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" Master Sgt. Terry Lutz/KyANG

Wing commander Col. Michael Harden receives the first of three initial Anthrax in-
oculations here Aug. 27 during deployment processing for Oman.

Wing making AEF higory
with itsOman deployment

By 2nd Lt. Dale Greer
Wing Public Affairs Officer

The Kentucky Air Guard will be making
history Sept. 27 when it begins deploying the
first of 175 wing members to Oman as part
of Aerospace Expeditionary Force-1.

AEF-1 will be the Air Force's first full-
blown test of the new Expeditionary Aero-
space Force concept, which is designed to
ease the crushing operati ons tempo of recent
years and help units better plan for upcom-
ing missions, said Maj. Greg Nelson, plans
officer for the 123rd Airlift Wing.

Before the EAF concept, units often were
hit with last-minute taskings to deploy for
contingency operations around the globe,
making scheduling difficult and overloading

limited resources.

Under the new EAF philosophy, the
Kentucky Air Guard will be required to
deploy its aviation package for 90 days
every 15 months, following a set time-
table.

Since the wing's deployed assets will
be integrated into a larger war-fighting
package — AEF-1, AEF-2 and so on —
the new approach will mean more inter-
mingling of active duty, Guard and Re-
serve forces, Nelson said.

“We used to pull these 90-day deploy-
ments like Joint Forge, where we would
hand off command and control every 90
days,” Nelson said.

See OMAN, Page 6

Farchild gets
Z2nd sar during
D.C. caremony

By Maj. Ralinda Gregor
KyANG Chief of Public Affairs

Brig. Gen. Verna D. Fairchild was pro-
moted to the rank of major general inthe Air
National Guard during aceremony Aug. 9 at
Bolling Air Force Base in Washington, D.C.

Theformer senior Kentucky Air Guard of -
ficer was selected to serve as assistant to the
director of the Air National Guard for base
operational support readiness.

She will be responsible for overseeing all
functionsthat support the Air National Guard
flying mission.

Gen. Fairchild made state and national his-
tory in 1994 when she became the Kentucky
Guard's first female genera officer, as well
as the first woman appointed assistant adju-
tant general for air in the United States.

Additionally, she holds the distinction of
being only the third femal e general officer in
the history of the Air National Guard.

See FAIRCHILD, Back Page

National Guard Bureau

Kentucky's adjutant general, Maj. Gen.
John R.“Russ” Groves, congratulates Maj.
Gen. Verna Fairchild as Maj. Gen. Paul
Weaver, Director of the Air National Guard,
presents the new rank during a promotion
ceremony in Washington, D.C.
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Air check

Master Sgts. Tim Atwell and
Steve Hatfield of the KyANG
First Sergeants’ Council display
a“largish” $1,000 donation to
the WHAS Crusade for Children
in June.

The money, raised from pro-
ceeds of the KyANG Bean Soup
Feast, will benefit charities
throughout the greater-Louis-
ville area.

Photo by Airman 1st Class
Aleica Dennison/KyANG

Wing members
walking to benefit
cancer research

Members of the 123rd Airlift
Wing will be participating in a 5k
walk-a-thon Oct. 17 to benefit
breast cancer research.

Theevent, “Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer,” will be
held along L ouisville’'s Water front
Park and is sponsored by the
American Cancer Society.

M orethan 43,700 Americans
diefrom breast cancer annually.

Guard memberswho wish to
participate may split one UTA
period to attend.

For moreinformation, call
Master Sgt. Laura Crowder at ext.
4413.[ |

CORRECTION

Master Sgt. Jeff Bishop was
incorrectly identified in a photo
caption in theApril 10 edition of
the Cargo Courier. Bishop, who
was shown meeting Secretary of
theAir Force F. Whitten Peters, is
aloadmaster in the 165th Airlift
Squadron.

