt"h.<~",{(:d by ilIOn: fig
nifocam eve,,'. f.r '" the "",I1'""It
the f.1I "r Rid""",,d .",1 f>t;tCI1lb<J~, 
1M IUm,ntle. of Gene",1 I'!obcn E. 
Lee', Army of Nonhern Virg;nia, and 
tM l"'1;ic _ .. in.,ion of l'luidt:"T 
Ablllh.", Lincoln. ThUi !he Union 

Yicrorics ;n oxnll1l1 and $OU' Mrn Al.
bam. wen: gcnenlly ;~r.or",1 wi",,, 
they oo:us«d .nd MY<: • • n !:orr,<: m.:,. 
sun:, been ~.Iooktd COer oi "",:. I .. 
Mobif~. 1865; L.w SU"''' ".f lIN O"'fo" 
mu)'. Sc..n M id",c1 O'lI.icn p""";de!. 
dCl.ik~1 dn,,"ick; of ,he lighting thaI 
""pn1n;<1 'he bot Confedcrn~ $trong
hoklon the Gulf ConI. 

M:my Am~rieans;an, familiar with 
~nr Adm. David Fa.ugut"s famous 
cornrnMld. "Damn the torpedoes. Full 
spero aheadi" d ... ring the gnal ""wI 
baftk rha. doStd Mobile B~y'o Con
fw.n •• blockatk nmMI'I in AugllSl 
1864. but ~w know an)'lhing about the 
I> nd campaign that finilly captu red the 
-Gulf City'" eight months later. Gen
tnl Jo;wph John51on ( alkd Mobile 
-.he best fortified pia« in the Confed
ency," (po 13) bu., when General 
Canby·s 45.00G-man Fcde-nI fnmo fl -

nally 1ll<Wa1 ~K"i".t the cil)"'o impm
¥M: r ... "iflotiom in J\l arch 1865 it 
fared only 9.000 gray-dad dd"cndus 
untie. the command of M~j. Cen. 
I).bnq H. Maury. 

Canby decided to attack M."oy·, 
defenses on the nonh.a.t~rn end ,,{ 
Mobile n.y .• nd the CO",]'""" I>;<,i 
cally involvffi two d . ],,,r. te .ie,,': "1'
er;I1Ions-.nc wrKIt",II;tl apinst 
Spanish Fon. wl,,,,h e'K1ct1 '-'" 8 April 
with die C.",{ .. ~lcr..rc ,kfcndcn escap
ing 0...".. ",.kahi{1 fOot bridg<'..:roM 

a "' .... It •• ,KI '''''' 'K",nSf Fon Blakely, I 
few mila ILl ,Ire ",," h, wh,ch fell to a 
bloody F",\cnl .. """It un 9 April, Ihe 
s.me (by ,I,., I.,;t: ' HfTCndcred to LI. 
Gen. lJI,.,.,.,. S. G ranl . 1 Appommox. 
Wnhitt tluce daY' of Fon Hlmly'! fill. 
the bot "f f>hury·. troops ~aled 
l\.h~';k •• nd the cil)"·' mayor St.tl"n'Ll
,Icn.-d it to Canby. 

General Wilson and the Selma Raid 
While Maj. Gen. J::dwud 

C:mby ... ""ulled ..,.,then, Abh.m •. 
BVI , Maj. Cen.James I larr;son Wil 
"K' bl • n, 'OO-m.n "' .... Iry rorps 
on " nid through the nonllCm and 
""ncr.1 occrionl of the st"te lInd on 
to Maron. Ceorgi •. Wil..".-ho 
h"d gndultled from \Vest Pottl. ,It 

1860 ~nd snned the war ~s a bll"'c' 
•• , .. ~""ll;""lC"'"' in the 'opognphi
(a1 CLlgin<'("rs---w .. arrKnt" 'he most 
nknlN of the Union AIn'y'i "I~)y 
It'lK."nt.." By bre 1864 he '"'" ",.n
maodu't: the C"'.,.]oy Corps. Mili
tU)' Division of lhe M'''''''I'l'i. 

Like Canby's ~fobik campa.g". 
W,I",",', th,ny-ibr Rid wu v;tncr
ally .gnoml hy the: I"'''" when i, 
OttU~d, despite the fact th., 
Wil.,,"'. (""''''' which W;U nol a(
compatlltd by foot soldie~. "'1 
~r than any sirrubr mount",1 Of 

pniution enpged in an in&pcn
d" ... <lJ'C"'rion during the Civil Wu. 
Wihon al.o attumplithc:d _
thing else 00 other Union nlf"", 
1 ... 1 do,,,,, he ddi:"ted ConfederalC 
Maj. ~" Nathan Bedford Fonnl 

at the battles of Eh""C",.c' Clru,,"h 
(PLulI.,milk) and Selma. Shortly 
:Ute, n::..-lr'nli: Macon, some of tus 
men ~ j.,lfcn;or, U:ovit .nd 
M Jl21'y as t .... ,. wen: fitting $OO.1th 
from Vug;",a. A C., ... liu) .." .... Iry 
hillori:m calkd hi, raid ·0 ... of Ihe 
rrH,., n;m"rbblc cavalry opentions 
uf the ..... r,· ' 

Afler the war. Wilj"" "".vcd as 
• lieuten"nt colonel in Ihe Reg .. l,., 
A.my unril 1870, when he '"'" dis
charged al hi. OW" "'q"""l. He 
men h«ame a ioc«nful businca
m"n. He ,..,rurMd 10 active dul)" 
during ,he Sp.ni&h-Arncrican War 
as a major 8eneral of Wllu"'''''" .nd 
~rVNI in the l'ueno Rico Clm· 

1""),"', Ht: ,,<>rnrn.nded U.S, troops 
;n Peking in 1900. A 11"''''al.". of 
Congn:ss. puscd 11 The behesl of 
t'rc8icknt McKinley ;n February 
1901. enabled him to tejoin the 
Rcgu1ar I\ ... "y .. " mig-diet- F
eral and tetiR I' Ihal n.nk .he 
fi>llnwing monm, IkCote hi, death 
in 1 '125, W,I""", was 0111 of the wt 
foW" surviv;ol\ Uniun Anny g<'n<:r-

wrurJ W"' ... m IIi'H 

I I ••• wt,11 .. the t.sr surviving 
gndlllte III hi. MiI,taoy Academy , .... 

" 



If Unif>n fo>r«i had Cl.pcun:d Mo
l>1lc .f,er F.rrugut'j 18&4 nav:a.l .. ictory, 
,..- """" ",,,Iie,~ ch" eve.lC could ha", 
j ig'lllf • ..,,,,,ly ""Iocdiled ,he end or Ihe 
....... 1>CI.yi,'I: "mil II", "".inl': "r 11165, 
J>ow.cv.cr, doumed C.nby·, coml",i"." ... 
i...,kv:&na: and "",. ,he Un ...... Aomy 
almost 1,700 "'nxkss nouiIlies. A. 
Genual Granl wmm<:<! op dw: Golf 
Cil)", (aprun:: "II finally COSI li~s to 
~ it whcn iu possession w:ts of no 
impo.~ncc, and when, if left alone, il 
woulrl within I f"w days h""e fallen 
into our hands witholll any bloodshed 
wlt.lever: (I" 23J) 

Soon" of Ih" Fed"",1 blood Ihal 
WOl Ih«l ., Mobile bdong<:d 10 • 
division com!,rising ninc ,",gimc:nl~ of 
U.S. CoIorr.1 ' I'roo]>o (USCI"}- 1O 
pem::nl ofCanby" army and the lug
es. organiulion of black wldicr< ",
signed 10 a romb>! role in the ..... r'. 
wellcm thuter. B.ig. Gen. john I'. 
Hawkins, Canby's brother-in-law. 
(ommanded the divi.ion. .nd 
H awkins's men We,", d"",ribcd by one 
ofiicc ... "burning wit h on impulse 10 

do honor to ,hei •• acc: (p. 90) In 'pi le 
of allcgalions th" some of the bbck 
JOldicfl sough l n:~nge for . n o.lie. 
m.S»("" of USCI' peO"Mnncl .. Fo., 
" ilLow, ""on""""" hI killing Confal · 
entc JOldicfI .f,o.:' ,hey su .. n.:ndcn:d 31 

Fon Blakely. the "'1"'blc penorm ..... "" 
of Ihe Afrie.n Arm.i ... n lroopot 
helped to ronvince Coogress 10 add 
the fitst bb(k ~irmn,s 10 the Regu
lilt Army a ),,:a. blc,.' 

My only cri, icism of Ihis wcu
w.incn book is Ihe faecthal Ihe autho, 
cho~ 10 rdy "rimarily on published 
wo,'" and eonsuhed no archival 
....... 0«$ outSIde Alabama. Thc pub
lid>rd ""','" ""en: generally firsthand 
accounts, but wn:ly iOf1K additional 
OOcunlo(1l1S could ha~ been found io 
lhe Natoonal Mhivcs 'M' would h2''''' 
roolflbuled !O his story. H i. appendix 
oumnurlZlng the ~rwar liws of ";"ty
s.ix of ,he book's soldiers, half of them 
-Yankccs, - would almost cenoinly h.\"C 
benefited from the personal data 'hat 
lIe ~'OU!,I h~"", gleaned from the Federnl 
.. e« r.I"· pe'lSton records Stored in 
Wa,hinglon. 
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A viDI;"I/ thnllJXh World "ar J 
By HetMn A. ) ohnJOn 
Uninf'licyofNonh C.rol in. 

I' rus, 2001,198 rr., I 3-6.95 

Review by Edgar F. RlIines,lr. 

On 20 M. n·1o 1\116. Amal Ax< 
ptlbli,ho:d. W. A. 1/.' .... "' .. L""Hloon Ihal 
.dled",llhc f'\I,tr.l, it~1 o( ",uch of Ihe 
inf",m",( .Cfnll.ulial con., iluency 
with tloe .. """lil illll IIf ",ilil •• y a.ialion 
in 'h" Uni l",l St.'a. A, lI.hj. Cell. 
john j , 1'e",hi"lI;' ""J ... .Jilion matched 
inlO M",,;'n in I'"",,,il "(P'md,,, Villa. 
It",,_,.", •• ..,."'"", I"..-tnyt:d a ""lealK> 
h.hd .. ~1 M""ioo eNllling in the bxk
groomd wilh Maian sharpshoocers 
,,,,,,,inl: ,"II {',"II behind ill inteomcdi
"" ridJ., .... I;ne. I" tI", {un:pound, ",and~ 
;ng t'n II", viewc" .id.:: of lhe Rio 
Grande. a perpl""ctl L .... "",. .. de' of the 
U.S. A,my', S.~llhcfll Ik" art.nent, 
to-!aj . Gen. F .... dc,;"k F"n.'"n, L ..... lem
plared ~ grounded c.,,~e l.],,,bl "u.s. 
Avialion Corps: Th ... hinl '1,,"1 ... 01 a 
baD and cb.;n . nd ,h"'tcIK~1 W;1I]o;S. A 
sign hangin!( from ;" "a:k "rud.imed 
"Wings Clil~,,-~l hy COII&"".: 
I/.ogcrs', "-AI"iot, .umn,ar,:ted the .itua
tion 01 hr. pw it: "A Pc,foctly Good 
W .. E'I:Ic-Wh., n ....... Is of I I;m." 
Some ........ ~"y Co", yeats bter. this car-
toon ]>T1wid ... d che ;"sl,intion for dw: 
rille of He. ], ... t! A. Johnson's new book, 
Wi"S/ns ";"1(/e: U.S. A,,,,! AviuriM 
I"'-S" WM'/J w,,' I, (The eanooo ap
P""fI <'''I'. 176 .) 

