








BOOK REVIEW
HISTORY OF THE MILITA AND THE NATIONAL GUAR D

By Maj. Gen. Billy G. Wellman

The Adjutant General
The words ‘“tradition” and ‘‘heritage”
are tossed around pretty easily by National
Guardsman, but it is doubtful that many
really know details of the Guard’s history.
There’s a new book on the market now that
can change all that.

We’re not usually in the business of re-
viewing or selling books, but this one is
excellent. John K. Mahon has written His-
tory of the Militia and the National Guard

as part of MacMillan’s “Wars of the United
States” series,

The book is a factual, objective account
of the Guard and it’s militia predecessor
from colonial times to the present. But,
even better, it also delves into the conflicts
that have long existed between the citizen-
army and the “regulars” and examines the
people and philosophies that led to the cur-
rent status of the Guard.

Unlike many histories, it’s well-written,

interesting narrative. When the author
‘covers the early tasks of Indian-fighting
and the terrible problems of supply, the
reader can sense the times.

Mahon explains the transition Thomas
Jefferson underwent that had a profound
impact upon the status of the militia. At
inauguration, he believed ‘“‘the only. force
competent to defend the nation against
attack” was the militia, But the war in
Europe in 1803 began to change his mind
as he found militiamen less than anxious
to become involved in a foreign war.

The book is not all good news -- the
warts show, too. For example, Mahon tells
of one battle lost in the War of 1812, even
though American troops out-numbered the
British 3-1. Militamen refused to cross into
Canada and Regular forces refused to fight
under the command of a Militia officer, so
a force of 750 was lost.

The many, and varied, duties of the
Guard are reviewed in considerable detail.
The author recalls that units were called

States with good aviation records
were honored by National Guard
Bureau during Army Area Management
Conferences in Spokane, Wash.; Char=
leston, W.Va,; and New Orleans, La.

To qualify for the aviation award,
states had to compile a record of five
years or 40,000 flying hours in Army
National Guard aircraft without a
Class A or B aircraft accident.

FACTS ON THE BLACK HAWK

The 1155th Transportation Com-
pany now has the helicopter that is
replacing the workhorse UH-1 “Huey’’.
The Black Hawk can carry more than
twice the UH-1 payload, faster, and in
all weather conditions, It’s easier to

KENTUCKY RANKS FIFTH BY NGB AVIATORS

An accident is classified Class A
when there is more than $500,000 in
property damage, or total loss of an
aircraft, or fatality, or total disability.
An accident is Class B when it’s
between $100,000 and $500,000 in
property damage or personal injury.

The top ten are Alabama, Alaska,
Connecticut, Florida, Kentucky,Maine,
Massachusetts, Missouri, Montana, and
Nevada.

maintain in the field and features
many survivability = improvements.
How much can it carry? The Black
Hawk can reposition a 105mm Howi-
tzer, its six-man crew and up to 30
rounds of ammo in a single lift.

GUARDSMEN GET TAX BREAK ! reeeecrossees

Subscriptions to publications and jour-
nals that would be helpful to a Guardsman’s
military job performance are also deduct-
able.

A Guard physician or nurse could deduct
subscription costs to magazines dealing
with first aid and medical care, they said,
Management journals’ costs could be a
deductible for Guardsmen in supervisory
positions, mechanical publications for
mechanics, and aviation magazines for
Guard aviators.

Documentation is needed to claim these
deductions, they said. Receipts, cancelled
checks, and personal mileage logs should be
maintained for tax return use, they said.

Guardsmen must also provide an explana-
tion of why the expenses are deductible.

Documentation is needed to claim these
deductions, they said. Receipts, cancelled
checks, and personal mileage logs should be
maintained for tax return use, they said.
Guardsmen must also provide an explana-
tion of why the expenses are deductible.

“A little knowledge, time and thought-
fulness spent in record-keeping can pay
handsome rewards in the form of reduced
federal income taxes,”” the story said.

Kentucky Guard members may clain an
additional deduction on their state income
returns. The deductions is claimed as an
extra dependent.

to protect prisoners against lynch mobs, to
enforce quarantines, and to break strikes.
In some cases, particularly after the Civil
War, the Guard became personal armies
for governors.

Most of the second half of the book is
devoted to the modernization of the Guard
and to the achievements during the world
wars and in Korea. The growth of the Air
Guard after the Korean War is particularly
noteworthy.

Of particular interest is the author’s
view of the role of the National Guard
Association of the U.S. as a major force
in shaping the Guard and in gaining essen-
tial resources -- often in conflict with the
Department of Defense.

There are plenty of amusing facts
throughout the work, For example, for
many years the Adjutant General of West
Virginia’s principal job was to serve as state
librarian.

In short, Mahon’s book is interesting,
informative, and entertaining. I highly
recommend it. One copy is available for
loan from Lt. Col. Larry Barker in Frank-
fort.
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