








Members of 1155th train to fly Blackhawk

By PFC Don Belisle

With the approval of the Sikorsky UH-
60A Blackhawk helicopter, members of the
1155th Transportation Company are train-
ing to fly and maintain the new craft.

Twelve members of the 1155th have
completed a nine-week maintenance school
at F't. Eustis, Va. SFC Bo Thomas and SFC
Robert Solomon are among those who
have completed the course.

“It’s one fine chopper,” said Thomas.
“After everyone is trained, there will be
43 people who will be involved in the
hands-on maintenance of the craft.”

“We’ve had to get some new tools,
testing gear and other equipment to

SFC BO THOMAS checks the tail rotor on the UH-60A Blackhawk. Visual inspections

perform maintenance on the Blackhawk,”
said Solomon, who is in charge of quality
control.

Both men agree the UH-60A is a great
thing for the Kentucky Guard. Solomon
describes the new aircraft as “the Cadillac
of helicopters.”

They agreed, “It makes you proud to
be the only Guard unit in the United
States with such a helicopter!”

“At this point, we are still in the learn-
ing stage,” Thomas said. “But we do have
an inspection of the Blackhawk every
seven days.”

“It’s so new, there haven’t been any
malfunctions but if there are, we must
send special reports to the Sikorsky Com-
pany in Connecticut,” Solomon said.

like this are conducted every seven days. (Photo by Spec. 4 Ed Armstrong)

The Blackhawk is equipped to carry
an 11l-man infantry squad, in addition to
a crew of four. It can carry more than
four tons, including gun crews and artillery.

The Kentucky Guard now has five pilots
who are qualified to fly the Blackhawk,
Two, CW4 Jim Cline and 1st Lt. Lloyd
Bailey, were the first Guardsmen in the
nation to qualify on the aircraft. CW2
Wallace Walker, Lt. Col. Tom Quisenberry,
and CW4 Bill Preston are also qualified.

“We learned just about everything
during the course, including 97 different
emergency procedures and actually simu-
lated some of them,” Walker said.

Walker said one of those simulations
included killing the engines at an altitude
of 1,000 feet.

“The Blackhawk handled it with no
problem,” boasted Walker. The helicopter
is equipped with crash-worthy crew seats
and energy-absorbing landing gear.

“The Blackhawk is just great!” said
Walker. “It’s one-third faster than the
Huey (UH-1); it’s more powerful and
more maneuverable.”

The helicopter is equipped with several
back-up systems, two engines and other
features which add to the craft’s safety.

“It’s like going from a Volkswagen to
a Cadillac,” said Walker,
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