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Wing receives 10th
Outstanding Unit Award

By Staff Sgt. David |. Tors
Cargo Courier Staff Writer

The 123rd Airlift Wing was honored with its 10th Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award during a ceremony March 4 at Louis-
ville Male High School.

Theunitisnow tied with the GeorgiaAir Guard's 116th Bomb
Wing and the Pennsylvania Air Guard's 193rd Special Opera-
tions Group as the most decorated unit in the ANG.

“This is a tribute not only to those who share in this award
today, but also to the thousands who have come before us,” the
state’s assistant adjutant general for Air, Brig. Gen. Richard W.
Ash, told the more than 1,000 unit members who attended the
ceremony.

The award, which is given annually to the top 10 percent of
Air Force units, recognizesthe 123rd Airlift Wing'saccomplish-
ments for the period of Aug. 31, 1997 to Aug. 30, 1999.

During those two years, the wing enjoyed an enviable record
of success at the forefront of world, national and community
events.

The 123rd answered the call for real-world missionslike Op-
eration Southern Watch, in which the unit delivered around-the-
clock airlift services for multinational forces enforcing the no-
fly zone in southern Irag; and Operation Joint Forge, during
which the wing supported multinational peacekeeping effortsin
Bosnia.

Theairmen of the 123rd al so brought improved living condi-
tions to the impoverished residents of Ecuador during Opera-
tion Nuevos Horizontes, the largest-ever U.S. joint training ex-
ercise in South America.

Within Kentucky, the 123rd’'s role in Thunder over Louis-
ville has become a hallmark event and a tremendous boon to
recruiting and retention. During Operation Snow Relief, KYyANG
members volunteered security, transportation and communica
tions services to more than 50,000 families without electricity.

Maj. Gen. John R. Groves Jr., Kentucky's adjutant general,

Airman 1st Class Aleica Dennison/KyANG

Col. Bill Leslie, commander of the 123rd Airlift Wing, and Larry
Quebbeman, aretired brigadier general who served as wing com-
mander and assistant adjutant general for Air in the 1970s, attach
the 10th AFOUA streamer to the wing’s guidon as Master Sgt. Mary
Decker and Col. Michael Harden observe. Harden was wing com-
mander during the period for which the award was given.

wasn't able to attend the ceremony, but he praised the 123rd for two
consecutive years of remarkable service to the state and the nation.
“From extensive airlift operations throughout the world to provid-
ing quality-of-life improvements in third world countries, the 123rd
Airlift Wing is consistently at the forefront of world and national
events,” Groves said. “The 123rd Airlift Wing's accomplishments are
outstanding in every way. By unselfishly providing themselvesfor mis-
sions far from home or in their back yards, the wing provides arole

See AFOUA, Page 5
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Senior Master
Sgt. Mark Grant,
Master Sgt. Mary
Decker and Staff

Sgt. Heather
Miller display
their Airman of
the Year awards
at a banquet held
March 4 at
Woodhaven
Country Club.

KyANG Photo by Master
Sgt. Terry Lutz

Divergty necessary for Air Guard

to continue reflecting community

Theterm “diversity” istoday’s often-used
but equally misunderstood buzz word.

To some, the mere mention of the word
conjures negative images and sets up barri-
ersto an open mind.

Air Nationa Guard diversity training will,
however, soon be underway to deal with some
of these barriers.

Theface of Americais changing, whether
welike it or not.

Dramatic shifts in demographic and
lifestyle patterns are emerging, according to
information presented at an ANG diversity
facilitator workshop that six KyANG repre-
sentatives attended in Denver, Colo., in De-
cember.

Among these changes are

A shrinking workforce — U.S. popula
tion growth isdecreasing, resultingin ashort-
age of labor

*More women — Participation of women
in the workforce continues to rise at record
levels

Escalating work/family issues— Asare-
sult of the rise in women in the workforce,
the challenges of finding quality child care
and eldercare escalate

*More ethnic diversity — Ethnic groups
frequently termed “minorities’ are rapidly
becoming the majority. By the year 2005,
women and minorities will make up an

estimated 63 percent of thetotal workforce.

