








CTSQT covers basic skills for MOSs

By Pfc. J.C. Newton

Soldiers whose Military Occupation Skill
(MOS) has had no Skill Qualification Test
(SQT) will now take the Common Task
Skill Qualification Test (CTSQT).

According to Staff Sgt.JohnW.Orberson,
Training Standards Officer for the Ken-
tucky Army National Guard, of the more
than 400 MOSs in the Army, 150 have no
SQT. The CTSQT, which covers basic
soldiering skills, will now be given to all
soldiers who hold such specialties.

Soldiers who took an MOS specific test
last year can expect to take one again this
year. Those working outside their Primary

MOS (PMOS) will take the technical SQT
that applies to their PMOS.

The CTSQT will be given to all troops,
with the exception of soldiers working in
Personnel Management Programs.

The test is designed to identify and
eliminate deficiencies in common task
training.

Alluding to the administrative problems
of the tests, Orberson pointed out, ‘“For
example, the 198th Military Police Com-
pany has 62 troops in an MOS. In order to
test the troops, about 350-400 booklets
are needed for each component in skill
levels 1-4.

Court case rea ffirms rights

A recent court decision reaffirms pro-
visions of federal law that protect members
of the National Guard.

The decision was rendered by the U.S.
District Court for the Eastern District of
Missouri and involved a Missouri Army
National Guardsman.

In the case, David P. Ledbetter charged
that his employer, Slay Transportation
Company, Inc., had discharged him because
he had requested military leave to attend
mandatory training,

In June 1978, Ledbetter informed his
employer that he had received orders to
report for two weeks’ annual training
with the Guard. He was fired that day.

Ledbetter contacted the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor, asserting the discharge
violated his rights under the Federal
Veterans’ Reemployment Rights Law.

Attempts to negotiate a settlement failed,
so the Labor Department referred the case
to the Justice Department, which filed
suit.

Ledbetter requested reemployment, se-
niority and lost wages from his employer
but, partly because of his health, the court
limited damages to $4,360. These were
losses he could reasonably claim as a result
of the wrongful discharge, according to
the court.

In the findings, the court cited “Monroe
v. Standard Oil,” a case decided by the
U.S. Supreme Court in June 1981. The
Supreme Court reaffirmed that the Vete-
rans’ Reemployment Rights statute pro-
tects ‘“the employee-reservist against dis-
crimination-like discharge and demotion
motivated solely by ... Reserve status.”
(ARNEWS)

THREE MEMBERS of the Hopkinsville Army Guard’s riot control team prepare to
“flush out” a sniper during a recent training session at the Armory. The men belong
to Company B, 1st Battalion, 123rd Armor. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Tom Murphy)

The CTSQT, like the SQT, is organized
into three parts: Skill Component (SC),
Hands-On Component (HOC) and Job-
Site Component (JSC).

The CTSQT will be administered through
Aug. 31, 1982. Every unit will be required
to schedule all eligible soldiers for testing
during this period. A new CTSQT will be
developed each year and given during this
same time period.

Guard strength___

(continued from page 1)
including the medical officers, will be
added to the full-time staff,

Wellman has special praise for the Army
Guard aviators who have completed 11
years of accident-free flying. He also had
kind words for the Kentucky Military
Academy and noted that for the first time,
there were more applications from NCOs
than the Academy could handle.

Wellman complimented the Air Guard for
having facilities that are among the best in
the nation, and he pleased armor troops by
informing them that he had received funds
to construct tank washing facilities at the
Western Kentucky weekend training site.
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