








Truck wreck ——

(continued from page 3)

admission to the hospital, Link remained
conscious.

He praised the local emergency crews
for their dedication and the four Guard-
members from his unit who stayed with
him throughout the rescue and visited him
in the hospital during his recovery.

“They were great,” Link said of his
fellow Guardsmen, CW4 Romer Holland
and Staff Sgts. James Baker and Harold
Doolin and Lambert.

Link suffered cuts on his head and feet
and had some internal bleeding in his
abdomen and a lung. His feet were the
most severely damaged part of his body,
particularly his toes, which had to be
surgically reimplanted.

Link said he will be losing the tips of
the two smallest toes on his right foot, but
that his left foot is giving him the most
trouble right now. He received a large gash
on his left ankle and damage to one toe.
Other than that, he said ‘I feel really good.”

Link returned for light duty work April
21, less than seven weeks after the accident.
He has gotten movement back in three of
his toes. Although he has crutches, he pre-
fers his cane. “I have a small cane I pack
around that I get around pretty good on,”
he said.

The accident has changed Link’s philo-
sophy on life. “When I was down there, I
realized Someone had to be with me,” he
said.

As a result of the accident, some chan-
ges are being made in transporting proce-
dures, according to Lt. Col. Edward L.
Gill, state maintenance officer.

- S . Gill said that the speed limit has been
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SPEC. 4 BRUCE ELZY stands guard near the scene of an explosion in downtown  Other vehicles on dry roads. There will be
Newport which was caused by an illegal fireworks operation. Elzy is one of 34 Guards- no towing on wet rodds, S

. . . N .. Gill also said that ‘“‘modifications are

men from the 198th Military Police Battalion in Louisville who helped control traffic heing designed which will enable the brakes

and prevent looting in Newport following the April 2 explosion. (Photo by Terra Bar- of the vehicle being towed to be connected

nett) with those of the towing vehicle.”
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