What impact will these changes have on
the military?

Quite simply, it means that our pool of
applicantsis changing.

Traditionally, the military has consisted
mostly of white males, and that particular
segment of the population is shrinking as a
percentage of the whole.

We must rely on other groups to sustain
our strength.

In the coming months, the wing's newly
trained facilitators will be developing a di-
versity training program tailored to the
needs of the KyANG.

The training will focus on the changes
and challenges of the future.

Recruiting and retaining members of dif-
ferent ethnic backgrounds presents an op-
portunity for usto grow as an organization.

We can choose to do business as usual
and ignore the inevitable change or we can
recognize, welcome and adapt to these
changes and thrive in the process.

Thelatteriswhat “diversity” should sym-
bolize.

TheAir National Guard is committed to
this goal.

Capt. Beth Leistensnider isa social
actions officer in the 123rd Airlift Wing

Wing to serve as
launching pad for
Thunder 2000

By Staff Sgt. Amy Carr
Cargo Courier Assistant Editor

Theorganizers of Thunder Over
L ouisville 2000 promise one of the
best fireworks shows ever, but for
thefirst timein several yearsan
aircraft static display will not be
part of the festivities.

Two of Thunder’s major
sponsor s decided not to provide
funding thisyear, and organizers
were unsureif the festival would
even be held.

By the time adequate funding
was secured, it wastoo late for the
Kentucky Air Guard to begin
planning the display, said Maj.
Phil Palmer, plans officer in the
123rd Airlift Wing.

“Having aircraft on display isa
very involved process, and it takes
about five or six monthsto pre-
pare,” Palmer explained.

Military aircraft will, however,
still be a part of thisyear’s aero-
batic displays when Thunder takes
off April 15.

The show’s aircraft, which will
oper ate from the Kentucky Air
Guard flightline, will include a B-
1B L ancer, B-52 Stratofortess, two
F-16 Fighting Falcons, two F-15E
Strike Eagles, four A-10 Thunder-
bolts, two HH-65 Dolphins, a K C-
135 Stratotanker and a T-38 Talon.

For more information, call Maj.
Kenny Dale at ext. 4460 or Maj. Jim
Nelson at ext. 4464. [ |

Kentucky sponsoring
ANG bowling tourney

The Kentucky Air Guard is
sponsoring the 38th-annual Air
National Guard Bowling Tournament
in Louisville from May 11 to 14.

For more information, contact
Tech. Sgt. Ted Shiess at ext. 4614 or
visit www.kyang.ang.af.mil/bowl/
bowl/index.html
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model of patriotism for othersto follow.”

Unit members also were activein commu-
nity service organizations, volunteering time
and energy to the Kentucky Specia Olym-
pics, Combined Federal Campaign, Employer
Support of the Guard and Reserve, the Orga-
nization of Black Airline Pilots, WHAS Cru-
sade for Children and the American Cancer
Saociety.

During the award ceremony, Cal. Bill
Ledie, commander of the 123rd Airlift
Wing, read alist of achievements recog-
nizing nearly every unit of the KyANG.

“This award acknowledges the hard
work and commitment of every man and
woman in the Kentucky Air Guard,”
Ledlie said. “It's doubly gratifying be-
causethisisthe 10thtimewe' vereceived
such an honor. That continued level of ex-
cellenceisunsurpassed intheAir National
Guard and isareal testament to the dedi-
cation of our people.”

Tech. Sgt. Mark Rines/|

The base honor guard presents the colors
during the awards ceremony.

The following individuals have been
promoted to the rank indicated as
members of the Kentucky Air Guard
and reservists of the U.S. Air Force:

SENIOR AIRMAN (E-4)

*Rondall Carpenter Jr.,
123rd Security Forces Sq.
*Aleica Dennison,
123rd Communications Flt.
*Margaret Esposito,
123rd Logisitics Sq.

STAFF SERGEANT (E-5)

*Sean McLane,
123rd Special Tactics Flt.
*Brent Ward,
123rd Aircraft Generation Sq.
«Jimmy Woodall Jr.,
123rd Logistics Sq.

