Murray gains,
but others
may lose

Murray has joined the Kentucky Nation-
al Guard community, while many other
cities have learned that they face possible
loss of their units.

Murray became the new home of
Detachment 1, Combat Support Company,
1st Battalion, 123rd Armor. The Company
is shared with Hickman, and has an autho-
rized strength of 52, including 47 enlisted
members and five officers.

The move not only adds a community,
but also helps to resolve a continuing
strength problem in Hickman.

Maj. Gen. Billy G. Wellman, the Ad-
jutant General, also advised the county
judge executives and the mayors of many
cities with Guard strength problems that
they could lose those units. He told the
local officials that the Guard needs their
support if the strength problems are to be
alleviated.

Since the announcement, many units
have made significant gains in both recruit-
ing and retention, but several, particularly
in the Lexington area, still face serious
problems.

Cash bonuses now available in 40 units

Many individuals who enlist or re-enlist
in 40 Kentucky Army Guard units are now
eligible for significant cash bonuses. This
new program, which became -effective
Dec. 1, has been sought for several years
and is being hailed as a major tool to
bring Guard units to full strength.

Maj. Gen. Billy G. Wellman, the Adju-
tant General, looks at this program with
tremendous optimism. ‘“We have already
had a good benefit program, with our
tuition assistance, license plates, and tax
benefits, but this new cash incentive will
certainly give us an additional resource
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Kentucky Army Guardsmen rush a patient into an awaiting helicopter during the
World Three-Day Championship equestrain event at Lexington. Guard aviators joined
military policemen and medical personnel from the 475th Combat Support Hospital
to provide a variety of services during the event. For the story and another photo,

see page 2.

as a recruiting and retention tcol. I am
confident that our commanders will be
able to relieve their strength problems.
by fully utilizing this opportunity.”

Under the program, a new enlistee
in an eligible unit and job skill can receive
$1,500, or may accept an educational
bonus of $2,000. A re-enlistee can get
up to $1,800.

Lt. Col. Armando Alfaro, Personnel
Director, said that only enlisted members
with fewer than nine years of service are
eligible for the re-enlistment bonus. He
also noted that the individual must have
been in the Guard at least a year before
he can become eligible for the bonus.

The funds for this program come
entirely from the federal government,
and units participating were selected on
the basis of mobilization priorities.

Capt. Elmo C. Head, State Recruiting
and Retention Officer, said that recruiters
across the state have already begun to take
advantage of the opportunities to sell the
Guard program. He said that the new
opportunities should enable Kentucky to
continue to make tremendous progress in
reaching authorized strength.

A year ago, the total strength was
79 per cent. Since that time, a concerted
effort in the recruiting and retention field,

(See “Bonuses . .., page 3)









AT sites to cover seven states, Germany

Firm dates for annual training for all
units of the Kentucky Army Guard have
been established for summer camps scat-
tered over seven states and Germany.

As it was in 1978, the largest encamp-
ment will be at Camp Shelby, Miss. June
15-30. Units destined to visit the popular
Mississippi  location are: HHB, XXIII
Corps Artillery; HHB, 138th Field Artillery
Brigade; 2nd Battalion, 138th Field Artil-
lery; HHD, 198th Military Police Bn.;
223d MP Company; 441st Medical Detach-
ment; 306th Maintenance Co.; and State
Headquarters units.

The second largest group of Kentucky
units will be attending summer training
at Fort Hood, Tex. July 13-29. Those
units include: HHC, 149th Armor Bri-
gade; 1st Bn., 123rd Armor; 471st Med-
ical Det.; 1st Bn., 623rd Field Artil-
lery; and Company C of the 42nd Aviation
Bn. The 2nd Bn. of the 123rd Armor
will also be at Fort Hood from July 20 to
August 2.