New policy meansno drill pay
for someairmen with bad teeth

By Staff Sgt. Amy Carr
Cargo Courier Assistant Editor

A new dental policy could mean no drill
pay for some airmen with bad teeth, medi-
cal officials say.

Under the policy, which was mandated by
the National Guard Bureau, unit members
with severe dental conditions will be re-
quired to have their teeth repaired before
they can attend drill or mobilize for active
duty.

A severe dental condition isonethat pro-
duces pain and could adversely affect mis-
sion accomplishment, said Maj. Ralph
Matacale, a dentist with the 123rd Medica
Squadron.

“Each Kentucky Air Guard member has
a duty to maintain their dental health,”
Matacale said.

“There is an increasing demand to pro-
vide worl dwide depl oyable airmen, support-
ing theincreased Air National Guard opera-
tions tempo on short notice.

“The dental service hasaduty to provide
meaningful readiness data to those in com-
mand so that deployed missions may func-
tion with minimal disruption due to dental
dysfunction.”

Under the new policy, guard memberswith
severe dental conditionswill be given an av-
erage of 30 days to have the problem cor-
rected, Matacale said.

“If thecritical treatment has not been com-
pleted, then the guardsman will be denied the
opportunity todrill until thetreatment iscom-
pleted,” he explained.

The new policy aso applies to individu-
alswho are overdue for dental exams to de-
termine their worldwide deployablity status.

In order to assist Guard memberswith ob-
taining regular dental care, the Department
of Defense has established the TRICARE Se-
lected Reserve Dental Program.

The program which is subsidized by the
DoD and administered by Humana Military
Health Care Services Inc., provides basic
dental carefor lessthan $5 amonth, Matacale
said.

Theinsurance pays for 100 percent of the
cost for preventative services like semi-an-
nual cleanings and 80 percent of the cost for
restorative services like fillings.

More information on the TRICARE Se-
lected Reserve Dental Program is available
in the base Dental Clinic, or you can visit
Humana on the Internet at http://humana-
military.com.
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Airman 1st Class Aleica Dennison/KyANG

ABOVE: Activities included a coloring con-
test, as well as carnival games and C-130
tours.

Master Sgt. Charles Simpson/KyANG

ABOVE: Ashley Long, daughter of Tech. Sgt. Tony Long of the 123rd
Civil Engineer Squadron, tries her acrobatic skills in this inflatable

castle.

BELOW: Food and fellowship were the order of the day in the Fuel

Cell Hangar.

Airman 1st Class Aleica Dennison/KyANG
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Alrlift facing difficult future

U.S. assets can not
support 2 simultaneous
major-theater wars

By Staff Sgt. Michael Dorsey
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — Supporting airlift
operations the magnitude of the Kosovo
conflict could cause problemsin the future,
saysthe Air Force chief of staff.

“From an airlift standpoint, on a day-to-
day basis we have sufficient airlift. But
where airlift becomes very, very important
isin operations such as this last one and in
major theater wars,” Gen. Michael E. Ryan
said to 25 reporters during arecent Defense
Writers' Group breakfast in Washington.

“We are not atwo-major theater war Air
Forceinalot of areas,” he said.

“One of them is in airlift. For planning
purposes, one of the reasons why we have
90 days between the two magjor regional con-
tingencies is to be able to swing the airlift
fleet from one theater to the other, because
it's primarily a one-theater airlift force.”

As of Aug. 23, cargo and refueling air-
craft had flown 3,163 missions in support
of Operation Allied Force.

Despitefighter and bomber missionsend-
ing after the NATO-supported air campaign
ceased, airlift continuesto move peopleand
equipment during the redeployment phase.

“1 don’t think we can afford to have a
two-major theater war airlift force simulta-
neously,” the general added.

“That would drive the numbers com-
pletely out of thereality realm. But we need
to continueto modernize our airlift fleet and
that's what we're working on very hard in
our budgets.”

