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Wing provides relief for wctlms of Katrina
Unit members deploy Wi s UENOVE BLAXKET R

to assist with rescues,
medical care, security

By Capt. Dale Greer
Wing Public Affairs Officer

Nearly 100 members of the Kentucky
Air National Guard have deployed to the
storm-ravaged Gulf Coast to assist with re-
lief operations in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina, which struck Mississippi and
Louisiana with unprecedented force Aug.
29.

Katrina’s 145-mph winds and 20-foot
storm surge decimated coastal communi-
ties like Biloxi and Gulfport, Miss., kill-
ing hundreds of residents and causing more
than $20 billion in property damage, fed-
eral officials estimate. Subsequent flood-
ing submerged up to 80 percent of New
Orleans, trapping residents on rooftops
without food or water amid a putrid sea of
petrochemicals, sewage and human re-
mains.

The first KyANG unit to respond was
the 123rd Special Tactics Squadron, which Staff Sgt. Philip Speck/KyANG
deployed 13 pararescuemen and combat
controllers to New Orleans Naval Air Sta-

See KATRINA, Page 8

Top right: Senior Airman Jeffrey
Higgs, a loadmaster in the 165th Airlift
Squadron, prepares rescue equip-
ment for transport to New Orleans
aboard a Kentucky C-130 on Sept. 1

Bottom right: Two Kentucky Air Guard
special tactics troops confer as an Air
Force MH-53 helicopter lands on
Interstate 610 to evacuate stranded
New Orleans residents. The Airmen
provided air traffic control for multiple
makeshift landing zones during
rescue operations from Sept. 1 to 6.

Photo courtesy 123rd Special Tactics Squadron







KyANG NEWS

KyANG marksmen sweep state tournament

Wing shooters take all
individual catagories
and most team honors

Cargo Courier Staff Report

In what is becoming a spring ritual for
members of the base marksmanship team,
the 123rd Airlift Wing again swept the Ken-
tucky State Pistol and Rifle Championships,
held April 30 to May 1 at Fort Knox, Ky.

Fielding its strongest squad yet, the 123rd
took all but one team event and won every
individual category, said Master Sgt. John
Martin, a longtime Kentucky Air Guard
shooter.

In all, 63 competitors tested their mettle
at the Fort Knox range, hoping to win a spot
on the squad that will represent the state dur-
ing the national tourney scheduled for Oc-
tober in North Little Rock, Ark.

Of those 63 shooters, 51 were members
of the Kentucky Army Guard, while 12 rep-
resented the Kentucky Air Guard — the
wing’s largest contingent to date.

Awards won by the team include:

Individual Rifle: First place to Master
Sgt. Jim Johnson; second place to Master
Sgt. Darryl Loafman; third place to Senior
Master Sgt. John Siebert.

Team Rifle: First place to the Air Guard
(Senior Master Sgt. John Siebert, Staff Sgt.
Travis Keehner, Staff Sgt. John White and
Tech. Sgt. Mark Motsinger); third place to
the Air Guard (Master Sgt. Jim Johnson,
Tech. Sgt. Frank Tallman, Master Sgt. Mike
Downs and Airman Ist Class Harry
Bromley).

Individual Pistol: First place to Master
Sgt. John Martin; second place to Master
Sgt. Darryl Loafman; third place to Master
Sgt. Jim Johnson.

Team Pistol: First place to the Air Guard
(Master Sgt. John Martin, Master Sgt. Jim
Johnson, Tech. Sgt. Frank Tallman and Se-
nior Master Sgt. John Siebert); second place
to the Air Guard (Master Sgt. Darryl
Loafman, Master Sgt. Dave Selby, Staff Sgt.
John White and Master Sgt. Mike Downs);
third place to the Air Guard (Tech. Sgt. Mark
Motsinger, Tech. Sgt. Cary Mendelsohn, Se-
nior Airman Ben Bull and Tech. Sgt. Dan
Blevins).

Photo courtesy KyANG Marksmanship Team

ABOVE: Members of the KyANG Marksmanship Team continued their winning ways
during the state pistol and rifle tourney held April 30 to May 1 at Fort Knox, Ky.

BELOW: Team members amassed a staggering 33 trophies for their expert shoot-

ing, including multiple first-place honors.
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Novice award, First Place Pistol: Tech.
Sgt. Cary Mendelsohn.

Other participants from the Air Guard
who earned accolades include Senior Air-
man Ashlee Richards, Master Sgt. Paul
Edwards and Tech. Sgt. Charles Lambert.

