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Ky. maintainers
shine in Egypt’s
Bright Star 1997

By Staff Sgt. Dale Greer
Cargo Courier Editor

The Kentucky Air Guard's maintenance
troops once again set the standard for combat
readinesswhen thewing completeditsroleina
recent Egyptian training exercise without miss-
ing asingle mission.

Kentucky aircrews flew more than 30 sor-
ties during the October deployment, providing
airlift servicesfor Bright Star 1997, a multina-
tional effort designed to test the readiness and

interoperability of U.S., Egyptian and coalition
forces.

The Kentucky unit’'s 100 percent mission-
readiness rate is virtually unheard of in the ac-
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tive duty force, said Senior Master Sgt. Mark ment to =gyp
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Members of the wing’s 123rd Aircraft Generation and Maintenance squad-
rons achieved a 100 percent aircraft readiness rate during their deploy-

Hall, who served as production superintendent
onthe deployment. For the Kentucky Air Guard,
however, it was business as usual .

“We never dropped a mission for anything
during the deployment,” Hall said. “1f wehad a
write-up for repairsto an aircraft, we were able
to fix it that night. That's a reflection of our
maintenance folks and the training that we un-
dergo on a day-to-day basis. Our aircraft are
constantly maintained in aready state.

“Whenyou’ rethat well-trained and that well-
prepared, you' re ready to go into these kinds of
scenarios at any time.”

The Bright Star scenario centered around a
mock war in the Egyptian desert near Cairo

Pyramid Power

West, where 90 Kentucky Guardsmen were
based Oct. 20-30.

They joined forces with more than 7,000 other troops repre-
senting England, France, Italy, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates
and every branch of the U.S. military.

TheKentucky Air Guard — which wasthe only Air Force com-
ponent to provide C-130s for the operation — deployed four air-
craft for resupply missions and paratrooper drops. The U.S. Ma
rine Corps contributed two C-130s for helicopter refueling, and a

British Hercules was used for heavy equipment drops.

Although the weather wasrelatively cool, the environment pre-
sented one unexpected nuisance for the 28 Kentucky maintainers
who deployed from the unit’s 123rd Aircraft Generation Squad-
ron and 123rd Maintenance Squadron: All repairs had to be ac-
complished on the tarmac amid a constant swirl of airborne sand.

See BRIGHT STAR on Page 5
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an aircraft mechanic.

tion Provide Promise.

Hall retiresafter
3 decadesin Air Guard

Chief Master Sgt. Frank Hall retired from the Kentucky Air National
Guard earlier this month after 34 years' service.

Hall, whose last duty assignment was maintenance supervisor for
the 123rd Aircraft Generation Squadron, enlisted in the unit in 1963 as

In the ensuing years, he repaired components on five different air-
frames, following the wing's progression from bombers to reconnais-
sance aircraft to cargo lifters.

Hall also spent a year and a half on active duty after Guardsmen
were called to federal service for the Pueblo Crisis of 1968-69.

More recently, he served in Bosnia-Herzegovina as part of Opera-

Col. Bill Leslie, 123rd Airlift Wing vice commander, presents
Y Chief Master Sgt. Frank Hall with the Air Force Meritorious
Staff Sgt. Mark Rmes/KyANG Service Medal during a retirement ceremony last month.

Club, Family Support Group
goonsoring Chrigmeas activities

By Staff Sgt. Dale Greer
Cargo Courier Editor

The Kentucky Air Guard’'s Thorough-
bred Club and Family Support Group are
sponsoring separate Christmas activities
this month to provide a double dose of
holiday cheer.

Santa Clausis schedul ed to make an ap-
pearancein the Thoroughbred Dining Hall
tomorrow from 2:30-4:30 p.m., courtesy
of the Family Support Group.

Cookies and surprises will be provided
for each child who visits, and parents may
take a photo of their child with Santa for
$1.

Proceedswill help fund family support ac-
tivities throughout the year, said group presi-
dent Tommie Duke.

Adultshaven't been left off Santa'slist this
year, either. The Thoroughbred Club will be
holding its annual Christmas Dance on base
Dec. 20.

Thisyear's dance will be held in the Fuel
Cell Hangar and features entertainment by
The Rustics.

Doors open at 8 p.m., and the music be-
ginsat 9 p.m.

Tickets cost $25 per couple or $15 each.
For more information, contact Master Sgt.
Teresa Adams at ext. 4467 or Senior Master
Sgt. Mike Mitro at ext. 4633.

