








THREE MEMBERS of the 198th Military Police Battalion survey an automobile

damaged during the Feb. 13 sewer explosion in Old Louisville. Thirty-four Guard
personnel were activated over a 13-day period to provide security in the blast area.

Guard activated twice to provide security

Since the first of the year, the Kentucky
National Guard has been activated twice to
provide security in evacuated communities.

A fire at the Stokes Oil Company bulk
plant in Hickman Jan. 27 resulted in the
evacuation of 200-300 people in a portion
of Hickman.

Twenty National Guard members from
the Support Company, 1/123rd Armor in
Hickman, responded to the security need
by guarding the evacuated area and pro-
viding traffic control throughout the day
and night.

“We had Guardsmen out on the streets
in less than an hour and we’re very pleased
with the quick response of the Hickman
unit,” Maj. Gen. Billy G. Wellman, the
Adjutant General, said.

Gov. John Y. Brown Jr. activated the
Guard again when a sewer explosion in
downtown Louisville Feb. 13 caused the
evacuation of about 2,000 people.

Over a 13-day period, 34 Guard mem-
bers from the 198th Military Police Batta-
lion in Louisville provided security in the
blast area, not only protecting the area
against looters but helping to insure the
safety of those authorized individuals
allowed in the area.

“As always, the Military Police were
very professional in their response,” Gen.
Wellman said. “This is one of many situa-
tions during which the Military Police
responded to the needs of the people of
Louisville and Jefferson County.”

VA may share
burial expenses

The burden of a veteran’s burial
expenses may be shared by the Veterans
Administration.

VA burial benefits can range from $450
to $1,100, depending upon whether the
death was a result of a service-connected
condition and whether the veteran is
buried in a national cemetery.

The VA provides up to $300 toward
the burial expenses of eligible veterans and
an additional $150 as a plot or interment
allowance if the veteran is not buried in
a national cemetery or other government
cemetery.

If the veteran’s death is service-
connected, the VA will pay up to $1,100,
in lieu of the usual burial allowances.

Veterans discharged under other than
dishonorable conditions who served in the
Spanish-American War, during the Mexican
border period, in World War I and II, in
the Korean conflict or during the Vietnam
Era are eligible for VA plot and burial
allowances and for burial in a national
cemetery.

Peacetime veterans with other than
dishonorable discharges are eligible for
burial in a national cemetery and for a
headstone or grave marker. But peace-
time veterans are not entitled to the
burial or plot allowance unless they were
receiving compensation payments or were
discharged for disability reasons.

An American Flag will also be provided
upon request by the next of kin for use in
covering the casket.

With the exception of the Arlington
National Cemetery, burial is available to
eligible veterans at all national cemeteries
having space and may also be authorized
for an eligible veteran’s wife or husband,
minor children and, under certain circum-
stances, unmarried adult children.

Eligibility requirements for burial at
Arlington National Cemetery may be
obtained from the Superintendent,
Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington,
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