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Fire fight

Maj. John Cassel III/KyANG
Firefighters from the Kentucky Air Guard’s 123rd Civil Engineering Squad-
ron battle a blaze at a training facility in Lexington recently. See story and
additional photos on Page 6.

Dry selected astop firg shirt

By Staff Sgt. David |. Tors
Cargo Courier Staff Writer

noted that “Master Sgt. Dry just seemed
to stand out a little above his competi-
tion.”

Dry was first shirt for three years at
the 205th, but he recently turned over the

Master Sgt. Victor Dry of the 205th Com-
bat Communi cations Squadron hasbeen se-

lected asthe First Sergeant of the reigns to Tech. Sgt. Doug
Year for the Kentucky Air Na- Briscoe, whoisthe unit’'scur-
tional Guard. rent first sergeant.

Dry, who joined the KyANG
in 1991 and has been with the
205th ever since, said he was
honored to receive the award
because of the caliber of NCOs
who were nominated.

Dry served on active duty
from 1982 to 1985 at RAF
Bentwatersin England, where
he serviced A-10s as an elec-
tronic countermeasurestroop.

From 1985 to 1989, he

“1 was honestly shocked when served as a maintainer at the
| heard | had won,” Dry said. DRY Atlantic Command Defense
“The competition was stiff.” Analysis Center in Virginia

Chief Master Sgt. David Orange, the Beach, Va
wing'scommand chief master sergeant, said Dry currently is pursuing associate’'s
it was difficult to select a winner, but he degreesin electronics and business.

Visatrave cad
now mandatory
for expenditures

By Staff Sgt. Cynthia Miller
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — Under anew DaoD policy
that took effect Wednesday, military members
must now pay for most authorized travel ex-
penses with the government Visatravel card.

The policy, which wasissued in response to
the Travel and Transportation Reform Act of
1998, bars military members from using per-
sonal credit cards for authorized expenses, ex-
cept under certain circumstances.

Military membersare required to use the gov-
ernment travel card for hotel costs, car rentals
and air travel.

“These services were selected because all
major airlines, hotels and car rental companies
will accept the government travel card,” said
Michael Weber, card coordinator for the Air
Force.

It may, however, be difficult to use the card
at smaller merchant stores.

“For that reason, card useis not required for
such expenses asrestaurant mealsand other mis-
cellaneous incidental items,” he said.

The government gets a rebate based on the
amount of charges against the card, Weber ex-
plained.

“That rebateis used by (the Government Ser-
vices Agency) for manning the program,” he
said, “and the (Air Force portion) of the rebate
is given back to each major command to be put
initstravel budget.”

Despite the convenience of using the gov-
ernment Visacard, itsmandatory use has evoked
some criticism.

Questions have been asked about the charg-
ing of interest rates on overdue balances, espe-
cially on long deployments.

“By contract, the bank can’t charge interest

See VISA, Page 5






KyANG NEWS

Top teacher

Dan Wells, Air Force Association state president, joins Col. Bill Leslie, com-
mander of the 123rd Airlift Wing, in presenting a $500 prize to local high school
teacher Dewey Beadle during the AFA’s awards program in November. Beadle,
aphysics instructor at Louisville’s Seneca High School, was named AFA Teacher
of the Year for the Great Lakes Region.

Photo courtesy Danielle Fields

STF supportshigoric Red Flag

By Maj. Jeremy J.C. Shoop
123rd Special Tactics Flight Commander

Two combat controllers from the 123rd
Special Tactics Flight participated in a his-
toric event recently — thefirst Red Flag ex-
ercise to feature Russian MiG-29 Fulcrum
j€ets.

Master Sgt. Bob VanAssen and Tech. Sgt.
Jon Rosawere among more than 2000 people
who participated in the annual Air Force ex-
ercise, held Oct. 23 through Nov. 5 at Nellis
Air Force Base, Nev.

The MiGs, which were flown by the Ger-
man air force, were joined by more than 100
other aircraft.

Red Flag is designed to provide aircrews
fromthe United Statesand allied nationswith
superior combat training and to challengethe
most experienced pilot.

“Blue Forces” — the good guys — fight
“Red Forces’ inamock air war.

The 123rd STF controllers were tasked
with operating drop zones and landing zones
insupport of friendly tactical airlift. Theland-
ing and drop zones were al located in the
desert about 200 miles northwest of Las Ve
gas.
“It took me awhileto get used to MiG 29s

flying overhead,” VanAssensaid. “Youjust
don't see that on adaily basis.”

As American and British C-17s and C-
130sdeliveredtheir cargo to thedrop zones,
MiGswould often enter nearby airspace to
attempt a shootdown.

“We would seethe MiG 29s up high, be-
hind the inbound aircraft,” Rosa recalled.
“At that point we would warn them to take
evasive action.”

Historically, Red Forceteamshaveflown
U.S. or dlied air force jets against the de-
fending Blue Force.

Thistime, however, the MiG 29s added
realismto an already thrilling exercise, Rosa
said.

Due to its maneuvering capabilities, the
MiG-29 is considered by many to be one of
the best fightersin the air today.

