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Planepull
haulsin
$25,000

By Maj. Richard Frymire
123rd Airlift Wing Chief of Staff

Pulling a 757 down a racetrack with
nothing but sheer muscle power seems a
little unbelievable.

But two teams from the Kentucky Air
National Guard made believers out of ev-
eryonelast month when they took top hon-
orsin the 1996 Kentucky Special Olym-
pics Plane Pull.

Guard participants also helped haul in
morethan $25,000in pledgesfor the char-
ity, which provides sports training and
competition for people who have mental
disabilities.

The"“racetrack” actually wasa12-foot-
long section of tarmac here on base that
each 20-member team traversed with a
jumbo jet in tow.

The contest was divided into three
catagories: men’'s, women'’s and co-ed.

Photos courtesy of Kentucky Special Olympics

The Air Guard men’s team digs in for the short haul, pulling a United Parcel
Service 757 a dozen feet during last month’s Special Olympics Plane Pull.

Guard teams scored first-place finishes “Team Spirit Award” for their motivation and
in both the women’s and co-ed categories, colorful cheering section. Dozens of Guard
pulling their 60 ton jetsto the finish linein  supporters showed up with jockey’s caps and
10.02 and 9.85 seconds, respectively. The stick poniesto urge their teams on.
men’s team was narrowly edged out of the Dave Kerchner, executive director for Ken-
winner’s circle by last year’s victor in the tucky Special Olympics, expressed his appre-
men’s division, United Parcel Service.

The unit’s squads collectively earned the See PLANE PULL, Page 4

First-place women’s team First-place co-ed team







KyANG NEWS

SErving with honor

New team gives Ky. Air Guard public polisn

By Staff Sgt. Dale Greer
Cargo Courier Editor

The 123rd Airlift Wing's rejuvenated
Honor Guard has new uniforms, new fund-
ing and a hew sense of purpose.

Now, it's seeking new members.

Staff Sgt. Mary Decker, the squad’sleader,
said they aready are getting more requests
than they can fulfill, just weeks after taking
on the community-oriented mission.

Five Guard members, including Decker,
now comprisetheteam, which performscivic
duties like flag raisings and funeral ceremo-
nies, in addition to color guard presentations
on base.

Decker said the team would like to add
five members this year, but volunteers must
be able to make a serious commitment.

“Atleast 18 peoplehave aready called me
onthis, sothereisalot of interest iniit,” she
said. “But the cost of the new uniform, which
must be custom tailored, is $378, so we want
to make sure the people we select can give
the job the timeiit requires.”

KyANG photo by Senior Master Sgt. Dave Tinsley

Honor Guard members display new uniforms following the October
commander’s call. Pictured are Staff Sgt. Mary Decker, Staff Sgt. Jonathan
Fulkerson, Staff Sgt. Charlie Kelton and Senior Amn. Jason Lainhart.

The uniforms, which have been standard-
ized by the Air Force for the first time, in-
clude specidly braided pants, unique insig-
nias and chrome helmets.

“ It’sal ittlemore prestigiousnow,” Decker

“It used to be we would slap on a few

belts and go from there. The procedures
have been standardized by the Air Force,
too.”

This new emphasis on the Honor Guard
results from the group’s ability to build
good will in the community while raising

the Guard's profile.

“Thisisagood way to promote our image
and help recruiting while providing aservice
to the community,” she said. “People really
seem to appreciate what we do.”

For moreinformation, call Decker at 4106.

Ardery iInducted into aviation hall of fame

By Staff Sgt. Dale Greer
Cargo Courier Editor

The Kentucky Air Guard's first commander was inducted into
the Kentucky Aviation Hall of Fame last month

Maj. Gen. Philip Ardery and four other aviation professionals
were honored Oct. 11 in aceremony at Lexington’s Blue GrassAiir-
port for their contributionsto flight.

Ardery oversaw the formation of the Kentucky Air Guard after
serving as aWorld War |1 bomber pilot. He also led the unit during
its activation for the Korean War.

In addition to being a best-selling author, Ardery is an attorney

and graduate of Harvard Law School.

Last month’s inductees were the first for the hall of fame, which
is part of the Aviation Museum of Kentucky. The museum’s main
purpose is to display historic aircraft and provide an educational
opportunity for area school children, said Harold Faulconer, avol-
unteer with the facility.