joh" .. ,,,. the J Iollings Profcsw' of 
Co.>""i lllti""al Law at ,he University 

o( South Carolin •. wa~ an office, in ,he 
Air Fa.,:e Itc$cn"e until hi. "'Iln:mo:nl 
in 1987. This manu""';pl began If a 
.rudy for dw: Ai, Force on the impact 
of l"'blit opinion on the oo'doprnen, 
of Ai, F()I"I:c policy until 1950. Ovn 
1M yeats Johnson ~ IWt fOcus 
101M early period of flight, ending 
will, lhe: ArmiSlice of 1918. He p!;lCC5 
h;j ",.jor emph:lSii on Ihe period from 
1'1\)\1 II, M'f~h 1917. covering the 
A", .... ;". " Ai, S~rv;cc'i p.rticipation in 
W<,r1d W., I wilh only an epilogue. 
j<,h"""" o;",ul""",u .. sly bro..dcned the 
""'I'" ,,{ hi, w",k I .. ,ud..Jc the evolu
lioll ,,( 11""'I;hl ol""'t ai. ~rvice doc
Iti"e ,n boIh the gtoUnd Aomy.nd i .. 
ai, arm, the 1KXU1 between ,he net!]: 
ling aviation industry and ,he mili':H)", 
and dw: inter.action bctwccn milita.y 
aviators and innucntial civili.n •. By thoc 
tinw: Johnson $Ubmitted his m.nu",,"!" 
10 the Uni~flicy of North Ca .... lin. 
Pre» and 1 beeamo: o ne of ic. ",. ,len. 
the tcxt con,iSled of a .., .ies of OSS-.Y" 
dealing with these Ihemes. In revi,ito" 
Johnson has fhO'lCncd Ihe rnanu~';pl. 
more closely integrated Ihe c .... ~ .... and 
"'Ihought $oJme of hi, .rgumenfl. n", 
manuKript wu imprnsi""; the book i, 
"'"en mo .. JO. My ;nitial ~u.tion fi..
the press is """n mon: 'f"OP''' fo. oJ", 
book: fIIi"8fm EDt,/~ is dC:IIly -1M 
most import~nI xrounl of the "'Illy 
)": .... of miliwy aviation in the Uni.",l 
Stalel since tM I9-IJ ptlblica' iotl of 
Chattdlc. and uhm', /low OuT ATmy 

G..-w Wit/S.: 
Johnwn argu~' th.1 1m, )'OIlfIg "f

f,<:<:rs who volunl""..,d for .vi.,im, 
dul)' quiclcly de'~!opo::d a "rung ,.,.",. 
",de,ie tnd ~ propo:nsil)' to .dvllC""'''' 
lhe offen~;"" usc of what I'.n", 'n he 
c..ued "~ir pow<."': Thi! "an .. " ...,.. 1101 
popul~. with ,be Signal Corp. Iewr' 
ship float ;o,dmini~",=1 Ihe pre-World 
'V~. I m .. i,,,, 1'rugn.f1l, Cenerall)'. 
TIw:!c. .dm;n;.,ral"", """,ed to emphl
siu inform.'"", ",,'h~, i"g and trans
mi"ion;n ,,,,Ie, t" forestall at«mpc. 10 
=",e all .vi.,i,", bra,l(;h scf"'l11" &om 
,hc Sign.1 C'''I'''' 

Av;.,i"" uptured ,hc popular 
im.gill.l;nll ~ fte' 1909, whcn Ihe Sig
""' ellrl'! purchased thc frr.t milita.y 



aircrafT, but it ~ only lim'ted ron
j.,,",,,,ion~1 inTl'fCST .nd "'AnT appropria
tio".. l\'lil,tory >via"'''' w<;"' both 
hc1I'",I."d h.",,,,,II>y.he cffO<fJ of an 
".eruna,,' """"ifUCncy: '" U5C 

John ....... ' erm, m.ck up of .... roM .. of 
.he n>li",,', financi.l and --w dittt. 
AMi,"" in orwoniu tion, such os eM 
Aero CI"h "f A",e rica . ,hey .""gh. t .. 
inf1"""cc the ,k .. "cl,,!,"'e'l! or .,.rion.l 
.vi .ti"" I~,licy. l\I "n u(;nn"ence, they 
1'",.idc~1 Y""")( ."ili.~.y pilor" with 
cuy .c:«sa'" Con~s,. Th(~ "fficers 
c",Iy became habitu.ted to bypos$ing 
• he ch.i n of oornm.nd and going di
recdy to Congress .nd influential 
.... mbers of the: elite. lI.lany mcmbc .. 
of the a<:ron:luti<;al c;on>t;tuency were 
:ilio puticipant$ in _ially prcstigiou!; 
N.rion:ll Guard regiments, and ca.
ries ~loped be~n R.cgular Army 
pilots and the Guard. 

At the lame time Army refanners 
we", .rrcmpting to create I "new 
Anny'- one in Which the chain of rom· 
mand from the p",sident as com· 
mander-in·chid 10 ,he force. in the 
lidd wu unchallenged, professional 
considcl1ltionl replaced politics 2.'l the 
major f-actor inf1""ncing in.emal Army 
orgouULlrion, and the Army chief of 
",aff ",IS eM undisputfll senior profes· 
sional miliwy adviser 10 the president 
and IttT1:ruy of war. ~ yurs between 
1':110 and 1917 repreKntcd the height 
or .he ronflict belWttn these "progres
o;",,' "'f.....,.,..".nd their opponents. By 
vinue of their alliq .nd their .ction$, 
Army l,i1011 beamt usoci.~d with 
the "Old Army" f. ction. Som. senior 
A.my leadell, most notably ltohj. Gen. 
T a.ke. H. ijliSI, .ssiltanT to the chief of 
mfi" from 1915 to 1917, considered 
.hem undisciplined and T"" political, 

The aeronautical communi!); in 
fUm, n:g:otd«! The General Staff as 
na.row-minded and ructionJry con
cerning the (mplo,-mcn. of aW.00n in 
rumba,. H~r, after studying .he 
C>'Uiu,ion of ea.ly .,iltion doctrine in 
detail. John...,n found the General Staff 
well info.med Ind progn:$s;"". &gin
ning in Augui' 1\114 the American 
milituy anaell!! "ctW(lrk in Europe 
amuocd c,m.idenble information 

ahoot the Ot'f:.nizati ... " ,"d cmploy· 
ment of aimaf! by the European 
bc:llig.:.ems. Mt., the Staff"s publica
tion of the porK")' JUpt, "Miliwy A-u
lion" in btc 191 S, no policy diifenmccs 
",maincd be~n Ihe Ge....... swr 
and lhe mo5t 1Idvanc~ members of lhe 
Avi.1lion Sc<:tion of the Signal Corps 
on how to employ aircraft in combat, 
John""n dcSCribt1 lhe notion of a "'Ie
tionary General Snff as a political 
myth that served to deflect criticism 
from the politici.ns and .vi.toc> them
selvt$ ror failu"", in the milituy avia
tion progtam . 

The ult;mate respo",ibility, how
e"" •. for the i .... Jalu"")' of Ameri""n 
miliwy .in:r.tfT by in the .fUnted de
""Iopmcn\ of the Amain.n :airoUt 
indu.try. Wlti,., in:td"(,, .. ~ rnng=
I-ional iUI>JlOf' l'layal a role, the 
Wright ·Curti .. l'",en' lirig:otion 1"""
,,,med capital from entering the indus
tf}' and inhibitc ... l,hc achang<' of idus 
wilh Europe. " airenrt dClligne ... The 
",suh WlIi IlO<)rly clClligncd .nd unde ... 
I"'w~",,! .irmlf, .hat, lacking .he lift.o 
ClIrty •• ",.menl, remained unarmed 
and we,.. thus more dangerous to thei. 
own ain:rew than 10 any enemy. The 
Signal Cot!'" Lc-Mlcnhip ronmbutfll TO 
the prohkm by ignoring uk!)' ron-
00"", whi,., 'rying 10 p.>pt. ow:r prob
Itms. Both t~ Signal C"'l" ladcnhip 
and ,he fI(fOOIut;cal rommuni!), lb.
grandy ~r1oOld the "",ngrh. of the 
p~1917 military Ivi •• i"" pmgnm, 
inaccul1ltdy .enning it the bes. in .he 
world. A ocr;cs of (alai acri,icn" in
volving military .i~ .... f!, ,he 00II"
manial of Lt. Col. Lcwi. E. Coodier, 
Sr .• ror auemplinJ; 10 ""P""" conditions 
at the Signa! Corp.' San Diego Hying 
Schoo!, and the f~il"", of the lot Aero 
Squadron to adCtjuarcly 10PPO" 
Pershing'1 Mexian CJll'cdirion >1 wi 
ml:aJro the mukquacia of the Signal 
Co.pi ptognm to barh Congrns and 
the public. But the increa5td funding 
and reorganizaTion arne 100 ute, and 
eM llIiludco and habi" =.ted in the 
p",war period rom;n"ec1 into th~ Gn:a{ 
War. Johnson judgcl Amerinn mili
tary ~"i~tion dur;ng the (ntire period 
19()7 10 191 H to h.ve been "a failure: 

This IUmmary can only him 11 the 
complexity and sophi~licat;'n" of 
JOIll1501"15 a/&Umcnt. M~ :01 thil 
volume i~ some qualiflOl.i"". need to 
be emen:.:!. F" ""1, .1", KTl)n:luric:ol cun~ 
slitue .. C)' hanlly 'I~>b: wi.h ~ ';ng\< 
voice. After all, .he Rogers ClIn""" 
bbmcd Co .. "....,.. .. 01 rhe Cencral Staff 
fOf the inadequacy "f .he Amc:rican 
.viaT;on pr"Rl1IrlI. Sero"d, Johnaon'. 
discussion of the ~sc or ",;rial ob8cr"'"rs 
in directing artillery fi", m • • he Western 
Front i. ilfll' .. '<.:i"". l',i~ may ",nw the 
~t1;Kh" "'1''''' the author ci'", buT 
S.,df."..l Hid"",U', and Dominick 
C .... h.m'1 book, Firt~ Bri/isbArmy 
W",/'Cm ,,,,d T"twrin tf m.r (London. 
1':182), and Boyd Dutrop', Ki"K tf 
&/rk:A B,.,.,d I Jist"" tflM U.s. A""1j 

F~kJ AniJ,", (Fort Monroe, Va., 19'12) 
--nd Ju...: ~ the ncce=ry COn

tot in whkh to p1acc the "1"""t. Thinl, 
Johnson iJ highly critic:al of If", railure 
of Congmi to provide the fu"d. re
quired to k«p Amerian rnili~A'}' ",'; a~ 
tion abreast 0( Eumpe." ,k""I"I'mrm. 
befWttn 190\1 ~'wl 1917. While fRO'" 

could and should h~v( b«n done. 
Johnl"", in my view, holds Congress 10 
orr im"""ible .l1Ind.ud gr."n the pre
\';Uling dtql""5c.":ltcd provinci.ili,m of 
American politic; .nd the imm.anm 
naNre of Il"I06t A .. "-";C".n thc.>ugh' about 
international nobuo". during the pe
riod. The major Eurol'eao llOWC!1 wnT 

e~ in. fi>U-blown an ... r:u:c umil 
August 191~ and • titanic mili •• '}' 
.mrggle thereafter. In tbe .bscna, of :Ul)' 

c:oll to arm$ by e;lher Preside",. Taf. or 
Wilson prior to 1':117, Congrcs. "",,1,1 
h."" hardly m.tched Ihe F.ump(3n 
:t<:rial a«ts. Fourth, &l1Irrtc~l that the 
American mi~tary a"ad": "etwork per
formed u weU u Joh.uorr daimr-md 
my own rncarch in .he crA wnukl nJi
da~ his a/&Umcnr-r.l", rq><>rn ,hey 
sent back ~ on doc!rinc, t:octic$, 
and t«hniques. Fm oIMouo re:l$Ofl!l, 
airical engineering ,b .. did not: become 
available 10 the .1tIChk until after eM 
American dcrl"no'ion orwar. G;"l:n the 
fact thaI Amerian infrnon!)' in eM air 
WlII qual'mi>-e II ",dl u quontll1lt;"l:. 
Ihe engirll."c-ri,,& d~!~ ""re absolufely 
critical. P;~twa. cbims by Air Service 

]I 



1a<1o.~~ !I,~t thcy wen: ;J.,~Klr."'1 of E"", 
I"'~n ''''''''~'I'ni<;nll wou~1 Ihu. h."" ~ 
~",im:l vilidity. Wid""" w aircraft 

(;I~bIe of pcrfunning tltt mission$, all 
,he an"d...t "'ports on ~, r:ocrics, 
and I«hniquo ",nui....d theory du, lhe 
Americans ~'" inC<Ip"bk of pumng 
inro prxri<;!:. Fi~y, johnson's judg
_Ill ,Iu, dw: Amcric-oln Air Serviox _ 
• "foilure" during WorW War I Slrikcs 
_ a~ much '00 h:o.rsh. The War De
pHlmt"t .nd the Army as a whole 
""perienctd grea, diffICulty mobilizing 
.. nd fiddi"f: ,. well -.rmed, technically 
'r.tinc<.i, ""d ,; .... tio..1llly "'-'1,hi,'i,"",,:.1 
mili ... ,), m..,..,. Whiic: lhe. Amcric.n Air 
Servia: 1I1W" be <:Vlllu .. ,ed a fat/u", 
judged I/(lliru, odcaI "or",.. ..00 the 
Gcrnu ... mosh' ev<:fl dispu'e th .. t, .. 
""'"" ,n'eresting question is how did lhe 
Air ScMce dl"0f1 com~ 10 tltt dl"orn 
of ,he Ofher anTIS ..00 SCMces in the 
/\morian Expc<litionary r= I sus
Jl«t it w.I' ""ry nur ,"" norm, """" 
~tUl th,n ~ and \<:s •• ucc=tUI 
,han othell. 

