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L ocal minigers
vigt Guard base
to seeoperations

By Staff Sgt. Amy Carr
Cargo Courier Assistant Editor

Asthe C-130 | eft the runway, the group of min-
isters prepared for a bumpy ride. Father John
Cusack sat quietly, fiddling with his seat belt.

This plane, he said, obviously wasn’'t built for
tourists.

“It’sso loud you can hardly talk, and you really
can't see that much,” he said. “It certainly wasn’t
built with abay window.”

Cusack, aCatholic priest from Congregation of
the Passionist in Louisville, was one of 15 area
ministers who visited the Kentucky Air Guard on
Oct. 16 as part of Clergy Appreciation Day.

For the first time, Guardmembers were given
the opportunity to invite their ministers here for
an orientation flight and briefings so they could
gain abetter understanding of the Air Guard.

Although Father Cusack hasworked with mili-
tary unitsthroughout his career, he said that spend-
ing the day on base made him more familiar with
the unit’s mission.

Lida Bain, a minister from Tabernacle of Wor-
ship Church in Guston, Ky., agreed.

“1 now have a greater respect for the men and
women here and all that they do,” she said. “So
much goesinto thisthat we didn’t even recognize.”

Such an understanding isimportant, said Lt. Cal.
Tom Curry, chief chaplain of the 123rd Airlift
Wing, becauseit helps ministers better addressthe
unique spiritual needs of parishioners who wear
the uniform and must frequently spend time away
from home.

It also letsthe ministersknow how crucial their
support is, because a spiritually healthy
Guardmember can only boost mission effective-
ness, he said.

“If our Guardmembers are strong, our Guard is
strong, and when are Guard is strong, our military

See CLERGY, Back Page

ABOVE: Pastor Richard Martin of South
Jefferson Christian Church examines the
flight deck of a C-130 during Clergy
Appreciation Day.

LEFT: Father John Cusack, a priest at
Louisville’'s Congregation of the
Passionist, views the city from above
during a C-130 orientation flight.

BELOW: Pastor Willie Hunter of Newburg
Apostolic Church samples the dining
facility’s fare with Chaplain Tom Curry.
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ABOVE: The 123rd Airlift Wing marks the transfer of leadership from
Col. Michael Harden to Col. Bill Leslie during a change of command
ceremony held Oct. 17 on the base flightline.

LEFT: Leslie, center, officially assumes command after accepting the
wing’s guidon from Col. Richard Ash, assistant adjutant general for air,
‘ while Harden looks on.

ABOVE: The ceremony included comments by Maj. Gen. John R. Groves
Jr., Kentucky’s adjutant general.

Promotions & honors in the Kentucky Air Guard —--—--—

The following individuals have been
promoted to the rank indicated as
members of the Kentucky Air Guard:

MAJOR (0-4)

*Nicholas Coleman,
165th Airlift Sq.
*Peter Lazzari,
165th Airlift Sq.
*Frederick Mildenburger
165th Airlift Sq.
*Timothy Moore,
123rd Operations Support Flt.

«Jeremy Shoop,
123rd Special Tactics Flt.

The following members of the
Kentucky Air National Guard have
distinguished themselves through
exceptional performance:

eAirman 1st Class Larry Burba Jr.,
123rd Aircraft Generation Sq_.;
Commander’s Top Graduate Award,
Aircraft Maintenance Technical School
Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas

eAirman 1st Class Jason Craig,
123rd Aircraft Generation Sq.;
Honor Graduate,
Basic Military Training School
Lackland Air Force Base, Texas

«James Bishop,
123rd Logistics Sq.;
Distinguished Graduate,
Air National Guard
Academy of Military Science
McGhee-Tyson
Air National Guard Base, Tenn.
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NGB NEWS

National Guard unitsready torespond toY2K

Mobilization not likely
for ‘milennium bug’

By Army Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau Public Affairs

BOISE, Idaho — Maureen Lischke has
a high degree of confidence that the lights
won't go out in Georgia— or New York or
California— when clocks acrossthe United
States ring in the year 2000 on New Year's
Eve.

Astheindividual in Washington who has
spent nearly two years overseeing the Na-
tional Guard's preparations for Y 2K com-
pliance and emergencies, she is confident
that America' s Guard memberswill beready,
as always, to support the country on Jan. 1
and into the 21st century.

