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AMC declares Kentucky wing ‘combat ready’ 

Members of the þctional 603rd Air Expeditionary Wing check chemical detection paper 
following a simulated attack at the Savannah, Ga., Combat Readiness Training Center.

By Capt. Dale Greer
Wing Public Affairs Ofþcer

SAVANNAH, Ga. — A year of intense 
preparation, punctuated by a long series 
drills and exercises, þnally came to an end 
here April 9 when the 123rd Airlift Wing 
successfully completed an Operational 
Readiness Inspection at the Air National 
Guard Combat Readiness Training Center.

Nearly 400 personnel and more than 
120 tons of equipment were deployed for 
the week-long test, ofþcially known as an 
Air Mobility Command Inspector General 
Exercise. Once here, the Kentucky unit 
joined forces with a similar contingent from 
the New York Air Guard, forming a þctional 
603rd Air Expeditionary Wing based in the 
Republic of Korea.

 AMC inspectors evaluated almost every 
aspect of the mission, from the þrst deploy-
ment sortie out of Louisville to the wingõs 
þnal redeployment ÿight back home. In 
between, hundreds of scenarios played out 
in Savannah as inspectors evaluated the 
performance of  Airmen executing their jobs 
in a hostile combat environment.

In the end, the 123rd Airlift Wing proved 
its combat readiness, earning an overall 
grade of “satisfactory.”

òI couldnõt be more proud of our folks 
and the way they performed their mis-
sion,ó said Col. Mark Kraus, commander 
of the 123rd Airlift Wing. “Given all the 
things weõve had to contend with, I think 
the accomplishments are nothing short of 
extraordinary.”

Colonel Kraus noted that the wing 
seemed to be þghting an uphill battle from 
the very beginning.

During the past year, a shortage of active-
duty days made ORI preparations unusually 
difþcult, and the wing continued to partici-
pate in numerous real-world missions even 
as it ramped up for the inspection. These 
included multiple deployments in support 
of hurricane relief efforts last summer.
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS

ÅTerrence Jones II,
123rd Aircraft Maintenance Sq.

ÅJerry Owens,
123rd Maintenance Sq.

ÅJesse Payne,
123rd Aircraft Maintenance Sq.

ÅJoseph Pollock,
123rd Aerial Port Sq.
ÅLonnie Sawyers,

123rd Aircraft Maintenance Sq.
ÅBrandon White,

123rd Aerial Port Sq.

The following individuals 
have been promoted 
to the rank indicated 
as members of the 
Kentucky Air Guard 

and reservists of 
the United States Air Force:

ÅRobert Bowling,
123rd Maintenance Sq.
ÅJulian Christopher,

123rd Maintenance Sq.
ÅAdrianne Healey,

123rd Security Forces Sq.

SENIOR AIRMAN (E-4)

ÅLeumas Cowherd,
123rd Services Flt.
ÅGabriel Kessler,

123rd Aerial Port Sq.
ÅScott OӚBrien,

123rd Aerial Port Sq.
ÅApril Paulsen,

123rd Medical Group.
ÅErik Smith,

123rd Security Forces Sq.
ÅMatthew Whitehead,

123rd Aircraft Maintenance Sq.

STAFF SERGEANT (E-5)

ÅVirgil Gipson,
123rd Aircraft Maintenance Sq.

TECHNICAL SERGEANT (E-6)

AIRMAN 1ST CLASS (E-3)

ÅRemy Hammock,
123rd Student Flt.

ÅMark Pike,
123rd Civil Engineering Sq.

ÅDamon Quill,
123rd Aerial Port Sq.

ÅCory Shepherd,
 123rd Maintenance Sq.

ÅJoshua Snelling,
123rd Security Forces Sq.

ÅThomas Walsh,
123rd Student Flt.

ÅBrian Bauer,
165th Airlift Sq.

ÅJerome Buehner,
123rd Maintenance Grp.