1398 Drill Dates

January 10-11
February 7-8
March 7-8
April 4-5
May 16-17
June 6-7
July 11-12
August 15-16
September 12-13
October 3-4
November 7-8
December 5-6

Commander’.
Hotline—|

The 123rd Airlift Wing has
a Commander’sHotline
for comments, suggestions and concer ns.
On base, dial 4400, extension 8.
Off base, call (502) 364-9400, extension 8.
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F-22 Raptor
has maiden flight

The F-22 Raptor flew for
thefirst timeon Sept. 7 over
northern Georgia.

The F-22's chief test pilot
flew the aircraft from Dobbins
Air Reserve Basein Marietta,
Ga,, lifting off the runway at
140 knots.

It reached an altitude of
15,000 feet in lessthan three
minutes, then was put through
a seriesof power changesto
test aircraft handling charac-
teristics and engine perfor-
mance.

Midway through theflight,
the pilot climbed to 22,000 feet
and retracted the landing gear.
He then evaluated the
aircraft’s performancein a
“clean” configuration and flew
formation on an F-16 chase
aircraft to test precision
handling char acteristics.

TheF-22 program is
midway through its engineer-
ing and manufacturing
development phase.

Aviators post
strong safety
figures

The Department of Defense
has just completed one of its
safest flying yearson record
despite a cluster of unrelated
accidentsduring thefinal
weeks of the fiscal year.

Theaircraft major accident
rate was 1.5 accidents per
100,000 flying hours, which is
unchanged from the previous
two years.

Thenumber of major
aviation accidents was 68, the
lowest number sincethe
department began keeping
statisticsin 1958.

AIR FORCE NEWS

Pay information available
through new phonesarvice

Air Force News Service

DENVER — The Defense Finance and
Accounting Service recently unveiled
“PayCall,” an automated phone system
that gives pay information to Air Force
members.

PayCall began limited operationin Oc-
tober, when more than 18,000 callers di-
aled in to the system, and officials have
since expanded

was establishing a PIN. To improve the
service, the Denver center took several
stepsto clarify the process. The main ini-
tiative wasto change the promptsthat call-
ers used to establish a PIN.

“We found that some callers were hav-
ing problems because they didn’'t under-
stand the questions or skipped a prompt,”
said Army Col. Max Nuxoll, deputy mili-
tary pay director of the Denver branch.

“We think

the service to
cover al major (44
commands, in-
cluding the Na-

we've solved
that issue and
will be re-
viewing the

tional Guard Bu-
reau.
“Weareredly
excited about
being able to

We are really excited
about being able to
provide this service
to our customers.

user statistics
and surveysto
make sure.
“We are
putting alot of

provide this
front-line cus-
tomer serviceto
our military pay
customers,” said
Ron Swenka,

and Accounting Service

emphasis on
11 this system

—Ron Swenka, andhavededi-

. cated appro-
Defense Finance priate  re-

sources to
makeit work,”

military pay di-
rector of the fi-
nance and accounting service's Denver
branch.

“1 know they will find the new system
extremely useful.”

Information is available for all Air
Force active-duty, reserve and guard per-
sonnel, plus members who have recently
separated from the military.

Each first-time caller will need to an-
swer a series of questions to validate his
identity, after which a personal identifi-
cation number, or PIN, will be established.
The PIN must be used in all future tele-
phoneinquiries.

If acustomer forgetshisPIN, onlineas-
sistance will be availableto help reset the
PIN.

The Air Force member can also estab-
lish a second PIN to allow another per-
son, such as aspouse, to obtain pay infor-
mation.

Initially, the most common problem

Nuxoll added.

All eligible users can obtain the amount
of their last paychecks or final pay, have
W-2 forms reissued, and get federal and
state tax information.

Reserve and guard personnel can also
get tour dates, total debt amounts and de-
ductions from last pay.

“We're providing PayCall for our cus-
tomers so they have an alternate meansto
receive vital pay information,” Swenka
said.

All cals will be answered by an auto-
mated voi ce response system. The system
isnot staffed by customer service person-
nel, so customerswill not have an oppor-
tunity to speak person-to-person.

If any pay questions or problems arise,
the member must visit his servicing fi-
nance or pay office for assistance.

Accessto PayCall isavailable 24 hours
a day at (800) 755-7413 in the United
States or DSN 926-1281 overseas. |:|
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