“We will be as ready as we always are,”
Lischke said during an October training
workshop in Boise, Idaho, for 300 National
Guard public affairs people.

The Y2K syndrome refers to potential
problems with electronic and computer sys-
tems because some date-sensitive devices
may not be able to compute 2000.

It stems from the decades-old practice of
using two digits of computer code, such as
98, rather than four, such as 1998, to repre-
sent each year.

All of the National Guard’s mission-criti-
cal systems — from powering airplanes to
preparing payrolls — have been tested and
will keep onworking in 2000 rather than shut
down asif it were 1900, Lischke said.

She began dealing with the issue in Feb-
ruary 1998 in her capacity as the National
Guard Bureau's chief information officer.

“We've also fixed most of our non-mis-
sion critical systemsand eliminated systems

we don’t need,” Lischke added.

The Guard's high-frequency radio net-
work, based in Arlington, Va., isaso up to
snuff, a September weekend test revealed,
so National Guard Bureau leaders can talk
to adjutants general and commandersin the
54 states and territories if other communi-
cations systems, including the Internet, go
down.

Being ready, Lischke said, doesnot mean
declaring martial law, becausethat isnot the
National Guard’s mandate.

“The Guard isnot mobilizing for the New
Year’sweekend,” she said. “We're not pan-

The Guard is not
mobilizing for the
New Year’'s weekend.
We're not panicking.
We’re not coming in

and taking over.
1

—Maureen Lischke,
NGB Information Officer

icking. We're not coming in and taking
over.”

Indeed, some public affairs people main-
tained that most National Guard members
who will be on duty New Year's Eve may
be more concerned with helping civil au-
thorities deal with unruly revelers in such
places as brightly-lit Las Vegas than with
directing traffic and collaring vandals in
blacked-out cities.

Sixteen states will have some Guard

troops on standby in case they are needed,
Lischke explained, while Arkansas and the
District of Columbia Army Guard are the
only two forcesthat will be conducting rou-
tine training weekends.

D.C. Mayor Anthony Williams has asked
the Guard to help police with crowd control
during that city’shuge celebration toring in
the 21st century, Lischke explained.

“For the other states, it will be business
asusua,” she added.

She predicted the turn of the century
would be anormal, festive New Year’s Day
for most Americans.

Infact, curiosity about evening-long cel-
ebrations in such places as Boston and Los
Angelesseemsto have replaced the concerns
about possible Y2K emergencies that
gripped the country ayear ago.

Furthermore, USA Today reported in late
October that many companies are planning
office partiesand extrapay for workerswho
haveto beonthejob New Year'sEvein case
of Y2K computer glitches.

“The public seems to have become com-
fortable with Y2K,” she said. “That’s the
good news. The bad newsisthat some com-
panies may have stopped testing for al con-
tingencies.”

She also acknowledged that it is difficult
to keep running tests without alarming the
public, which has been repeatedly told that
bank machines and power plants will keep
on humming.

“Don’t take your money out of the bank.
Stock up on batteriesfor flashlightsand sev-
eral daysworth of food, and keep alittle ex-
tramoney on hand, asif you were planning
for ahurricane or an ice storm,” she said.

That, Lischke said, should be enough to
carry Americansthrough any Y 2K emergen-
cies during the holiday weekend.

ANG senior NCOsdligiblefor overseasliaison duties

By 2nd Lt. Dale Greer
Wing Public Affairs Officer

Air Guard NCOs in the grades of E-7 to E-9 are dligible to par-

ticipate in overseas military liaison teams.

MLTsinteract with senior military officersin countriesthat have
had little contact with the U.S. armed forces, like Albania, Georgia

and Ukraine.

Host country language skills are desirable but not mandatory for

the tours, which last 179 days.

The program offersreserve-component NCOs aval uable oppor-
tunity to gain experiencein joint-service operations, said Ma. Mike
Toder of the Air Force Personnel Center.

Applicants must be recommended by their commanders and

possess exceptional maturity, flexibility and interpersonal skills.

To apply, contact NGB/ZIA, 4501 Ford Ave., Park Center |V,
Suite 300, Alexandria, Va. 22302; or call the National Guard Bu-

reau at DSN 278-7128 or 278-7100.