ÅJon Lundergan,
123rd Airlift Wing
ÅHeather Miller,

123rd Logistics Readiness Sq.
ÅAnthony Schmidt,

123rd Civil Engineering Sq.
ÅFelicia Williams,
123rd Airlift Wing

MASTER SERGEANT (E-7)

ÅChristopher Hamilton,
123rd Aircraft Maintenance Sq.

ÅCollin King,
123rd Security Forces Sq.

ÅLaura Mabe,
123rd Aerial Port Sq.
ÅJeffrey McMahan,

123rd Security Forces Sq.
ÅEdward McKenna,

123rd Special Tactics Sq.
ÅKevin Roy,

123rd Security Forces Sq.
ÅScott Terrill,

41st Civil Support Team
ÅHeather Wood,

123rd Communications Flt.

Tech. Sgt. Dennis Flora/KyANG

Kentucky Airmen set up a tent during the ORIӚs deployment phase in Savannah, Ga.
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COMMANDER’S CALL

Col. Mark Kraus
123rd Airlift Wing Commander

Successful inspection was the result
of wingõs hard work and sacriþce 
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preparation and exercise necessary 
to accomplish such an achievement; 
it likely wouldnõt þt adequately into 
several volumes of text.  

But make no mistake: As difþcult 
as it is to faithfully portray the effort 
poured into this endeavor, it is  
equally challenging to express my 
appreciation to those who made it 
happen.

So Iõll simply start with a THANK 
YOU to all who brought their time, 
talent and tenacity to bear on this 
objective with magniþcent results.

I am so proud of this wing and all 
who þll its ranks ñ not just for your 
extraordinary ORI performance but 
for all of your additional accomplish-
ments while preparing for and execut-
ing the inspection.

Winston Churchill, no stranger to 
adversity himself, once remarked that 
òSometimes it is not enough to do our 
best; we must do what is required.ó   

The nation can take great comfort 
in knowing that when the 123rd gets 
the call to serve, whatever the mis-
sion, you have demonstrated that you 
will “do what is required” on their 
behalf.
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n inescapable truth is 
that the truth is ines-
capable. 

The truth is that in April 2006, the 
123rd Airlift Wing was awarded a 
òcombat readyó certiþcation by the Air 
Mobility Commandõs Inspector Gen-
eral following the wingõs completion 
of an Operational Readiness Inspection 
(ORI).

In his executive summary of the 
inspection, IG Team Chief Col. Steven 
B. King wrote that the 123rd Airlift 
Wing òearned an overall ôSatisfactoryõ 
grade with solid leadership and capable 
supervision in the face of multiple 
inspection challenges, coupled with the 
threat of severe weather, both during 
the Deployment and Redeployment 
phases.”

òThe determination and pride of 
the Louisville Team,ó he continued, 
òenabled them to complete the ORI on 
a very positive note.”

The IG team also praised several 
duty sections for excellent perfor-
mance: aircraft generation, personnel, 
public affairs, redeployment, safety, 
security forces and weather.

òThe 123 AW Team is combat tested 

A

and ready to support the challenges 
of global mobility operations world-
wide,ó Colonel King concluded.

Stirring words, and well-written. 
But they do not begin to capture the 
true magnitude of the hard work, 
sacriþce and, at times, sheer grit of the 
members of the wing who success-
fully closed out this inspection.

It is impossible to reduce into a 
few sentences the year-long period of 

Two C-17 Globemaster IIIs taxi on the busy new ramp while construction of a new 
hotel continues at Ramstein Air Base, Germany. The 350-room inn is slated to open 
in September as part of the Kaiserslautern Military Community Center.

Master Sgt. John E. Lasky/USAF

By Louis A. Arana-Barradas 
Air Force Print News 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany 
ñ Parts of this hectic airlift hub remain under 
construction as the historic base transforms 
into the Air Forceõs European super base. 

