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Wing compietes deployment to Saudi Arabia

By Staff Sgt. Dale Greer
Cargo Courier Editor

Prince SultanAir Baseis perhapsthe most
challenging military environment in the
world.

L ocated on the high desert of Saudi Arabia,
60 milesfrom the nearest civilization, itslone
remarkable feature is a desolate expanse of
blistering brown sand.

Daytime temperatures and the sun’s unre-
lenting rays can cook exposed skin in min-
utes, poisonous spiders and snakes abound,
sandstorms appear from nowhere, and the
only thing that breaksthe ceasel essmonotony
of the dull horizon isaconstant flow of mili-
tary aircraft charged with enforcing the No-
Fly Zone in Southern Iraqg.

Thisisthe environment in which morethan
90 members of the Kentucky Air Guard op-
erated from April 7 to June 10, delivering
around-the-clock theater airlift services for
multinational forces as part of Operation
Southern Watch.

During the deployment, Wing aircrews
flew 103 missions in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
and Qatar, logging more than 238 hours of
flight time. On the ground, air cargo person-
nel built scores of pallets for delivery while
maintai ners pulled 12-hour shifts prepping C-
130s for their next mission.

Although the KyANG is known for its

See Desert, Page 4

TOP: An F-16 from Prince Sultan Air
Base refuels while patrolling the No-
Fly Zone in Southern Irag. More than
90 members of the 123rd Airlift Wing
deployed to Price Sultan to provide
theater airlift for the operation.

BOTTOM: KyANG members were
housed this tent city at Prince Sultan.
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Staff Sgt. Angela Stafford/USAF

Capt. Catherine Jabob/KyANG






KyANG NEWS

Pedal Power

Guardmember riding 100 milesfor charity

By Staff Sgt. Dale Greer
Cargo Courier Editor

Next month, while most members of the Kentucky Air Guard
are sharpening their combat skills on base, Master Sgt. Bob
Wood will be fighting his own personal battle with leukemia.

Wood, a cargo airlift supervisor in the 123rd Aerial Port
Squadron, doesn’'t have the deadly disease, but he's seen its
effects up close and he wants to do something about it.

A five-year-old boy who attends Wood’s church in
Hendersonville, Tenn., has been struggling with leukemia for
months.

As the disease and his chemotherapy sessions have pro-
gressed, young Camron Lowe has become increasingly with-
drawn and confused, Wood said. His mother no longer lets
Camron play with friends for fear that his compromised im-
mune system will fail to protect him from infections.

“He's not even allowed to come to church anymore,” Wood
said of the once playful boy who liked to wear cowboy cos-
tumes and deliver high-fives.

“Now, hewon't even talk to me. The seclusion that he's go-
ing through has been real hard for him to handle. He just wants
to liveanormal life.”

Wood hopes that his efforts Sept. 21 will enable Camron to
do just that.

The Guardsman will spend the drill weekend participating
in a 100-mile bicycle marathon to raise money for the Leuke-
mia Society of America, which estimates that a cure for some
forms of the disease isless than three years away.

The marathon will begin in New Hampshire, cross Maine,
and end in Boston.

“Thisisan opportunity to help makeadifference,” said Wood,
who's been collecting donations since the spring and so far has
raised about half of the $2,500 minimum required to partici-
pate.

He's confident he can raise the money, but the physical as-
pect of the marathon is alittle more intimidating.

“1t’'sgoing to betough,” Wood said. “ Thisis straight through,
without much of a break, for six hours. I've ridden as far 62
miles before, but I’ ve never tried a hundred.”

To prepare, Woods has been training on weekendswith other
marathon cyclists, and he rides his bicycle 11 miles to work
every day.

He'seven modified hisdiet and bought anew 16-speed bike.

But the best asset Wood expects to have next month is a
small loop of plastic.

“When | leave ontheride, they’ |l give meahospital bracel et
with Camron’s name on it,” he said. “So if | get to the point
where | think | can't go any further, | can look down at that

Master Sgt. Bob Wood is preparing for a 100-mile bicycle
marathon in Spetember that will raise money for the Leu-
kemia Society of America.

bracelet and remember why I'm here.”

