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131 graduate from KMA

Annual training was fruitful for the
Kentucky Military Academy in June, with
graduation ceremonies recognizing 30
newly-commissioned second lieutenants,
36 Advanced NCO course graduates, and
65 Guardsmen who completed Basic NCO
training.

Congressman Larry Hopkins, of Ken-
tucky’s sixth district, spoke to the OCS
graduates June 20 and emphasized their
importance as leaders. He noted that, “War
is the worst way to settle anything, but we
must be ready for that action.”

The congressman, who serves on the
House Armed Services Committee, said,
“We live in a hair trigger nuclear world ...
This country needs you and we need each
other.”

Several of the new officers earned spe-
cial recognition at the ceremony, con-

IT’S A TOSS-UP — It would be hard to decide which of the 131 Kentucky Military

ducted in the Capitol rotunda. 2nd Lt.
Robert Trahan received both the National
Guard Association of Kentucky Award for
the highest academic average and the
Erickson Trophy, which is given for the
highest standing in leadership, academics
and the commandant’s evaluation.

2nd Lt. Charles Flynn earned the Asso-
ciation of the U.S. Army Plaque for
the highest standard of leadership, while
2nd Lt. Patricia Fore received the Com-
mandant’s Award for the greatest self-
improvement,

Others earning the gold bars included:
Roger Alexander, Anthony Analla, Jack
Baldwin, Gregory Brazeal, William Clark
Jr., Virgil Elliot Jr., Douglas Fulcher,
Dalvin Fuller, George Green, Roderic
Hewlett, Lloyd Hoover, Charles Jones,
Steven Jones;
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Academy graduates was happiest on graduation day June 20 as they gave their hats
an upward fling. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Tom Murphy)

Sharon Joseph, William Kyly, Larry
Lucas, Randall Lane, William Martin,
Richard Pate Jr., Charles Phipps, Joseph
Richie, Kenneth Scott Jr., David Shirley,
George Smith III, Glynn Tucker, Edgar
Wilhite and Charles Winter.

Following the ceremony, many from
the overflow crowd travelled to a reception
hosted by Lt. Gov. Martha Layne Collins
at her official residence.

Command Sgt. Maj. Robert Bailey
spoke to graduates of the NCO courses
during a Fort Knox ceremony June 19, He
noted that the NCOs had worked for two
weeks to develop leadership and training
skills and he encouraged them to return
to their units and put their knowledge into
action.

He also reminded them of the key role
they play in the success of their units.

“Officers come and go,” he said, “but
NCOs are there year after year. Most of
you are in the same unit you enlisted in
and it’s you who provide the stability and
the continuity.”

Col. James Daniel, KMA commandant,
and Brig. Gen. Robert Cundiff, Assistant
Adjutant General for Army, also had words
of praise for the NCOs, They both expres-
sed pride in the achievements of the
graduates and confidence that their know-
ledge will be of great benefit to their units.

Several NCOs were also recognized for
excellence. In the Basic course, Sgt. Robert
Yontz and Sgt. James Brown tied for top
academic honors and both received the
Enlisted Association, National Guard of
Kentucky, Plaque. Sgt. Michael Bogie
received the Association of the U.S. Army
Plaque and Spec. 5 Gregory Moss earned
the Commandant’s Award. The Adjutant
General’s Trophy was awarded to Sgt.
Ronnie Jones.

Sgt. 1st Class Noland Benton II earned
two of three awards made to graduates of
the Advanced course. He received both the
AUSA Plaque and the Adjutant General’s
Trophy. Sgt. 1st Class Bobby Duvall took
the Commandant’s Award.












