








Adventure Training: some waork, a lot of fun

Officially, it was called ‘“adventure
training,” but to nearly 200 Kentucky Army
National Guardmembers who converged on
Grayson Lake State Park recently, it was
some work and a lot of fun.

Members of Ashland and Olive Hill
units of the 201st Engineer Battalion
spent two days learning and practicing
survival skills, including rappelling, rope
bridge river crossing, “slide for life” and
poncho rafting,

“It was a break from our normal train-
ing routine and the enthusiasm was tre-
mendous,” said Capt. Paul Melvin of
Ashland, commander of Company B of the
201st. His comments were echoed by
Capt. Roger Gillum of Grayson, com-
mander of Headquarters Company of the
Ashland-based battalion.

Lt. Col. Harold G. Robinson of Wurt-
land, battalion commander, described the
weekend as ‘“‘outstanding training from a
military standpoint and a great morale
builder.”’

Sliding 200 feet down a rope and tumb-
ling into the brisk waters of Grayson Lake
or dropping 60 feet down a sheer rock wall
to the banks of the Little Sandy River is a
far cry from the normal training of the
engineers, whose primary mission is to
build the way with roads, airfields, fortifi-
cations and other facilities for combat
units.

“Our people also have to be proficient
in basic infantry tactics and this weekend
gave them a different view of the soldier in
a hostile environment.” Melvin added.

Specialized instruction in the survival
skills was provided by members of the 19th
Special Forces Group, West Virginia Army
National Guard, based at Tri-State Airport
near Huntington.

“The Green Berets do this type of train-
ing on a regular basis and they are excellent
teachers,” Melvin added. “We are most .
appreciative of their supportand encourage-  ON THE ROPE - Spec. 4 Mike Williams of Olive Hill, a member of Company B, 201st
ment.” . . . Engineer Battalion, Kentucky Army National Guard, pulls himself across the Little

Spec. 4 Mike Williams of Olive Hill . : . . . s 5

; Sandy River on a rope bridge during recent “adventure training” at Grayson Lake by
summed up the weekend with one state- . s . .
ment: “We learned some important new local Guard units. Once across, Williams climbed a 60-foot rock cliff and descended to
things and had fun doing it.” the ground by rappelling. (Photo by Capt. Keith Kappes)
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