








Annual training is many ‘firsts’ for 475th

The 475th Combat Support Hospital
spent two gruelling weeks this summer in
Army tents and inflatable shelters under
a scorching San Antonio, Texas sun learn-
ing the mission of a combat medical unit.

The unit went to Camp Bullis for annual
training, marking the first field exercise
for the 18-month-old unit and for most of
its members.

With help from the 41st Combat Sup-
port Hospital at Fort Sam Houston, 475th
members set up hospital operations and
participated in mock combat exercises
for three of their 14 days in Texas.

The majority of the unit members
have had no prior active duty service,
so the rest of the time was spent learning
military basics. The civilian-oriented troops
were taught “Army” in classroom and on-
the-job training,.

Unit commander, Col. (Dr.) Sidney R.
Steinberg, a surgeon in civilian life, said
“We were under field conditions--smoke
bombs, gas masks, the whole works.”

“It was a new life for most of the
people in the unit,” Capt. David A. Parker,
unit adjutant, added. “It’s amazing how
quickly they adjusted to the hard work
and less than ideal living circumstances.”

The M.US.T. (Medical Unit Self-
contained Transportable) equipment con-
sists of a huge series of rubberized shelters
--an emergency medical treatment center
with 20-bed ward, x-ray area, operating
room and supply and power units, All
hospital facilities are air-conditioned.

The entire 475th hospital set-up
requires an area of about one acre for the
hospital and the housing and mess tents.
At full capacity, the M.U.S.T. equipment
takes a much larger space.

The Guardsmen used only a part of that
capability during annual training, but
conditions were authentic. While the
hospital environment was controlled for
heating and cooling, the city doctors and

nurses slept and ate under canvas tents,
cooled only by infrequent and warm
Texas breezes.

Both Colonel Steinberg and Captain
Parker were surprised and pleased with
the cooperation and united effort they

added. “They learned to cope.”

MEMB OF the 475th Combat Support Hospital set up these hospital facilities

saw among their own troops and those of
the active Army. “We all worked hand-in-
hand,” Colonel Steinberg said. ‘“There’s
no question that our people could go out
and do an incredible job,” the commander

during their two-week annual training at Camp Bullis, Texas. The M.U.S.T. (Medical
Unit Self-contained Transportable) equipment consists of a huge series of rubberized

shelters.

Dining In VIl is held in Louisville

Dining In VII, held Oct. 27 in Louis-
ville, brought the largest crowd of Ken-
tucky Army and Air Guardsmen together
since this formal function was initiated in
1972,

The gathering, which is designed to
provide fellowship for members of the
Kentucky Guard and to welcome new
members, also served as an opportunity
to recognize several groups for their
strong support of the Kentucky Guard.

Maj. Gen. Billy G. Wellman, the
Adjutant. General, gave particular praise
to the presidents of the Kentucky Broad-
casters Association and the Kentucky
Press Association.

Paul Mick, KPA president, and William
E. Summers III, KBA president, both
commended the Guard for outstanding
public service and expressed their
continued support.

Capt. Bruce Pieratt, president of the
National Guard Association, presented two
resolutions of commendation to the Ken-
tucky House of Representatives and the
Kentucky Senate. William G. Kenton,
Speaker of the House, and Joseph W.
Prather, president pro tem of the Senate,
accepted those resolutions and assured
members of the Guard that continued
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support could be expected.
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