Rosa saw four MiGs engage four F-15s
and came away impressed, but he noted that
the F-15 pilots seemed to have more sophis-
ticated tactics.

“It appeared as though the F-15s were
getting the best of the MiGs” he said.

All the landing and drop zones operated
by the 123rd STF were successful, and a
very realistic training scenario finished with
historic overtones, VanAssen said.

Cargo Courier
again named
best paper in Guard

The Cargo Courier hasagain
been named the best newspaper of
itskind in the National Guard,
earning first place last month in
the NGB’s 1999 M edia Contest.

“Asalways, credit goesto a lot of
hard-working people like Staff
Sgts. Amy Carr and Dave Tors and
the outstanding photography of
Master Sgt. Charlie Simpson, Tech.
Sgt. Mark Rinesand Senior
Airman Aleica Dennison,” said 2nd
Lt. Dale Greer, wing public affairs
officer.

Thewing also claimed three
writing honors. Greer received first
place for news stories and commen-
tary, and he was runner-up for
Journalist of the Year.

The Cargo Courier tied for first
placein the 1996 NGB competition
and won first placein the 1997 Air
Force M edia Contest.

Airmen of Year
banquet tonight

The Kentucky Air Guard’s 2000
Airmen of the Year Banquet will be
held at 6 tonight at L ouisville's
Woodhaven Country Club.

Chief Master Sgt. Gary Broad-
bent, command chief master
sergeant of the ANG, is scheduled
to be the guest speaker.

For tickets, contact Chief Master
Sgt. David Orange at ext. 4444.

EANGUS to hold
Florida golf tourney

The Enlisted Association of the
National Guard U.S. is sponsoring
a golf tournament July 12-15in
Sarasota, Fla.

Thetourney isopen to all
EANGUS members, but registra-
tion islimited to thefirst 288
applicants. Thefeeis $100.

For moreinformation, contact
Bob Denton via e-mail at
dentonre@gte.net.
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Chaplain Von Almen continuesfamily’scalling

By Staff Sgt. Amy Carr
Cargo Courier Assistant Editor

Following in his father’s footsteps was the last thing John Von
Almen had planned. After completing a degree in zoology at the
University of Georgia, the 123rd Airlift Wing's newest chaplain
began working in a botanical research lab.

But ayear and half later, Von Almen decided he was too much of
a“people” person for the scientific research field. Deep down, he
knew the ministry was where his heart |ay.

After attending Lexington Theological Seminary and becoming
a civilian minister, Von Almen decided he shared another calling
with his father — becoming amilitary chaplain.

“| becameinterested in military chaplaincy because my dad was
a Nava Reserve chaplain,” said Von Almen, who is now a first
lieutenant.

After receiving arecruiting flyer in the mail and pursuing it, he
eventually found an opening in the 123rd Airlift Wing, which he
joined in July.

“Being raised in a military reserve family, | have aways had a
lot of respect for the men and women who are serving and wearing
the uniform of our country,” the 36-year-old Macon, Ga., native
said. “I think they are doing one the most important and hardest
jobs conceivable.

“1 like the people out here, and that’s been one of things | have
really enjoyed. It is one of the best part-time jobsin the world, and
asachaplainit isvery fulfilling work.

“1 am not here so much for the military as| am the people who
are serving in it. Chaplains are here to enable people to express
their religious beliefs and practice their faith.

“1 am here to listen to problems, offer a shoulder to cry on if
necessary or avoice to help people work out their spiritual needs.”

By all accounts, it looks as if Von Almen has made the right
decision.

“Hereally is a ‘people’ guy, and it shows,” said Lt. Col. Tom
Curry, the 123rd Airlift Wing's chief chaplain.

“We are delighted that heis on board and feel like heisdoing a
great job and is adjusting to us well.

“It iseasy for usto adjust to him because he has such a pleasant
character. He has already had several counseling sessions where
peopl e have sought him out, and that’s agood sign that heisbegin-
ning tofitin. I’ ve also received good comments on his preaching.”

.o . Wi
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S
Master Sgt. Charles Simpson/KyANG

Chaplain Von Almen’s sermons include liberal doses of humor
and real-life examples to make their points.

Hissermons get to the point, Curry said, by mixing in humor and
using illustrations gained from experience in his church.

As pastor of the Simpsonville Christian Church, much of his ci-
vilian training and skills carry over to the Guard.

“His personal pastoral experience shows, and so the transition
out hereis much, much easier.”

Continued from Front Page
on overdue baances,” Weber said. “That's
why we don’t cal it acredit card — it'sa
travel card. With acredit card, if youdon't
pay your balance, interest automatically ac-
crues. Thetravel card doesn’t have that.”
Base finance offices have two ways of
handling reimbursements for those de-
ployed more than 60 days. They can either

issue an advancefor the entire amount en-
titled for that deployment, or they can send
a monthly entitlement to the deployed
member’s checking account, making the
money available to pay off the travel
card’s balance.

Weber cautioned that each member is
responsible for ensuring his or her bill is
paid in atimely manner. Failure to do so
can affect credit ratings.

