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'Snow Assist’ helps Kentuckians dig out

By SSgt. Gordon Nichols

Kentucky Army National Guard mem-
bers worked a total of 1,203 active duty
days during “Operation Snow Assist”
Jan. 19 through 25.

Governor Julian Carroll called up
members of the 198th Military Police
Battalion after receiving. a request for
help from Louisville Mayor William Stans-
bury. The MP’s aided Louisville police in
patrolling areas inaccessible in patrol cars
and also helped the Fire Department and
Emergency Medical Services ambulances,
clearing stranded cars and escorting engines
on their runs. The MP’s had over 225
persons on duty for four days.

Other units in Louisville with several
Guardsmen activated were the 306th
Heavy Equipment Maintenance Company
and Headquarters and Headquarters Bat-
tery of XXIII Corps Artillery. The Louis-
ville Guardsmen were deactivated at the
end of their working day Jan. 22.

In eastern Kentucky Guard members
from the 201st Engineer Battalion and
their companies in Ashland, Olive Hill,
Jackson, Carlisle and Cynthiana helped
dig out cities and small communities so
that essential services could be resumed.
Many Guardsmen also helped in the
distribution of food and medicine to
isolated areas.

Other units helping in the recovery
were from Ravenna and Springfield.
These troops were phased down each day
as the snow was cleared or started to thaw,
until the last people were deactivated
Jan. 25,

Adjutant General Billy G. Wellman
noted that he was extremely pleased with
the performance of Kentucky Guard units.
He said “We are not equipped to cope
with such a large snowfall but did an
excellent job with the equipment avail-
able.”

Following on the heels of the large
snowfall came blizzard conditions on the
evening of Jan. 25. These conditions
brought new problems that were not
otherwise experienced during the pre-
vious week. Temperatures were near
zero with winds up to 40 miles per hour.

The Governor made all units of the Ken-
tucky Guard available if needed, and acti-
vated a Guard command post in the EQC
in Frankfort. The action would be labeled

“Operation Snow Assist Number 2.”

Up to 589 Guardsmen were on duty at
one time during this second operation,
providing assistance to 89 counties in the

Commonwealth. Almost all units were

providing several types of emergency

assistance until Feb. 3. A total of 2,675
(see “Snow Assist” on page 3)

National Guard MPs assist the Emergency Medical Services Center in Louisville. Guard
vehicles brought out patients where ambulances could not travel because of the snow
and ijce. Similar activity occurred across the state. (Photo by SP5 Joseph Haydon)

Air Guardsmen deploy to Norway

Members of the Kentucky Air National
Guard left Feb. 26 to spend two weeks in
Norway. The Guardsmen were from the
165th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron.

The Kentucky unit deployed 18 RF-4
reconnaissance aircraft from their base at
Standiford Field to Sola, Norway as part
of a short-term tactical deployment pro-
gram,

The Kentucky unit is one of three
squadrons in the 123d Tactical Reconnais-
sance Wing, which includes units in Reno,
Nevada and Boise, Idaho. Approximately
280 Air Guard members are participating
in this exercise with 210 of them from the
Kentucky squadron.

The Air Guard pilots deployed non-stop
enroute with seven aerial refuelings from
Strategic Air Command KC-135 Strato-

tankers. Airlift of maintenance and support
personnel was provided by Military Airlift
Command aircraft. A Tactical Air Com-
mand EC-135 tactical deployment and
control aircraft directed the movement of
the Kentucky Guard aircraft across the
Atlantic Ocean.

The short-term tactical deployments,
which started in August 1975, familiarize
U.S. based forces with unique aspects
of operations outside the continental
United States. The Kentucky Air Guard
will also furnish personnel for another
deployment in a few months in the Medi-
terranean.

Kentucky Adjutant General Billy G.
Wellman noted that these assignments
again show the readiness posture of the
Kentucky Air National Guard unit.