A. thi, las' olm""'tion indi,at(Cs, 
john",n ",:aches provocat;"" cond",
" 0'" 'h>l fom: his ",adell 10 think 
beyond ,he ma,eoal pn:SCnted. At ,he 
same fi"... he;$ f.i. milKkd.laying OUt 
both fhe ~pponing .nd opJX>5ing evi
den«: bd"o'" he malcts • judgment. In 
hi. discunioo of ,ongn:ssional 
IIndcrfundlOg of Iitt air arm. for c
""'pic:. I>e: con.odell ,hoc naN", of tltt 
I"" ..... r federal ';IX basc-jll" how 
mud, fe>cUuc Congress aCNaily hd 
..... il .hle. I" so doing he pushes his 
11:""",,,10 imo:<" .. rca where no mili",ry 
hi"',ri"" h., yel ven'ured. but 0'" ,hat 
• hi,"'ri." i" 'he fi,lun: will ignore af 
hi, ()r lie' pe,'l. 1< .. , "flen mi!iUIy 
his!()ria"i. i"n""'II."I:<1 by 'h" nlodel of 
civil-m;li .. ry rd.lio", iml'lieil in the 
-New Army" ",fonn$ .. f rlK: c:lJly 
~ ... tic,h ccnrury. fix:u. al,,_, a;du
,i""ly on fhe ",ilifuy" ",lalionsfup 
wi,h .he "'''''',five 1 ..... lCh. slighting 
Conp<:N. Jnh"."" ""\u"'" that in.ri
notion ." ...,me. ""11"', whoc", it belongs. 
Likewi"" hi. i"s;r,hf:l ,ntO the role of 
public ()pi " ;",, , ~ .. peci"'ly elitc opinion, 
. n; very I",we.rul. Reflecting the ori
g;"1 ,,1" ,hi, v .. h"ne. hi . research is most 
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'~""I"dK:".iYc ;" thcsc: area'. [luI 
johnl<.>n·, "'l;',rnc:n", .n; much h~1cr 
,han Ihis ruher n2lTOW .:vi<knti.ry 
InK. He e"g:lg<:!I in informed sp«U1.
tion-u in his ~nlcing of pttWOr {<:n

,ions oo-e. promotion wifhin ,Itt 2;' 
ilIlll 10 wuti",., {nod. betwun the Air 
~rviox 1e;K\c,n-th .. rould e .. ily pr0-

vide disscmfion .nd :m",le m>lcri.1 
for tho M.\' ~".rolion of . 1U<k1ll' of 
milir~ty ~v;. , ion in the Un;ted S .. tCIL. 
He a1$(1 tics milimry "'(Onll '0 'he 
bro.der 'hemes of Amerkan poli'ic.1 
and cu lru .. 1 history. Rut ;f ,h. ",ade. 
c:n"d"dCi thaf ,his i, • nkbe book, of 
;"I"""f "uly l\, hi. lo.;a", of the U.S. 
M Force, ,hen I ha .. e railed to ad
"'l,wely ron..." ,he «H"LCCpruai rich
I>C:U and originality of ,he au,hor', 
uguments. lVi/tSf~ EASk should he 
",ad by all slU<knCl of civil-mil;tary 
",lations, thoc I'mgras;"" I::r:>. fhe. c ... -
lurion of w.lrfan: ;n .he. twcn,it:,h u:n 
fUry. ~l1d inll;""io".1 d""J.,"'. 11,e 
UniVCfl;IY o l"No .. h l:~mli" . 1>=, h .. 
produccd • h. nd",,,,,,: >"Iu",e worthy 
of fhe high-Ie""IOI<"hob"hip imide. 

Vr. &/g'" 1-: R"i/ta. 'r. U ~ hi,/"..;a" ;n 
1M Ifimrn' Diui,io" of CMH. H, 
umwl h;, U<fO .... " ;n hi""ry al 'ht U"j
~'mj'J 11/ lVillw";,, MadiJDIf, ~ ht 
_ • ,/i_III;"" Qrr -Major ('oDJGU! J. 
F ... "lli" lkil."J /'t1jlil"ry RLfiw-' 1M 
CiJir! 11/ SIIIjfy ....... /906- 19/0. - H~ U 
1M II .. r,," 11/ Eya of Artillery: Th" 
Oogi ... , of MOOrm U.S. Anny Avi~
tjon in World W •• II (CMH, MOO). 

Tu.rt,/o ParI! 
If Jiall Strut Tycoon ""d tIN 
S«rtt Palau of &i~nu 1"ha1 
ClHmpd tIN Coun~ofWDrld 
n"r 11 

Ky J L~"K:' Co"a", 
Simon &. SdrUSlU, 2002, 3J l pp., ." 
Ko:vit."W by Keir B. Sterling 

O",lIio,,~ny. books come .Iong 
which pr()vidc " ew f",rspecti,~s on the 
Kicn!ifi~ .~w"'I'\ishm.llIs ,h., 
hclped win 'he s.:L"Und World War. 

11,i, wcll -wriuen a(OOII111 is o"e of 
Ih""". 11K: .uthor " descelKkd from 
""""nl ~",in""1 H ...... rd <:h"rniot .. 
one of wh<ll" ...... IM..,. S"', .... r~,he, 
j.""", I!. C""~n', 1u").,o1i",,, l>trtident 
of ,h .. i"";"'1;"" and late. U.S. am
/);o ......... r to Ge.many. Jarn~ Conant 
knew •• MI wo,ked w;fl, the .ubj""t of 
Ihi. htM'k dmi"l1 W", ld \Va, II . 

I.:<.);cly uv",I ... ,kc,,! hy h;Sloria",. 
I\lfr"d I.ce Ln.-nni. (1887-1975) 
I'bycd "" i"v.I".hlc I",hind-fhe
I"n"~ ",I" j" ,hi, wu"t,y', ",ili'ary 
n:lu .... h ."d dC"d"I'LLlent .,ena dur
ing World W .. II . Kom i"", • ..,
c;.lly prominent f.mily of New Yurk 
phy,;ci."., 'he well-educated 
Loomi, w,," • IInd ..... fe of Andover 
and V.le .",1 hckl a law degree from 
H .. ",,,d. 1[,. !"lither d,st~m f.uhe. 
died when l..oonllS WlIS a sophomore 
in ",,\lcKe. Fortun,ucly. howc""r. 
I lenry Lew,s Stimson. 'WO decade, 
old.r ,han Loomis. was hi. tiro! 
cou.i". TWICe sccretary of wor (scrv
inK under I'",sidents Tar,. ['nnklin 
Ru"'cveh. and Truman) . nd sce rc
,.ry of ,f ' fe IInder President Hoo...r, 
S,;",,,.,,, looked upon Loomis as the 
"ILL fh., Ihe older man could nev<:t 

have •• "d ....... umil hi. duth in 
1\150. Loomi,', ,upporti, .. surrop' . 
{.,hcr and mentor. In rum, Loomis 
I,dl>e:d hi$ older cous;n mau some 
I" ... r"ahle ,,,"e511n(ntS, thus (n.bling 
S.i" .... " to purjuc his polilical (;Ireer. 
Ar'cr fi~e yurs' practic( u • jun;o. 
. "orney .nd then • pUln~' ;n 
S,iL11lOn', law firm, Loom;., who h.d 
"mng i"ICre5t1 ;n sci.nce (ro'" 
ohil,lhoo<l. spent World War I •• "" 
ordnance ofti,er at Aherde.n I'mvinl: 
Ground. Maryland. wh(re he ,mc 10 

the gnde of lieut.n.", culo"d. 
While !erving the"" h. in""nletl 'he 
ballij,ics device known as Ihe Abcr 
dttn chronogroph, which mc:uured 
.hell ,·dociry. He .1 .. , ix:ca"I<: an au
,hority on ",n~ all"" uction. 

In 19191 ..... ",,;. "nd his brothe .... 
in-bw L •• Mk", Thome reorgani~d a 
W.1I S"~"'f '"vOilment-h.nking fi,m . 
They enjoyed cnormous SlIcr"S in ,he 
puhl;~ n,ili1l.' and d.ctric powcr 
field. ,,,,d. '''''cil,.,ing ,he Cn,h fIr 



1929, m.de- and rcuined- many 
millions, They .Iso developed the 
la~ holding company coocept, In 
19)1, for uample, they jointly pur
chaSt:<! Illlton I Iud Island, S,c., at 
lhe bug .. n prl(e of 1120,000 "KI 
nent<! O'Itr Sl1 mill;"" when they 
ioId it twenty )'no; I"ct, In ,h.t ""me 

)'car. ho ... evcr, they al... i""Clited 
hcn,l)' It, Whirlwind, 311 CXI'<:n~iVt; 

A"'"ric~'_ Cup yad"il\J.: "nlty, which 
came ill ,lcld I.,.. 

In 1<,134 L< ~ II"i, 'I"i, Wall fitn.:e " 
,n p.n hecot,,!e the Erne,!,:"''''y Ilank
m!,; Acl p,olllb;te<l invc" rnen' bank
en {rom serv;nll . , din:.:"' .... f mem
her hank;; of the Fed"",1 [{<;KfVe. 
I lav;ng ,,,,,,,,,1 hi. ha~k on banking in 
his It,c (ortics, and with "" 1"'rticula. 
,nte",." ""Y'""llll.innining ria " 'i,h 
hi. family and fmnds, Loomi, "'
lun'cd '0 hil firs, IQ,~, ,he ph)'5ical 
sciencci . FuC"inlTed by The ,ubject 
frum oo,'hood, he h.d .l",ady builT a 
1. \>0""0')' neJ' hi, home in The uc\u
.i,'c New Y",k suburb of Tuxedo Park. 
'l1'el"<: he indulged his own scientifIC 
pmdiv;';e .... hile providing major fi
n.nci.l .. ,!,!",,, 10 • numbe r of profi:s
,ional""'"n,i"s, beginning with Rob
crt W. W"."I. a j<lhn. Hnpkin, ph)'5-
ics professor he h.d hefric"d",1 du ring 
Ihe war. 

In the proceM nf tu'ori"g Loomi. 
in ph,.. ,o in ,hc 192Ot. Wood dcvel~ 
oped I llOW<:rf,,1 ...... ill .. or .nd, wilh 
Loo",i.·, lid, e""duc'ed "'Kueh on 
ultruound WIve •• nd 'P«lroKOPY. 
Th,oul\h W'KH1, L""mi, me' .nd 
hoited • nlllllbe. "r E"rope.n "nd 
Ame,iean physici, ... i"el"di ng sueh 
luminariC5 II Alben Ei""cin, Nid. 
nohr, Enrico Fermi, ." .1 K .. I 
Com PIOn, some of wh"", .Ire .. ly 
held. or ~r~ ,,·eoru.n,. 10 win, 
Nobel prizes. Lon",i • • 10" han krolled 
dozens of Kienr,f,c conferencel, 
meetlngl.l«uofCII, and dinnen. Som. 
of the K ient; ... working;n Loomis', 
l.b lutor",1 hi. Ihree IIOnl in their 
' plle 'ime. F""n 1931, fhe day-ro
d.)' lab open ti"". were (wcI'Ken by 
Loomi. '. weahh)' )''' "''Ilc r I'ro",st 
G.r"" l'lobar! Ill, gr;" "I",,, "f W ill
iam McKinley'. (,," vi'·"-prc.idrlll, 

whosc ~xy Belgi.n-born wife 
1I.hnelte '\lbsequenlly hce''''e 
Loom,s's mmfa. ,,,,1 late. hi. ott

ond wife. 
In 1936 L""",i. IIOC' Erne" 

I-"w.-e""",, • brilli,nl .nd pel'SQll.ble 
young physidot I •• he Uni""rs;ty of 
C.lif"rn;. who had buih a C)dotfQn 
' here and become involvt<! io a variety 
" f proje<:1S involving high-energy 
ph)'5io. nOI~bly radiuion trUlmentS 
in ",,,,!i";nc. rhe emerging and sec",
,ive f,dd~ uf r:,(lio derection and !";lng
ing (I • • c. to be known., !";ld.r), and 
"omi" I"<:Karch . L.w",ncr and 
Loomis immedi'lely benme d ose 
friend. and coll.bowors. Hiving 
wo.ked ;n hydroelectric ~r devel
opmenl, Loomis wu knowledgeable 
aboul m.ny aspcclS of Lawrence'. 
work. Scic:ntifl( me.reb in the 1930. 
W15 yit'lually im",,",ble Wil houl I'ri 
''a te funding, which W1~ ",,"",e be
c.usc of ,he G.tat n..""""ion. 3nd 
compelition for IUP1~"r W''' keen. A 
dubious public, un h.ppy I",,,.uoc of 
perceptions Ihat Icdlllol"I:Y h.d 
Ihrown many I"'Qplc nul "f wnrk, fu r
Iher complicot.ed Ihe .il"a'i"". 

