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Combat controllers
hold classin desert

By Chief Master Sgt. Bill Smith
123rd Special Tactics Flight

For a combat controller, Egypt is pretty close to para-
dise. Yes, the desert can be unbearably hot, dry and deso-
late. But it'saso anideal training environment for special
tactics.

“Thewhole country isadrop zone,” said Staff Sgt. Bill
Sprake, a KyANG combat controller, immediately after
hitting theground at Gebel HamzaDrop Zoneinthe desert
southeast of Cairo.

Staff Sgt. |saac Guerrero agreed.

“There are no trees, bodies of water or buildings that
would interfere with any jump operations,” he said.

Sprake, who had just performed a static-line parachute
jump after a 14-hour flight from the United States, and
Guerrerowerejoinedin Egypt by theKentucky Air Guard's
Capt. Jeremy Shoop and Tech. Sgt. Jon Rosa for Opera-
tion Iron Cobra’99.

Theannual Joint Chiefs of Staff exerciseisdesigned to
familiarize Egyptian paratroopers with U.S. airborne op-
erations and procedures.

The 123rd Specia Tactics Flight's combat controllers
were deployed with 12 soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 5th
Specia Forces Group (Airborne) at Fort Campbell, Ky.,
from Oct. 30 to Nov. 18.

“We taught the Egyptians how to set up and operate a
drop zone at EnShas Air Base, their basic parachuting
school,” Rosasaid. “ This was the Egyptian equivaent of
Fort Benning, Ga.”

C-141sassigned to the 62nd Airlift Wing provided the
airlift necessary to acquaint the Egyptians with parachut-
ing, American-style.

“BoththeArmy and Air Forceprovided Airbornetrain-
ingtotheEgyptians,” Sprakesaid. “ Callectively wetaught
drop zone markings and control, jJumpmaster procedures,
actionsintheaircraft and post-jump tactica assembly pro-
cedures.”

Personnel from the 123rd STF were assigned to CENTAF but
wereoperationdly controlled by U.S. Specia OperationsCommand

Central whilein country.

“We worked with the U.S. Embassy, Cairo, to send and receive

T

Tech. Sgt. Jon Rosa/KyANG

Staff Sgt. Bill Sprake of the 123rd Special Tactics Flight clears a
U.S. C-141to drop Egyptian paratroopers at Alawaceq Drop Zone.

“This way we were kept in daily contact with al U.S. Specid
Operationsin theregion, giving usreal-time changesin tasking and
missions.”

The Egyptian army recently constructed awind tunnel at EnShas

daily situation reportsto the task force that was deployed in Qatar,”

said Shoop, who is commander of the 123rd STF.

Please see DESERT, Page 4






KyANG NEWS

Making strides

Kentucky Air Guard mem-
bers joined forces recently
at Seneca Park to help
raise money for breast
cancer research.

The volunteers participated
in the ‘Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer
Walk, which was spon-
sored by the American
Cancer Society and raised
more than $200,000 for
research.

‘Breast cancer affects
everyone,’ said Tech. Sgt.
Kathryn Copperwaite of the
123rd Medical Squadron. ‘|
don’t think there’'s anybody
who doesn’t know some-
one who’s had it.’

Lt. Gen. Davis to speak
at association conference

By 2nd Lt. Dale Greer
Wing Public Affairs Officer

Lt. Gen. Russeall Davis, chief of the National Guard Bureau, will
be the featured speaker Feb. 20 during the business session of the
National Guard Association of Kentucky’s annual conference.

Davis, who became the nation’s first black Air Guard genera
officer, assumed the top job in August after serving as the bureau’'s
vice chief for more than two years.

The career aviator will be joined at the session by Kentucky’s
adjutant general, Mgj. Gen. John R. “Russ’ Groves, who will de-
liver the annual State of the Guard address.

Conference activities begin Feb. 19 at Louisville's Galt House
East with the opening of hospitality suites and an exhibitors’ recep-
tion.

While the business session will be the highlight of the next day’s
activities, a variety of events have been planned throughout the
morning for guard members' spouses, including atour of Louisville
Stoneware.