Faulconer has been devel oping an exhibit featuring the Kentucky
Air National Guard and is seeking memorabiliafor display. Twelve
models representing KyANG aircraft already are featured in the
exhibit. If you have anything you would liketo donate or loan to the
museum — from helmets to squadron patches — please contact
Faulconer at (606) 269-2920.
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Shepperd: Drill weekends
soon to occur 1N cyber goace

By Staff Sgt. Dale Greer
Cargo Courier Editor

ATLANTA — Imagine an Air Guard
wherefactsare more potent than firearms
— amilitary culturethat values computer
knowledge over combat skill.

Science fiction?

Not according to long-range planners
at the highest levels of
the Air Force.

Maj. Gen. Donald
Shepperd, director of the
Air Nationa Guard, told
agathering of public af-
fairs professionals here
last month that major so-
cial and technological
changes will force the
Guard to embrace
cyberspace as never be-
fore.

“If you do not know
the difference between
the Internet and the
World WideWeb, if you don’t know what
hypertext markup language is, if you
don't know what http means — you're
about to loose your job,” Shepperd told
his audience Oct. 26.

“Everything that we havelearned to do
inthemilitary to be successful inthe 20th
century is going to have to be turned
around 180 degrees for us to be success-
ful in the 21st century, and it's going to
have to be done very soon.

“There's a dramatic change right on
our doorstep, and we are not prepared for
it.”

Shepperd, who serves on the Air
Force's long-range planning board,
talked about the growing dominance of
computers, noting that digital deviceswill
surpass the human brain in multi-tasking
computational speed within 10 years.

And that, he said, will open the flood-
gates for technologies like artificia in-
telligence and real-time voicerecognition.

MAJ. GEN. SHEPPERD

The Guard intendsto take full advan-
tage of thistechnology, hesaid, by train-
ing new troops as cyberwarriors.

“Our Guard recruits of thefuturewill
exit basic training with a laptop com-
puter and an internet address, and they’l|
go onto amonth-long technology train-
ing course,” Shepperd said.

“They’ll return to their homes and
attend drills by logging
in as cybercommuters.
Extra training will be
accomplished through
Distance Learning pro-
grams and the World
Wide Web.

“The only time
they’re going to come
out to their units is for
hands-on training, real-
world contingencies
and exercises.”

This will tremen-
dously cut the number
of instructors, adminis-
tratorsand officeworkers needed to pro-
vide the Guard's current level of readi-
ness, he said.

It also will eliminate travel expenses
and lost productivity by offering global
on-line conferencing, classrooms and
work sessionsthrough theWeb and com-
muni cations satellites.

Changing demographics also will
have an impact. By the year, 2050,
Shepperd said, Hispanics and women
will comprisethemajority of new work-
ers.

“If wedon't look like America, they
will not support us and there will not be
anAir Guard,” hesaid. “If we don't be-
lieve in minorities and women, if we
don’'t become multilingual, we have no
future.”

Shepperd said he is confident the
Guard will meet these challenges: “| be-
lieve, despite the problemson our plate,
that weare headed in theright direction.”

Pay Dates =

—
INBY: PAID BY:
A NOV. 19 A NOV. 27
A NOV. 21 A NOV. 29
A NOV. 26 A DEC. 4

If your dependent status has
changed recently, you must contact
the military pay office to avoid
mispayments.

Deadlinenears
for tuition program

Enlisted members who want to take
advantage of the Kentucky National
Guard Tuition Award Program should
start preparing their applications now.

The deadline to apply for benefits for
summer and fall classesisApril 1.

The program pays for tuition at state-
supported colleges, universities and
technical schools. Priority isgivento
applicants who are earning their first
degrees or certificates.

Contact Master Sgt. Rose Farquhar at
4604 for more information.

1997 UTA schedule
rdeased

The following dates have been an-
nounced for 1997 unit training assemblies:

* January 11-12  July 19-20

* February 8-9 * August 9-10

* March 8-9  September 20-21
* April 12-13 * October 18-19

* May 17-18 * November 15-16
*June 7-8 * December 13-14
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L ediergoinsunit asvicewing commander

By Dale Greer
Cargo Courier Editor

Cal. Bill Leslie rejoined the 123rd Air-
lift Wing last month as the unit’s new vice
commander.

Ledliefirst enlisted in the Kentucky Air
Guard in 1968 while attending college at
the University of Louisville. After earning
his degree, Ledlie received a commission
and flew RF-101s, RF-4Cs and C-130s.

He continued to serve as a traditiona
Guardsman until 1978, when he was hired
as a full-time flight training instructor for
the KyANG.