\Vi,h ,he ou .br.,.~k "f war in Eu
rope in 1939, Loomi • .kvu.cd mos' of 
hi. ''''Tel 10 .upportin~ and ""
p.nding L.wrcr>et'. labontory in 
Californi •• nd 1(1 limil", inil;al;""" al 
lhe ~hS$l(husetlS Innitute of TNh 
nology. liandwmc" magn~lic, ),e' 
modeS! and "'Iiccnl, Loomis-who 
WH perhaps 0 ... of Ihe len we. lth""" 
m~n in Amerk. at the lin,e-w: .. 
prrfNtly comfortabl~ wh~n oper~ Ii,,!; 
in th~ b;u:kground, Iwing Law,,,"e,\: 
and olh~r Kientisu enjoy growing ac
daim fOf Ih.ir work.. In I.rge p.rt 
Through Loomi.'. drom. Lawrence. 
who Wl\. a ... nd~d Ihe Nobel Prize for 
ph)"it1l in b'e 1939, WH .bl~ In enliSI 
support from olher Kll ntim, founda 
rion., W;ill 5 .. eel financicn, h"sinCM
men. and ph,lall,h"'!'i.... The 
Rockefeller Foo""," ,ion ga'''' 
L,"'", nce $1.15 "'illion-t .... n ""
g.t(!(d as • rtlna,bhk "un-for hi, 
new and upanded e)'d<>!",,, l''''j''''' in 
1940, and wilh Lonmi". cnr:o"",gc
men! other foun,I.Iio", lenl 'heir ,up-

port. Loomi. al .. , p,"yide"tl fi ",,,~i~\ 

.id 10 (o"'l,lcm(ntary proj«15 at "HT 

.".1 HUYlIrd . R«ogniun8 Ih .. 
Ame<ioo' entry into World \VoU II 
w:11 no, fat diSTant, he focuSt:<! 00 
edu<;'1ling him~lf oboUI the p/ly>ics of 
radar .nd atomic energy. TI,is i,,
volved trips 10 Enghnd . ",1 m,,~h 

In,~1 between tloco E ... C" . .. . nd 
Cal ifornia. 

In June 1<,140 l'l ciidc," [{""",,vd, 
IIppointed Dr. Vannevor fI"'h. ono; of 
the Kientis,s a' l'lilT who It . d wl
laboRTed wilh L",n",i •• I" head the 
Nat ional rkfense Rc~m'h C",nmi,
lee (NDRC) •• nd 8",h cn li or"d Ih~ 
Tuxedo !'1,k ""per;men'", 10 Ilk~ 
ch .. !';" of a ' 11I. ... ial N U[{e miefQW:I."" 
comm",ec. 011" .. f ,he commin",,', 
mojUf challen""" in,"ohoW ",,,,reoming 
lhe wmct;rro.eI awkw.rd interrelation
ship .mong Ihe miliu ry, Ihe ........ reb 
communi ty, .nd induotry. Loomi,', 
many conneclion. in indu>!,y .",1 ill 
the finan ci al and bu.;n".. ...o.ld, 
coupled wilh hi l indispen .. hle ti", 10 
~Iimson. who .g.in he""",,, 'e"n.:t .. y 
of W ", in Jul), 1940, helped hi'" 10 
",sol..., such pfoblem •. Ably .",i!lcd 
by Law",nce, Loomi, worked wilh 
Hri,;." Kienlin. in 19~0 '0 .,"!' Ul' 
tho: p.c<: of ,-~rious asp«TS of ",lat 
","".«'h. Closing down hi. Tuudu 
P,uk hbonlory for lhe dunl;on, 
I ...... mil spent mosl of Ihe war yea .. 
working in npidlyexp.an<kd faeiliti"" 
. t 1\11'1: Th."" wi lh • 51aff Ihat u.hi 
m.rciy numbered ~ .OOO. indudinJ.: 
500 physicisrs, ~nd a monthly budgel 
"f '"me 54 million, ,he strong-willed 
a"t! "h .. ;~m~ ,ie Loomis pla)",d a di 
re"" role in the scientifIC research .nd 
le",inl: Ihat led to Ihe development of 
Ihe t o [{AN long-r~nge n.vigolion 
"Y"cllI, logether wilh ground-con
IroUcd ~ppro;ach ;nsuumenti for pi
lou and "'~r 100 olher syslem .. in
duding .",ilubm.rine an.1 "blin<! 
bombing- devices, gun-laYing ndar, 
and melhod. for downing German V-
2 rod,~t$. 

The .u.hor ch. "",' cri?,c. Loomis, 
Law",nct, and Cn"'I''''''' who w.s 
p",.idenr of MIT. ~. 'vi ,ionarie$ of 
the w~rt ime 1"1~'r""'y,' (I" 278) but 

" 



.s she makes dear. th,s was a(Com
plishrd at cons,derable perlOnal cost 
10 Loom". II,s firsl marriage WII. 
c hal'S(leri~rd by his wife's depres
ilon •• condition Ihal IraglCaily af
n",led mony OIh"r f.""ly ""em],,,rs .. 
well. l .oo",i'. 1945 dim";e alMl '(
", .. , i'ge to Jl.h nene Hobart "'1'
tll1't'd person. l rcblion, with two of 
his Ihree SOnS and many of th,i, 
friends. He I. rmin.r"d hi, Tux"do 
Park l.oo,.IO,y •• o ld hi. in.erem 
.he1't'. and lurn.d down various po'I
war job offers. Neverthdess, h. and 
JI.\1n.n. "'maincd dcvoted 10 each 
olher until hi' dUlh. 

Pre.io.lcnt Trurrun aw.nlal I ~"'TI;" 
lhe M«bl nf F"",dom lOr h" w.mimc 
""pk~' .. o,Ki ll", lin l" i, i"""",,,al him 
"M~r 1,,1«1>1 'If Scrvi.:r. in II", Ca,,,,,, nf 
F",,-~Iom, illll Loomis II..", fadal imo 
lhe ba<:k,l(fOUno.l and..,.. b'J:"ly f'-"l:'>f
kn. H" died in 1?7S at lhe ago.: of !l7. 
Conant's fm-pa<"Cd .nd .... ·el1-WTinen 
aC('OUnt pla<"" l.(><)l'"i'" ><'<" ""l'li,h· 
"", .. I' in Ihc l'",I>"" "f A,,,,,,;,'.n .. ,;"" 
,ili e "chic,""",e"h d,,"; ,,): \Vorld w" n. 

n,. Kn, H. SIt'r/inl b<n han a r;"ifum 
J,;J/,,..,,,,, wi,h,~ Arm! ,inu 199.J and 

""""""',, hi",,,,,,,, F Ik /J.s. A,.,." 
r .. ...JJiw Arm, SII'''' CAtrrI7Ul.ul 181 
/0,,,, l.n. la .. ,iirtf' 1998 H~ ""jln! I~ 
Biographical Dicrion: ... ), of Amenc..n 
and Can:ldi:u1 N.rurali.r. and I::n";
ronmcntalistf (lI'mptm. Ctm" .• 1997). 
IIi. a'iiti. '(l.S. Arm! Ctmtrihution. to 
Amrri"", NMural &i",,,,. 1864-189(1,' 
apptaml in f~ Summtr 1997 j«u, of 
Am,)' I listory {No. 41}. 

0 .. IIx NOIUI l a SI,,/i"r,atl 
M, mai,., of" 11 10",,,,, 
MiU'hi,,(' G .. " .. " 

By loy. M . Smim o"," -Med.ouk"", 
.diltd and l .. n.I~led by 
Kllimi~ .. J. Conam 

Ntw 1I1ililary l'ubli. hing. 1991, 
130 pp., paper, S 11. 95 

Reyiew by C. Al~n Knighl 

\V",ld \V .. 11. k""wn s1iU 10 Rus
~i:o,,, •• 'he e'cal ... "i01ic Wa r, h~d a 

1 .. A""I' Hil.loryWintcr 200) 

pn.:ofound dT«1 on thOl nation's history 
and its ~Ialionship with tht world 
community of rulTions, As Alexander 
\\hlh 5I'aled. "'Tht mYSliqUf of a greal 
n.l>onal WIIr, of a life-and-d.:nh 
0I"'1:I:k: look ,kq, RX)I ,n Iht Rusoiani 
""'w-H"'",""'" within • very short 
lin,.,."' 

0" t~ RINNI ID Slali"grad IlTCic"" 
The d~iiy life .nd ti m"" of ;.".op 
~ Icdvcdev:>, • 19-)",, -01<1 f"",.le Rc~! 
A,my m""hine gH""''' ",,,vi,,): i" 
Uk",inc durin): the c,i.i".! l'eTi'KI of 
1941- 1942. Gcn" .. ,y i",,,ded tI", So
";et Union on 22 June i941 .",,1 ],y 
Ocr., had ....... c do"" '" ,'K.~ory io 
... nlinl:' Ral Army whooe leodership 
h:.d b.:<:" d""i''''lai by Ihe 1937 
I''''gel .,oJ hu.-detlw by I lack of ape
, io., ,,,,, with lo!tI~kfteg warfare. u-.in.ing 
.1" ,nf.lt., .,"1 'he IlCfVlIsive.nd pe'ru
ri' "" i"'p'rl "{S,,li,,', k:-...k:o;hil~ 

M"dvc~Ic.·". '''''"R,i, 1,";nlO a pi<:
ntn: "f Io ..... ",y a",1 re",arkable unil 
""1";' dc ,.",,'" wil l"" her machine gun 
"''' ''p.ny i" ,he face of O\'erwhelmltlg 
," Ids. I [(>wever. ,,1fteer I.adership 'p
pcars a,,' .'eurish and 1101 particularly 
<ly" . ",i(. W ilh some aceptions. lhe 
ronnlel at Mcth'Cdcw.·s k:vd was I 

Ct""c: -u -)')U-arl: war. in whi"h tht sue
""""fuf Wtl~ th~ iU"';von; who had 

k:." ... ~1 hr .","'~ 
Thi. slim ... >lu"",. ru .. "iluling lhe 

linl of l\'I .. ~h't.~k. ..... •• W'~'I;",e ,,"',no, .... 
rovtn hI;, '''"lions dm;,,!: 1"" un;ls 
<.kftn,i"" ''I",,,IIMn,. ~l Od.,. .... nd 
ScV"~i''-'1~'1. While a,kL.-..'Ssing her per
f"n"""et: . s • ", . rhine ~unner, h~r 
acroont .Iso dcso·.il"", I,er frc'lUCt\1 UI;
li,~"i,-,n ., • '''''''1'"'')' ,ncdic. suppl.· 
m"",i,,): d'e _ill""d medical non
('f""",i"i,,,,e.t "ffieet by providing 
",,,,I ;,~I """;.(~,,,,,, 10 Ihe wounded 
mIlCh n wtII.kl I OOfllemporary U.S, 
Anny """"""li,,.,1 ooIdie, tr:oined as a 
<'o,,,h:II lif""" ....... n", Red Army secms 
10 h,,,,, dl"aik,d f"male eombatanr. ro 
"""Ii",,1 ,I",,,,, fuquendy during lhi, 
period. ~ ",<1""I0. ...... j acooum also ~" 
I""" "" I,.,. ,'OWn "eatmem afler she 
w •• ",.;(~.sly wound«i. It is • te1lta
mcm '0 l11."r ~djustn'cnt 10 di",bili!)", a. 
he. """,,<I. c":.luiCd .... ..,~ and p<:rma
n"II' vi.i"n impairment, 

M ed,-cdcva'. memoir. provid~ a 
p<:tsOO:t.l bul officially 5:l.nitiW "~n
dow imo her unit'. «>mba. op<:wiorn. 
The vign~11et Stk:cttd.nd their word
ing an' ~fullr cbosom. somo:h""" 
olnling an air of artiliciali!)". The au
lhor cdubirs lmj( soemimcmili!)". much 
deference 10 leadership figures. and ex
CCJ"it",.1 "....J.cjly .s she .-..:oum. hcr 
own ,,,i,,,,, while emphasizing thc 
' . erili"", uf hcr fellow soldiers. 