The conference wraps up that evening with aformal military ban-
quet and a swing dance.

Advance registration is $35 per person or $65 per couple. The
cost after Feb. 12 will be $50 and $90, respectively.

For more information, contact the National Guard Association
of Kentucky at (800) 962-0150. [ ]

Farewd| and thank you

Maj. Gen. Grovesreceived notification Dec. 14 that
| have been selected asthe ANG Assistant to the
Director, Air National Guard, effective Feb. 1.

Obvioudly, | am excited about the assignment and
am honored to have been chosen.

| leave asyour Assistant Adjutant General for Air
with mixed feelings. This post has been the most
challenging in my career, but without a doubt it also
has been the most rewarding.

You, the men and women of the Kentucky Air
Guard, have repeatedly made me proud of the job you
do and the pride you exemplify.

Thanksto all of you for helping me to be successful
in mine.

It iswith your support and help that | wasableto
be selected for thisnew challenge.

| am grateful for all you do and all you have done.

Best wishes,

Vine BZarefld

Verna D. Fairchild
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FEATURE STORY

Tech. Sgt. Jon Rosa/KyANG

Staff Sgt. Isaac Guerrero/KyANG

ABOVE: Staff Sgt. Bill Sprake and
Tech Sgt. Jon Rosa control a desert
drop zone for Egyptian parachute
operations.

LEFT: Rosa pins a set of U.S. wings
on one of his Egyptian comrades at
the conclusion of training. In ex-
change, the sergeant received an
Egyptian Airborne insignia.

BOTTOM LEFT: Staff Sgt. Issac
Guerrero demonstrates U.S. drop
zone markings for the Egyptian stu-
dents. They also received instruction
on jumpmaster procedures before
participating in a joint insertion.

Ay

Tech. Sgt. Jon Rosa/KyANG

ABOVE: Egyptian troops hover in
the blast from a vertical wind tun-
nel.

BELOW: Kentucky combat control-
lers, including Rosa and Capt. Jer-
emy Shoop, were the first Ameri-
cans to train in the wind tunnel.

. Siaff Sgt.

Isaac Guerrero/KyANG

Continued from Page 4

jump with aforeign army and earn the para-
chute wings of the elite Egyptian Airborne.

On the drop zone were Maj. Gen.
Mohammed Felefel, commander of the
Egyptian Airborne troops; and Brig. Gen.
Ahmed Nasr, Chief of Staff for the Egyp-
tian Airborne.

Thejump went off without ahitch, and the
Egyptians were impressed with how accurate
the Americans' landings were.

“A ‘wing exchange' followed with Specia
Tactics troops pinning American jump wings

onthe Egyptian paratroopersand the Egyp-
tians awarding their gold-winged insignia
and certificates to the Americans.

“Thiswasthe most memorablejump of
my career,” Rosasaid. “ Asl exited theair-
craft and entered thedipstream, | could see
the Pyramidsand the Sphinx inthedistance
— itwassurredl.”

Rosaalso noted the value of the experi-
ence.

“The Egyptian Airborne troops were
highly professional, and we accomplished
alot of training.

“TheAirborneTraining Brigade contin-
ues to upgrade their equipment as they
maintain readinessin avery turbulent area
of theworld.”
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AIR FORCE NEWS

Hemp-based items banned

By Senior Master Sgt. Andrew Stanley
Air Force Press News

WASHINGTON — In the mid-1980s,
urinalysis testing became an effective
weapon in the Air Force war against drugs.
Now, the program that has produced a
healthy force of drug-free professionalsmay
be compromised by something actually be-
ing touted asabeneficial dietary supplement.

It's called hemp seed oil.

But some health-conscious Air Force
body builders and other hemp seed oil con-
sumers will now have to find alternatives.

TheAir Force has banned the use of hemp
seed oil products because they contain tet-
rahydrocannabinol, or THC, the psychoac-
tive ingredient of the marijuana plant.

In urinalysis testing, no distinction can
be made between a positive test because of
hemp oil ingestion and one caused by the
illegal use of marijuana

Such test results pose a real potential to
ruin careers.

