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123rd completes Operational Readiness Exercise
= . Historic mspectlon to

test wing’s homeland
defense role in May
at Gulfport training site

By Maj. Dale Greer
Wing Public Affairs Officer

GULFPORT, Miss. — The 123rd Air-
lift Wing and two other Air Force units
completed their final training exercise here
March 20-26 in preparation for a historic
Operational Readiness Inspection that will,
for the first time ever, test a deployed wing’s
effectiveness in a homeland-security/home-
land-defense environment.

Tech. Sgt. Dennis Flora/U.S. Air Forc That upcoming Air Mobility Command

Staff Sgt. Amber Spratt-Jones takes cover from a simulated enemy attack by ducking into a ORI, _also sc_heduled to take place in Gulf-
fortified bunker April 24 during an Operational Readiness Exercise at the Gulfport Combat ~ POIt, 1S nOW just three weeks away, said CQL
Readiness Training Center in Gulfport, Miss. Greg Nelson, commander of the 123rd Airlift

Wing, which is serving as the lead unit for
the inspection.

Last month’s training deployment —
called an Operational Readiness Exercise, or
ORE — saw more than 180 members of the
123rd Airlift Wing demonstrate their ability
to mobilize, fly to a remote site, operate in a
hostile stateside environment and re-deploy
back home as inspectors evaluated every
phase of the operation.

The Kentucky Air Guardsmen were
augmented by 16 troops from the Air Force
Reserve’s 70th Aerial Port Squadron, which
provided aerial port capabilities during the
exercise; and more than 160 Airmen from
the active-duty Air Force’s 317th Airlift
Group, which provided aviation assets and
C-130 aircraft.

The 70th Aerial Port Squadron is based at
Homestead Air Reserve Base, Fla., while the
317th Airlift Group is stationed at Dyess Air
Force Base, Texas. The 123rd Airlift Wing
is headquartered in Louisville, Ky.

Tech. Sgt. Dennis Flora/U.S. Air Force

Airmen from the notional 104th Air Expeditionary Wing render simulated self-aid and buddy
care to a wounded troop April 24 following an enemy attack during the ORE. See ORE, Page 4
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Commander names
Wing fithess champs

Col. Greg Nelson, commander of
the 123rd Airlift Wing, commends
the following Airmen for accom-
plishing a perfect score on their
2009 annual fitness assessment:

165th Airlift Squadron

Master Sgt. John Hodge
Lt. Col. Grant Lane
Maj. Cheryl Meffert
Maj. Catherine Newell

123rd Airlift Wing

Maj. Charles Hans
Tech. Sgt. Melanie King
Tech. Sgt. Holly Moore
Maj. Todd Shugart

123rd Civil Engineer Squadron

Senior Airman Jacob Fogle
Staff Sgt. Chad Rodgers
Master Sgt. Mark Shaughnessy
Airman 1st Class Justin Smith

Joint Forces Headquarters

Lt. Col. Dawn Muller
Tech. Sgt. Kathleen Romito

123rd Medical Group

Maj. Christopher Howell
Master Sgt. Kenny Richards
Lt. Col. Christan Stewart

123rd Force Support Squadron

Senior Airman Rocio Perez
Lt. Col. Kathryn Pfeifer

123rd Operations Support Flight
Chief Master Sgt. Jeffrey Brown

123rd Special Tactics Squadron

Tech. Sgt. Jason Cordy
Tech. Sgt. Ryan Darnell
Senior Airman Jeff Kinlaw
Master Sgt. Aaron May
Capt. Sean McLane

The commander applauds the
outstanding performance of these
Airmen and encourages all members
to incorporate fitness and healthy
practices into their daily lives.

I\II()I’I’le up

An Airman’s ability to survive and operate (ATSO) is important
at the Operational Readiness Inspection and in all deployed
environments. The proper wear of mission oriented protective
posture (MOPP) equipment ensures survival and success.