Fort A. P. Hill will be the site of the
engineers’ annual training June 8-23

when the 201st Engineer Bn. and the
207th Engineer Co. arrive on the post,
located in Virginia. Another Kentucky
unit, the 303rd General Supply Co., will be
one of the first to attend AT when they
also arrive in Virginia at Ft. Lee May 12.

Alabama will be hosting two Kentucky
units when the 614th MP Co. visits Ft.
McClellan July 14-28 and the 307th
Maintenance Co. arrives at the Anniston
Army Depot April 14.

Fort Sam Houston, Tex. will be the site
of AT for one of the Guard’s newest and
fastest growing units, the 475th Combat
Support Hospital. The unit will train from
July 28 through August 17.

North Carolina’s Ft. Bragg will be
hosting AT for the members of the 130th
Maintenance Co. August 5-18.

The 1st Bn., 149th Mechanized Infantry
will be completing their AT obligation

between June 16-30 at Ft. Benning,
Ga. The Kentucky Military Academy
will conduct their necessary training

between May 26 and June 9 on site at Ft.
Knox.

Pay schedule

MILITARY PAY RATES EFFECTIVE 1 OCT 78 (FY: 79) FOR MONTHLY UNIT TRAINING ASSEMBLIES

GRADE @ OVER 2 OVER 3 OVER 4 OVER 6 OVER 8 OVER 10 OVER 12 OVER 14 OVER 16 OVER 18 OVER 20 OVER 22
0-7 293.32 313.28 327.32 363.60  400.00  427.48

0-6 217.40 238.92 254.48 263.12 304.80 320.40 327.32 346.32
0-5 173.92 204.24 218.32 224.96  237.00 252.84  271.80  287.44 296.08  306.44
0-4 146.60 178.44  190.40 193.88 202.52 216.28 228.48 238.92 249.32  256.28

0-3 136.24 152.28 162.76 180.12 188.72 195.56 206.04 216.28 221.60

0-2 118.76 129.72 155.84 161.08  164.40

0-1 103.08 107.32  129.72

E-9 157.64 161.24 164.92 168.72  172.44 175.80  185.08
E-8 132.28 135.96 139.60 143.28 147.00 150.40 154.12  163.16
E-7 92.36 99.68  193.40 106.96  110.68 114.16 117.80 121.48 126.96 130.56  134.24  135.96  145.12
E-6 79.76 86.96  90.60 94.40  97.92 101.52 105.24 110.68 114.16 117.80  119.60

E-5 70.04 76.20  79.92 83.40  88.84 92.48 96.16 99.68 101,52

e—4 67.32 71.08 75.24  81.12 84.32

£-3 64.72 68.28  71.04  73.84

E-2 62.32

E-1 55.92

Germany will be the site of AT for the
HHC 103rd Supply and Service dJune
2-16 and for the 413th Maintenance Co.
April 28 - May 12.

Lt. Col. Harold Loy, Plans, Operations
& Training officer, points out the early
release of the confirmed AT dates will
enable Guardsmen to inform their em-
ployers well in advance of their summer
training obligations.

‘ET’ evolves
into split assembly

The practice of “ET”, or equivalent
training, for the National Guard no longer
exists in its familiar form.

ET, of course, was an alternate drill
date when a Guardsman could not attend
on the scheduled weekend.

A Government Accounting Office sur-
vey last year revealed an excess of ET’s
and showed that, in many cases, the
Guardsman was not being trained during
the ET.

The result is a “split assembly.” It
became effective Oct. 1.

Lt. Col. Harold Loy, head of training,
says the split assembly will enable a com-
mander to conduct meaningful training on
an alternate date.

He said, “We hope if several persons
cannot attend drill on the scheduled week-
end, that the commander will schedule
them together at an appropriate time.”

Colonel Loy also noted that the new
training tapes and viewers in many units
will help the person who drills alone.
The soldier’s manuals will also be a training
aid.

The new regulation states that the split
assembly should be conducted within the
same month as scheduled drill.
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