








Post exchange is another Guard benefit

By Capt. Tom Little

O.K., Soldier, so you’re in the Guard.
You know you get a paycheck every
month and you get that annual training
check once a year.

In the back of your mind there’s the
recognition that you’re working toward
retirement, but you’re not exactly sure
how that works, and you know you’ve
got some kind of insurance coverage called
“SGLI.”

How do these things work? When do
you qualify? Is there any more?

There are many more benefits and there
are explanations to go with all of the pro-
grams which may be unclear to you now.
Over the next few months, the BLUE-
GRASS GUARD will address many of
the programs, and we will be pleased to try
to answer any questions you may have.
Just drop us a line.

Today’s topic is post exchange (base
exchange in the Air Force) and commissary
privileges, both during normal periods and
during annual training.

There are three post exchange facilities
in Kentucky: Fort Knox, Fort Campbell,
and Lexington-Bluegrass Army Depot.
Guard members may use these as well as
any other in the country, regardless of the
branch of service in the area. For example,
if you are an Army Guardsman on vacation
near an Air Force Base, you may use the
exchange on that base.

The exchange is open to you and mem-
bers of your immediate family--that is,
your spouse and any children. However,
they must have proper identification and
a copy of your Leave and Earnings State-
ment. You are entitled to one visit for each
Multiple Unit Training Assembly (MUTA)
shown on that form. A drill weekend
normally counts as four MUTAs.

Most military installations have a num-
ber of different post exchange facilities,
such as the general department store,
specialty shops, toy stores, and lawn
and garden facilities. You can use them all.

However, the Class VI store, which sells
alcoholic beverages, is available only during
annual training periods.

When you’re on annual training status,
you generally have access to all military
facilities just as if you were on active duty.
In most cases, unless you are in uniform,
you’ll have to have a copy of your orders
as well as your red ID card.

The commissary is the military version
of a supermarket. It’s available to Guard
members and spouses only during annual
training or when the member is on orders
for 72 hours or more. The Guard member’s
spouse may use the commissary alone, but
must have a copy of the current military
orders as well as proper identification.

In some cases, particularly during and
after an overseas deployment, you may
be eligible to order from the AAFEES
Exchange System  catalog, which offers
items from around the world at very com-

Categories determine unit strength

Three categories have recently been
established to determine the number of
people each Kentucky Army Guard unit
may recruit. According to a recent letter
to commanders from Maj. Gen. Billy G.
Wellman, the adjutant general, the policy
is designed to give unit commanders the
flexibility to mobilize and deploy units at
100 percent of wartime strength and to
prohibit overstrength and ‘enhanced”
strength in some non-deploying, non-
combat elements as stipulated by Congress.

Emphasis is to be applied to increasing
strengths in units which are understrength,
with priority given to units scheduled for
early deployment.

Units in category ‘“A” may reach 25
percent above required wartime strength
levels. Those units are: 1st Battalion, 149th
Infantry; 1st and 2nd Bns., 123rd Armor;
Troop A, 240th Cavalry; 2nd Bn., 138th

Field Artillery; 1st Bn., 623rd FA; 207th

Engineer Company; 201st Engr. Bn.;
475th Combat Support Hospital; 441st
Medical Detachment; 223rd, 438th, and
614th Military Police Companies;and 973rd
Medical Detachment.

Those units in category “B’’ may recruit

up to full wartime strength. They are: 103rd
Support Bn.; Headquarters, 149th Separate
Armored Brigade; 2123rd Transportation
Co.; 198th MP Bn.; 307th Maintenance
Co.; 1149th Ordnance Det.; 615th MP Det.
(CID); Co. C, 42nd Aviation Bn.; Det. 1,
1155th Trans Co.; Hq., 138th FA Bde.;
and 139th Maint. Co.

Other units, which fall in category “C”,
may recruit only to their normal authorized
strength.

Program offers

(continued from page 2)

opportunity to get Guard officers with
two or three years of active duty exper-
ience.”

A Guard officer who does go on active
duty this way will go back to a Guard
unit when his active duty tour is completed
unless his obligation is satisfied.

About 75 members of the Guard in
SMP have been commissioned since 1981,
About 31 are expected to be commissioned
in May. More than 100 are in the program
now, he added.

petitive prices. Unit commanders and first
sergeants should be able to advise you any
time you have that benefit.

Guard . ..
at a glance

RUNNERS

Individuals from across the state are
invited to compete in a 4-mile run during
the Boone Center Armed Forces Day
celebration May 21. Winning units and
individuals will receive awards. Entry
information will be sent to each unit.

OWENSBORO GAIN

An Owensboro unit of the Army
Guard recently reached its full 148-member
strength for the first time in 10 years.
Troop A, 240th Cavalry was created during
the last major reorganization of the Ken-
tucky Guard and local officials had been
notified that the community could lose
the Guard if strength failed to improve.
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