Nearly 99 percent of all awards at the

Staff Sgt. Philip Speck/KyANG

state match have been earned by competi-
tors from the 123rd Airlift Wing over the
course of the last seven years, and 2005
marks the seventh year in a row and the 10th
time since 1993 that personnel from the
123rd have earned the title of state champi-
ons, Sergeant Martin said.
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Field training sharpens combat readiness

Hundreds deploy
to Gulfport CRTC
for summer school

By Capt. Dale Greer
Wing Public Affairs Officer

GULFPORT, Miss. — Excellent planning,
outstanding execution and a pervasive can-do
spirit combined to make the wing’s 2005 An-
nual Field Training among the best such events
in KyANG history, unit members say.

More than 470 students and an 80-person
cadre of instructors and facilitators deployed
here to the Gulfport Combat Readiness Train-
ing Center for the exercise, which was accom-
plished in two six-day rotations between July
24 and Aug. 3.

During that time, Kentucky Air Guard
members accomplished nearly 5,000 ancillary
training events on topics ranging from self-
aid and buddy care to chemical warfare de-
contamination.

“We accomplished a tremendous amount of
training in a very short period of time,” said
Col. Bill Ketterer, who served as detachment
commander at the Gulfport CRTC.

By way of comparison, Colonel Ketterer
said it would have taken an entire year to
achieve the same amount of training at home
during drill weekends.

The deployed environment also helped unit
members focus intently on the task at hand,
resulting in a better quality of training.

“People don’t get distracted here like they
can at home during drill weekends,” said Col.
Mark Kraus, commander of the 123rd Airlift
Wing and a student himself during the Gulfport
deployment.

“The instructors had enough time to pre-
pare excellent materials and present them in a
focused manner with none of the disruptions
we have back home.”

Master Sgt. John Martin, who deployed dur-
ing the second rotation, agreed.

“The training was kind of like going to col-
lege,” said Martin, first sergeant for the 123rd
Support Group. “You went from one class to
another on a clockwork schedule, and that kept
you focused on what you needed to accom-

See FIELD TRAINING, Page 6

Capt. Dale Greer/KyANG

Tech. Sgt. Dennis Flora/KyANG

Annual Field Training events included self-aid and buddy care classes and chemi-
cal warfare defense instruction. Maj. Sae Na and Capt. Ash Groves administer first
aid to a fallen Airman (top) while Master Sgt. Mike Nagel helps decontaminate an-
other Kentucky troop.
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Kentucky forces led
multi-state effort that
rescued 1,200 people

By Capt. Dale Greer
Wing Public Affairs Officer

Chief Master Sgt. Pat Malone has seen a
lot in his 23 years as a pararescueman for
the U.S. military, including dicey combat ex-
tractions in Iraq and Afghanistan and more
than a decade’s worth of civilian search-and-
rescue missions in Alaska.

But none of it prepared him for the dev-
astation he saw firsthand when he and 21
comrades deployed to New Orleans Naval
Air Station earlier this month as part of ef-
forts to evacuate the victims of Hurricane
Katrina and the ensuing flood.

“This was, by and large, the worst site of
devastation I have ever seen in my entire
career,” said Chief Malone, the chief enlisted
manager for the Kentucky Air Guard’s
123rd Special Tactics Squadron.

“The sheer magnitude of it — and the
conditions that our guys worked in — was
the most horrific I’ve seen in 23 years of
service.”

Senior Master Sgt. Jon Rosa, a Kentucky
combat controller who also deployed with
the 123rd Special Tactics Flight, concurred.

“New Orleans is usually a place of such
revelry,” said Sergeant Rosa, the squadron’s
superintendent of combat controllers.

“But it was like a scene out of “The Twi-
light Zone’ to be in downtown New Orleans
and hear total silence except for the slosh-
ing of flood waters. I just couldn’t believe
this was America.”

But it was America, and thousands of
New Orleaneans were stranded without pro-
visions amid a sea of sewage- and chemi-
cal-laced water covering nearly 80 percent
of the city.

Sergeant Rosa, Chief Malone and 20 other
Kentucky special tactics troops were among
the first military search-and-rescue troops to
arrive in the stricken city and begin extract-
ing trapped citizens starting Aug. 31.

The Kentucky forces joined up with about
25 other special tactics troops from across
the Air National Guard, including units in

See STS, Page 10

KyANG NEWS

Special tactics troops recall Katrina evacuations

Photos courtesy 123rd Secil Tctics Squadron

A combat controller with the Kentucky Air Guard and a pararescueman from the Alaska

Air Guard evacuate New Orleans residents via Zodiac rescue boats.

actions of special tactics troops engaged in search-and-rescue missions.