Recent scientific studiesat several private
research firms and the Armed Forces Insti-
tute of Pathology show theingestion of prod-
ucts made with hemp seed il nearly always
produce positive urinalysis tests.

Most widely available over-the-counter
dietary supplementsand ahost of other prod-
ucts containing hemp seed and hemp seed
oil contain some level of THC.

Although tests show the level of THC
found in the commercia productsis not be-
lieved to be significant enough to produce a
psychoactive reaction in the body, the lev-
elsareindeed high enough to produce posi-
tive urinalysis results.

“In the interest of military readiness and
good order and discipline, active-duty, Re-
serve and Air National Guard members are

now prohibited from consuming any prod-
uctscontaining hemp seed ail,” said Lt. Col.
Greg Girard of the Air Force judge advo-
cate general’s office in the Pentagon.

Recently, a number of new hemp prod-
ucts have appeared on the shelves of many
health food stores accompanied by claims
they contain high concentrations of essen-
tial amino acids and fatty acids.

Girard wasquick to add that theAir Force
is not challenging such claims but rather
pointing out that their use by airmen “ effec-
tively interferes’ with the Air Force's abil-
ity to maintain a drug-free force.

“We don’t want people testing positive
and jeopardizing their careers because they
swallowed something they may have
thought was healthy and good for them,”
said Lt. Col. Peter Durand of the Air Force
Surgeon General’s Office.

As program manager for the Air Force
drug abuse prevention and treatment pro-
gram, Durand added that without the ban on
hemp products, drug users could hide their
crimes simply by claiming they ingested a
hemp-based dietary supplement.

Although it isillegal to grow marijuana
in the United States, it is perfectly legal to
import hemp products into the country.
Hemp oil ismost often used asasalad dress-
ing or as a dietary supplement in capsule
form.

It can also be found in many consumer
items ranging from cosmetics and soaps to
snack bars and other foods. Thereisevena
tofu substitute made with hemp ail.

“ Service members need not be concerned
that they are unwittingly ingesting hemp
productsin foods and drinks,” Durand said,
“because most of these productsare still ex-
pressly marketed and sold in health food
stores.”

Per diem changes
affect travel voucher
reimbursements

WASHINGTON (AFPN) —
Changesto per diem ratesfor
travel in the continental United
States affect how travelers
must file for reimbur sement of
charges.

Asof Jan. 1, lodging taxes
are a separ ately reimbur sable
travel expense from lodging
rates.

The change only appliesto
CONUS, which includesthe 48
contiguous states and the
District of Columbia.

Room taxes will only be
reimbursed if they arelisted
separately asa“reimbursable
expense’ item on thetravel
voucher.

Travelers choosing lodging
with a higher cost than the
local per diem ceiling must pay
for the excesslodging cost as
well asthetax on the excess
cost out of pocket.

Previoudly, local taxes were
not always reimbur sed because
some hotels set their room
rates at the precise amount the
gover nment will pay for a
night’slodging.

In such instances, the
government did not reimburse
the local taxestacked on at
check out.

In somelocales, taxesrun as
high as 13 percent for hotel
rooms.

Ryan cdlsfor extra$30 billion to sustain readiness

By Staff Sgt. Michael Dorsey
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — The Air Force chief
of staff told members of akey congressional
committee last month that the service needs
an additiona $5 billion annually for the next
six years to sustain an effective level of
readiness.

Gen. Michael E. Ryan told the House

Armed Services Committee on Jan. 20 that
the $30 billion increase to what President
Clinton has already agreed to will stabilize
the force by addressing the needs of the
people.

Increased pay, arevamped retirement sys-
tem and a reduction in the frantic pace of
operations are paramount to retention, he
said.

Ryan and the rest of the service chiefs

agreed that while monetary incentivesalone
won't fix the problem, they areamajor step
in the right direction.

In summation, Ryan told the committee
thebudget increaseis needed because readi-
ness is fragile and the indicators are not
good.

He cited stateside readiness, down 28

See RYAN, Page 8
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