Other concerns regarding use of the
card center around privacy issues.

“Bank of America, by contract, is not
allowed to use any personal financia data
except to administer the contract,” Weber
said. “The bank does not inform the Air
Force of an individual’s financial credit
record.”

Although use of thetravel card is man-
datory, punitive actions for those who fail
to use it remain at the unit commander’s
discretion. Peoplewho are exempt from us-
ing the card include basic trainees and air-
men attending technical school.
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Service eliminates
requirement for
random weigh-ins

WASHINGTON (AFPN) —
Air Forceunitsare no longer
required to conduct monthly,
random weigh-ins.

According toAir Force
per sonnel officials, command-
erssaid the requirement to
conduct random weight checks
took valuable time away from
duty sectionsand required too
much administrative support.

Commanders may still use
their discretion to weigh
individuals who appear to bein
excess of their maximum
allowable weights, and they
remain responsible for conduct-
ing annual weigh-insasre-
quired by Air Forceinstruc-
tions.

Jumper becomes
ACC'’s fifth leader

LANGLEY AIR FORCE
BASE, Va. (AFPN) — Gen. John
P. Jumper assumed command of
Air Combat Command during a
ceremony here Feb. 8, becoming
ACC'sfifth commander.

Jumper cameto ACC from
Ramstein Air Base, Ger many,
where he was U.S. Air Forcesin
Europe commander. Heisa
command pilot who served two
toursin Southeast Asia, accumu-
lating more than 1,400 combat
hours.

AIR FORCE NEWS

DoD sectsKentucky asgte
for full-timecvil support team

Guard members to staff unit

By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — The Defense Depart-
ment has announced plansto form 17 more
Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support
Teams, including one to be located in Ken-
tucky.

The teams, originally called Rapid As-
sessment and Detection teams, would deploy
and assist civil first-responders in the event
of aweapons-of-mass destruction incident,
said Charles Cragin, principal deputy assis-
tant secretary of defense for reserve affairs.

The federal government will train, equip
and develop doctrine for the teams, which
will be composed of members from the
Army and Air National Guard, Cragin said.

The teams will aways work in support
of civilian agencies and, unless federalized,
will remain under the control of the gover-
nors of the host state.

The new teams, which will join 10 others
already being stood up, will be based in
Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California,
Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, lowa, Louisiana,
Maine, Minnesota, New Mexico, Ohio,
Oklahoma, South Carolina and Virginia, as
well as Kentucky.

They will comeon linein 2001, between
March and July.

The first 10 designated teams are com-
pleting training and are scheduled to come
onlinein April 2000 in Colorado, Georgia,
Ilinois, California, Massachusetts, Missouri,
New York, Pennsylvania, Texas and Wash-
ington.

Theteams“work collaboratively with lo-
cal and state first-providers,” Cragin said.

“Theteams consist of 22 full-time mem-
bers of the Army and Air National Guard.
The personnel selected for these additional
teams will undergo 15 months of rigorous
individual and unit training and then will
be evaluated for operational certification.”

The announcement marks the second
phase of aninitiative started in fiscal 1998.

“(Defense Secretary William Cohen) was
apprised by first-respondersin many com-
munities that one bit of expertise they
needed was the technical expertiseto iden-
tify and assess particular chemical or bio-
logical agents that may be the instrument
of aterrorist attack,” Cragin said.

These teams give local officials that ca-
pability.

The unitshavetwo major piecesof equip-
ment: amobile analytical 1ab and amobile
communicationsfacility. Thefirst allowsthe
teams to identify chemical and biological
agents in the field. The second alows the
teamsto coordinate communicationsamong
the first-responders and all other areas.

“If they need information from a medi-
cal laboratory, they can connect from the
van,” Cragin said.

Theteams communications capabilities
asoalow all local, stateand federal authori-
tiesto speak to each other.

While the 27 teams will be based in 26
states— Californiawill have two teams—
local agreements will allow the teams to
work across statelines. So, for example, the
New York team could answer acall in Con-
necticut, and the Illinois team could work
in Wisconsin.

Commissary shoppers save an average $2,000 annudly

Air Force Print News

FORT LEE, Va. — Reservists who shop at the commissary can
save $2,000 or more annually on groceries, according to Defense
Commissary Agency officials here.

Members of Air National Guard are authorized 24 commissary
visits each year when they shop with their Commissary Privilege
Cards and military identification cards.

“Commissary shopping is part of (reservists') non-pay military
compensation, and we at DeCA want reservists to use their com-

missary benefit,” said Maj. Gen. Robert J. Courter Jr., director of
DeCA. “After dl, they earnedit.”

The most recent market survey reports that commissary shop-
pers save 27 percent on their grocery purchases. Thismeansthat a
reservist shopping for afamily of four could save more than $2,000
annually by using the commissary.

Twenty-four commissary visits are also available to “ gray area’
reservist retirees. These people are entitled to retired pay at age 60
but have not yet reached that age. At 60, retired reservists and their
eligible dependents receive unlimited access to the commissary.
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