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AMC declares Kentucky wing ‘combat ready’

By Capt. Dale Greer
Wing Public Affairs Ofpcer

SAVANNAH, Ga. — A year of intense
preparation, punctuated by a long series
drills and exercises, pnally came to an end
here April 9 when the 123rd Airlift Wing
successfully completed an Operational
Readiness Inspection at the Air National
Guard Combat Readiness Training Center.

Nearly 400 personnel and more than
120 tons of equipment were deployed for
the week-long test, ofpcially known as an
Air Mobility Command Inspector General
Exercise. Once here, the Kentucky unit
joined forces with a similar contingent from
the New York Air Guard, forming a pctional
603rd Air Expeditionary Wing based in the
Republic of Korea.

AMC inspectors evaluated almost every
aspect of the mission, from the prst deploy-
ment sortie out of Louisville to the wingis
pnal redeployment yight back home. In
between, hundreds of scenarios played out
in Savannah as inspectors evaluated the
performance of Airmen executing their jobs
in a hostile combat environment.

In the end, the 123rd Airlift Wing proved
its combat readiness, earning an overall
grade of “satisfactory.”

0l couldnét be more proud of our folks
and the way they performed their mis-
sion,6 said Col. Mark Kraus, commander
of the 123rd Airlift Wing. “Given all the
things webve had to contend with, | think
the accomplishments are nothing short of
extraordinary.”

Colonel Kraus noted that the wing
seemed to be pghting an uphill battle from
the very beginning. ,

During the past year, a shortage of active- & - b
duty days made ORI preparations unusually . 7 :
difpcult, and the wing continued to partici- ? ; 24%
pate in numerous real-world missions even \ Ale )
as it ramped up for the inspection. These \ I "”‘T‘*f A
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Members of the pctional 603rd Air Expeditionary Wing check chemical detection paper
following a simulated attack at the Savannah, Ga., Combat Readiness Training Center.

included multiple deployments in support

of hurricane relief efforts last summer. £ i
Tech. Sgt. Dennis Flora/KyANG

See ORI, Page 4 Kentucky Airmen set up a tent during the ORIlis deployment phase in Savannah, Ga.



















AIR FORCE NEWS

Ramstein being transformed as ‘super base’

By Louis A. Arana-Barradas
Air Force Print News

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany
A Parts of this hectic airlift hub remain under
construction as the historic base transforms
into the Air Forcels European super base.

The work is part of the Department of
Defensels largest ongoing construction
project M a $500 million boon for the base
near Kaiserslautern, said Col. Carlos Cruz-
Gonzalez, commander of the 435th Civil
Engineer Group.

0The construction going on now is a
continuation of the Rhein-Main Transition
Program,6 the colonel explained.

The transition program resulted from a
U.S.-German accord to return Rhein-Main
Air Base, outside of Frankfurt, back to Ger-
many by the end of 2005. In return, Germany
allowed the Air Force to replicate the bases
vital airlift mission at Ramstein and Spangda-
hlem Air Base, 80 miles northwest of here.

German agencies agreed to foot most of
the bill for 37 new construction projects that
would allow the bases to take on the new mis-
sion. Ramstein got 32 of the projects.

The breakdown of funds was $200 million
for transition-related military construction,
$200 million for the Kaiserslautern Military
Community Center and $100 million for new
military family housing.

Today, 22 projects F started in 2003
A are pnished, the colonel said. Done are
the new south runway and “hot cargo pad”
for handling munitions and hazardous cargo.
Also completed is the expansion of parking
ramps for transiting wide-body jets and
Ramsteinds C-130 Hercules yeet. A huge,
high-tech freight terminal, an expanded
passenger terminal, yight kitchen and dor-
mitories for enlisted Airmen also have been
built. And extensive road construction was
undertaken to keep up with the growing
changes, he said.

Currently, 10 projects are either underway
or awaiting funding, Colonel Cruz-Gonzalez
said. Under construction are a new hangar
and a ptness center.

0This construction has caused a true
transformation of this base,6 the colonel
said. 0l got here in July 2003 (and) Ramstein
is a completely different base than when |
arrived.”

Still to come is the completion of several
key projects, including new military family
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Master Sgt. John E. Lasky/USAF

Two C-17 Globemaster llIs taxi on the busy new ramp while construction of a new
hotel continues at Ramstein Air Base, Germany. The 350-room inn is slated to open
in September as part of the Kaiserslautern Military Community Center.

housing and the refurbishing of the baseds
north runway, extending it to 10,500 feet.

0The immediate goal in front of us is to
get the north runway reconstruction project
started,” the colonel said. He expects that to
happen early next year.

0Thatdll give the base two mission-ca-
pable runways.”

Plans also call for building between 860
and 870 town homes at Ramstein and sur-
rounding military communities for ofpcers
and enlisted Airmen. Some new ofpcer and
senior NCO housing has already been built
in the large military community.

0These are what | call 100-year homes
A built to last,6 Colonel Cruz-Gonzalez
said. 0And theydll have just about all the
amenities the Air Force now expects to be
in family housing.

OWhen itds all said and done, the com-
munity will have more than 2,600 housing
units,” he added.

Another, more visible, addition is the
completion of the Kaiserslautern Military
Community Center, or KMCC. The center,
on the basels south side, across from the
passenger terminal, will include a new
eight-story, 350-room hotel and a large

shopping mall.

The hotel will feature a restaurant on its
ground yoor and a sports bar. A new Army
and Air Force Exchange Service store,
boasting more than 150,000 square feet,
will be the main attraction at the mall, the
colonel said.

The mall also will have 46 concession
shops, a food court, a ticket and tour ofpce,
four theaters, a bank and credit union, a bar-
ber shop, a sauna and morale, welfare and
recreation facilities — all under one roof.

“It will provide one-stop shopping” for
just about anything a person might need,
Colonel Cruz-Gonzalez said. 6And MWR
operations will include a retail sales store,
equipment checkout M even a two-story
rock wall so people can practice their rock
climbing.6

The center will open in stages. Construc-
tion of the yet-to-be-named hotel should end
in July. But it will not open until September
because it will take about 60 days to furnish
it and for businesses to move in. The colonel
expects the mall to open oearly next year.6

Construction on other projects will con-
tinue for several years, with some projected
through pscal 2009 and beyond.
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