TECHNICAL SERGEANT (E-6)

*Gregory Lucas,
165 Airlift Sq.
*Cynthia Rogers,
123rd Mission Support Flt.
*Donnie Dorsey,
123rd Logistics Sq.

MASTER SERGEANT (E-7)

« Elke Adams,
123rd Airlift Wing
*Scott K. Andrews,
123rd Airlift Wing
*Kevin Baylor,
123rd Civil Engineering Sq.
*Douglas Briscoe,
205th Combat Communications Sq.
*William Davis,
165th Airlift Sq.
*Mary Decker,
123rd Services Flt.

«Stephen Higdon,
123rd Logistics Sq.
«Johnny Holton,
165th Airlift Sq.

* Len Keidel,
123rd Logisitics Sq.
«Christopher Mix,
123rd Logistics Sq.
«David Riedley,
165th Airlift Sq.
«Jeffrey Sobczak,
123rd Communications Flt.
«James Strasinger,
165th Airlift Sq.
*Tyler Vincent,
123rd Services Flt.
Karen Vinton,
165th Airlift Sq.

SENIOR MASTER SERGEANT (E-8)

*Timothy Atwell,
123rd Logisitics Sq.
*Wayne Ashley,
123rd Maintenance Sq.

CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT (E-9)

*Michael Cook,
123rd Logistics Sq.
*Dave Tinsley,
123rd Communications Flt.

The following individuals have
retired as members of the Kentucky
Air Guard and reservists of the
U.S. Air Force:

«Staff Sgt. Darwin Beishline,
123rd Aerial Port Sq.
«Staff Sgt. Glen Hammack,
123rd Logistics Sq.
*Master Sgt. Erle Montgomery,
123rd Services Flt.
«Chief Master Sgt. Richard Wilson,
123rd Civil Engineering Sq.

The following individuals have
seperated from the Kentucky
Air National Guard:

«Staff Sgt. Jimmy Childress,
123rd Security Forces Sq.
*Airman Joshua Crenshaw,
123rd Aerial Port Sq.

* Senior Airman Brian Elkin,
123rd Aerial Port Sq.
*Senior Airman Andrew Fowler,
123rd Aerial Port Sq.
*Senior Airman Tara Glass,
123rd Logisitics Sq.
*Tech. Sgt. Paul Grimes,
123rd Services Flt.
eAirman 1st Class Patrick Hughes,
123rd Aerial Port Sq.
*Senior Airman Gerald Jones,
123rd Services Flt.
«Senior Airman Troy Kiper,
123rd Maintenance Sq.
*Senior Airman Paula Lacey,
123rd Logistics Sq.
*Tech. Sgt. James Martin,
123rd Civil Engineer Sq.
«Staff Sgt. Charles Moore,
165th Airlift Sq.

«Staff Sgt. Michael Napper,
123rd Aerial Port Sq.

«Staff Sgt. Gary ODaniel,
205th Combat Communications Sq.
*Airman 1st Class Joseph Phillips,
123rd Security Forces Sq.
«Staff Sgt. Clint Rich,
123rd Maintenance Sq.
*Senior Airman Terry Riddle,
123rd Aerial Port Sq.
eSenior Airman Matt Schneid,
123rd Maintenance Sq.
«Staff Sgt. Robert Fulton,
123rd Maintenance Sq.
«Staff Sgt. Marc Tarnosky,
165th Airlift Sq.
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Guard members
eligible for AFROTC

By Lt. Col. Ernest A. Cox Jr.
AFROTC Detachment 295

M embers of the National
Guard are eligible for Air Force
ROTC scholar shipsat more
than 700 colleges acrossthe
country, including the Univer-
sity of L ouisville and the
University of Kentucky.

Any Guard member who
pursues an active-duty commis-
sion through ROTC must get a
conditional release from the
Guard that will take affect 30
daysprior to hisor her commis-
sioning.

Nearly two-thirds of all
ROTC graduatesare given a
chancefor a pilot or navigator
slot.

