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SPEC. 5 LAWRENCE RIGNEY, of the Middlesboro unit of the Kentucky Army

i G

Guard, displays his form with the M-60 light machine gun. Rigney has set a National
Guard accuracy record and earned top honors in the novice class against marksmen in
all branches of U. S. military service. (Photo by Capt. Tom Little)

AT ’80: near the finiSh line

Nearly all Kentucky Army National
Guard units have completed their two
weeks of annual training this year.

The only remaining camp is the 1/123rd
Armor at Fort Knox to begin Aug. 23.

Maj. Gen. Billy G. Wellman, the Adju-
tant General, visited the units and praised
them for their dedication and training
successes. He noted that morale at most
camps was good despite the intense heat
and the adjustment to in-state camps.

Not all camps were within the Common-
wealth. The 475th Combat Support Hospi-
tal suffered under 107 degree temperatures
at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.

Other out-of-state camps included the
198th Military Police Battalion at Fort
Chaffee, Ark., and Headquarters, 138th
Artillery Group and the 2123rd Trans-
portation Company in West Germany.

See inside pages
for AT °80 photographs.

Lifesaving effort earns highest award

Sgt. James R. Rhodes disregarded his
own safety to save the life of a fellow
member of the Kentucky Army National
Guard and earned the state’s highest award
in recognition of that effort.

Rhodes, a member of Louisville’s 223rd
Military Police Company, was taking part
in a tactical training exercise at Fort Knox

when the incident occurred. Sgt. Robert J.
Harris, also of the 223rd, had just finished
briefing Rhodes and several other unit
members of the approach they would
take upon encountering the expected

See ‘“Lifesaving ...”
Back page

Marksmen
give state

new title

Kentucky has long been known for
having the finest thorobred racehorses and
the best bourbon in the world. Now,
thanks to four members of the Kentucky
Army National Guard, Kentucky can claim
a much more unusual title as “M-60 light
machine gun marksmanship capital of the

 world.”

Four southeastern Kentucky Guards-
men recently won high honors, including
the top individual championship, at the
U. S. Army matches at Ft. Benning, Ga.

The competition included teams from
the active Army, Army Reserve, Marine
Corps, and Army National Guard from the
U. S. and overseas. More than 800 marks-
men took part in the final competition,
which represented the third level of elimi-
nation. The Kentucky team placed second
overall.

The Guardsmen are all members of the
149th Infantry (Mechanized), which is
headquartered in Barbourville. Spec. 5
Lawrence Rigney, of Cumberland, earned
top honors in the novice class. Other
members of the team include: Sgt. James
Lawson, of Middlesboro; Sgt. Bobby
Middleton, of Barbourville; and Spec. 4
William Willis, of Ravenna.

Previously, during qualifying tourna-
ments, Rigney set the National Guard
record for accuracy and the team won
top honors at the prestigious Winston P.
Wilson Matches.

Rigney, who is a medic in the Guard,
works as a coal miner in civilian life. He’s
been firing the M-60 for only two years
and says he has little opportunity to prac-
tice.

“I can’t explain my ability,” he said. “‘I
guess it’s really just a gift.”













