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First female chaplain joins Army Guard

By 1st Lt. Tom Little and
SP4 Paul Howard

In 1972, Diana Moore was a beauty
queen; today, she’s still a beauty, but she’s
also a soldier and in a unique position with
the Kentucky Army National Guard.

First Lieutenant Moore is the first fe-
male chaplain in any Reserve component
unit and only the third that any American
military force has had.

The 1972 “Miss Kentucky’ was or-
dained as a minister in the American
Baptist Church Feb. 8 and began doing
some work in religious retreat activities.
She also got to know Chaplain (Lt. Col.)
Jim Daniel who suggested that the Guard
would give her a new way to practice her
ministry.

“After I looked into the program, I saw
that it offered some very different chal-
lenges,”” Chaplain Moore said, ‘“‘and, since
I'm not sure that I want to pursue my min-
istry in the traditional congregational form,
the Guard was very inviting.”’

The 26-year old Louisville resident was
well-qualified for appointment into the
Chaplain corps. She is a graduate of Virgie
High School and holds a bachelor of arts
degree in pathology and audiology from
Eastern Kentucky University. In 1974, she
earned a Master of Divinity degree from
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and
she has studied at the Baptist Theological
Seminary in Ruschlikon, Switzerland.

Shortly after she came into the Guard,
she left for annual training at Camp
Shelby, Miss., and her first military experi-
ence with her unit, the 103d Supply and
Service  Battalion, headquartered in
Richmond.

During the first couple of days of train-
ing she said that the abbreviated military
lingo kept her confused. “I had no connec-
tion at all with the military in my back-
ground,” she said. “I didn’t even know
what NCO meant the first time I heard it
and everyone was talking about going over
to S-1, S-2 and so on. I had no idea what
it meant.”

Chaplain Moore said that after getting
around Camp Shelby and meeting people
for a couple of days she was assured that

Chaplain (1st Lt.) Diana Moore, left, talks with Army Reservists who shared annual

training activities with the Kentucky Army National Guard at Camp Shelby. The
training period gave Chaplain Moore, the first Reserve component female chaplain, her
initial view of military life. (Photo by SP5 Tom Murphy)

people in the Guard are just like any other
group of people.

She says she still has much to learn
about the military, but she already has
some firm convictions.

“I don’t see the chaplain as strictly re-
lated to a church situation.’’ she explained.
““Someone asked me if I came out in the
field to tell the men when church services
would be held. That sort of image limits
my effectiveness. I'm a person out there
wanting to know what goes on with each

person on an individual basis, and caring
about what goes on.”

Chaplain Daniel says that he looks upon
this as another step forward for the
Guard’s chaplain program. He noted that
there were only three chaplains in the
Kentucky Army Guard three years ago and
that there are now 11.

“Progress is slow,”” he stated, ‘“‘but we’re
beginning to move forward. Chaplains are
proving themselves as valuable members of
the team and we’re working to address
some of the hard problems of the Guard.”

Youth Council elects officials

The Kentucky National Guard’s Youth
Council has elected its board of directors
for the year and appointed officers.

MSgt. Harold Strange heads the board as
chairman, while other directors elected
include Capt. Larry Arnett, Maj. Richard
Jett, and Sgt. Carol Crawley.

Capt. Bob Fields was appointed presi-
dent, while Officer Candidate Pat Niebaur

was picked as secretary and CW4 Walt
Flood was named as treasurer.

The council’s major activity of the year,
the annual youth camp, is set to begin
June 21 at Camp Green Shores and at
Camp Kysoc June 28. Each session will last
one week.

Capt. Sandy Goins, who is heading the
project, reports that plans are progressing
well.
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