With the C-141 Starlifter, long consid-
ered the workhorse of the heavy-transport
fleet, closing out its career and giving way
to the emerging C-17 Globemaster, the
Starlifter's fading role signifies the
Globemaster’s succession as the flagship of
airlift evolution.

The current fleet carried the burden of
missions with 1,217 during Allied Force.

Part of the moderni zation effort for heavy
transportsincludesfurther production of the
C-17.

“Asyou know, wewere going to buy out

the C-17s at 120; then we added another 14
last year,” Ryan said.

“We also want to ‘re-avionic’ and re-en-
gine the C-5s because they are very, very
important to large, oversized cargo capabil-
ity.”

After the heavily tasked C-17 and KC-
135 comes the C-5 Galaxy in total number
of missions, just ahead of the C-130.

The general said he wants to continue
modernizing the various versions of the C-
130tactical airlift fleet into aC-130Jand C-
130X fleet.

This effort will eliminate the 21 different
C-130 configurationsin the Air Force.

“For the most part, these large airplanes,
except for the C-141 which will be coming
out of theinventory, arein pretty good shape
asfar asthe box and the wings — the struc-
ture of the airplane — are concerned,” he
said.

“Duetotheir age and timethey were built,
efforts are being made to upgrade the avion-
ics and engine areas of the airframes.”

Ryan said humanitarian airlift did not
cease even when the Air Force deployed its
aircraft fighting forcesto the Balkansin sup-
port of the air strikes.

Pointing out that airlift forces were taxed
in Europe because the air strike escalated to
the level of amajor theater war, he stressed
that getting lighter and leaner remains the
way of the future.

“We can't take the shower and the kitchen
sink and everything else when we go for-
ward,” Ryansaid. “Wehavetodothisalittle
bit lighter.”

The question facing the Air Forceis how
it arrives at its desired airlift strategy, the
general said.

“Should we take 30 days worth of sup-
plies when we go forward with a squadron,
or should we take seven and then depend on
rapid airlift to backfill?\We' re going through
those kinds of operations,” he said.

In the meantime, airlift remains an inte-
gral part of the Air Force into the future. A
mobility aerospace expeditionary force is
planned to support the AEF under the expe-
ditionary aerospace force concept when it
becomesreality Oct. 1.

The mobility AEF, led by an airlift or re-
fueling wing commander, will handle hu-
manitarian missions as well as combat situ-
ationsthat bomber and fighter unitsonly sup-
port.

Savice begins
Aerogpace Basc
coursefor officers

Air ForcePrint News

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE,
Ala. — The Air Force launched its
Aerospace Basic Course here Aug.
9 with an inaugural class of about
300 junior officers.

The four-week course is now the
first stepin Air Force officer profes-
sional military education. As such,
it isthefirst rung in a continuum of
education that includes Squadron
Officer School, Air Command and
Staff College and Air War College.

Previoudly, thefirst formal PME
for officerswas SOS, which captains
usualy attend between their fourth
and seventh years of commissioned
service.

According to the commander of
Air Education and Training Com-
mand, some members of today’sAir
Force havelost sight of what it means
to be “airmen.”

“The Aerospace Basic Course
was created to regainit by providing
an experience common to all air-
men,” said Gen. Lloyd W. “Fig”
Newton. “This course will bring all
of our newly commissioned officers
together and create a common base
of understanding of how all the ele-
ments of our force fit together.

“Thiscoursewas designed to pro-
vide a common frame of reference
for understanding and employing
aerospace forces.”

Lt. Gen. Lance W. Lord, Air Uni-
versity commander, said ABC will
be avaluable tool in helping the Air
Force's future leaders get a strong
start on becoming “ absolute masters
of the profession of arms and, spe-
cifically, aerospace power.”

He said that such mastery is es-
pecidly vital intoday’s"information
age.”

The concept for ABC was char-
tered in 1996 by Air Force senior
leaders. By 2002, about 5,000 stu-
dentsare expected to attend annually.
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