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GOVERNOR MARTHA Layne Collins address the officers of the Kentucky National
Guard during the annual Dining In held in Louisville on September 29. (photo by

Lasers, /the new tool for real life training

By Maj. Tom Little

BANG! BANG! You’re dead.

Those were familiar words for most
children playing army in the years before
the advent of “Star Wars” laser pistols.

Kentucky National Guardsmen play war
games with laser “weapons”, too, but they
are considerably more expensive and com-
plex than any toy, and the victim is dropped
by an electronic BEEP instead of a shouted
BANG.

The Multiple Integrated Laser Engage-
ment System (MILES) uses a laser trans-
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mitter on weapons and sensors on harnesses
worn on the uniform and helmet of troops
to clearly identify when a soldier is hit in
simulated combat. The sensors can also be
mounted on any combat vehicle to deter-
mine if it has been hit.

The equipment is so sophisticated that
it even records ‘‘near misses,” allowing
both the aggressor and defender to take
corrective or evasive action.

MILES equipment is not yet authorized
at the unit level, but state director of plans,
operations and training Col. Ed Gill said
that some Kentucky Guard units have had
experience with the devices and more
should see it in the coming year.

Armor brigade units used the equipment
at Fort Hood in 1983, and Kentucky
Military Academy students have used it the
past two years.

Gill said that equipment should be
available for loan at Fort Knox and Fort
Campbell in Training Year 1985 and noted
that the National Guard Bureau expects to
spend $30 million on MILES in the next
three years.

Plans are already being developed to use
MILES during annual training for several
units next year, and some should be avail-
able for weekend use in the near future.

“I think this is the nearest we’ll ever
come to actual combat training,” Gill
said. “It really gets the troops involved
and they get together and compare notes
after every use. It’s tremendous training.”
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“The only thing I could see was the tree
line approximately 300 yards ahead and
an occasional glimpse of the rotor blades
on the UH-1,” said CW2 Wallace Walker,
the UH-60 pilot. “I was apprehensive at
one point whether to continue, but I was
receiving hookup instructions from my
crew chief Sgt. Larry Slaughter, and he

could see better than I.”
The hookup was finally made and the

ground crew cleared the area. As the
“Blackhawk’ began to lift, the rotor noise
and blowing sand increased. The UH-1
rocked and then broke clear of the soil as
the “birds’® were airborne to the Army
Aviation Support Facility in Grand Ledge,
Mich., 50 miles north.

“Crew coordination is extremely im-
portant in this type of mission,” Walker
added. “Each crew member knew exactly
what to do and did it at exactly the right
time. The UH-60 also lived up to its billing.
A mission such as this certainly adds to
the crew’s confidence in the aircraft.”

Kentucky was the first state to receive
the UH-60 for National Guard use.
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