More information is available on the Web at www.eucom.mil/

programg/jctp/jctpmits.htm.
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PB tabletscan't
beruled out
ascausxe of Illness

By Douglas J. Gillert
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Anti-nerve
agent pills given to troops during
the Gulf War cannot be ruled out as
apossible cause for some of the
illnesses veterans have reported.

New concerns about
pyridostigmine bromide, an
investigational drug administered
to service members deployed for
the Gulf War, areraised in aRAND
study released by the Pentagon on
Oct. 19.

Pyridostigmine bromide, or PB,
was given the troops because it's
the only medication available to
protect humans against soman, a
deadly nerve agent known to be
present in the Gulf region.

The information isinconclusive,
however, and will require further
study, officials said.

According to RAND, conditions
such as heat and stress — health
factors during Desert Storm — may
cause the brain to absorb larger
amounts of PB. This, in turn, may
lead to PB affecting acetylcholine,
anerve-signaling chemical that
regulates sleep, pain, mood, muscle
function and thinking.

The Pentagon administered PB
to troops even though the drug was
not fully licensed by the Food and
Drug Administration.

Therisks of soman were
considered greater than the possible
health risks of the drug, said Dr.
Sue Bailey, assistant secretary of
defense for health affairs.

“This department is focused on
providing the best possible protec-
tion against those deadly weapons,”
Bailey said. “In this case,
pyridostigmine bromide was the
best protection available.”

The Defense Department has
contracted for nearly $20 million in
additional research on PB.

AIR FORCE NEWS

Defensebill authorizesraise

Spending plan hailed
for its ‘historic’ gains
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — President Bill Clinton
signed thefiscal 2000 National Defense Au-
thorization Act Oct. 5, clearing the way for
the most comprehensive compensation pack-
age ever put together for members of the
armed forces.

“This bill is historic in the compensation
gains for our airmen in the areas of reten-
tion, health care and quality of life,” said
Brig. Gen. John F. Regni, personnel re-
sources director, Air Force deputy chief of
staff for personnel.

Highlights of the bill include

« Restoration of the pre-1986 military re-
tirement plan. Service memberswho entered
the armed forces on Aug. 1, 1986 or later,
and were affected by the Military Retirement
Reform Act of 1986 (commonly referred to
as Redux), now have a choice.

They can either enroll in the old plan (re-
ceiving 50 percent of basic pay with full in-
flation protection) or remain under the
MRRA plan (which offersa40 percent mul-
tiplier and reduced inflation protection).

* A 4.8 percent across-the-board pay raise,
effective Jan. 1.

Thebill also providesfor aone-timere-
form of the DOD pay table, which provides
targeted pay increasesfor about 82 percent
of enlisted and about 57 percent of offic-
ers. It takes effect July 1.

The reform eliminates pay inconsisten-
cies and offers more incentivesfor promo-
tion by providing greater pay increasesfor
rank advancement.

» A provision to require military pay
raisesfrom fiscal 2001 through fiscal 2006
to be 0.5 percent above the employment
cost index. This will help narrow the gap
between military and private-sector pay.

» The waiver of TRICARE deductibles
for familiesof National Guard and Reserve
members called to active duty for lessthan
one year.

» The expansion of dental benefits for
members of the Ready Reserve.

“Thisact isthe best compensation pack-
age we have seen in decades, not only for
our active-duty members, but also for our
entire Air Force family,” Regni said.

“It returns us to the 50-percent-at-20-
yearsretirement system, provides our larg-
est pay raise in 18 years, and for the next
six years provides for pay raises above
raisesin the private sector.

“This puts uswell on the road to restor-
ing the compensation and benefits package
our airmen deserve,” the general said.

Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — Air Force men
and women are performing “great
work,” but the Air Force chief of staff
cautionsthat low funding, low retention
and high operations tempo are taking a
toll.

Gen. Michael E. Ryan, speaking be-
fore the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee Oct. 26 on the military’s readi-
ness posture, said the pay and compen-
sation package signed into law last
month was a big step toward reversing
the downward spiral in retention and
recruiting.

But more work remains to be done.

“Several years of sustained high op-
erations tempo and reduced funding in

Ryan: Readiness il aconcern

real terms have contributed to the slow,
steady decline in our readiness,” he told
the Senate.

Heexpressed the belief that the decline
will level off once the fisca 1999 and
2000 budget initiatives take effect.

Ryan addresses the Senate.
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