Senior Master Sgt. Jon Rosa, left, and Chief Master Sgt. Pat Malone, right, direct the
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Senate confirms
top leadership

SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — The
Senate confirmed Gen. T. Michael
Moseley as the next Air Force chief
of staff on July 1 and Lt. Gen. John
D. W. Corley as the new Air Force
vice chief of staff on Aug. 1.

General Corley will be promoted
to the rank of general.

General Moseley last served as
vice chief of staff, while General
Corley is currently the principal
deputy for the assistant secretary of
the Air Force for acquisition.

General Moseley is a command
pilot with more than 2,800 hours in
T-37 Tweet, T-38 Talon and F-15
Eagle. He is a graduate of Texas
A&M University where he earned
both a bachelor’s and a master’s
degree in political science. He
commanded U.S. Central Command
Air Forces and served as Combined
Forces Air Component Command
commander for operations Southern
Watch, Enduring Freedom and Iraqi
Freedom.

General Corley entered the Air
Force in 1973 and has commanded
at the squadron, group and wing
levels. He has more than 3,000
flying hours with combat experi-
ence. As combined air operations
center director supporting Operation
Enduring Freedom, General Corley
coordinated more than 11,000
combat missions striking more than
4,700 targets.

Certificates
to recognize
Cold War service

The Secretary of Defense has
approved the awarding of Cold War
Recognition Certificates to all
members of the armed forces and
qualified federal employees who
faithfully and honorably served the
United States during the Cold War
era. For more information, visit
https://www.hrc.army.mil/site/active/
tagd/coldwar/default.htm.

AIR FORCE NEWS

Service begins implementing
new ‘eMail for Life’ addresses

By Master Sgt. Mitch Gettle
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — The Air Force began
the first phase of a new e-mail system May
6 that will enhance communication of Air-
men worldwide.

AF eMail (also known as eMail-for-Life)
is a single, static e-mail address that will not
change during the career of an Airman or Air
Force civilian employee.

The current e-mail system, rapid mobil-
ity of the force and frequent assignments and
career development opportunities outside the
Air Force can make it difficult for Airmen
to communicate.

“At any given time, we can only reliably
connect and communicate with 79 percent
of our force through e-mail,” said Capt. Kirk
Phillips, information technology division
chief at the Air Force Senior Leader Man-
agement Office.

“E-mail is the most critical communica-
tion tool that we’re using to implement force
development and transform our personnel
process. Industry-standard e-business solu-
tions require static e-mail addresses, and that
is the direction the Air Force is headed,”
Captain Phillips said.

Airmen will be able to complete person-
nel actions in minutes through e-mail and
the Internet, along with other benefits, he
said.

“Not only is there a huge potential for Air
Force cost avoidance, but mission support
will be greatly enhanced by empowering
every member to reliably connect and com-

municate with each other without worry
about changing e-mail addresses every
couple of years,” Captain Phillips said.

“We’ll be able to transform personnel
processes under the Air Force directorate
of personnel’s personnel service delivery
model and empower members and data-
bases to connect and communicate through
e-business applications instead of local per-
sonnel flights.”

Those personnel processes include offi-
cial personnel notifications and announce-
ments; command, promotion and profes-
sional military education candidacy and se-
lection; and retirement, assignment, evalu-
ation, feedback and decoration processing.

Officials said they plan for the Air Force
to be fully capable under AF eMail by 2007.
Currently, every senior Air Force official has
been provided an account.

“We’ve segmented the force based on
mission requirements and will slowly scale
the availability to the entire force versus an
all-at-once implementation,” Captain
Phillips said. “We started with the highest
level leaders, and our plan is to offer it to
other segments of the force this summer.”

During the initial stages, Airmen will
continue to use their local or major com-
mand e-mail accounts as well as the AF
eMail account.

“Until the migration of e-mail accounts
happens, it’s each member’s responsibility
to check the AF eMail account on a regular
basis,” Captain Phillips said. “That’s where
their career-affecting personnel actions will
be.”

Geren named acting AF secretary

SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — The presi-
dent designated Pete Geren to be the acting
Secretary of the Air Force on June 29, re-
placing Michael L. Dominguez.

The appointment is in accordance with the
Federal Vacancies Reform Act, Air Force
officials said.

Mr. Geren, who was special assistant to
the secretary of defense, assumes his new
office as directed in Title 10, United States
Code and Air Force directives, Air Force
officials said. He took the Department of

Defense post in September 2001 with re-
sponsibilities in the areas of interagency
initiatives, legislative affairs and special
projects.

A former Texas congressman 1989 to
1997, Mr. Geren served on the Armed Ser-
vices, Science and Technology and the Pub-
lic Works and Transportation committees
during his tenure. He earned his bachelor
of science degree from the University of
Texas in 1974, and his jurist prudence from
the university’s law school in 1978.
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