Students who are accepted
into the ROTC programsat U
of L and UK arenot required to
takeall their coursework at the
schools. They may elect instead
to attend collegeslike
Bellarmine, Spalding, Jefferson
Community College and
Indiana University Southeast.

Western Kentucky Univer sity
students can complete their Air
Force ROTC requirements at
Tennessee State.

High school studentsalso are
eligibleto apply. It’sbest to
complete applicationsin the
spring of a student’sjunior
year.

Air Force ROTC, which
commissions more officersthan
theAir Force Academy or
Officer Training School, offers
both two- and three-year
scholar shipsthat cover books,
tuition and $200 per month in
expenses.

For more information, contact
Maj. Mike Shirley at the Univer-
sity of Louisville at (502) 852-
6576.

Shirley also can reached via e-
mail at airforce@l ouisville.edu

AIR FORCE NEWS

Sarvicesrdax policy banning
twotypesof laser eyesurgery

Medical officials advise
caution with procedures

By Army Staff Sgt. Kathleen T. Rhem
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — DOD officialshave
implemented a policy allowing individuals
who have had two common forms of laser
eyesurgery to enter themilitary with amedi-
cal waiver.

Individualswho' d had corrective eye sur-
gery were previously ineligible for military
service.

The two waivable procedures are
photorefractive keratotomy, usually referred
to as PRK, and laser in-situ keratomileusis,
or LASIK, according to Dr. John Mazzuchi,
deputy for clinical and program policy inthe
Office of theAssistant Secretary of Defense
for Health Affairs.

“You can getinthemilitary, but it's harder
todo so,” hesaidinaninterview. “ You have
to submit your medical records and receive
awaiver.”

He said DOD’s particular caution is
driven by concern for service members
health.

“There are things the military exposes
people to that are very different from civil-
ianlife — thingslikejungle or desert atmo-
spheres, diving or flying,” he said.

“What happens to the eye under those
pressures?’

DOD is involved in several studies to
addressissues surrounding laser eye surgery
and military service, becausethey could be-

come readiness concerns in the future,
Mazzuchi said.

The department wants to know, for in-
stance, whether the patient’svision remains
stablefor along period of time and whether
therigorsof military life prove detrimental
to aperson who has had PRK or LASIK.

“Obviously, wearing glasses on the
battlefield is not as good as not having to,”
he said. “In battle, someone who requires
glasses is not much good if they’ ve lost or
broken their glasses.”

While the military might prefer people
whosevisioniscorrectablewithout glasses,
he said, it's more important that their vi-
sion be stable and that military environ-
ments don’t worsen their eye condition.

Past experience with eye surgeries has
shown the concern to be reasonable.
Mazzuchi said the military barred individu-
aswho had an earlier form of eye surgery
called radial keratotomy that had become
readily available to the public.

In this procedure, the surgeon corrects
vision by reshaping the cornea with knife
cuts resembling spokes on awheel.

“Subsequent studies showed that our
concerns were quite justified,” he said.
“Some people developed difficulty with
night vision, and visual acuity didn’t remain
constant. Some people who had had RK
weren't as prepared to be in the military.”

Mazzuchi said he expectsDOD torevisit
itspolicy ontheissuewhen preliminary data
from current studiesis available.

“We'll look to see if we should loosen
our policy or keep it theway itis,” he said.
“1 don't expect us to tighten our policy.”

Online paper celebratesfird year

WASHINGTON —(AFPN) U.S. Air
Force Online news celebrated itsfirst anni-
versary March 15.

Thedigital newspaper was created to pro-
vide a balanced weekly view of Air Force
news.

The paper also provides readers an op-
portunity to expresstheir opinionsand voice
their concernsto Air Force leaders.

L etters to the Editor remains the most
read section of the paper, averaging as many

downloads as the top story for any given
week.

During itsfirst year, Online news aver-
aged 63,000 page downloads weekly with
50 percent of these coming from an af.mil
domain.

Additionally, an average of 23,000
people visited the front page each week.
Online news has 23,755 subscribers.

The site can be accessed at www.af.mil/
newspaper/
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