Crossing the Tigris

Two Kentucky Army National Guard UH-60A Black Hawk helicopters from Detachment 1, Company B,
1st Battalion, 189th Aviation Regiment fly over the Tigris River between Balad (LSA Anaconda),
Baghdad (Camp Victory) and other central-lraq sites. Commanded by 1st Lt. Mark Sallin and based
in Frankfort, Ky.,“Det 1” mobilized in support of OPERATION IRAQ FREEDOM on September 7, 2004
and demobilized on November 23, 2005. The unit’s 26 personnel and five UH-60As flew more than
3,700 combat hours in all weather extremes and conditions, from 130 degree temperatures to blinding
sand storms.During flights over rural areas, flight crews waved at local citizens below and often
“airdropped” sealed bags of candy and soccer balls for the children.
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