N",wi.h'IOndins her sc"(~ 
wound. ."d only partial "",O\·e.)', 

M edvedeva continued in !>emcc: and 
"lri",.,<:Iy r",.""i~ ~ commissioo. !>erv
i"K a •• platoon k:adcr and t.re. OJ a 
comp.any romma",,". She: at:hic:vt.~1 

lhe rank of ... nior licuren.nt pm to 

~iving a Iong+(J\-.:rduc medical .1 .. 
charge in 1M fall nf 19-14. Gn.-.:n <1", 
<leg"", of he. phr'ical imp.;rment, it ii 
~ IcUillS ",ntment:uy on the need f ..... 
lrained m.nf'O"""r Ih>l the R«I Anny 
relained Mr on 'CI;ve du!)" f>r beyond • 
poim ~I which . he should h"", bo.:c" 
,..,Ieased ~S1n invalid, 

The book is also • "ibu' e loy .he 
aUlhor to "Anka I"" Jl.hchinc G"""e, ' 
of Russian Civil \V.u r.lTl~ .nd 10 

Med,~Ic-va'1 frio."11<l. me"",, • • ,orl rdlow 
comb.lant. Ihe machine: gunnc< ,nd 
hero of lhe defen"" nf Odeo<>a. Nin" 
Onilova, who wa. f"".h"mr>IJ.ty 
.wankd lhe S<M.ct Union. hig""" 
decoralion for he"';.m. A prewar f.c· 
lory worker. Oni ........ WII. , soldier of 
imJ"'«"bl~ prolet"";.n o,igins wh" in 
spired bolh f.m ale .nd m.le ."Idieo; 
and whose 1010 decply affc""I<-d Ih. 
aUlhor. who SWOI'I." a. her gr"'e,;dc 10 
.venge her d."h. 

The br",k·. '1'. ",1."" a"d edi'or. 
K1~micta COI Um. i •• C.n.dian of 
l'olish bir,h wh"",, ..,holarly imelCSlS 
oxnlt' on R" .. i." fe",a1es in military 
!>e~ . In h.:r ;utTU<luclloo. she poinrs 
OUI .he R.'OO!:"i'ioll ....-.:orded oo.h 
Mro-k. ..... ~ "",I Olliloo'. by sek:cred 
"""IIior So .. ,el ""Inary lewers. indud
ing ~b ... h,1 Nikol.y A. KtyIov. The 
ori):;",1 i%7 Russ,,,n version of On I~ 
R""d ,~ S/aN"x,,,,; was pobli,hcd by .he 
l\1i"i,,,y ,'f Defense. a de .. ~ne,,,i,,,, 
,b . , 'he . ccount had been "ffi,;.lIy 
"""cd ,,,d cle~red fo' public",i"" due 



ro in ptrcei,-e<t V'I.\ue ;IS ~ vehicle for 
patriotic .dU(~tion. 

What do we know about 
~\e(h~ herself? Th<: n::httncc: or 
the author and. a lack of iUCCCOS by the 
«Iitor and Ir.\tlsUtOf in r=rching lhe 
m'lI.ryidd US IIOdun lSlo "'". ramily 
cirtUmst~s, ~ ...... , employment or 
«I\IO.tion, or .... n her tnoining ul'0n 
• n1islm.nt. Th. rca<kr can only "I'«U
I~I. Ihal M.d,'Cd ..... ·• alln"'t c-.:rtain 
oblig.tlory .nrollment in the PiuuL",,'" 
<lr Some cLemetU "r O,,,,,,,idhim, 'he 
Su.:iety ru, the P,,,,,,nti,,,, of A";,,ion 
. "d Chcmi",,1 Dden..,. hod r,ovi,Lcd 
her h.,ie "'>rlumanship tnining :and 
rudimen'ary fint-aid ins'ruction. As 
cOTly OS 1935, ,he O~i". hm 

begun "' ""in ~n to drill, shoot. 
.",1 perform ,imple mili'H)" t"a$lc$. "The 
OT)., .... ni .... li"n IninN! owr 100,000 
milil>.y nurses in Ih., ~u olone' 
Kn""","",I, • Communis. Yol.nh 0'&'1-
ni .... tM"' .• 1!') ItroVidtd we.pons . nd 
fi .. I-.id , ... ining. j\ kd,'Cdeva m.l' ,hus 
h,vc h,d !K,m. rudim.n,.ry skills ., 
tim. uf h", enlistmen, in July 1941, 
pmicub,\y reining ro ,h. provision of 
bml.fidd medical c:m. 

Th. n.vo. of ,hi, ptriOO pi«. "r 
Sovi., propag.nda emerg ... soo" .f
'c, Ih. "",h(>,', .mbukl.lion on a 
"""I",hip "' Su"hi nu, Ih. R" .. ian-
G .... ,gi." h"nk. and h ••• ub"'qu.nl 
uri, ... 1 ., I"" ... i):ncd uni l. a ma-
ch",e gun h.n.li"n ,n .h. 251h 1),,,;
s.on. alloO k"nw" n .he 25.h Chop"cv 
Di.",on. whidt "",.i.d Ih. n.m. or a 
famou . RoMtc.ik r.l;h~cr and Civil 
\ViI, di.i""" c"",,,,""dc,. A, lOOn •• 
Me,l.cdc •• h.~ n:I'Qrtcd in, ,h. i~ 

'~mi",bl of her 1''''''' 0, • wom.n 
IoOldi", by Ihe ...,,,io, $C'1o",ant . ~o<ial
ist "ll".Ii ,y il 'luickly displ.yed by 
IK,lilieally corrtc. ,upe.io,"" bowtver, 
,h""I\" ""Iy afte. she d~mon.t .. t.< 
ht. prow" ..... "h. ",a~hi"" g"n. Th. 
poluieally in"""''''1 &l'tg".nt i. ,hen 
rtm.n.dW Ihal Itt w:lrt,me Iht .... i. no 
place for KIr"m. 

Af~u bem): 1"'"I"r.liud dlK to 
wounds, M«I,·ed., ... 'i p",moted 10 
sergeant and r.jotni he, unit tn 
Sev'<lopol. While n,,1 Y"I • 
KomloOmol m.",he" .he w .. ".;dendy 

l.cccp,.d as 1. politically ,di.hl. sol
dier. as she speaks or parlicipa'iug in a 
mcc.ing in . <1,,1:0''' on .he fron' !inc<. 
11 .. i,,'I""" .... -.: of the rommi$SOl, 0. 

polilical om""., il dearly .~rcnl 
he .... O,her mend",,* i"eluded com
p.ny 1'01ili",,1 inll1\l(10rtl, Korruomol 
"'h",,,i~.c .. , .gil.tUrtl from the !'Cgi
n"'''I, .nd ,h. n:gI"",nr.1 commi~ .... 
wh" funcli"". '1 'he deputy political 
en""".",le •. "1"1", n:gimental worthy 
dcliv" .... p>5.ion, •• 'p«ch .bout ,h. 
glorious cxploi ' l of Ihe 251h Di.ision·s 
h. roic namesake. 

The !'Cglrmn •• 1 commissar and his 
$Ubordinates u~d rare breaks in 'ht: 
odlf:rwi.., Stli~ained period. of comlt" 
to !'Cinfo~ ronctpl$ o f duty and ""Ir
",trifle<:: "And b'e one ... ""i,,~ 211 
deserving soIdicn and orr"",,,, "'ere 
.ing1cd-out by be'ng g""n ,he "1'1"" 
IUnity ' 0 lu,'C ,he b.atdc :rone le"'IM'
ra,ily, in order '0 vicw tI,. fil"" 

Ckf>'U'.' • ... As the pro;n:'n. "q,"''' 
ro chirr . . . you cn"ld "",,'" the 
5Oldicn' in,.nse hatrctl I<>W" .. d the en
emy. who had di'flIp!cd the livcl of all 
of ,Il~m. · (1'1" 30-31) I\ lt'd\'Cdev> re
c(H,"'o Ih"1 l.tc. in Inc rno>'ie.n enemy 
h"lIet kills Ch~p.>eV. ~ suitably heroic. 
1""y-<,n'<"('lcd ending or '";trianc. 
""Ih ,he reallly ofhi" ,k".h .. '1'1."g<' 
rictim in 1937. It should "'" n"''''! ,h.I 
lhe bulk of the: .Ulhor·, :occounr 10k .. 
pI= du,ing the perIOd of 16 Jul)" 1941 
to 9 Octobe. 1942 dunng which Slalin 
h"" "'imposed lhe 'QfI"ImilSM ')"Ilem 
on the SO"", orm..! fo,ces. 

NOl ullClCptCtedll" IhI: widely n;

.ptct..d wldier Nttla Onilow. _""., ,,, i" 
mo!'C than one anccdol~, O):", ill a""H:i 

"<cd with ,h. i,,,,,kation nf ' 1'1'""",1 
.-alU($. Vi,i'ing j\·!ed,-.:dc ... ·• <:eM"!,:""'Y, 
,h. ever-vigilant O"ilova not"" that ""10 
of ,he m>ICrune gu" on. ...... i. ",i .. ing • 
<part ~hbk>ck and other atn 1'""". 
Chastising .nd then exhorting. OniLcw. 
promi5n to return .1", fol~""'nJ; <by 10 
.n .... !'C rorrtet;"" acnOn .. ,""en. She 
rnaI<n it cleu '0 ,he ch~."n ... l <",:wand 
10 ,he roonco ... "ni .... M""1 "ff"K"Cr in 
charge that lhey mll'( .Iwa) .. be fUllr 
p!'Cpam! TO join ,h.ir OM"r.,ks ;n kill
ing Nazi 501<lien;. O"i~""A rerum •• nd 
determin« Ihot Ihe "",,'ng p"" h.\'C 

I.e.",," n:'Vllen:d_ /T.·kd,-e<tev> ,rium
I'h:mdy 001., th~I the errml NCO has 
~n shipped off 10 a ,ifle: ""'''I'''''y, 
"Ion: ti~!y his Mtin:!.!ioo ....... a u"it n( 

, I"'n.il b.amlion. 
<..h-.:r,r,U, what doc. thi. \OL"Om2.n 

soldier's Kcounl ,.U ... ~ Ik).>'Kiltcin): 
• slOf)' of indi,,;du21 and mllct:li,-e 

heroism aOO • Kl"LCi of v'y.''''''''' .h .. 
show 'he degree or Communi .. Pu'Y 
control .1 the JJnall uni, b'd, .he 
iCCOUnt ilJu51UICi ck" lr .h ••• 1,,: Rul 
Army of 1 '14 1-42 ",,'" " ",.ch'ne ch .. -
"cleri,.ed br rig,d <1'''·'I,li" •. I'''rioti,m 
was oIwc ,,,d ... ell, h"t Ihe fO<"Us was on 
"""i"g 'hc ""lion, 11<>, The Communist 
n.W""'. U",il viciOry W.>S in Sighl, po
li'ioo.l ...... ker. in ,h. miliTary .mpha
sized d >e Iheme of "",rif". 10 ",",'C the 
I(u .. i~n homebnd. If lhe reader will 
.li\"tKtt himself or herself from the 

""lili",,] ..... T1OOCS of Ihi. """"" lhe 
n::,mit will be TCW:trd'ng. The reade. 
will lICe small unit combat optralio,," 
;n",l,ing m:ale 1nd female 1',,,.,,,,,,eI 
conducted e/Tccli,,"'y and largely w,th ou. K~is, ()I.'Cllone$. j\\ e<!."k\"".~ .,,
COllnt i. one nr tI,c r. ... to '1'1"''' in 
English Iho ... ;n): tl ... ,k~'"rt<i of p.rtici
palion by "",,,,,,n mili,.ry ptrsonnd 
and .he h.mi,,,, Ih")' rli,pb)'ed during 
lhe G",", PatrtOCic \V, ... 11", authori 
distinguished wvtime comba, n::eonl, 
fO,. whi<:h she wu dcrorated on murc 
.h.n one Ott:Isiott, c!corly ,how. ,10,,1 
he:. .. nice wu in .he highesl ,radi, ...... ,. 
ur l,mfCMio".1 IOldieri"g. 

N,timl Lt 0sI. G.A!an Kni"M snwdllJ 
~" Ifrmy MM;r~1 &n.'iu o,rp' ofJi.~. 
Following hil mirrmrnf from fix If,my 
in 199J, hi 1,lIIg}J/ bislary ul lhi If"i",>"
,ily of u xu, "I Sail Anlanio <lm' .0;.,,, 

Amonia 0sI1",. 11" " .. umN hiJ <u"",1 

po,ili ... '" "mlll», ,,/ lhi u.s. If,my 
Mdir"t CHpttrt",,,nl 111="", i" 1999. 
TIN dilt>r -fAr"" IIi"",, finl =m.od 
"<Of>!-fOn lhe Road '0 S •• I'nJ,.-r.>d in 
2000. 