The work is part of the Department of 
Defenseõs largest ongoing construction 
project ñ a $500 million boon for the base 
near Kaiserslautern, said Col. Carlos Cruz-
Gonzalez, commander of the 435th Civil 
Engineer Group.

òThe construction going on now is a 
continuation of the Rhein-Main Transition 
Program,ó the colonel explained.

The transition program resulted from a 
U.S.-German accord to return Rhein-Main 
Air Base, outside of Frankfurt, back to Ger-
many by the end of 2005. In return, Germany 
allowed the Air Force to replicate the baseõs 
vital airlift mission at Ramstein and Spangda-
hlem Air Base, 80 miles northwest of here. 

German agencies agreed to foot most of 
the bill for 37 new construction projects that 
would allow the bases to take on the new mis-
sion. Ramstein got 32 of the projects. 

The breakdown of funds was $200 million 
for transition-related military construction, 
$200 million for the Kaiserslautern Military 
Community Center and $100 million for new 
military family housing. 

Today, 22 projects ñ started in 2003 
ñ are þnished, the colonel said. Done are 
the new south runway and “hot cargo pad” 
for handling munitions and hazardous cargo. 
Also completed is the expansion of parking 
ramps for transiting wide-body jets and 
Ramsteinõs C-130 Hercules ÿeet. A huge, 
high-tech freight terminal, an expanded 
passenger terminal, ÿight kitchen and dor-
mitories for enlisted Airmen also have been 
built. And extensive road construction was 
undertaken to keep up with the growing 
changes, he said.

Currently, 10 projects are either underway 
or awaiting funding, Colonel Cruz-Gonzalez 
said. Under construction are a new hangar 
and a þtness center.

òThis construction has caused a true 
transformation of this base,ó the colonel 
said. òI got here in July 2003 (and) Ramstein 
is a completely different base than when I 
arrived.” 

Still to come is the completion of several 
key projects, including new military family 

Ramstein being transformed as ‘super base’

housing and the refurbishing of the baseõs 
north runway, extending it to 10,500 feet. 

òThe immediate goal in front of us is to 
get the north runway reconstruction project 
started,” the colonel said. He expects that to 
happen early next year.

òThatõll give the base two mission-ca-
pable runways.” 

Plans also call for building between 860 
and 870 town homes at Ramstein and sur-
rounding military communities for ofþcers 
and enlisted Airmen. Some new ofþcer and 
senior NCO housing has already been built 
in the large military community.

òThese are what I call 100-year homes 
ñ built to last,ó Colonel Cruz-Gonzalez 
said. òAnd theyõll have just about all the 
amenities the Air Force now expects to be 
in family housing.

òWhen itõs all said and done, the com-
munity will have more than 2,600 housing 
units,” he added.

Another, more visible, addition is the 
completion of the Kaiserslautern Military 
Community Center, or KMCC. The center, 
on the baseõs south side, across from the 
passenger terminal, will include a new 
eight-story, 350-room hotel and a large 

shopping mall.
The hotel will feature a restaurant on its 

ground ÿoor and a sports bar. A new Army 
and Air Force Exchange Service store, 
boasting more than 150,000 square feet, 
will be the main attraction at the mall, the 
colonel said.

The mall also will have 46 concession 
shops, a food court, a ticket and tour ofþce, 
four theaters, a bank and credit union, a bar-
ber shop, a sauna and morale, welfare and 
recreation facilities — all under one roof. 

“It will provide one-stop shopping” for 
just about anything a person might need, 
Colonel Cruz-Gonzalez said. òAnd MWR 
operations will include a retail sales store, 
equipment checkout ñ even a two-story 
rock wall so people can practice their rock 
climbing.ó

The center will open in stages. Construc-
tion of the yet-to-be-named hotel should end 
in July. But it will not open until September 
because it will take about 60 days to furnish 
it and for businesses to move in. The colonel 
expects the mall to open òearly next year.ó

Construction on other projects will con-
tinue for several years, with some projected 
through þscal 2009 and beyond.