Leukemiais a cancer that infects the body’s blood-forming tis-
sues like bone marrow and lymph nodes. Nearly a half million
Americans have the disease, and more than 20,000 diefromit each
year, according to the L eukemia Society of America.

Overdl surviva rates for leukemia have more than doubled in
the past 30 years, rising from 14 percent in 1960 to 40 percent to-
day.

Wood encouraged Guard members to place themselves on the
National Registry for Bone Marrow Transplants by contacting their
local branch of the Leukemia Society of America.

“1t’s an opportunity to save alife,” he said.

“It may not be someone you know, but it's a person that some-
body else knows and loves.”

For more information, call Wbod at extension 4501. |:|
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RETROSPECT

SUmMmer of '62 landsagtronaut in Louisville

KyANG commander

escorts ‘Gus’ Grissom
during city’s parade

Editor’s note: The Cargo Courier has not
published for the last two months because of
budget cuts. Thiscolumn originally was sched-
uled to runin June.

By Tech. Sgt. John R. Martin
123rd Airlift Wing Historian

The captivating images of Mars now being
transmitted to Earth by NASA'S latest inter-
galactic explorer have helped to focusrenewed
attention on the nation’s space program.

But on June 15, 1962, Louisville-arearesi-
dents needed no prompting to turn their
thoughts skyward.

The Space Race was in full swing, and one
of America swarriorsin that contest, Air Force
Capt. Virgil 1. “Gus’ Grissom, had just flown
into Louisville's Standiford Field.

Hundreds gathered at the airport to meet the
36-year-old Mitchell, Ind., native, including
Gov. Bert Combsand Col. Verne Yahne, com-
mander of the Kentucky Air Guard.

The astronaut, who shattered distance
records the previous year by traveling 118
miles in orbit, was whisked down Broadway
in a convertible for a parade before 10,000
cheering onlookers.

Grissom also was given an honorary cap-
taincy of the riverboat Avalon (now called the
Belle of Louisville) and presented with a cer-
tificate naming him an official Kentucky Colo-
nel.

Concerning the latter, Grissom joked that
“it is easier to get promoted in Kentucky than
in the Air Force.”

Yahne himself found June to be a month
conducive to promotions.

Six yearsearlier, on June 1, Yahne had been
selected as Base Detachment Commander, re-
placing the late Lt. Col. Lee J. Merkel, who
was killed in an airplane crash in January of
that year.

A former instructor at Lindsey-Wilson Jun-
ior College in Columbia, Ky., Yahne also was
slated to take over command of the 165th
Fighter-Interceptor Group.

One of the more famous events in our 50

years of servicewasthe deactivation ceremo-
niesthat took place on June 1, 1969, in front
of the old hanger.

After 17 months of deployments to Air
Force bases around the world, the KyANG
finally ended its active service precipitated
by The Pueblo Crisis of 1968.

During the deactivation, 37 medals were
presented to unit members. Dignitaries in
attendanceincluded Gov. LouisB. Nunnand
Brig. Gen. |.G. Brown of the National Guard
Bureau.

During this call-up, the wing accom-
plished 19,715 tactical flying hoursfrom
11,561 sorties.

It also processed 257,000 aerial recon-
naissance prints and developed 284,251
feet of film.

Trivia question: What was K entucky
native Lt. Gen. Simon B. Buckner’sclaim
to fame in the battle of Okinawa?

Find for the answer in the next edition
of The Cargo Courier.

KyANG historical archive

Astronaut Virgil I. “Gus” Grissom was the guest of honor for a parade
through downtown Louisville in 1962. Seated next to Grissom is former

KyANG commander Verne Yahne.
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FLIGHT PATH

‘Global attack’ essential toAir Forcefuture

Editor’s note: This is the second install-
ment in a series on the skills and values the
Air Force must possessto succeed in the next
half century.

From its early days as a separate service,
the Air Force has continually stretched its
combat arms as fast asits aircraft can fly.

