








Officer brings talents from another ‘field’

, By Pfc. Ed Armstrong

. A Kentucky National Guardsman has
shifted his emphasis from professional
football player to the executive officer in
the 438th Military Police Company in
Louisville.

First Lt. Thomas C. Franklin attended
Virginia University for two years playing
college football before leaving to enter
professional football as a free agent in
1972. He was picked up by the Los Angeles
Rams where he played for two years
before a knee injury ended his football
career.

Franklin then reentered college in 1975
to complete his education and to receive a
commision into the active Army. He spent
two years on active duty as a maintenance
officer.

In 1979, Franklin joined the National
Guard military police company in Louis-
ville as a platoon leader and has since
been promoted to executive officer of his
company.

This is a time when you don’t hear very
much about patriotism in the United
States, according to Franklin. “I think we
need to start remembering what the mili-
tary has done for us. Every war or conflict
that the United States has ever been in
has been fought on another country’s
soil, so it has never been brought home to
the American people just how lucky we
are,” said Franklin.

Hospital slots open

All combat support hospitals in the
nation, including Kentucky’s 475th Com-
bat Support Hospital, have received a
change in their structure. This change has
increased the authorized strength for the
Frankfort-based unit.

Lt. Col. Larry C. Barker, Military Per-
sonnel Officer for the Guard, stated that
since the increased strength authorization,
» “ the 475th Combat Support Hospital is
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C. Franklin takes part in a field exercise during annual training at Camp Atterbury, | have been opened up are for medical

professionals, but other positions such as
Ind. (Fhoto by Staff Sgt. Ron Bayes) clinical specialists, are also available.
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