No= 
I. Atc... .... , \\W,h, 11M'';' 01 iii ... 1~1 

/9-IS (N, .. y....t. 1%.). p.!l2. 
2. Edj;u O·lhll ,,,,,,. n.- Rd 11"",.. 11 

Mort I/i,'"'! (N.w y....t. '%~J . I'. 120. 
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Review by Jeffrq J. CI.rU 

How the U.S. Army tran,formed 
iTSelf during World W>r II from 3 
small, ill-.quipped, and I1lth.r pa
thetic ground force to the victorious 
jOAAcrnaot that it b«~me in the only 
truly It!oh;ol w .. , eocr fought i. iooeed 
• talc wwth .elling . .. is ro .his ~k 
,h., ruck Adon""", a ~1I·known 
Washington journalist, milit:ory ,n,_ 
Iyst, .00 .",hor h .. IOUght to arrly 
himself: A" A''''J Qt 1)a"", i. ,he fin' 
(>f .h",e promilled in ... l1men .. of ,h~, 
ambi,ioo, effort .nd • wnT'hy addi 
tion to hi, m""h · . ""himcd T~ /.D~& 
G'''1 Un" a mldy of. Vic,n,m W.r
ern West Point da.~, and CrU,Qd" one 
of the ben hillOri .. of the Persian 
GulrWar. 

Th i, ini. ial ... Iume i. devoted pri. 
marily 10 lbe campaigns of tltt Ameri· 
can groooo foKes in Morocro, Algeri., 
and ·[Uni.i. from Nt:m:mbcr 1942 ,,, 
M.y 1943. !iuttcroing won:. (>f lhe 
lrilogy will roo.:r the Italian .... mJ>llign. 
:and tOOse of NonIKm Europe ""'per' 
I~ly, with the Ii.xu. again being on 
Amerie:m ground romMt forca. Hut 
in f;oct the story hert begin. in the 
UnJlcd St •• e •• s the bulk <>f .he Ameri· 
<lin (orc .. Kh«luled for the T OKeII 
b"di"I:' .~oembled in Norfolk, Vir
I:i"i . , .f'e, Ihe 1;'('1 sHoaletic debates 
~"~~'I: Ihe Alhes <m:r lheir inilial gin-
1 ... 1 '~'''l1le,off.nsi.e finolly cnded. 
F",,,, Ihe IHM'1CtOWn departufCS of 
newly f1~.hlhzcd rescrvins 10 the rur
..... il e,~"""'1C 1<) the Illpid miliury 
al""~'"" Ihe ,,,thor g;'"C$ the reader ~ 
R'ood a~,aIlOll of lhe rwgh·:and· 
."mhle JUltu", <>f Ihis initial Ameri"", 
ape<I11Ooo. Atkinson's description of 
,he Norfolk port of em1nrl" .. ion il' 
,,,,If- ,he l~r joints, .h~ ~onfused 

Imll.",horCllleo and harbor maSlel'S, ~nd 
'he 1I1 . "y i" ...... ~i(ln ships thai had seen 
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bette' day.--is .Ione wonh Ihe price of 
.1." I~".k. 

A. Alki" .... , t~1<co his story (or

w:l"~ IIC illl""1ucco a _idy <>f urul> 
.,~I Dlicn of .U ... ,,"" as they enter hi>; 

~1"" ,~k. '1"""lIh" .. t. III: ~ .. on.: ere 
rk ... :ly ft"~l"",1 ,," Ih" A,,1C1ru rom· 
11;.t .. >111;...,."....,1." i"r."try>llI:n. t.nk.:n, 
•• ,,1 , ~h,:, l1illh"''' p"llcn--who would 
h."" te> 1,.,.., Ihe , ,,ai,, bunion o( what 
I.y , he.d ""d wh .. 1M"" .'c"bl .bem
IiClVUI .<) 'U" Ihe AII"IIie J:".Ulltlel or 
German U·boots.llut c"<ju:olly <Ti.i""I, .. 
his nl"..t~ are m. milit:uy bk:rs of 
this en«:rpri~. 1ne ",ader cnrountcn 
the genial and wise K.nt Hcwin, who 
npuined ,he Ameri<-:>n inv:u ..... tla:., 
and learn. ofhi. ",kl friend.hil' will. lhe 
oho""l",n11" ('''''If).,''' p.,.Ullfl. Above aU 
he ,,,-,,,,,,, otIC oI,i"i,,!: rummand.r U1 

ch;"f. f)Wi);l" Ei"",OOw.:r. dearly .1 

Ihi, I"~nl • ,,,,,,,h IIIore UO><Cl1";" :and 
""n" ), ... ~""'.I ,ho" lhe "'I""me com
"'>THier he W<luiJ lumedoy beOOllle. AJ
"""'. ,I",,,,. Alki"" ... ". Ei..,nl>owcr 
( •• "'" thi'l:il."""i" effort with great !lope 
:",d silcn! IIli.),~.in),"'. worried 0\lt1" t'" 
r~w"",," ,,( hi. ("lOS ."d the unknown 
<]1I"lit;"" .,,,1 i"lc~II;'"" of hi. ",any 
fuo. 

A. If" ArmJ"lIJuw~ amply docu
,,,e," .. the Allied landings in Morocco 
u,d AI,,"'"fi. roo,,,ed disasler. American 
.",1 llri ti.h "fT", .. to W<c , ... F",nch 
porn of Onn .00 AJgien by dinel 
l.N<Iuh f:.ikd mili<:r .... 'y. with <>IlC M'
,.1i,~, of II", U.S. 6110 In(ontry incur
ring "".".hic. th.1 "1'1lfO>1chcd 90 per
cent. Elscwhcn: l.ndiny, c .. (t ",issed 
their . "isne,l ·I.ml"" up .11.1 down I'" 
Ad.ntic .nd M«li t e rr,"e~o CO",", 

le.ving m. ny uni .. h''1,cl"""I)' diso,&,,
niud for days '" f"lk,w; .. the. ,·e,,,,,I. 
ran aground "r ~"I .. i .... ~1 ill rough .urf. 
lheir cargos lincrinv; t[,c heaches (.". 
Wttks .. A ... h """'-"':lIgc" ..... ped a 
bon.nu. Ab<M: all. the elabora", bul 
anul~ri.h AU"'~I cfTorl:l 10 dissuade 
.he Fn:'lCh mililary oommandcn from 
'-'PI'".i,,!: Ihe I .. ooings~", UA$UCCC$S' 

rul, with 11>0101 Freoch offICers rem>.in
inl: 1")"11 I" lheir Vichy m1<lCrs in on 
" I' i",,,ciy humili.ling $llOw of am
biV". lc,,~-.: .nd misplaced loy:rlty. I" 
oomr.", A. kinson points OUI . nOI onc 

Ax,s $<)Id'el diw in the initi/J occupa· 
tion <>f FrelKh Tunisia th •• soon fol
lowed '00 SCI the stage for tltt rul 
Mltl .. of lhe campaisn. 

Thc uhinl>1e triumph of the AJ· 
h«l forccs in lhe weil slill Ief •• hem 
hundreds (>( mil .. from .lttir final 
obj~tJ>'cs, Tuoisi .. and lhe re:>r of .... 
Germ.n:and Jt"'i~n .rmies fighting in 
the L,b,..n deserl. I-Ie rt A.kinson is.t 
hi. be,t, u.ing .. nccdoles. comb" re
porli, and excellen. m.ps 10 ,me, the 
"1:""i"'n):ly slow mo,'cmenl of 
A",crica" ",,1 Ilrili.h oomb" f'O""'er 
eu' im" .h" Tu"i.i." hill. and the 
ini.i.l n,,:c.;,,); c"II'I\""'c"" with 
A>:.i, It" """, fUf\."fi. Indeed. lhe rapKl 
Germao ,.,."m •• men, and .h~ slug· 
g .. h Allied I"CSpOnse ...,mcd to t.ke 
Eisenhower and his (dk>w romm.nd· 
ers by surprisc. whil. the TommiCll 
.00 Yanks On the ground were ~r .. lly 
taken .~k by Ihe ferocity of ,['ei, 
new Ad~l'S;Irics, especially when <:<Im 
pared 10 the hesitant Frtnch. In ,10""" 
h'l"$h ini lial months. Alli ed .irlHlwer 
wu gen .... lly ~bs.nt or, won;c. 
countereffecl;"" while the 1 .. llf, ...... ffc 
WI •• ( Ii.e .nd aggrusi"" . 

The Allied planning confcrtncc.t 
Cu.bltn.C1 in January 1943 .ff""ls 
lhe author. IlT:Itegic interlude." Iht: 
fighling in ·!uni.ia, illowing him to 
ch~n~ the p;a« and fow. of 'he 
nl/Tali~ a bit while j",lgi"J; Ike', pe.
formanc~ mid-camp:tign. However. 
lhe ccnterpic« of A,kin"",,', .. ory 
quickly bccQmct .h. fl);llting at 
KasSf.ine I'u. w,gcd duri"g tile fol · 
lowing mont h. Here Ihe cvcnlS wert 
more tugic. Nenly fifty yc .... l .. er. 
the U.S. Army'. ht Armlln.~l Divi · 
.ion, 'Old lron.idct,· wIluld join. 
massive cksert dr;"" ~I:".i,," • weU· 
equipped enemy ftlro:: wilhout !<>sing 
a .ingl~ t:onk ,,' arrr"",«1 persom.d 
curier 10 ....... ilc fire. No' so in Febru· 
ary 1943 whe" Ih~t SlIme unil JefllS3 
burning ta"k>; and huooreds of ",her 
""hida aud guns on 'he Mldcfic1d, 
il. ckmenu; no mlleh f ... Erwin 
R",,,,,,,,r. pan~~r troops, wlw"", ,r .. in
in); and npericnce then It,,·c Ihem 
,b·i!i.c uctical adV":III!>gCl. Only • 
~",hI Hlfli defeose in the mw" ea,ily 



de~nded hilb 10 Ihe weSI pr~n!ed 
the opportuniuic Afrib K0'1111 com
mand.r from rurn,ng the AJli~"(l n~"k 
and causing 01 more ..,,,c rc s<:l1,."k. 

In lhe: finalth,td of Ihe buuk. ,he 
author InCes the I«o ... "y nf Allied 
fortunes m T",mia. ,,"'mining the 
gnndmg I'MRreb of MOnlgomery', 
Eighth Army from II,,' ent; thc slow 
Briti,h .dvance~ 0" m·,e.te ,,,d Tuni, 
in Ih. north; and, .. more Am"riun 
fore.. arnved fwm ,he T ORe!! 
bcllChes. the ad, .. n..., of fhe U.S. II 
Corps under PlI.!!nn cu' tnw:onl rbe<:1 
like EI Cuell.,. J',1. knas.y, and 
Fondouk. A, ebewh"" Atkinson's 
map' and "",i",h,forw ... l !:Icric:al de
Knl,tiun8 nf.ke the complex 
,,,.,,euvcri,,),,,, undcl'5undabl., while 
h,. fre""ncllt of !'crtOnalili.> and his 
."ccdnt. 1 evidence .t thc f'ghting 
lo<d I"e'fhe life ;nlo uch battle .. "d 
;k;r",i~h. AI",..,IIOO quickly he cbn 
wuh Ihe ,knooemen! that AW U.S. 
f"""" in ,he oonh, now under Qmu 
Oo"lIc)'. I''''icipalt fully in the (",Oil 
A~i, dde>!, one which ,ivaled Ih.t of 
S,alin",nd in fe.mS of Ihe men, malC
".1, and ", .. regie posilion the enemy 

~." f"rever. 
FlUm ,,~rt '" fini,h Allunson', 

main theme, .n: t:Vidcnt. 'Inese ;n
clude the .1",,,,, l""I;nuou> roofli" 
berw«" th" I"incipil Brilish. and 
Amc.ic,,,, " ... "el';ll, 0'0T' commmd pri
macy: Ih.i. il''''''1 p.aradoxicil willing· 
n«. 10 pur .. idc [)'~1 fKnch JKrfidies 
and Ihe laller. w;ll; !l~c~n ea
gerne,s-Io suh."di" •• c IlKm • .!,.., 10 
Allied military di=,i .. n ~frCT the in;
liil deback; and Ihe •• c:><ly winnowing 
of American ro",n'.'KIo..." .h.. uhi
matdy lef. til<: ""lOt ~hle k aden in 
chorge.1 allle"ds. Atkinson·, foremOSt 
Ihe.i. i. th.llhe A,,,"r ...... " fo~, from 
Cb 10 ge"",..I .. di,pbyed an .. bili!), 10 
leun from lhei, CJlP"' ;'''''''' and 10 
lq:m lakinp; Ihei, ,Ie.dly tnod. with a 
Kc,ioumes, "f purl~..,n a mean
nc~s-Ih" w .... iml,ly not preKnl al 
lhe OIul. Dy ,I.e "nd of ,he nmpaign. 
'\Ikinsorls soIdoers \fi'TC .h,," ""U on 
Iheir way to mUlsli .. min):: .he:mKcWu 
;n.o lhe $UJKrb ",Ile,.. th .. ,hey woold 
10"" \0 become ;n o,der 10 ."rv;"" on 

the b.mkfiekb of Eurup: and ulti
maldy to ddullheir deadly opponent 
then: . 