Air Forceleadersreaffirmed global attack
as one of the service's core competenciesin
itsnew strategic vision, “ Global Engagement:
A Vision for the 21st Century Air Force.”

Theother Air Force core competenciesare
air and space superiority,

Meanwhile, she said, the Air Force will
use global attack asthe basisto maintain the
bomber and land-based ballistic missilelegs
of thetriad even asit prepares for any force
reductions.

TheAir Force will also keep its commit-
ment through global attack to support
nuclear requirements of theater command-
ers, said Air Force Chief of Staff Gen.
Ronald R. Fogleman.

“The Air Force is absolutely determined
to maintain its record of excellence as the
custodian of nuclear weapons by ensuring

globally, using both lethal and non-lethal
means, isvital to today’s national security
strategy of engagement and enlargement,”
he said.

The other aspect of global attack ispro-
viding expeditionary forceswith sustained
combat power.

The Air Force has developed and dem-
onstrated the concept of using a rapidly
deployableair expeditionary forcefromthe
United States.

This expeditionary force, Fogleman
said, can be tailored to meet the needs of

thejoint force commander,

rapid global mobility, preci-
sion engagement, informa-
tion superiority and agile
combat support.

One aspect of global at-
tack isthe ability of the Air
Force to use stateside bases
and forces to attack any-
where.

In the Cold War, Air
Force long-range bombers
and, later, intercontinental
ballistic missiles, shoul-
dered the nation’s primary
responsibility for deterring

tion.”

“Capabilities based in the
continental United States
will likely become the pri-
mary means for crisis re-
sponse and power projec-

—Gen. Ronald R. Fogleman,
Air Force Chief of Staff

both for lethal and non-le-
thal applications, and can
launch and be ready to
fight in less than three
days.

“We will develop new
ways to do mobility, force
deployment, protection,
and sustainability in sup-
port of the expeditionary
concept,” the chief of staff
said.

TheAir Forceisincreas-
ing the role of expedition-
ary forces to maintain its

nuclear war.

“ Although nuclear weap-
ons no longer play as central a role in
America’s national security strategy as they
did during the Cold War, we recognize the
dangers posed by the efforts of rogue states
and others to acquire them,” said Secretary
of the Air Force Sheila E. Widnall.

Shesaid theAir Forcewill sustainitswork
inthe nuclear areaand strengthen itsresponse
to the growing risk of proliferation.

Space Baitldab

Air Force News Service

FALCON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. —
A new erainwarfighting began here June 30
with the activation of the Space Battlelab, an
organization dedicated to innovative space
operations and concepts.

“The Space Battlelab will be developing
and examining new ways to make space an
integral part, not only of what our operational
warfightersdo, but our logi sticians, our com-

the safe and secure operation of those weap-
ons,” he said.

In addition, the general emphasized that
long-range attack forceshaveincreased their
conventional abilities and are able to “pro-
vide versatile, responsive combat power
able to intervene decisively when neces-
sary.”

“The ability of the Air Force to engage

global engagement capa-
bility.

But in the future, Fogleman said, “ca-
pabilities based inthe continental United
States will likely become the primary
means for crisisresponse and power pro-
jection.

“At thesame time, long-range air and
space-based assetsincreasingly fill there-
quirements of the global attack core com-
petency.”

hel ps guide core competencies

municators, our intelligence agencies and
eventually the American public at large,”
said Gen. Howell M. Estes 111, commander
of U.S. Air Force Space Command.

The post-Cold War environment has cre-
ated new realities for the military, said Col.
Jeff Wenzel, who commands the battl el ab.

“Technology ismoving faster than it ever
has before,” Wenzel said. “ We don’t know
if we're applying technology that our coun-
try devel opsto our warfighting the way that

we could or should.”

The military aso is having to fight in
nontraditional environmentslike Somalia,
Bosnia and Haiti, “so we need to be able
to change and do things differently,”
Wenzd said.

The SpaceBattlelab, hesaid, facilitates
such innovative approaches — a crucia
element to the Air Force's future success.
The battlelab is one of six designed to ad-
vance the service's core competencies.
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