








BOONE RAIDERS

‘““when you consider they had never seen this
area before. That is not an easy thing to
do.”

Following the night patrol, the exhausted
troops ate a hasty C-ration breakfast, then
it was off to some rocky cliffs for five hours
of instruction in rapelling.

Some candidates, wary of heights, hesi-
tated prior to their initial attempt at
bounding from the cliffs. “After the first
time, those same individuals were hurrying
to get back in line for another turn,” said
Collins. Collins was obviously proud of his
class, which is scheduled to graduate with
commissions this summer,

‘“Something like this definitely builds
confidence,” pointed out Collins. “This
course teaches the officer candidates to
recognize what their limits are and gives
them the opportunity to exceed them,”
he said.

Arnett agreed, saying, ‘“The Boone
Raider course gives everyone the opportu-
nity to be a leader and the pressure is
extreme. Not everyone can handle it and
those who can’t, simply drop out, because
the course is tough. It’s no piece of cake,”
added Arnett,

After making through the rapelling with-
out injury, the soldiers again dined on C-
rations and then it was time for more
instruction, This time, the class was on the
construction of rope bridges, which would
be utilized later in the challenging course.

With no sleep or rest, the thirty-seven
soldiers continued the hectic pace. “That
displayed their ability to react to stress in
a combat type situation,” pointed out
Arnett.

Sitting in a small clearing near the edge
of a ravine, the class listened to instructor
Lytle explain the construction of a two
rope bridge.

The soldiers watched with expressions
of awe, as Lytle made things look simple,
The Ranger instructor, after completing
the rope bridge with the help of some
selected students, travelled across the rope
with ease, much like a professional high
wire performer. A short time later, each
student crossed that bridge in preparation
for what was to come the following day.

“You see, the soldiers tonight will re-
ceive an operations order to conduct a
night raid on an enemy position,” explained
Arnett. “They will hold that position until
early morning, when they are given the
order to retreat. The soldiers will be
forced to construct a rope bridge to cross
the river in order to make a successful re-
treat.”

Carrying full equipment, while sliding
across the bridge, each soldier was forced
to take a plunge in the chilly waters, as
they neared the ground on the other side
of the river. ‘“That marks the end of the
course,” said Arnett.

After a weekend of pushing themselves
to the limit, all 37 weary-eyed members of
the Kentucky Army National Guard can
now proudly display the highly coveted
Boone Raider Patch.

JACKSON GROUNDBREAKING

A groundbreaking ceremony was re-
cently conducted for the almost $1.5
million facility, drawing a large crowd of
local supporters, despite the thick, early
morning fog and chilly temperatures.

“This is a momentous occasion for us,”
said Company Commander, Maj. Edward
Taylor. “The new armory means a lot to
the men as well as to the community.”

Adjutant General Billy G. Wellman, in
delivering the opening address, pointed
out the significance of the new armory.
“Only four armories were authorized out
of 1983 funds and we received two of
them,” pointed out Wellman. The other
armory to be constructed is in Hazard,
about 30 miles south of Jackson.

Wellman was quick to give praise to Sen.
Walter D. Huddleston and Congressman
Carl Perkins for what he termed, “their
political maneuvering,”” which allowed
Kentucky to receive federal funds for the
construction of two armories.

“You should be delighted you have
such an outstanding Adjutant General in
Kentucky,” said Perkins. “I think he is the
greatest in the United States and the most
liked,” Perkins added. Perkins went on to
say, ‘“The new armory is something we all
car&{be proud of.”

uddleston echoed the comments of
Perkins and added, “It’s important that
we maintain this kind of facility, its soldiers
and the type of training necessary to meet
the challenges that may come.”’

General Wellman also thanked State
Representative Jimmy Maggard, who was
instrumental in acquiring state funding for
the project. “We did not get General
Assembly approval until the last hour of

PULASKI WATER

they filled 200,000 and 100,000 gallon
water storage tanks and 16 miles of water
lines with over 500,000 gallons of water.
This action restored water service to every-
one on the system.

The Guardsmen continued their 24-hour
operation, and were able to provide ade-
quate water for drinking, cooking, and
bathing. The Guardsmen were ordered to
break down their operation Aug. 17, and
to return to Ashland after Adjutant General
Billy G. Wellman received word that the
Department of Transportation had granted
a temporary permit allowing a pipeline to
be placed across the route 90 bridge over
Lake Cumberland to provide a supple-
mental water supply for the area.

The Guardsmen purified and pumped
over 420,000 gallons of water into the
water system during the operation.

McKenzie, section cheif, said that this
was a very good operation because it gave
them a opportunity to conduct a continu-
ous 24-hour operation. He said, ‘““All the
equipment performed exceptionally well,
and we did not suffer any mechanical
breakdowns with the water purification
equipment,”

the last day of the last session,” said
Wellman. “Without the help of Represen-
tative Maggard, a new armory would have
not become a reality,” he added.

“There’s nothing too good for Breathitt
County and Eastern Kentucky,” exclaimed
Maggard. “You’re a great Guard unit and
I'm proud of you and the new armory,”
concluded Maggard.

The new armory, which will house 168
soldiers in the unit, is expected to have
quite an economic impact on Breathitt
County. According to General Wellman,
the Kentucky Army National Guard last
year spent $275,000 in Breathitt County.

County Judge Nim Henson and Jackson
Mayor Frank Noble both agree the Guard
is the best thing that ever happened to their
area. “The National Guard is a big benefit
to our community,” said Noble. Henson
added, “The Guard has provided jobs for
the county and that’s what we really
needed.” '

Construction of the new armory is
scheduled to begin in February 1984, with
completion scheduled within 12 months.
The new armory will be built on land about
50 yards away from the front of the
existing facility.

The present armory, which cost almost
$182,000 to construct 25 years ago, will be
torn down to provide space for the new
armory’s parking lot.
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