An A""y ,ft Daw" is 011$0 a rollcc
rion of vignelles, anecdoteli, ."d .crol
l":lionli-much of it fresh "'.'e.i"l
,hoi pulli a hlllll2ll fa"" on Ihe Ameri
can soldier and hi, of,cn m.rgin.1 
living condition • . Atkin .. ", mnncc," 
their individuil "orie. '0 Ihe b'l.":r 
.""n" of Ihe campo.ign. while ",iv;"g 
an .... ually human aspcct 10 ,I." o;cn;"t 
officers who led or .lle"'I"",,1 In lead 
Ihem. Rel1l~ tOO m: lhe he",i.," of 
some, Ihe stoici.", of m~tI}'. and the 
incompetence of othcf'll, along wilh 
Ihe absurdllies of A",e,iun man
power pohcies, II,,, in~~lo;ties of Ihe 
SOtneIHroe prolli)''" 'e Americ.n logisti
cal apparatu> •• "d the gcncr::tlly ab)"!
mal condili"", of wa •• nd elJKci.Uy 
of gruund .",,,bo •. Atkinson also con
siden Ihe i .. "a of Oll'O(il;" and lroup 
misconduct. ,,rlen n pm of Ihe gen
......1 "0')', .nd on~ learns how the 
"ici"i l",h,. of C<.>mb~1 and Ihe horrors 
of w., .I"wly transformed America" 
)"'ull.-Ih....., thai $urvi""d-into 
l><of","i"".l ooIdiu., whik also givi"g 
them a hud edge Iha' made ,hem 
indiffe,e,,' ."d ""mc. imes callous 10 
th~;r .very.l~y ou .. ""nd;ng •. The nar
rative ;, ~~'\:"ml'",icd by an exrcnsiv. 
bibliography.nd i. heavily 1nOO1ll!ed 
wilh ehaple. endoorc, Ihat iUC ad
C<jua.e. ,f ",,' qui.e .he C<juil of their 
academic cqui .... 1c"lt. Such then is the 
Jj""ly t~lc th.t "U' .",h", lells , Pe r
haps the b ... ev"kn~'t;. "f its read.bil
i!)' is lhe admi .. ion ,h., ,hi, reviewer 
devoured us ((lnIL"'" "Ve' the: spat<: of 
obout a w.d, of ",;,Ini",ht 5I:S1I1ons, 
C\..,r unabk 10 I'u, ,Inwn Ihe worlr 
until .nother fiffy or molt plgeS had 
been con5u,ncd. 

j1frry j. a..,u hm "",, lIN dt;q bis~ 
rom 'if IIx eml" of Milila" lIulOIJ 
,inu 1990, H, i, l!x nUlhor of Advice: 
and SUI'I""" Th. F,nal Years. 1965-
11173 (CMH, 1988), " w/~",r in lIN 
_in V,,,I'" SIII/f'$ A,."" i" Vi"""",. 
ami ,",,,I,," 'if H:i'-Kn ro lhe Rru"" 
(CAlII, 199)), " w/u_ i" lIN sn"I" 

U",uJ SI<l1<> Army j" "'"rid m" fl. 

I 
TII"k Tlldin: FfflltI NQnnanJ, 

/Q l .... rTtl j" ,. 

By R"m.n Johan.. Jarp n_J'C1 
I.y""e Rienner, 20tH , 362 pp., 

SS'l .'lS 

11..",..... by SIL""" 11. . Waddell 

In Tad T~II;tJ.' F",,,, NDrmtmdy ID 

/Arl'llj",. relired C.nadian F"...,~, LI . 
Col. Roman JasyffiOW)'C'~ 1", ... id", on 
up:nl;on:al critique of Ihe arl.,( W'~ •• s 
practiud by AmeriC2tt and Can.di.n 
!:Ink rommanders in Frall<Oc in 1944, 
He grounds thi s crili,I"c in • review of 
the earlier evoluti(~f "f North Ameri · 
elIn armored doctrine, 

The flrsl thinl of lhe book 1r::t«S 
the de,..,lop,,,,,,,. ,,( Amcnc:.n and Ca
nadian armon,d doctrine from 1918 to 

1944. J . .. ym"wy':t uttaill the differing 
nllita .. 1 =p". ienCCl of lhe twO nationi 
.rw.l .he imp.a<"l of lhe war in Europe 
from 1939 to 19.0 on the de>.-elojW'ICIU 
of \lIh~1 he: Kfen to IS "Nonh Am ... ri 
Call I'.nzer Armiel ,· 

T h ... middle Ihird of the h<~,k eX
. oni,,,,, tM U$C of America" arid Cona
.Ii." .,morro for«s in Frana in lhe 
RImmer of 1944, From Ih" Nurm.ndy 
b.lllco It, 'he Lorr::tinc "'mpatsn, he 
ll1.k.~ ""te".i", uK of .fter-action 't 
POfli, Cc.m.n .nd Allied onter"'R" 
11o" ' ll"'rt •• w:or di.ries. banle pe,lin
",a,,", ~ and lechnical """1,,. 
tiotl~ I" j,KI).,..., th.1IJoCCCSSes and f .. lu"," 
of AlliL~l ~""orcd forc.s. Iii. u>c: "f 
lact;c.1 oli,),,,,,,n! helps Ihe ",adcr vjill 
il;~e the """)" '3nl< engagcmenu he 
describe... J .. ymUW)'t'Z docs an exceI
lenl job of ,k"K)olIr::tting 1M impor
tanl Lnks '"K"'", ,Iocr';"", «<hnolog)'. 
and l.ade ... 1.il" He il very critical of ,he 
i,np.et ,h,, ' Cener::tl Om" Bradley', 
caut,,,,, "tid Fickl l\1arsh~ ikma"1 
Morllgomery'. qucsrionllbk leoIdeDhil' 
had on on""re.! oper::ttiorts. 

n.. fin:al Ihird of the bo"k il .n 
;'''"n'lling milt of materi .l ,h,t .ll ~
I,Uel in one way or . "othor to Ihe 
.,,,hot'. O'oTrall condus;"" •. I" his 
ch'ple, ·Who Killed Tigt.:1i'" (the 
" .. "" i, taken from lhe ,i,k "f. July 
1944 report by the 2d N.w r.c.I.nd 
D;vi,ion on C.rn,." la"k 1""",,1 nur 

" 



IWmc) he arguef ~h~~ ~he: Ixk of ~ 
hcavy Allied tank was OWtcOn'lC largely 
beaux German anTIOI' p~ ",,"
dumiGlly IInrcii1bk, Thc Ntw 
Zealand report condudW, "Tiger 
K,lIed I l,msclC (p, 278) Overly com-
1,le., ,1,tTocu ll to m~'nta'n, and de~n

dell! "n " "cry h .. dpl't'Oscd German 
~'I:'."c .. 1 ' Y"cn', Getman ,.nk crc:ws 
.ntl ""'nlcn.n", l'<"".n"ocl oould nOI 
1«<" .heir .. nk. nn",in~ ill doc (,eld. 
The n:port roncloK"-~1 ,h., tloc key 10 
defc;a" ng Gcnnon a"nOI w:o~ 10 mak 

,hem "run.' If fi,n"Ct1 '0 "' ~"""-I ''I'"'''' 
lion.1 m.""""" •.• he I"".kdo",n nUe 
soon crippled G~.man f ... re"". 

I" hi. d"ple. "S,av",," ,n 
N .. ""~,,,ly: J"'y"'owyc"l comp. ,.... ~hc 
."""n.~1 ."""r''''' of Ihc \V~lcrn AI
liet, Gen"."., .nd s.""e'~ lie con
d,,,ict ,h .. L"Xh I.:ad ib >lm'S,loj: The 
W""lcm All",,' gre>'cs, 0f>I''''11Otl was 
1)- I),y, .n 01"."1"' .... , no OOle else rould 
h • ...., .o",.-",;,[uUy un<kll.kn. 1bc Red 
A'my ....... ,he rn ... or of ,he u""cgic 
"fTc,,';"". Wh,le Ihe Germ. n$ could 
,1e.1 ... i,h "I",rationoJ ba,tle$ and lim
ited ,er ... in . they rould no, h.ndl. ,h. 
jlrottglC offens.;,." with iti "big fo~, 
hig kill •• r.nd] big Vi" • ." (p. 293) By 
1944 the Red Armywas "",,-,su"'ing 
• k:....,1 or oophisticat>Ofl with massed 
o",II", y, OS""",;."W m.I>C1l"", groups, 
offen,i"", "I:',i"" I1Iul"pk I«tOri, op
e"lion~1 n;n>nnoi,"",,~c, and CO m
bin.d a.ms "f'C""i"". ,ho, ,he Ge.-
1Il""1 <">.1\>1" ,~" '~""Ltcr. )><yl1lOW)'Cl1 
oIKcrvcs ~h>1 """ .,1"1""' ;011 Olf the Savi., oystem m~y h.,." h.,,,,, the an
swer ,,, lhe A11i~~1 flu,"" .. "Ol1i III 
Norm .. >dy." (p. 31).&) 

J~rymow)'" ......... 1,,"..,. ,to., dw: 
\Vcslern Allia ."ffe n.~1 rrom an 
und . .. pp",ci~t;on o f 'he VAlue or ma
neu",,' wuf.", and from .he .1C1l. ,ive 
effects of "lto lonTg<lmery', '"", piece 
baltic' .nd int.", .. in \\I"le, I,."'"'l~. 

d&I1Si'T viClOri ... .- (p. 320) ' 1K." I""", 
of an Am.rican he~")' I,,"k .,~I the 
di""r&ion of rnourca in'" t."k de
ill'O)Tfl 0.1 ... hit><kt-c<1 ,10<: Alhed war 
.ffon. Anolhcr t\11i",I/hw "'Ai doctri
nal Stp.""i,m. The A"K.".ic:tlls, Brit
ish .• nd C.nadian. c"d, ."ugln ,beir 
own solu,;on ." 'hc l'",hk,,, ofbre. k-

l8 Army His!Ot)'Winlef" 2003 

ing "0' {ro", N"ftI,..~ly. n,e ... ult "', .. 
lhe f.ilu", 10 "",II "McW~ ro;<"'''''''' or 
'0 m . .. fotlU .t ,I", ri".t., I,bee .nd 
lime to Khle>'<' a ...... ,~Wr: b ....... "'
throogh. TIm led to • ",nett "f " ;,,Is 
~nd erYOn unlil • bn.:.koo.n ... ., (,n.lI), 
.chieved. 

The VIIlue of ,hi. work i. 'h,It i. 
forces one to think. 1\1th""llh 
Jal}'~ is . specially critical of 
M ontgome ry. Bradle),. and the \V"",_ 
em Alli.d ka.del'$h;p in gen.",I, hi. 
m.in argument is thai Ihe \V"".crn 
Allies could ha"" do"" ben.r h.d Ihey 
g.a'l"'d the demen" o f manc"...:. 
warf.re e",lier. One ""n', help bm 
wonder whether a book on i"f.""y '" 
artillery ~aCfi(. u.ing " ,imihl ",ctl, 
odology would rome 10 'he ... mc <:<>,, 
elusions abou, M omgomcry and n ... 
dley. The au thor ends wi,h ~ thou!:I"
provoking wbttttion cn.i ,1<;t1 "Cul
tural [)oc,rinc: in whi"h 10<: U gUL" 

,h~ cuhuul ~nira h. d ",nrc ;"'I",e, 
on ,he (\'Olu,ion or ',"",red ."",,,ine 
th,n did 1'("lic,,1 lcie""c, \-Vllile some 
may no~ ag"'''. 1],& i".I"~' of cultural 
diffe",n"",.,n Ih" .le,'clop",en1 of the 
compeling .",,,,,,,,1 finn .. cannot be 
ignored. 
J~ h .. I,m.lucal an u

e<:lknt worlc on ,10<: '.nk ':odia of the 
W ... tcm Allin in Fr.",-", in IY44. 11~ 
offers el!pl~n.:"ion, for why ,he .r
mored foree' evol""d a, ,hey did . Tld 
why they ~re uscd u they "",no. A"y 
onc attempting '0 "",Icnll. "d Ameri
can or Canadi~n armored dochi" ... in 
\\'orld W.r 11 will h~,'C to ... -.d IhOi 
work. ra"* nmirf i. well ",nnen and 
;ndud... nu",,"fOIlS "'"I'". tables, and 
;lIl1s,,,,noos. The wo.k ;ndudes at.n
Si'T charre. erwin"' ..... ,,,1..,...,,, appen
dixes. r,,,,* nit/iN I • • n irr\l~nl.nl addi
tion to t~ ltudy of World War II 
o,mo,ed doctrine ,nJ !I,& U.S. o"d 
Canadian armored fO"-""". 

