








Guard strength
swells to 91.5%

Enlistment and re-enlistment bonuses
_ state tuition assistance — special license
plates — tax credits.

Those benefits, coupled with public
awareness of the Kentucky National
Guard, are bringing strength figures to their
highest point in many months. In fact,
according to Capt. Elmo Head, State
Recruiting and Retention Officer, Ken-
tucky ranks among the best in the country
in recruiting. The Commonwealth has
shown a net increase in personnel for 14
consecutive months and has now grown
to 91.5 per cent of full strength.

Kentucky now ranks 14th nationally
in enlistment production (number of
persons per recruiter). In 1978 Kentucky
recruiters enlisted 9.5 persons per month
and in the first quarter of 1979, they’re
averaging 11 per month.

The strongest gains have been made in
the 201st Engineer Battalion; 1st Bn.
623rd Field Artillery; and 149th Mech-
anized Infantry. Capt. Head also noted
that individual units making significant
gains were armor units in Marion and
Murray; 614th Military Police in Louisville;
and the 413th Maintenance Company in
Harrodsburg.

At the end of March, the Kentucky
Army National Guard showed a gain of
76 persons over the previous month
with 5,839 out of an authorized strength
of 6,404.

These youngsters at the Northern Kentucky Easter Seal Society center are among the
many helped by donations collected by Kentucky Army Guardsmen. The 1979 drive
totalled over $75,000, bringing the eight-year collection to more than $775,000. (Photo

by Capt. Tom Little)

Air Guard members will increase by 135

The Air Guard in Louisville has grown
to over 100 per cent and at one point
reached 105 per cent, but July the man-
ning will increase by a total of 135 persons.

According to base officials, these
changes are being made to realign the unit
with Tactical Air Command’s mobilization
requirements and to provide grade en-
hancement in some areas.

The medical personnel additions will be
enough to change their status from a clinic

to a hospital. The unfortunate spinoff
of these mobility realignments will be a
sudden drop in strength to around 90 per
cent.

Mrs. Ruby Pinkston, widow of CW4
Harlan Pinkston, has asked the GUARDS-
MAN to express her thanks and that of her
family to all of the individuals who visited,
sent cards, or donations to the Heart Fund
in memory of her husband.
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