More recently, Leslie completed afour-
year tour as National Guard adviser to the
commander of U.S. Air Forces— Europe.
The post, which required Leslieto serve at
Ramstein Air Base, Germany, isconsidered
a plum assignment, but Ledlie said Ken-
tucky has benefits all its own.

“Serving in Germany was awonderful  Col. Bill Leslie, the wing’s new vice commander, receives pilot training in an
opportunity for me, butit'sgoodtobeback RF-101 mockup in the early 1970s. Leslie joined the Kentucky Air Guard in
home,” he said. 1968 as an enlisted member.

Promotions in the KyANG RS

KyANG historical archive

The following servicemembers
have been promoted in the Ken-
tucky Air National Guard and as re-
servists of the United States Air
Force.

TO AIRMAN FIRST CLASS (E-3)

*Kristopher Beasley,
123rd Logistics Sq.
*Christopher Jones,
123rd Security Police Sq.
*Stephanie Slayton,
123rd Logistics Sq.

TO SENIOR AIRMAN (E-4)

*Terence Cecil,
123rd Logistics Sq.

*Margaret French,
123rd Mission Support Flt.
*Christopher Harding,
123rd Maintenance Sq.
*Andrea Misell,
123rd Communications FIt.

TO STAFF SERGEANT (E-5)

*Chuck Ellison,
123rd Logistics Sq.

TO TECH. SERGEANT (E-6)

*Stephen Ellis,
123rd Logistics Sq.
*Robert Geary Jr.,
123rd Logistics Sq.

«Jonathan Rosa,
123rd Combat Control Flt.

TO MASTER SGT. (E-7)

*Richard Benge,
123rd Security Police Sq.
*Christopher Burt,
123rd Security Police Sq.
*Curtis Carpenter,
123rd Communications FIt.
*Gary Dunlap,
123rd Maintenance Sq.
«Joel Hicks,
123rd Combat Control Flight
*Harold Leggett Jr.,
123rd Logistics Sq.

TO CHIEF
MASTER SERGEANT (E-9)

*Al Gering,
123rd Airlift Wing
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AIR FORCE NEWS

Cardigan
sweater
Introduced

Just in time for cold weather, the
Air Forceisintroducing a cardigan
sweater for wear with dress uni-
forms.

The optional item may be worn as
soon asit isavailable for purchase
later this year through AAFES.

The sweater, which is machine
washable, may be worn unbuttoned
indoors, but it must be completely
buttoned outdoors.

These rules for wear also apply:

*Shirt or blouse collars may be
worn inside or outside the sweater

*Sweater may be worn with or
without atie or tab

*It may never be partially but-
toned

*It may not be worn by hospital or
food service personnel in lieu of the
white cardigan sweater prescribed
for those career fields

*It may not be exposed when
worn with another outergarment

L ength should be four to seven
inches below the waist

*Officers and senior NCOs will
wear shoulder mark insignia

*All other enlisted members will
wear metal rank insignia centered
horizontally on the shoulder epau-
lets, with the bottom of theinsignia
oneinch from the shoulder seam

Phone service
offers news

The latest Air Force news now is
available by calling atoll-free
phone number.

A daily five-minute summary can
be heard by calling (800) 264-2066.
The service virtually guarantees
instant access.

AMC regainsairlift misson

Air Force News Service

WASHINGTON — The Air Force an-
nounced last month that it will reassign con-
tinental U.S. C-130 and C-21 fleets to the
Air Mobility Command.

Theater mobility assets, however, will
continueto be assigned to PacificAir Forces
and U.S. Air Forcesin Europe.

The change was the first announced in a
seriesof actionsdecided at the* Fall Corond’
senior leadership meeting in Colorado
Springs, Colo.

“We place avery high premium on rapid
globa mobility,” said Air Force Chief of
Staff Gen. Ronald R. Fogleman.

“So, the shift of operational command
over our airlift forces to a single agency
enablesusto create aseamlessmobility sys-
tem.”

In explaining why this move is being
made only threeyears after stateside C-130
unitshad been assigned to Air Combat Com-
mand, Fogleman said, “As we look to the
future, itisclear air mobility assets will be
in great demand around the world.

“When we split the CONUS-based the-
ater forces, we created seams in our train-
ing and deployment capabilities by spread-

ing aeria port, tanker airlift control ele-
ments and operations among two com-
mands.

“This has generated a requirement for
more resources to man two headquarters
staffs to provide the necessary command
and control.”