Dr. s,~ R. WIIIIJnl u "" w>«iau P
f=>f"".!hil~'" ", ,bI Unilal Stain Mili
'ary A,,,,,,,,,! ,,,oJ Ibi ""11xn of U.S. 
Army Logi"in.: ' 1", Noml.ndy Cam
PJign, 1944 (II;'Jlpori. eMn .. /994). Ht 
ru,it",.! hi .• d .. I.",u '" hiil~ry fo'" 
T,xm Af.lM U"h'mily In 1'192. 

Fidd Ma"hal &nrl1n1I..o'W 
M onfKtllll"J, 1887- 19;6 .. A 
Mftdrtl BiWioFph, 

Compiled by Colin F. BU I .. , 
Gr«nwood Press, 1m , 165 pp., 

159.95 

Ikvi<:w by H."lfnld E. Rangh,Jr. 

Field M.rshal Visooum Bemml 
I .. "·\uftlgut'''ry is acguabl), the: besl
k,,,,...n SClUor British commander of 
W,,,kl War II, easily recognized by hi. 
trA,ic",.,k black be"'t and hawk-lik 
v;'.llc, ",'Iontgomc:ry's outspoken 
frAnk"",", "",I bOlllef,oId kaderahip "" 
"' . ;11 cO"'''''Tt'l'iai, and "''''''' 1Ik"'r ,,. 
>eum."1$ of hi~ pe""" .lil)' .",1 
g(ncraiship dici, hUled ,Idw". 

n .. purpose of ~hi, ... " " hwhile 
hook ij -~o P"'iCnt aoo .... :liuJ"" lhe 
exlCns,,~ body of WT"'n~ Ih., h,.. 
g,,,...n-up aroond ,he con .. """",.1 
f'"lC."ld Marshal'- (p. xi) To :tm"ltl,itsh 
tit,s goal, Bax~r pro>'idC!I • 12'1 p"ge 
"N.mli"" :md Hi" .... i"l:r.<pitiC'll1 Sur
"(Y before p=entin.!: hi, 41.J-emry 
bibliognphy. 'rnc !,":o'cr,lIy comprc:
hensi"" and balance,1 "'''1<'"''C places 
M onlgOll'ICl}", .igoi!i"", ... h.c,~
men" during the &ron<1 W",1d Wu 
and hi$ rc:l"'ution within II", proper 
hi~toriGl and hj"orlq,""pllt,':II con
lexl, to indude the Urnt" .~"VcI'flOI1S 
~, ,,cc ,he 19701. Among the r,c'I,,,,mly 
~'<I,u""'ersial issutl' B:t;<lt. di,,·,,'S<.-; in 
his hi$loriogr.phic. l ,,,,vcr .,e "The 
Monlgomery-Auehinkd Comro
>Trsy: (pp. 3i 41) "!'au"" ;uld the 
'IU«' to Messin.'- (PI" 55-56) -Op
.... Iion C""~. '." (pI" 74- 76) 
·Single-thn". ,..,....,. Dcood-fronl 
StrAtegy: (p. R9) .nd "Ope""ion Mar
ILr-Gllm",." (P1~ 100-1(6) In hi. di.
cuSS ion. Ba~tc. I"''" • number in 
br:tck~," nat to '''y reb"'" book 0. 
periodi.al .rtick: I,e mentions. Thi, 
number ... -fcn; Ihe ",.de. to the full 
bibliogl'A phi<::l.1 eil.11OOl of the ,,'Ori<, "s 
li!lw in "u,,,,,,icaI! a1phabet;""1 o .. k:. 
in ,he ... ..,.,,>d fWt of II .. ""Iu"",. A 
brief drrunology of Mon,S"""',y', hre 
i, .].;" p"-,,,".dod, followed by a I;,ltng of 
I";"'.'y and oth.r SOU""" fior add,
liultal , tiC. reh on /I'IO"'Io:'""e.y. 
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FitlJ M"r>lJtU M'~Il""''?'- ,ml". '"nfin ",j/h Mili r"~_ J iAwlc~ c:.I/iw., "fl. 
.",U.f'{j. c..... MlltM.. R~ iw 1k~1I'''' Drr ....... 19#, 

' I~ i. a signifICant amount of 
in{o.m>lion on Montgomery In ,hii 
$Iim VQlum~ , . s depicted th rough ,he 
.)~I ohh. compikr, the f,eld ",~,.h~r. 
m.ny biogr:tphers. and 01""'-hi'l<Ifi~". 
who discuss his cam=r. n.e C'II .. kl",,, of 
tA:nch W1~ on the \\'cUe,,, F"nlm 
during World War I wu (or M,,!\!
gomuy. as "'ell .5 (or ",.n), "iT""", of 
his gener~l;on . • w,lteri IK~1 ""1'.:ric.KX 
Ih~ t formed h.s phlloot~.I1ics roM tlr
~ to rome. InICfQ'in~oi)". MOIl1-
~ry I ... , ~r~ct1 in A Hi,I,? of 
W"'Jim th>! "I would narne Sir Joh n 
1\111" .. h •• ,h. Mit gene ..... ! on Ihe 
,.,,,"'em rron t in Europe: he possn~ 
.. ::<1 <=IIli"" originaliry •• nd ,he war 
migh. well h."" ~n won sooner, and 
.",minl), wi,h rc~r ClISuahics, had 
I-t.i;: hccn r.Jj.\~d of his comma,,,] 
.t~1 l\'lo" .. h . ppoimcd to command 
the Krili.h :mniu in his place: (p. 24) 
Hi<.lgn.phn Nigel Hamilton. on ,"" 
0' .... ' hand. claims Ih.1 duo g~Ol«' 
"dl",," ..., during Ih( G~al \ Va. On lh~ 
Y''''' '~ .nd impression.ble j\lomgom
"'y wo. Cene .. l Sir H~.be'l Plun\~r. 
the 5...,.,,,,,1 A,my oomman\kr who 
-hod .how" tha, metic...:JOOJsly 
planned. n::.li .. ic off~n~i\'~~. sup
ported by eno"gh fire power could 
succeed.- (1'. 24) 

MO"'J.,'umery become embroIled 
III (()II'''' .... ,'''y .lm05t n $OOfI as he 
:lI"m'Cd ,,, C.iro on 12 August 19~2 to 
assume cu""n.nd o f ,he Eighth 
Army. (/I · l ""t~,""" ry ,nl .etnafly lh~ 

second ch"';,.., for the position, =eiv
in); the ~'Ommand after Lt. Gen. \V. 
H. E. ·S! .... f~ .· GOt! wu killed. ) In • 
J.,'C3tll "" thaI ~fkclcd his i n"rea' i,,~ 
.rrogance. I .... ' whi le-kneed' M " " t
Io:Omery assumed command " f the 
Eighlh Army twO dayt ~ .. I;cr th.n 
, ulho,izcd. lIe irn medi .tely ' ''''I:hllo 
.ai,e morale in what he ",,,,;,1,, ,,,<1 , 
\kfulil l I,mil. [n his ~t WlO r memoin. 
M ontgomery claimed th>1 Ceneral 
Sir Cl.u\k Auchinled:. C .. mmandcr 
in Chief, l\ hddle Ea:ll. who had n 
.", ,,,~ I ,·<,mmand of the Eighth Anny 
in the field . had planned 10 wil hd ...... 
fnKll tl", EI Abmein p<)iIi lion. n..: 
implinlion W,," Ihal the newly am\"cJ 
Monlll""""Y h:od "'stored the: situa' 
lion .".1 lhu, .a""d Ihe day. After 
A"d ,;"kc k thrcafe ned legal .ction. 
M""I~""''''y foned down his criti
C!>111 in b ,c, edilions of his me1110i ... 
MO"'Somcry biographer Ila111ili"n 
ob""rvt:<i Ih .. Monlgorn~ry "may well 
hove ",,~~er'''cd" Audlinleck'l pessi · 
,n i'11I i" August 1942, and e\'e n 
MUllfll"mc.y·. brolh .. denounced . h~ 
acru ... ti"n u 'most unf~ir and whotly 
unju"if'ell: (hoth on p. 39) 

lh.le, .1 .... gives roouidel":lblc: space 
to th" ",,"n,,':"y .... rroonding the devel' 
"1,,, ,,,,,1 "nd ex«uOon of p<»t 
/'o:o", .. "dy ,tn~ in t:Iw: f:ill of 1944 
and II., ,~ocsrion of whct:lw:r I djITen."t 

"PI",_,II <"QUid hr.-.: "'on tile war hr tlx: 
e'Mf of the )'1:31". Montgomery I",~."""I • 
" . .. ,n,,". d. f:!,'tI'" lik. lingle thrust- fc, 1 by 

hi",.dh;" lho: Rullr to Ikr\in, tl", 

Il<:"m of Hitkr's (krmany. Wim • """". 
ingly betttr knowkdg~ and uI Kk r>t""d
ing of the various " ..Jiti"" . " . tion:tl, 
Iogistic.tl. and air support CtJr"Nlcr.l1~1 
irwoIved. E.i:scnh.lw.., ,Iccidnl to ~ 

on • broad front tI",~~h fho: Nhind3lld. 
a S'''''eg)' tI"" WA' '''''''' ~roc inten
$i~ but lcss risky. In "~ing this (()II' 
uv.-.:r>i:o.l,t ... tL-gy. r-.·IQOlgomct}'·S chief of 
s,;ill" ded:ut:d u''''I"ivoc::illy. -Ei:sornhowe. 
_righL'(I~ 100) 

Gn..",wuod I'mi h:u also pub
liol",,1 1"'<1 ,imila. books by volumc 
C(n!'l'ik, Colin E ij;lJ(ter: TIi< N~",.,,,mdy 

c:..".".,j~n. 1944 .. A Stfmtli BiN;lJf,l~phy 

(1 '1112) aod TIN- It;'" ;" NlNltJ Aft",., 
11J-IO-194J: A Stlttltd BiMi"l."'1'hY 
(19%). In fhe Monlgomery mill); 
n •• "". who i. a professor of his""y .' 
E." ' I" nnes .... State Univ .... ity. 1;C,,,:r
. l1y ,k lTlOMtnles • lhorough klM""I
edge of his wbjt.":t and a lack of I,; . ... 

T his superb b,bl,"W'.,.I,;""1 Study 
places Bri, ;sh Field I\ b,.,hal 
M ontgomery's accom1'lishment •• nd 
"'pu.a!ion "'ith in thei, proper histori· 
cal :lnd hislo"<"Ifl"'l'hiC"Al conlext. and 
provides insight no! only on controvcr
,ial i ........ of hi. n .. :." 001. ocnsion
ally. On more <>OKur. ", . ltcn< •• well. 
·n,,, rc.der will diK.'" Ih.t tl ,,,,,, • .., 

"""y ,Iiffe"'''''es of opinion On ~· Iml!
J«""e.y. wilh :.n~5Sments rangill~ f,,,m 
":t ...... ggcring bnggan" and .,M:.
"nc~l· II> 'a half-way compe.ent ".~, 
end" .".1 ·brilliant." There should 10" 
"" di ' "greement . howe,.." . th. t th i, 
",lllnx: i •• n inform. tive and wonh
whik rcfi.-rclKe .nd usearch W' Nk: f .... 
>!"dem. and K hob ... Ime,,,,I,,d in 
M(""~,'omery. hi. g<:ncr:ai>hip •• ".1 fl", 
jelli", k . dcf$hip of Alliedla"d f,,,,,,,, 
ill the S.,oo"d World \V .... 

1.1. ( AI. HamlJ E. &"f,b.Jr., u.s. 
A,.".,. H,timl. In"t'fJ in Berlin. Soulb 
K .... ". Iii< M idtll, &11. i1ndCroa,i"Jrn
i"g Q Iwmtrytar (0"," II.> an infanlry 
0/1;''''. fi, ,,/so IQUl.tJl/Julory "111x US. 
M ili,,,ry .1'''(/('''1 "nJ ftt>l<h It I'II.D. ;n 
tJi"MJ from UCLA. CDltm,1 R""gtJ i. 
,Ix .... Ihc>r<f\Va'-.:II,n . h" Middle EISI. 
1?39--1941: ,\ Study in Generalship 
(umdcII. 1993). 
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