HELMET ——— ARN BAND
It must be worn — and buckled You will deploy with an arm
to your chin. You’re not staring in band for your military ID. It will
a John Wayne movie. Keep your go on your left upper arm. The
pockets closed. If your web gear is unit will direct any other ad-
on, it should be strapped. ditional materials that need to

be added.
IDENTIFICATION ——

Your service (USAF), abbrevi-
ated rank, first and last name
should be written on four strips
of olive drab duct tape. They
should be affixed to the front and
back of your helmet, and on your
protective suit and body armor
on the upper right side of
your chest.

M9 TAPE

Once MOPP2 is direct-
ed, members will apply
masking tape simulating
M9 protective tape on
the shin, upper arm and
forearms of protective
suits. Don’t apply early.

GAS MASK

Inspect your gas
mask and note
the inspection
on your Form
1574. Ensure
that card and
\your fit test
card are in
the pocket

of your

WEB BELT
Organize your combat
gear. At a minimum,
your web belt should
comfortably store your
simulated first aid
kit (ammo pouch),
ammo pouch, can-
teen and mask

carrier. mask
carrier.

BOOTS & Keep
GLOVES t h e
Ensure your carrier
boots and closed.q

gloves fit and are

serviceable before
the inspection and
after each use. Be
sure they fit by try-

LEFT LEG
~  POGKET

ing them on. Keep

your ATSO
RIGHT LEG POCKET wallet in
Your Airman’s this pock-

et. It should

include your sim-

ulated injectors,
M291, M295,
P-tab and M8.
Familiarize your-
self with the use
of these items.
Close your
pockets when
not in use.

Manual, rubber
gloves and cotton
inserts all go in the
right pocket of your
protective suit. Keep
your pockets closed
when not in use.
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Maj. Dale Greer/U.S. Air Force

rd Airlift Wing arrive at the Gulfport Combat
‘ch 21 as they prepare to stand up operations
luty Air Force’s 317th Airlift Group from Dyess
Oth Aerial Port Squadron from Homestead Air
y the ORE to form the 104th Air Expeditionary
r airlift services in support of a G8 Summit in

3 Tech. Sgt. Dennis Flora/U.S. Air Force

- * 2 k 5
ech. Sgt. Dennis Flora/U.S. Air Force  Ajrman 1st Class Craig Brandy works to stop the bleeding from a simulated chest wound April 24
fill sandbags at the Gulfport Combat Readiness  following a scenario at the Gulfport Combat Readiness Training Center in which security forces
Ip operations March 21 for the deployed Opera- were attacked by armed terrorists. The scenario was part of a recently completed Air Mobility
Command Operational Readiness Inspection.
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Proper safety equipment makes all the difference

123rd experts say
careful considerations
can make big difference

123rd Airlift Wing Safety Office

Safety is the most important ingredient
in mission success!

As the wing prepares for an Opera-
tional Readiness Inspection in Mayj, it is
essential that we remember to use proper
safety gear as we complete our tasks.

Items like hearing protection, reflec-
tive belts, protective gloves, safety
glasses, and canteens full of water are
great tools that we use to mitigate the
risks of damage to our most precious
asset — you!

With that in mind, please use the next
few weeks leading up to the ORI to
ensure you have all the items needed to
perform your duty safely.

Remember to have all required materi-
als to complete the task at hand, use the
proper checklists and, most importantly,
perform buddy checks on your fellow
Airmen.

It doesn’t matter how quickly the job
gets completed if we damage equipment
or people in the process.

If you come across something about
which you are unfamiliar, please refer to
your Airman’s Manual (AFMAN 10-100)
or seek assistance from your peers and/
or chain of command.

Remember, before vehicles are put into
motion, everyone must have their seat
belts fastened. Always set the parking
brake when the driver exits and use wheel
chocks when and where appropriate.

As we say in the flying community,
know to identify and avoid the three Ds:
situations that are dumb, dangerous or
different.

We train the way we fight, and the ORI
will validate that philosophy. We have
the utmost confidence that we will excel,
provided we do things safely.

Remember: Safety starts at the top, but
it carries through where the rubber meets
the road — with you!
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Senior Airman Maxwell Rechel/KyANG

In addition to an understanding of military specialties and tasks, Airmen attending the
Operational Readiness Inspection in May will be expected to utilize proper protective
equipment like gloves, chocks, reflective belts, goggles and hearing protection.
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