TheAir Force will:

*Designate AMC as the command re-
sponsible for establishing Air Force airlift
standards

*Redlign stateside theater airlift C-130s
fromACCtoAMC

sImprovetheater command-and-control
functions for theater airlift

*Redlign all of itsstateside C-21 aircraft
operations under AMC

Currently, these aircraft are assigned to
the various major commands.

Final implementation of these actions
will result intherealignment of Little Rock
Air ForceBase, Ark., fromACCtoAir Edu-
cation and Training Command; and Pope
AFB, N.C., fromACC to AMC.

The sum of these changes will further
improve the Air Force's ahility to execute
itsglobal mobility mission, Fogleman said.

There are no force structure changes as-
sociated with this action.

2,000th C-130 lands a Tuzlabase

Air Force News Service

TUZLAAIRBASE, Bosnia-Herzegovina
— Aerial port workersunloaded the 2,000th
U.S. C-130 Herculesto arrive at Operation
Joint Endeavor'smain airfield in Bosnialast
month.

An aircrew from the 39th Airlift Squad-
ron at Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, flew
the mission on Oct. 21 from Ramstein Air
Base, Germany.

Members of the 39th AS are deployed to
Ramstein to augment the 86th Airlift Wing
there.

Thecrew delivered six pallets, afull cargo
load, aboard the C-130. They then picked
up four passengers and five pallets and de-
parted just 25 minutes after landing.

The first U.S. C-130, from Ramstein’'s
86th AW landed at Tuzla in December
1995. The 1,000th landed April 27.

The C-17 is second behind the C-130in
number of landingsin Tuzla, with 263. The
U.S. C-130 flights represent about 53 per-
cent of the air traffic into Tuzla

NATO C-130 Hercules and C-160
Transall aircraft, flown by the German and
Swedish air forces, combined for 288 mis-
sions.

Kentucky Air Guard crewsflew 265 sor-
ties during the wing’s rotation in Bosnia,
and a large percentage of those missions
included stopsin Tuzla.

The Tuzla air tower is the busiest in
USAFE, handling up to 4,800 aircraft
movements per month.
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RETROSPECT

November wasmonth for baseexpansons

By Tech. Sgt. John R. Martin
123rd Airlift Wing Historian

United Parcel Serviceisn't the only ten-
ant ever tofeel cramped at Standiford Field.

Thirty yearsago thismonth, the KyANG
requested 31 additional acresfrom theAir-
port Authority to expand its site.

At the time, the 123rd was spread out
over about 52 acres, but additional tracts of
land were needed to meet our growing
needs.

This was the same site we vacated just
one and one-half years ago, but in 1966, it
did not have the machine shop, civil engi-
neering facility or the liquid oxygen area.

The Airport Authority granted us about
14 acres, bringing the total size of the old
baseto 66 acres.

In 1988, our Credit Unionasogot alittle
elbow room when it moved into its very
own building.

Thisstructure, now long gone, oncewas
the club house for the Louisville and Nash-

ville Golf Course.

Golf Course?

At the airport?

WEell, it is afact that many, many years
ago, our former base was the site of the
course.

This was well before the runways ex-
tended as far asthey do now.

By the late 1940s, the city’s population
began moving outward to the suburbs,
and the golf course followed suit, moving
to its present site near the Bullitt County
line.

When thewing began operationson this
siteduring the 1950s, all that was|eft from
the golf course was the club house, which
was put to good use as our Base Club.

November also saw the presentation of
aplague honoring the late Lee J. Merkel.

The plaque, given in 1957 by the
Standiford Field Civic Club, honored the
former wing commander who was killed
when his P-51 crashed near Bedford, Ind.,
one year earlier.

This plaque could be viewed on the large
display board inside the old O&T building
until the unit vacated the site early last
year.

Our unit is in possession of part of the
equipment Merkel was wearing at the time
of hisaccident — hisflight helmet.

The gear was given to the wing this year
by Dr. Sam Heuke of Fayetteville, Ark., who
was aflight surgeon at the time of Merkel's
death.

The helmet isnot much morethan amodi-
fied football helmet, but it's still well pre-
served, considering its age.

Anyone wishing to see it should stop by
the historian’s office, room 2117 of theWing
Headquarters Building.

Trivia for December: When we first
took possession of the old base site, one other
thing was there besides the old L&N club-
house.

What was this very small object? (Hint:
It's still there!)

Gearing up

Maj. Joe Kottak and Maj. Ray Petroviak grab their life support gear at Sola Air Station, Norway, before flying a
sortie in 1978. Kottak was commander of Kentucky’s 165th Tactical Reconaissance Squadron at the time.

KyANG historical archive
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