








Battle Dress Uniforms will be required wear

By PFC Don Belisle

By January 1985, all members of the
Kentucky Army National Guard will be
required to wear the Battle Dress Uniform
(BDU). Issue to some units has already
begun. According to Col. Ralph L. Pal-
more, Chief of Staff, “Each member of
the Guard will have three sets of BDUs by
January 1985. All officers are required to
purchase the new uniforms, while enlisted
members must exchange three sets of the
green fatigues for three sets of the BDUs.”

With the issuance of the new woodland
pattern camouflagued uniforms, there are
many questions dealing with their wear and
care. “Regulations state the soldier must
not do anything to alter the appearance or
configuration of the BDUs,” stated Palmore.

“The new battle dress uniforms are
permanent press and must not be ironed or
starched,” Palmore explained, “because it
increases infrared detection.”

This year, white, green or brown t-shirts
may be worn with the BDUs. However,

beginning January 1984, only the brown t-
shirt may be worn.

“Whether the brown t-shirts will be
issued to Guardsmen, I just don’t know at
this point,” said Palmore.

Meanwhile, BDU field jackets will be
issued to all active duty personnel beginning
in March of this year, but there is no
issuing schedule at this point for the Guard.

The BDU cap is also the subject of se-
veral questions. The cap is to be placed in
the lower right leg pocket when not in use,
according to Palmore. Regulations state
only rank insignia will be placed on the cap,
with officers wearing non-subdued rank
insignia and enlisted soldiers wearing the
subdued version. On uniform collars,
only subdued rank insignia will be dis-
played.

Although aviators are forbidden from
wearing their wings on the BDU cap, they
are authorized to wear the cap with their
flight suits.

Belts will be worn with the new battle
dress uniforms, pants must be bloused and
sleeves may be rolled up.

ing.

ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVES--To avoid showing the wrong side of the fab-
ric when rolling the sleeves of the new Battle Dress Uniforms and to pre-
sent a neat appearance, the following method is recommended: Step 1:
Pull the cuff of the sleeve to the armpit so that the inside is showing out.
Step 2: Make two folds toward the armpit. Step 3: Fold the cuff down
over the folds you just made. The buttons and cuff flap should be show-

Selective Service registration applies to ali

Selective Service registration has been in
the news a great deal recently, for more
than 500,000 eligible males have failed to
register. Some of those undoubtedly are
members of the Kentucky National Guard.

In a recent memo to all commanders,
Col. Ralph Palmore, Army Guard Chief of
Staff, noted that all men born after Dec.
31, 1959 are required to register for the
Selective Service System. This applies to
everyone, even those who are members of

the Guard or Reserve,

Individuals may register at Post Offices
across the state. The process is simple, for
the individual must complete only a re-
gistration form which includes name,
address, phone number, Social Security
number, and date of birth.

More than six million men have already
registered and failure to do so is a felony,
punishable by a maximum penalty of a
$10,000 fine and/or five years in prison.

“The rolling up of sleeves is decided by
each commander, but in formation there
must be uniformity,”” Palmore stated.

The appearance of the battle dress
uniform has caused some concern. “It’s
something we are just going to have to learn
to live with,” concluded Palmore. “The
appearance of the BDU has caused the
most complaints, but soldiers will have to
adapt.”

Because the new uniforms cannot be
starched or ironed, many soldiers are
concerned about their appearance, but
there have been some favorable comments.

“Many soldiers feel the unbloused jacket
gives increased ventilation in hot weather
and say there is more freedom of move-
ment with the BDU,” Palmore pointed out.

A big feature is the easy care of the
uniform, With the BDU being permanent
press, many soldiers say it’s much easier
and quicker to take care of the uniform,
Palmore explained. Strings that dangle
from the uniforms must be removed. That
can be accomplished by burning or cutting
them off. There is a modified version of
the BDU for the pregnant soldiers.
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