








Rifle, machinegun team keeps winning tradition

By Spec. 4 Sparky Goodman

The Kentucky Army National Guard
continued its winning tradition at the
annual National Guard Rifle, Pistol and
Light Machinegun Championships in Sep-
tember. The match, held at Camp Robinson,
Ark., resulted in the M-16 rifle team being
re-ranked 12th in the nation and the light
machinegun team walking away with almost
all of the top honors.

Staff Sgt. Steve A. Cowan, of Science
Hill, shot a 341, 306, and a 338 to win the
overall M-60 light machinegun champion-
ship. Cowan’s 338 score set a new record
for the course,

Spec. 4 Terry L. Hood, of Somerset,
shot a 349, 303, and a 332 to finish

second to Cowan in the same champion-
ship. Hood won first place in the first
round of the match with his score of 349.

Staff Sgt. Ray E. Patterson, of Ingle,
who holds two current M-60 firing records,
won second place in the M-60 open match
with an aggregate score of 900,

Staff Sgt. Frank Van Dorsten,, of
Somerset and a newcomer to the machine-
gun team, proved himself by winning the
first place award for new shooters with
scores of 325, 293 and 282. Van Dorsten
earned first and second place awards
during the first two individual matches
and he placed fourth in the third match.

Additionally, both Hood and Cowan
won the “Chief’s 50°’ patch, a distinguished
shooting award. Cowan also received a

Standiford Field runway extension approved

The Kentucky Air National Guard has
received approval and funding for extension
of a runway at Louisville’s Standiford
Field.

The National Guard Bureau approved
the project, which calls for an extension of
runway 1-19 to 10,000 feet. Plans also call
for extension of a parallel taxiway and
relocation of lighting and of the barrier
at the end of the runway.

Brig. Gen. Carl D. Black made the
announcement saying, ‘“This endeavor will

significantly enhance the operational capa-
bility of the Air National Guard. “The
extra 2,200 feet of runway will substantially
improve the measure of safety in case of a
ground abort or an emergency.”

In addition, the runway extension will
aid in noise abatement and give great
flexibility to the Air Guard as it approaches
the year 2000, the general noted.

The entire project is estimated at $5
million with the Guard paying 80-90
percent of the cost.
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FROZEN FOREVER in that moment in time between the pull of the lanyard and the
recoil of the 155mm gun are members of Battery B, 1st Battalion, 623d Field Artil-
lery during Family Day Activities held at Fort Knox in September. (Photo by Capt.
Frank Mattingly)
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presentation M-1 Garand rifle and is the
third person in Kentucky to earn this
award.

The rifle and machinegun team members
practice once every few weeks on a regular
basis.

“These guys are dedicated to the team
and are willing to practice on their own
time,” said Sgt. 1st Class John Orberson.
“In order to be good at shooting, you have
to be committed to it. You have to be
willing to sacrifice for it like these guys
have.”

Headquarters

(continued from page 1)
STARC goes to its mobilization station,
Barker said.

Duties assigned to the Command and
Control element will be assigned to troop
command within STARC, Barker said.

Under the new command system,
several senior NCO positions, as well as
officer slots, were established.

Wellman said that those in the head-
quarters element will have to start re-
cruiting from the Frankfort area to fill
these new positions instead of depending
on NCOs and officers from other regions
to take the vacant slots.
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